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  Freedom Struggle in Tamil Nadu 
 
Learning Objectives 
 

To acquaint ourselves with: 
 
▪ Anti-colonial struggles in Tamil Nadu 
▪ Contribution of Christian missionaries to the development of educationand 

amelioration of the depressed classes 
▪ Challenge of the Justicites to the Congress in Tamil Nadu 
▪ Militant mass movement of the Congress in Tamil Nadu 

 
Introduction 
 
 Tamil Nadu showed the lead in resistingcolonial rule. As early as the late 
eighteenthcentury the Palayakarars, resisted theEnglish attempts to establish their 
politicalhegemony in Tamil Nadu. Even after thedefeat of the Palayakarars, an uprising 
wasorganised by Indian sepoys and officers inVellore Fort in 1806 that had its echoes inseveral 
cantonments in south India. Thanksto the introduction of Western educationand eventual 
emergence of educated Indianmiddle class, the struggle against the Britishtook the 
constitutional path. The freedomstruggle in Tamil Nadu was unique, becausefrom the 
beginning it was not only a strugglefor independence from the English rule butalso a struggle 
for independence from socialdisability imposed by the obnoxious castesystem. In this lesson 
we shall study the roleplayed by nationalists wedded to diverseideologies in Tamil Nadu. 
 
Early Nationalist Stirrings in Tamil Nadu 
 
 By the middle of the nineteenth centurya group of educated middle class emerged 
inMadras and began to show interest in publicaffairs. As in other parts of India, they 
formedpolitical associations, such as the MadrasNative Association and the Madras 
MahajanaSabha to articulate their grievances. 
 
(a) Madras Native Association 
 
 The Madras Native Association (MNA)was the earliest organisation to be founded 
insouth India to articulate larger public ratherthan sectarian interests. It was started byGazulu 
Lakshminarasu, Srinivasanar and theirassociates in 1852. It consisted primarily ofmerchants. 
The objective was to promote theinterests of its members and their focus was onreduction in 
taxation. It also protested againstthe support of the government to Christianmissionary 
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activities. It drew the attention ofthe government to the condition and needsof the people. One 
of theimportant contributions 
of the MNA was itsagitation against tortureof the peasants by revenueofficials. These efforts 
ledto the establishment of theTorture Commission andthe eventual abolition of theTorture 
Act, which justifiedthe collection of land revenue throughtorture. However, by 1862, the 
Madras NativeAssociation had ceased to exist. 
 
(b) Beginnings of the Nationalist Press: The Hindu and Swadesamitran 
 
 The appointment of T. Muthuswami asthe first Indian Judge of the Madras HighCourt 
in 1877 created a furore in MadrasPresidency. The entire press in Madrascriticized the 
appointment of an Indian as aJudge. The press opposed his appointmentand the educated 
youth realized that thepress was entirely owned by Europeans. Theneed for a newspaper to 
express the Indianperspective was keenly felt. G. Subramaniam,M. Veeraraghavachari and 
four other friendstogether started a newspaper The Hindu in1878. It soon became the vehicle 
of nationalistpropaganda. G. Subramaniam also started aTamil nationalist periodical 
Swadesamitranin 1891 which became a daily in 1899. Thefounding of The Hindu and 
Swadesamitranprovided encouragement to the startingof other native newspapers such as 
IndianPatriot, South Indian Mail, Madras Standard,Desabhimani, Vijaya, Suryodayam and 
India. 
 
(c) Madras Mahajana Sabha 
 
 Madras Mahajana Sabha (MMS) wasthe earliest organisation in south India withclear 
nationalist objectives. It was the trainingground for the first generation of nationalistleaders. 
On 16 May 1884 MMS was startedby M. Veeraraghavachari, P. Anandacharlu,P. Rangaiah and 
few others. P. Rangaiah becameits first president. P. Anandacharlu playedan active role as its 
secretary. The membersmet periodically, debated public issues inclosed meetings, conducted 
hall meetings andcommunicated their views to the government.The objective of MMS was to 
create a consensusamong people of different parts of thePresidency on various issues of public 
interestand to present it to the government. Its demandsincluded conduct of simultaneous 
civil servicesexaminations in England and India, abolitionof the Council of India in London, 
reductionof taxes and reduction of civil and militaryexpenditure. Many of its demands were 
adoptedlater by the Indian National Congress foundedin 1885. 
 
