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TNPSC GROUP I MAIN  
 

ETHICS 
 

Valluvar's Government and Administration 
 
The government of today's political concepts has three types of features. They are 1. Legislative 
branch 2. Administration 3. Judiciary. In ancient times, all three types of powers were vested in 
the government. 
 
The characters of a king 
 
The king is the basis of the government of a country, and Valluvar says that his characters are: 
 

1. Fearlessness, generosity, intelligence, courage, lack of arrogance, education, and the ability 
to research a subject and express bold opinions 
 

2. Being a person who adheres to the royal virtues and stops murder, theft, etc. when they 
occur 
 

3. Being simple and sociable to the citizens 
 

4. Being able to avoid evil and examine only good things 
 

5. Being able to eliminate his own faults and condemn the faults of others 
 
A king who is in harmony with all the above is the best king. 
 
Executive 
 

From Valluvar's perspective, governance is based on the appointment of government officials 
such as ministers, army commanders, ambassadors, spies, etc. and their monitoring of their 
activities. 
 

The government officials that Valluvar identifies are: 
 

1. Ministers 
 

2. Ambassadors 
 

3. Spies 
 

4. Non-commissioned officers (soldiers) 
 

5. Chiefs (leaders) 
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Appointment of government officials 
 
He describes the method of selecting government officials in two chapters, namely, Selection and 
Confidence and Selection and Employment 
 
Of greatness and of meanness too, 
The deeds of each are touchstone true. (505) 
 
Administrative ability 
 
Administrative ability means “who can be employed for what job, who can be given which task 
and will complete it properly, and people should be appointed and hired accordingly.” 
 
Planning 
 
If done thoughtfully and with planning, the task can be completed successfully. 
 
Valluvar explain this 
 
His joy who guards not 'gainst the coming evil day, 
Like straw before the fire shall swift consume away. 
 
Explains in the chapters on how to choose an action in Acting after due Consideration, The 
Knowledge of Power, Modes of Action. 
 
Legislation 
 
One of the duties of the king is mentioned as making laws. In the chapter The Greatness of a King, 
he says, 
 
Who guards the realm and justice strict maintains, 
That king as god o'er subject people reigns. (388) 
 
While giving justice to a criminal, there should be no distinction between the citizens. Everyone 
should be considered equally and punished. 
 
This is what the verse, 
 
To stand, like balance-rod that level hangs and rightly weighs, 
With calm unbiassed equity of soul, is sages' praise (118) 
 
If a king follows the general principles of governance as laid down by Valluvar, then and now, 
that government will be a scepter-rule. There will be no room for tyranny. All the citizens will 
praise and rejoice in the king. This is what the verse, 
All earth looks up to heav'n whence raindrops fall; 
All subjects look to king that ruleth all. 
 
clearly points out. 
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ts;Sthpd; Ml;rpf;nfhs;if 
 

,d;iwa Ml;rpapay; fUj;Jfspd; muR (Government) vd;gJ %tifr; rpwg;Gfisf; 
nfhz;Ls;sJ. mitahtd 1. rl;lkpaw;W Jiw (legislative) 2. eph;thfk; (Executive) 3. 
Kiwnray; (Judiciary) gz;il ehs;fspy; %tif mjpfhuq;fSk; murplNk epiyngw;W ,Ue;jd.  
 
murDf;Fhpa ,yf;fzk; 
 
murNd xU ehl;bd; Ml;rp mikg;Gf;F mbg;gilahf ,Ug;gtd;> mtDf;Fhpa ,yf;fzq;fshf 
ts;Sth; $Wtd: 
 

1. mQ;rhik> <if> mwpTilik> Cf;fk;> kbapd;ik> fy;tpAilik> xU nghUis Muha;e;J 
Jzpe;j fUj;Jf;fis vLj;Jiuj;jy; 
 

2. murDf;Fhpa jh;kq;fis filg;gpbg;gtdhfTk;> nfhiy> fsT Kjypaitfs; epfOk; NghJ 
mtw;iw jLj;J epWj;Jgtdhf ,Uj;jy; 
 

3. Fbkf;fSf;F vspadhfTk; ,d;nrhydhjYk; ,Uj;jy; 
 

4. jPikahdtw;iw tpyf;fp> ed;ikahdtw;iw kl;LNk Muha;fpd;w jpwDilatdhf ,Uj;jy; 
 

5. jd; Fw;wj;ij ePf;fp> gpwh; Fw;wj;ij fz;bf;fj; jf;ftdhfTk; ,Uj;jy; 
 

Nkw;fl;lg;gl;l ,yf;fzq;fs; ahTk; nghUj;jKw mike;j murNd rpwe;j murdhthd;. 
 
Ml;rpg;nghWg;G (Executive) 
 

ts;Sth; Nehf;fpy;> Ml;rpg;nghWg;G vd;gJ> mikr;rh;> gilj;jiyth;> J}Jth;> xw;wh; 
Kjyhd muR mYtyh;fis epakpj;jy; mth;fspd; nray;fisf; ftdpj;jy; vd;w mbg;gilapy; 
cUthf;fg;gl;ljhFk;. 
 
ts;Sth; jk; Fwshy; mwpayhFk; muR mYtyh;fs; 
 

1. mikr;rh;fs; 
2. J}jh; 
3. xw;wh; 
4. epiykf;fs; (giltPuh;) 
5. jiykf;fs; (gilj;jiyth;) 

 
vd;gtuhthh;fs;. 
 
muR mYtyiu epakpj;jy; 
 
muR mYtyiu Njh;e;njLf;Fk; Kiwapid> njhpe;J njspjy;> njhpe;J tpidahly; vd;Dk; 
,uz;L mjpfhuq;fspy; Rl;Lfpwhh;. 
 
 mwk;nghUs; ,d;gk; capur;rk; ehd;fpd; 
 jpwk;njhpe;J Njwg; gLk;      (501) 
 
 ngUikf;Fk; Vidr; rpWikf;Fk; jj;jk; 
 fUkNk fl;lisf; fy;      (505) 
 
vd;w Fws; Njh;e;njLg;Gg; gzpf;fhd kjpg;gPl;il czh;j;Jk; 
 
 ‘mw;whiuj; NjWjy; Xk;Gf kw;wth; 
 gw;wpyh; ehzhh; gop       (506) 
 
vd;w FwSk; Njh;e;njLg;Gg; gzpapy; Nkw;nfhs;s Ntz;ba Moj;ijr; Rl;Lk;. 
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eph;thfj; jpwd; 
 

eph;thfj;jpwd; vd;gJ “ahh;ahiu ve;j ve;j Ntiyf;F mkh;j;jyhk;> ve;j nraiy ahhplk; 
nfhLj;jhy; xOq;fhf Kbg;ghh;fs; Nghd;w gytiffspYk; rpe;jid nra;J> mjw;Nfw;g Ml;fis 
epakpj;J Ntiy thq;f Ntz;Lk;. 
 
jpl;lkpLjy; 
 
 rpe;jpj;J jpl;lkpl;L nra;jhy; mr;nray; ntw;wpAld; KbAk;. 
 
,jidNa ts;Sth; 
 
 tUkd;dh;f; fhthjhd; tho;f;if vhpKd;dh; 
 itj;J}W Nghyf; nfLk;     (435) 
 
 
xU nraiy vt;thW jpl;lkpl;L Njh;e;J vLf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;gij njhpe;J nray;tif> typawpjy;> 
tpidnray;tif Kjypa mjpfhuq;fspy; tpsf;Ffpwhh;. 
 
rl;lkpaw;wy; 
 
 murDila flikfSs; xd;whf Kiwnra;jy; vd;gJ Rl;lg;gLfpwJ. ,jiz ,iwkhl;rp 
mjpfhuj;jpy;>  
 
 Kiwnra;J fhg;ghw;Wk; kd;dtd; kf;fl;F 
 ,iwnad;W itf;fg; gLk;     (388) 
 
vd;fpwhh;.  
 
,e;j Kiwnra;jypy; ,d;wpaikahjjhf Nghw;wg;gLtJ Fw;wq;fbjy; MFk;. ,jidjhd;> 
 
 FbGwq; fhj;Njhk;gpf; Fw;wq; fbjy; 
 tLtd;W Nte;jd; njhopy;     (549) 
 
vd;fpwhh;. 
 
Fw;wk; nra;jtd; fz;bg;ghf jz;bf;fg;gl Ntz;batd;. jz;lidf;FhpatDila jFjp mwpe;J 
jz;lidf; nfhLj;jy; $lhJ. Fw;wj;jpd; jd;ik mwpe;Nj jz;bj;jy; Ntz;Lk;. ,jid jhd;> 
 
 Xh;e;J fz;Nzhlh jpiwGhpe;J ahh;khl;Lk; 
 Njh;e;J nra;t/Nj Kiw     (541) 
 
vd;w Fws; Rl;LfpwJ. 
 