(d) Moderate Phase 
 
 Provincial associations such as the MadrasMahajana Sabha led to the formation of 
anall-India organisation, the Indian NationalCongress Leaders from different parts of 
Indiaattended several meetings before the formationof the Congress. One such meeting was 
heldin December 1884 in Theosophical Society. Itwas attended by Dadabhai Naoroji, K.T. 
Telang,Surendranath Banerjee and other prominentleaders apart from G. Subramaniam, 
Rangaiahand Anandacharlu from Madras. 
 
Prominent Nationalists of Tamil Nadu in the Moderate phase 
 
 The early nationalists believedin constitutional methods. Their 
activities consisted of conductinghall meetings and deliberating theproblems of 
the country in English.These views were communicatedto the government in a 
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language couched in a liberal discourse in the form of petitions, 
prayers,memoranda, and as evidence in various government commissions of 
enquiry. When, at the time ofPartition of Bengal, Tilak and other leaders adopted 
popular methods such as mass public meetings,and used vernacular languages to 
address the larger public, the early nationalists came to be knownas moderates. 
The distinguished Tamil Moderates from Madras: V.S. Srinivasa Sastri, P.S. 
Sivasamy,V. Krishnasamy, T.R. Venkatramanar, G.A. Natesan, T.M. Madhava 
Rao, and S. Subramaniar. Theprimary contribution of moderates lies in exposing 
the liberal claims of the British: they exposedhow the British exploited India and 
their hypocrisy in following democratic principles in Englandand imposing an 
unrepresentative government in the colonies. 

 
 The first session of the Indian NationalCongress was held in 1885 at Bombay. Out ofa 
total of 72 delegates 22 members were from 
Madras. G. Subramaniam through hiswritings advanced the cause of nationalism.He ranks 
with Naoroji and Gokhale for hiscontribution to the understanding of theeconomic 
exploitation of India by the British. 
 
 The second sessionof the Indian NationalCongress was held inCalcutta in 1886, 
withDadabhai Naoroji in theChair. The third sessionwas held at MakkisGarden, now known 
asthe Thousand lights, in Madras in 1887 withBadruddin Tyabji as president. Out of the 607all 
India delegates of 362 were from MadrasPresidency. 
 

 Tamil Nadu was then part of the MadrasPresidency which included large 
parts of thepresent-day states of Andhra Pradesh (Coastaldistricts and 
Rayalaseema), Karnataka(Bengaluru, Bellary, South Canara), Kerala(Malabar) and 
even Odisha (Ganjam). 

 
Swadeshi Movement 
 
 The partition of Bengal (1905) led tothe Swadeshi Movement and changed thecourse of 
the struggle for freedom. In variousparts of India, especially Bengal, Punjab andMaharashtra 
popular leaders emerged. Theyimplemented the programme of the CalcuttaCongress which 
called upon the nation topromote Swadeshi enterprise, boycott foreigngoods and promote 
national education. TheSwadeshi movement made a deep impact inTamil Nadu. The Congress 
carried on a vigorouscampaign for boycott of foreign goods. 
 
(a) Response in Tamilnadu 
 
 V.O. Chidambaranar, V. Chakkaraiyar,Subramania Bharati and SurendranathArya 
were some of the prominent leadersin Tamilnadu. Public meetings attended bythousands of 
people wereorganised in variousparts of Tamilnadu.Tamil was used on thepublic platform for 
thefirst time to mobilisethe people. SubaramaniaBharati’s patriotic songswere especially 
importantin stirring patriotic emotions. Many journalswere started to propagate Swadeshi 
ideals.Swadesamitran and India were prominentjournals. The extremist leader Bipin 
ChandraPal toured Madras and delivered lectureswhich inspired the youth. Students and 
youthparticipated widely in the Swadeshi Movement. 
 
Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company 
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 One of the mostenterprising acts in pursuanceof swadeshi was the launching ofthe 
Swadeshi Steam NavigationCompany at Thoothukudiby V.O. Chidambaranar. Hepurchased 
two ships Galliaand Lavo and plied them between Thoothukudiand Colombo. However, due 
to cutthroatcompetition from the European companyand the blatantly partisan role played by 
thegovernment, V.O.C’s efforts ended in failure. 
 
Tirunelveli Uprising 
 
 V.O.C joined with Subramania Siva inorganising the mill workers in Thoothukudiand 
Tirunelveli. In 1908, he led a strike in the 
European-owned Coral Mills. It coincided withthe release of Bipin Chandra Pal. V.O.C 
andSubramania Siva, who organised a public meetingto celebrate the release of Bipin, were 
arrested.The two leaders were charged with seditionand sentenced to rigorous 
imprisonment.Initially V.O.C. was given a draconian sentenceof two life imprisonments. The 
news of thearrest sparked riots in Tirunelveli leading tothe burning down of the police station, 
courtbuilding and municipal office. It led to the deathof four people in police firing. V.O.C. 
was treatedharshly in prison and was made to pull the heavyoil press. Others to be arrested 
included G.Subramaniam and Ethiraj Surendranath Arya.To avoid imprisonment Subramania 
Bharatimoved to Pondicherry which was under Frenchrule. Bharati’s example was followed 
by manyother nationalists such as Aurobindo Ghosh andV. V. Subramanianar. The brutal 
crackdown onSwadeshi leaders virtually brought the SwadeshiMovement to a close in Tamil 
Nadu. 
 
(b) Revolutionary Activities in Tamil Nadu 
 
 As elsewhere the Swadeshi movementinspired the youth. Left leaderless, they turnedto 
the revolutionary path. Pondicherry provideda safe haven for the revolutionaries. Many 
ofthese revolutionaries in Tamil Nadu wereintroduced and trained in revolutionaryactivities 
at India House in London and in Paris.M.P.T. Acharya, V.V. Subramanianar and T.S.S.Rajan 
were prominent among them.Revolutionary literature was distributed bythem in Madras 
through Pondicherry. Radicalpapers such as India, Vijaya and Suryodayamcame out of 
Pondicherry. Such revolutionarypapers and Bharati’s poems were banned asseditious 
literature. These activities in 
Pondicherry intensified with the arrival ofAurobindo Ghosh and V.V. Subramanianar in1910. 
These activities continued till the outbreakof the First World War. 
 
Ashe Murder 
 
 In 1904 Nilakanta Brahmachari andothers started Bharata Matha Society, a 
secretsociety. The objective was to kill British officialsand thereby kindle patriotic fervour 
amongthe people. Vanchinathan of Senkottai, wasinfluenced by this organisation. On 17 June 
1911he shot dead Robert W.D’E. Ashe, Collector ofTirunelveli in Maniyachi Junction. After 
this heshot himself. Divorced from the people theseyoung revolutionaries, despite their 
patriotism,failed to inspire and mobilize the people. 
 
(c) Annie Besant and the Home Rule Movement 
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 While the extremists and revolutionarieswere suppressed with an iron hand, 
themoderates hoped for some constitutionalreforms. However, they were disappointed 
withthe Minto-Morley reforms as it did not providefor responsible government. Despite this 
theCongress extended support to the British wareffort in the hope of getting more reforms. 
 
 Thus when the national movement was inits ebb, Annie Besant, an Irish lady and leader 
ofthe Theosophical Society, proposed the HomeRule Movement on the model of Irish 
HomeRule League. She started Home Rule Leaguein 1916 and carried forward the demand 
forhome rule all over India. G.S. Arundale, B.P.Wadia and C.P. Ramaswamy assisted her 
inthis campaign. They demanded home rule withonly a nominal allegiance to British 
Crown.She started the newspapers New India andCommonweal to carry forward her agenda. 
Sheremarked, “Better bullock carts and freedomthan a train deluxe with subjection”. Under 
thePress Act of 1910 Annie Besant was asked to payhefty amount as security. She wrote two 
books,How India wrought for Freedom and India: ANation and a pamphlet on self-
government. 
 