Fw;wk; nra;jtDf;F ePjp toq;Fifapy;> Fbkf;fspilNa NtWghL fhl;Ljy; $lhJ. midtiuAk; 
rkkhf vz;zpjhd; jz;lid toq;fNtz;Lk;. 
 

,jidNa 
 

 rkd;nra;J rPh;J}f;Fk; Nfhy;Nghy; mike;njhUghy; 
 Nfhlhik rhd;Nwhh;f; fzp     (118) 
 

vDk; Fws; fhl;Lk; 
 

ts;Sth; $Wk; nghJ Ml;rpf;nfhs;if eilKiwfis Xh; murd; md;Wk; rhp ,d;Wk; gpd;gw;wp 
ele;jhy;> mt;thl;rp nrq;Nfhyhl;rpahf mikAk;. nfhLq;Nfhyhl;rp vd;gjw;Nf ,lkpUf;fhJ. 
Fbkf;fs; ahtUk; kd;diug; Nghw;wp kfpo;th;. ,jidNa 
 

 “thd;Nehf;fp thOk; cynfy;yhk; kd;dtd; 
 Nfhy;Nehf;fp thOk; FO”     (542) 
 
vd;w Fws; njspthfr; Rl;Lk;. 
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QUOTES 
 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s Seven Principles for Civil servants 
 

• Genuine Spirit of Service 

• Adaptation to Democracy 

• High Ethical Standards 

• Merit, Fairness, and Impartiality 

• Accountability and Transparency 

• Responsiveness to Weaker Sections of Society 

• Espirit de corps  
 
Nolan Principles (Seven Principles of Public Life) 

• Selflessness 

• Integrity  

• Objectivity  

• Accountability  

• Transparency  

• Honesty  

• Leadership 
 
Mahatma Gandhi: 
Gandhi’s 7 Sins: 

• Wealth Without Work 

• Pleasure Without Conscience 

• Knowledge Without Character 

• Commerce (Business) Without Morality (Ethics) 

• Science Without Humanity 

• Religion Without Sacrifice 

• Politics Without Principle 
 

 
Sardar Vallabhai Patel: 

• Character is the bedrock of leadership; let integrity and honesty be your guiding 
principles." 

 
Gandhi 
 
"I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt, or when the self becomes too much with 
you, apply the following test. Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man [woman] whom 
you may have seen, and ask yourself, if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him 
[her]. Will he [she] gain anything by it? Will it restore him [her] to a control over his [her] own life 
and destiny? In other words, will it lead to swaraj [freedom] for the hungry and spiritually 
starving millions? 
 
Quotes 

• “Ahimsa is one of the world’s great principles which no power on earth can wipe out.” - 
Gandhi 

 



 

6 | Page                        APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 

Corruption: 

• “Integrity, transparency and the fight against corruption have to be part of the culture. 
They have to be taught as fundamental values.” — Angel Gurría 

• “Corruption is paid by the poor” — Pope Francis. 

• “If a country is to be corruption free and become a nation of beautiful minds, I strongly feel 
there are three key societal members who can make a difference. They are the father, the 
mother and the teacher.” ― Abdul Kalam 

• Let the eye of vigilance never be closed. - Thomas Jefferson 
 
Ethics & Integrity 

• "Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching." – C.S. Lewis 
 
Virtue will confer heaven and wealth; what greater source of happiness can man possess ? 

 Kural 31 

 

Only that pleasure which flows from domestic virtue is pleasure; all else is not pleasure 
Kural 39 

 

Let him who does virtuous deeds be of spotless mind; to that extent is virtue; all else is vain show 
–Kural 34 

 
"Let noble thoughts come to us from all sides" 

- Rig Veda 
 
“You are only entitled to the action, never to its fruits.” 

― Bhagavad Gita 
 
“With our thoughts, we make the world.” 

- Buddha 
 
“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.” 

- Gandhi 
 
“Where there is love there is life.” 

- Gandhi 
 
“Your attitude, not your aptitude, will determine your altitude.”  

– Zig Ziglar 
“Attitude is everything, so pick a good one!”  