 Students joined the movement in largenumbers who were trained in Home Ruleclasses. 
They were formed into boy scouts andvolunteer troops. Annie Besant and her coworkerswere 
interned and prohibited frommaking public speeches or involve in anypolitical activity. Annie 
Besant was electedthe President of the Congress session of 1917.Members of the Home Rule 
Movement suchas B.P. Wadia played a key role in organisingthe working classes by forming 
trade unions.Not only did they succeed in improving theirworking conditions, they made 
them part of thestruggle for freedom. However, with the rise ofGandhi as a national leader 
Annie Besant andthe Home Rule Leagues were eclipsed. 
 
Non-Brahmin Movement and the Challenge to Congress 
 
 In the meanwhile, there was rapid growthin education in the Madras Presidency. 
Therewas an increase in the number of educated non-Brahmins. Intense political and social 
activitydiscussed above politicised the educatednon-Brahmins. They raised the issue of 
castediscrimination and unequal opportunities ingovernment employment and 
representationin elected bodies, which were dominated byBrahmins. Further, the Congress 
was alsooverwhelmingly composed of Brahmins. 
 
(a) The South Indian Liberal Federation 
 
 The non-Brahmins organised themselvesinto political organisations to protect 
theirinterests. In 1912 the Madras Dravidian 
Association was founded. C. Natesanar playedan active role as its secretary. In June 1916 
heestablished the Dravidian Association Hostel fornon-Brahmin students. He also played a 
key rolein bridging the differences between two leadingnon-Brahmin leaders of the time, Dr. 
T.M. Nairand P. Thyagarayar. Both of them were earlierpart of the Congress and were 
disillusionedby how non-Brahmins were sidelined in theorganisation. On 20 November 1916 a 
meetingof about thirty non-Brahmins was held underthe leadership of P. Thyagarayar, Dr. 
T.M. Nairand C. Natesanar at Victoria Public Hall inChennai. The South Indian Liberal 
Federation(SILF) was founded to promote the interests ofthe non-Brahmins. They also 
launched threenewspapers: Justice in English, Dravidian inTamil and Andhra Prakasika in 
Telugu. Soonthe SILF began to be popularly known as JusticeParty after its English daily. The 
Justice Partyalso held several conferences throughout thePresidency to set up branches. 
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Demand for Reservation 
 
 The Non-Brahmin Manifesto was releasedoutlining its objectives viz., reservation ofjobs 
for non-Brahmins in government service,and seats in representative bodies. It opposedthe 
Home Rule Movement as a movement ofBrahmins and feared that Home Rule mightgive 
them more power. It also criticisedthe Congress as a party of the Brahmins.Montagu’s 
announcement of political reformsin the Parliament in 1917 intensified politicaldiscussions in 
Tamil Nadu. The Justice Partydemanded communal representation (i.e.representation for 
various communities insociety). The Madras Government was alsosupportive of the Justice 
Party as the latterbelieved that English rule was conducive forthe development of the non-
Brahmins. TheAct of 1919 provided reservation of seatsto non-Brahmins, a move criticised by 
theCongress but welcomed by the Justice Party. 
 
Justice Ministry 
 
 The Congress boycotted the electionsof 1920. The Justice Party won 63 of 98elected seats 
in the Legislative Council.A. Subburayalu of the Justice Party became thefirst chief minister. 
After the 1923 elections,Raja of Panagal of the Justice Party formed theministry. The Justice 
Party introduced variousmeasures for the benefit of non-Brahmins.They were reservation of 
appointments inlocal bodies and education institutions,establishment of Staff Selection Board 
whichlater became the Public Service Commission,enactment of Hindu Religious 
EndowmentAct and Madras State Aid to Industries Act,abolition of devadasi system, 
allotment ofporomboke lands (waste government lands) tothe poor for housing and extension 
of primaryeducation to the depressed classes through feeconcessions, scholarships and mid-
day meals. 
 
(b) Government’s Repressive Measures: Rowlatt Act 
 
 Given the important contribution ofIndia (especially the soldiers who fought infar-off 
lands in the cause of Empire) in World 
War I Indians expected more reforms fromBritain. However, a draconian Anarchical 
andRevolutionary Crimes Act, popularly knownas the Rowlatt Act, after the name of Sir 
SidneyRowlatt, who headed the committee thatrecommended it was passed in 1919. Under 
theAct anyone could be imprisoned on charges ofterrorism without due judicial process. 
Indianswere aghast at this. Gandhi gave voice to theanger of the people and adopted the 
Satyagrahamethod that he had used in South Africa. 
 
Rowlatt Satyagraha 
 
 On 18 March 1919Gandhi addressed ameeting on Marina Beach.On 6 April 1919 
hartalwas organised to protestagainst the “Black Act”.Protest demonstrationswere held at 
several parts ofTamil Nadu. Processionsfrom many areas of thecity converged in the 
Marina beach where there was a large gathering.They devoted the whole day to fasting 
andprayer in the Marina beach. Madras SatyagrahaSabha was formed. Rajaji, Kasturirangar,S. 
Satyamurty and George Joseph addressed themeeting. A separate meeting of workers 
wasaddressed by V. Kalyanasundaram (Thiru. V. Ka)B.P. Wadia and V.O.C. An important 
aspect of themovement was that the working classes, studentsand women took part in large 
numbers. 
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George Joseph 
 
 George Joseph, abarrister and eloquentspeaker, played a leadingrole in 
organising andpublicising the cause ofHome Rule League inMadurai. Though 
bornin Chengannur (Alappuzha district, KeralaState), he chose to settle down in 
Maduraiand practice as a people’s lawyer. In the courseof his long public life, he 
led the VaikkomSatyagraha in Kerala, as he viewed it as anissue of civil rights for 
all citizens of India.He championed the cause of the “CriminalTribes” of 
Tamilnadu. He was fondly called“Rosaappu Durai” by the people of Maduraifor 
the services he rendered to the affectedcommunities. He helped the Harvey 
Millworkers of Madurai to set up Madurai LabourUnion (1918). The Union's 
initial strugglesresulted in higher wages and reduced workhours for the mill 
workers. 

 
(c) Khilafat Movement  
 
 Following the Jallianwala Bagh MassacreGeneral Dyer who was responsible for it 
wasnot only acquitted of all charges but rewarded. 
After the First World War the Caliph of Turkeywas humiliated and deprived of all powers.To 
restore the Caliph the Khilafat Movementwas started. Muslims who had largely keptfrom the 
nationalist movement now joined itin huge numbers. In Tamil Nadu Khilafat Daywas 
observed on 17 April 1920, with a meetingpresided over by Maulana Shaukat Ali. 
Anothersuch conference was held at Erode. Vaniyambadiwas as the epicenter of Khilafat 
agitation. 
 
Non-Cooperation Movement 
 
 Tamil Nadu was active during theNon-cooperation Movement. C. Rajaji andE.V. 
Ramaswamy (EVR, later known as Periyar)provided the leadership. Rajaji worked closelywith 
Yakub Hasan, founder of the Madrasbranch of the MuslimLeague. As a result, the 
Hindus and the Muslimscooperated closely duringthe course of the movementin Tamil Nadu. 
A Congressvolunteer corps was set up 
to distribute pamphlets,carry flags during processions and to maintainorder in the meetings. 
They also played animportant part in picketing of liquor shops. 
 
(a) No Tax Campaigns and Temperance Movement 
 
 As part of the non-cooperation movement,in many places, cultivators refused to pay 
taxes.A no-tax campaign took place in Thanjavur.Councils, schools and courts were 
boycotted.Foreign goods were boycotted. There werea number of workers’ strikes all over 
region,many of them led by nationalist leaders. Oneof the important aspects of the movement 
inTamil Nadu was the temperance movement ormovement against liquor. Toddy shops 
werepicketed. Demonstrations and hartals wereorganised in all parts of the Presidency. 
Therewere also agitations by communities against theCriminal Tribes Act. In November 1921 
it wasdecided to organise civil disobedience. Rajaji,Subramania Sastri and EVR were arrested. 
Thevisit of Prince of Wales on 13 January 1922 wasboycotted. In the police repression two 
werekilled and many injured. The Non-CooperationMovement was withdrawn in 1922 after 
theChauri Chaura incident in which 22 policemenwere killed 
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(b) E.V.R. and the Constructive Programme 
 