– Wayne Dyer 
 
“Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are 
doing, you will be successful.”  

– Albert Schweitzer 
 
“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.”  

– Muhammad Ali 
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“In a democracy, the highest office is that of citizen.”  
– Louis Brandeis 

 
“To be a true Sikh, one must live by love and compassion.” 

- Guru Nanak 
 
“Ethics is knowing the difference between what you have a right to do and what is right to do.”  

– Potter Stewart 
 
“Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.”  

– C.S. Lewis 
 
“Strength is life; weakness is death.” 

- Swami Vivekananda 
 
“Family is not an important thing, it’s everything.”  

– Michael J. Fox 
 
 
"Live and allow others to live; hurt no one; life is dear to all living beings." – Mahaveer 
“thOq;fs; kw;Wk; gpwiu tho mDkjpAq;fs;; ahiuAk; fhag;gLj;jhjPu;fs;; vy;yh 
capupdq;fSf;Fk; tho;f;if gpupakhdJ." - kfhtPuu; 
 
"Kill not, cause no pain. Nonviolence is the greatest religion." -  Mahaveer 
“nfhy;yhNj> typia Vw;gLj;jhNj. mfpk;irNa kpfg; ngupa rkak;." - kfhtPuu; 
 
"Courage, a liberal hand, wisdom, and energy: these four are qualities a king adorns 
forevermore." - Kural 382 
 
mQ;rhik <if mwpT+f;fk; ,e;ehd;Fk; 
vQ;rhik Nte;ju;f; fpay;G. - Fws; 382 
 
"An equity which knows no partiality is in itself a unique virtue." - Kural 111 
 
jFjp vdnthd;W ed;Nw gFjpahy; 
ghw;gl;L xOfg; ngwpd;. - Fws; 111 
 
"He is a God among men who shields his subjects." - Kural 388 
 
Kiwnra;J fhg;ghw;Wk; kd;dtd; kf;fl;F 
,iwnad;W itf;fg; gLk;. - Fws; 388 
 
"Technology is a useful servant but a dangerous master." — Christian Lous Lange 
njhopy;El;gk; xU gaDs;s Ntiyf;fhud; Mdhy; Mgj;jhd v[khdd; - fpwp];bad; Y}]; 
yhq;Nf 
 
"Ethics, too, are nothing but reverence for life." — Albert Schweitzer 
newpKiwfs; vd;gJ tho;f;iff;F kupahijiaj; jtpu Ntwpy;iy - My;gu;l; ];tpl;ru; 
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ETHICS IN THIRUKURAL 
 
Diction 
 
nrhy;Yf nrhy;iyg; gpwpNjhu;nrhy; mr;nrhy;iy 
nty;YQ;nrhy; ,d;ik mwpe;J. (Fws; 645) 
 
Speak so that what you say 
May never be gainsaid 
 
Decision-Making 
 
Fzk;ehbf; Fw;wKk; ehb mtw;Ws; 
kpifehb kpf;f nfhsy;. (Fws; 504) 
 
Examine merits and defects, 
Strike a balance, and choose 
 
Njuhd; gpwidj; njspe;jhd; topKiw 
jPuh ,Lk;ig jUk;. (Fws; 508) 
 
To choose a stranger untried 
Will trouble one’s life without end 
 
nghUs;fUtp fhyk; tpidaplndhL Ie;Jk; 

,Us;jPu vz;zpr; nray;.(675) 
 
Five things should be pondered over before you act: 
Resources, weapons, time, place and deed 
 
Ethical Behaviour 
 
jd;neQ; rwptJ ngha;aw;f ngha;j;jgpd; 

jd;neQ;Nr jd;idr; RLk;. (293) 
 
Lie not against your conscience 
Lest it burn you 
 
<d;whs; grpfhz;ghd; MapDQ; nra;aw;f 

rhd;Nwhu; gopf;Fk; tpid. (656) 
 
Do not do what the wise condemn 
Even to save your starving mother 
 
Communication 
 

,dpa csthf ,d;dhj $wy; 

fdp,Ug;gf; fha;ftu;e; jw;W. (100) 
 

To use harsh words when sweet ones are at hand 
It to prefer raw fruit to ripe 
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Self Discipline 
 
xOf;fk; tpOg;gk; juyhd; xOf;fk; 
caphpDk; Xk;gg; gLk; (131) 
 
Right conduct leads to excellence, and so 
Must be guarded above life 
 
Delegation 
 
nra;thid ehb tpidehbf; fhyj;NjhL 
va;j czh;e;J nray; (516) 
 
Weigh well the agent, the task and the time 
Before you act. 
 