 E.V.R. played an important role in TamilNadu during this period. He 
campaignedvigorously for the promotion and sale of khadi.In his opposition to consumption 
of liquor hecut down an entire coconut grove owned by him.He also played a key role in the 
satyagraha fortemple entry in Vaikom, then under Travancore.It was a time when the 
depressed classes werenot even permitted to walk on the streets aroundthe temple or come 
within a certain distanceof the upper castes. After the major leaders ofKerala were arrested, 
EVR went to Vaikom andgalvanised the movement. He was arrested andsentenced to one-
month imprisonment. Herefused to leave Vaikom even after his release.He was arrested again 
for making inspiringspeeches and was sentenced to six monthsrigorous imprisonment. When 
he returned toErode after his release he was arrested for hisspeeches to promote khadi. In June 
1925, theban on the roads around the temple in Vaikomwas lifted. For his contribution against 
castediscrimination and temple entry agitation inVaikom, Periyar was hailed as ‘Vaikom 
Hero’. 
 
Cheranmadevi Gurukulam Controversy 
 
 However, by this time E.V.R. had becomeincreasingly dissatisfied with the Congress.He 
felt it was promoting the interests ofthe Brahmins alone. The CheranmadeviGurukulam 
controversy and oppositionto communal representation within theCongress led E.V.R. to 
leave the Congress. 
 
 To further the cause of national education, agurukulam was established in 
Cheranmadevi byV.V. Subramanianar. It received funds from theCongress. However, 
students were discriminatedon the basis of caste. Brahmin and Non-Brahminstudents were 
made to dine separately and thefood served too was different. The issue wasbrought to the 
notice of E.V.R. who questionedthe practice and severely criticised it along withanother leader, 
Dr P. Varadarajulu. 
 
 In the Kanchipuram Conference ofthe Tamil Nadu Congress Committee heldon 21 
November 1925, he raised the issueof representation for non-Brahmins in thelegislature. His 
efforts to achieve this since 1920had met with failure. When the resolution wasdefeated, he left 
the Conference along withother non-Brahmin leaders who met separately.Soon E.V.R. left the 
Congress and started theSelf Respect Movement. 
 
(c) Swarajists–Justicites Rivalry 
 
 Following the withdrawal of the Non-Cooperation Movement, the Congress 
wasdivided between ‘no-changers’ who wanted tocontinue the boycott of the councils and 
‘prochangerswho wanted to contest the electionsfor the councils. Rajaji along with other 
staunch 
Gandhian followers opposed the council entry.Along with Kasturirangar and M.A. 
Ansari,Rajaji advocated the boycott of the councils.Opposition to this led to the formation 
ofthe Swaraj Party within the Congress byChittaranjan Das and Motilal Nehru. In Tamil 
Nadu the Swarajists were led by S. Srinivasanarand S. Satyamurti. 
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(d) Subbarayan Ministry 
 
 In the elections heldin 1926, the Swarajists wonthe majority of the electedseats. 
However, it did notaccept office in accordancewith the Congress policy.Instead they 
supported anindependent, P. Subbarayanto form the ministry. TheSwarajists did not contest 
the 1930 electionsleading to an easy victory for the Justice Party.The Justice Party remained in 
office till 1937. 
 
Agitation for Removal of Neill Statue (1927) 
 
  James Neill of the Madras Fusiliers (infantry men with firearms) was 
brutal in wreaking vengeance at Kanpur (‘the Cawnpur massacre’, as it was 
called)in which many English women and childrenwere killed in the Great 
Rebellion of 1857.Neill was later killed by an Indian sepoy.A statue was erected 
for him at Mount Road,Madras. Nationalists saw this as an insult toIndian 
sentiments, and organised a series ofdemonstrations in Madras. Protesters 
camefrom all over the Madras Presidency andwere led by S. N. Somayajulu of 
Tirunelveli.Many were arrested and sentenced to prison.Gandhi, who visited 
Madras during the sametime, gave his support to the agitation. Thestatue was 
finally moved to Madras Museumwhen Congress Ministry, led by C. 
Rajaji,formed the government in 1937. 
 (e) Simon Commission Boycott 
 
 In 1927 a statutory commission wasconstituted under Sir John Simon to reviewthe Act 
of 1919 and to suggest reforms.However, to the great disappointment ofIndians, it was an all-
white commissionwith not a single Indian member. So theCongress boycotted the Simon 
Commission.In Madras, the Simon Boycott PropagandaCommittee was set up with S. 
Satyamurtias the president. There was widespreadcampaign among the students, 
shopkeepers,lawyers and commuters in train to boycott.The arrival of Simon Commission in 
Madrason 18 February 1929 was greeted withdemonstrations and hartals. Black flags 
werewaved against the Commission. The policeused force to suppress the protest. 
 
Civil Disobedience Movement 
 
(a) Towards Poorna Swaraj 
 
 In the 1920s, Congress with Gandhi inleadership, was transforming into a 
broadbasedmovement in Tamil Nadu. The Madrassession of the Indian National Congress 
in1927 declared complete independence as itsgoal. It appointed a committee under 
MotilalNehru to frame the constitutional reforms inopposition to the Simon Commission. In 
the1929 Lahore session of the Congress, PoornaSwaraj (complete independence) was 
adoptedas the goal and on 26 January 1930 the nationalflag was hoisted by Jawaharlal Nehru 
onthe banks of river Ravi as the declaration ofindependence. 
 
(b) Salt March to Vedaranyam 
 
 When the Viceroy did not accept thedemands put forward by Gandhi, he launchedthe 
Civil Disobedience Movement by settingout on a Salt Satyagraha with a march to Dandion 12 
March 1930. The Civil DisobedienceMovement was a mass movement with theparticipation of 
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students, shopkeepers,workers, women, etc. Demonstrations,hartals, staging of swadeshi 
dramas and songswere the order the day in both rural andurban areas. Tamil Nadu was in the 
forefrontof the Civil Disobedience Movement. Inthe city of Madras, shops were picketed 
andforeign goods boycotted. Rajaji organised andled a salt satyagraha march to 
Vedaranyam.The march started from Tiruchirappalli on13 April 1930 and reached 
Vedaranyam inThanjavur district on 28 April. A special songwas composed for the march by 
NamakkalV. Ramalinganar with the lines, “A War isahead sans sword, sans 
bloodshed…Jointhis march.” Despite a brutal crackdown bythe police, the marching 
satyagrahis wereprovided a warm reception along the route.On reaching Vedaranyam 12 
volunteersunder the leadership of Rajaji broke the saltlaw by picking up salt. Rajaji was 
arrested.T.S.S. Rajan, Rukmani Lakshmipathi,Sardar Vedarathnam, C. Swaminathar andK. 
Santhanam were among the prominentleaders who participated in the VedaranyamSalt 
Satyagraha. 
 
(c) Widespread Agitations in Tamil Districts 
 
 The satyagrahis under the leadership ofT. Prakasam and K. Nageswara Rao set up 
acamp at Udayavanam near Madras. However,the police arrested them. It led to a hartal 
inMadras. The clashes withthe police in Tiruvallikeniwhich lasted for threehours on 27 April 
1930left three dead. Volunteerswho attempted to offer salt Satyagraha in Rameswaramwere 
arrested. Similarattempts at Uvari, Anjengo,Veppalodai, Thoothukudiand Tharuvaikulam 
were stopped. Millworkers struck work across the province.Woman participated 
enthusiastically. RukmaniLakshmipathi was the first woman to pay penaltyfor violation of salt 
laws. Police used brutalforce to suppress the movement. Bhashyam,popularly known as Arya, 
hoisted the nationalflag atop Fort St. George on 26 January 1932.Satyamurti actively picketed 
shops sellingforeign clothes, organised processions anddistributed pamphlets. 
N.M.R.Subbaramanand K. Kamaraj also played an important role. 
 
Martyrdom of Tirupur Kumaran 
 
 On 11 January 1932a procession carryingnational flags and singingpatriotic songs 
wasbrutally beaten by thepolice in Tirupur. O.K.S.R.Kumaraswamy, popularlyTirupur 
Kumaran, felldead holding the nationalflag aloft. He is hailed asKodikatha Kumaran. Thus, 
civil disobediencemovement was one of the largest massmovements in Tamil Nadu with 
participationof people from all sections of the society. 
 