Not Hurting Others 
 
,d;dh nra;jhiu xWj;jy; mth;ehz 
ed;dak; nra;J tply; (314) 
 
Punish an evil-doer by shaming him 
With a good deed, and forget 
 
Managing Stress 
 
,Lk;igf;F ,Lk;ig glg;gh; ,Lk;igf;F  
,Lk;g glhm jth; (623) 
 
Those whom grief cannot grieve 
Will grieve grief 
 
Listening 
 
nry;tj;Js; nry;tk; nrtpr;nry;tk; mr;nry;tk; 
nry;tj;Js; vy;yhk; jiy (411) 
 
The wealth of wealth is the ear; 
That wealth out tops all else 
 
Values 
 
eif<if ,d;nrhy; ,fohik ehd;Fk; 
tifvd;g tha;ikf; Fbf;F (953) 
 
A smiling face, a generous heart, sweet words and no scorn 
Are said to mark the well-born 
 
Knowledge 
 
mwpTmw;wq; fhf;Fq; fUtp nrWthh;f;Fk; 
cs;sopf;fy; Mfh muz; (421) 
 



 

10 | Page                        APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 

Wisdom is a weapon of defense,  
An inner fortress nor foe can raze 
 
Thoughts 
 
mwj;jhd; tUtNj ,d;gk; kw;nwy;yhk; 
Gwj;j GfOk; ,y (39) 
 
Virtue alone is happiness all else  
Is else, and without praise 
 
Motivation 
 
Mf;fk; ,oe;Njnkd;W my;yhthh; Cf;fk; 
xUte;jk; ifj;Jil ahh; (593) 
 
Those who have vigor will not lament 
The loss of goods 
 
Commitment 
 
vidj;jpl;gk; va;jpaf; fz;Zk; tpidj;jpl;gk; 
Ntz;lhiu Ntz;lhJ cyF (670) 
 
The world has no use for those however strong 
Who have no use for firmness 
 
Helping Others 
 
mwptpdhd; MFt Jz;Nlh gpwpjpd;Neha; 
je;Neha;Nghy; Nghw;whf; fil (315) 
 
What benefit has he derived from his knowledge, who does not endeavour to keep off pain from 
another as much as from himself? 
 
Leadership 
 
rkd;nra;J rPh;J}f;Fk; Nfhy;Nghy; mike;njhUghy; 
Nfhlhik rhd;Nwhh;f;F mzp (118) 
 
Like a just balance are the great 
Poised truly and unbiased 
 
Qualities of a king / leader 
 
mQ;rhik <if mwpt+f;fk; ,e;ehd;Fk; 
vQ;rhik Nte;jh;f;F ,ay;G (382) 
 
These four unfailing mark a king 
Courage, liberality, wisdom and energy 
 
J}q;fhik fy;tp JzpTcilik ,k;%d;Wk; 
ePq;fh epyd;Ms; gth;f;F (383) 
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A ruler should never lack these three 
Diligence, learning and boldness 
 
,aw;wYk; <l;lYk; fhj;jYk; fhj;j 
tFj;jYk; ty;yJ muR (385) 
 
He is a king who can do these 
Produce, acquire, conserve and dispense 
 
Truthfulness 
 
Gwe;J}a;ik ePuhd; mikAk; mfk;J}a;ik 
tha;ikahy; fhzg; gLk; (298) 
 
Water ensures external purity 
And truthfulness shows the internal 
 
Corporate social Responsibility 
 
Cuzp ePh;epiwe; jw;Nw cyFmthk; 
Nguwp thsd; jpU (215) 
 
The wealth of a wise philanthropist 
Is a village pool ever full 
 
Perseverance 
 
Mf;fk; mjh;tpdha;r; nry;Yk; mirtpyh 
Cf;fk; cilahd; cio (594) 
 
To a man of unshaken vigour 
Wealth will ask and find its way 
 
Highest of all virtues 
 
kdj;Jf;fz; khrpyd; Mjy; midj;jwd; 
MFy ePu gpw. 
 
Let him who does virtuous deeds be of spotless mind; to that extent is virtue;  
all else is vain show 