(d) First Congress Ministry 
 
 The Government of India Act of 1935introduced Provincial Autonomy. The Councilof 
Ministers, responsible to the legislature,administered the provincial subjects. However,the 
Governor was empowered to disregard theadvice of the elected government. In the 
1937election the Congress emerged victorious. TheJustice Party was trounced. Congress 
victory inthe elections clearly indicated its popularitywith the people. 
 
 Rajaji formed the firstCongress Ministry. Heintroduced prohibitionon an experimental 
basisin Salem. To compensatefor the loss of revenue heintroduced a sales tax.On the social 
question,he opened temples tothe ‘untouchables’. Efforts of T. Prakasamled to the 
appointment of a committee toenquire into the condition of the tenants inthe Zamindari areas. 
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However, exceptingdebt conciliation boards to reduce ruralindebtedness, no other measure 
was adopted. 
When the British involved India in the SecondWorld War without consulting the 
electedCongress ministries, the latter resigned. 
 

 A temple entry programme with“harijans” in Madurai 
Meenakshiammantemple was organised (9 July 1939) byVaidyanathar, L.N. 
Gopalsamy, Presidentand Secretary of Madurai Harijana SevakSangh 
respectively. The Temple EntryAuthorisation and Indemnity Act, 1939 forthe 
removal of the civil and social disabilitiesagainst the “depressed classes” was 
passed. 

 
(e) Anti-Hindi Agitation 
 
 One of the controversial measures of Rajajiwas the introduction of Hindi as a 
compulsorysubject in schools. This was considered to bea form of Aryan and North Indian 
impositiondetrimental to Tamil language and culture,and therefore caused much public 
resentment.E.V.R. led a massive campaign against it.He organised an anti-Hindi Conference 
atSalem. It formulated a definite programmeof action. The Scheduled Castes Federationand 
the Muslim League extended its supportto the anti-Hindi agitation. Natarajan 
andThalamuthu, two of the enthusiastic agitatorsdied in prison. A rally was organised 
fromTiruchirappalli to Madras. More than 1200protestors including E.V.R. were arrested.After 
the resignation of the Congress Ministry, 
the Governor of Madras who took over thereigns of administration removed Hindi 
ascompulsory subject. 
 
Quit India Struggle 
 
 Failure of the CrippsMission, war timeshortages and price risecreated much 
discontentamong the people. On 8August 1942 the Quit Indiaresolution was passed 
andGandhi gave the slogan‘Do or Die’. The entireCongress leadership was arrested 
overnight.K. Kamaraj while returning from Bombaynoticed that at every railway station the 
policewaited with a list of local leaders and arrestedthem as they got down. Kamaraj gave the 
policethe slip and got down at Arakkonam itself.He then worked underground and 
organisedpeople during the Quit India Movement. Rajajiand Satyamurti were arrested 
together whenthey went about distributing pamphlets. Themovement was widespread in 
Tamilnadu andK. Kamarajthere were many instances of violence such assetting fire to post 
offices, cutting of telegraphlines and disrupting railway traffic. 
 
Undying Mass Movement 
 
 All sections of the society participatedin the movement. There were a largenumber of 
workers strike such as strikes inBuckingham and Carnatic Mills, Madras PortTrust, Madras 
Corporation and the ElectricTramway. Telegraph and telephone lines werecut and public 
building burnt at Vellore andPanapakkam. Students of various collegestook active part in the 
protests. The airportin Sulur was attacked and trains derailed inCoimbatore. Congress 
volunteers clashedwith the military in Madurai. There werepolice firings at Rajapalayam, 
Karaikudi andDevakottai. Many young men and women alsojoined the INA. The Quit India 
Movementwas suppressed with brutal force. 
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 The Royal Indian Navy Mutiny, thenegotiations initiated by the newly formedLabour 
Party Government in Englandresulting in India’s independence but sadlywith partition of the 
country into India andPakistan has formed part of the Lesson inUnit VIII. 
 
 
 
   


