
 

 

 
DISTRICT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEES (DHRCS) 

 
The establishment of DHRCs is primarily guided by the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) Act of 1993, which mandates the formation of such committees 
in every district across India. 
 
Composition 
 

• Chairperson: The District Collector or the District Magistrate serves as the 
Chairperson of the DHRC. This position ensures that the committee has direct 
access to administrative resources and support. 
 

• Members: The committee includes several members who are appointed based 
on their expertise and experience in human rights issues. These members 
often include: 

 
➢ Representatives from local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

working in the field of human rights. 
 

➢ Social activists with a proven track record in advocating for human 
rights. 
 

➢ Legal experts or practitioners familiar with human rights law. 
 

➢ Representatives from marginalized communities to ensure their voices 
are heard. 

 

• Ex-officio Members: Certain officials may also serve as ex-officio members, 
including: 

 
➢ The Superintendent of Police. 

 
➢ The Chief Medical Officer. 

 
➢ Other relevant district-level officials who can contribute to discussions 

on human rights violations. 
 
The exact composition may vary slightly depending on state regulations and specific 
needs within districts. 
 



 

 

Functions 
 

• Monitoring Violations: DHRCs are tasked with monitoring instances of 
human rights violations within their jurisdiction. They investigate complaints 
related to such violations and take necessary actions to address them. 
 

• Awareness Campaigns: One significant role of DHRCs is to conduct 
awareness programs aimed at educating the public about their human rights. 
This includes organizing workshops, seminars, and outreach activities that 
inform citizens about their legal rights and available remedies. 
 

• Advisory Role: DHRCs provide recommendations to local authorities 
regarding policies or practices that may infringe upon human rights. They 
advise on measures that can be taken to prevent violations and promote 
respect for human dignity. 
 

• Coordination with Other Bodies: DHRCs work closely with other 
governmental bodies, NGOs, and community organizations to coordinate 
efforts aimed at protecting human rights effectively. 
 

• Reporting Mechanism: They serve as a reporting mechanism for grievances 
related to human rights violations, ensuring that complaints are documented 
and addressed appropriately. 
 

• Research and Documentation: DHRCs engage in research activities related to 
human rights issues prevalent in their districts, documenting findings that 
can inform policy changes or interventions needed at higher levels. 
 

• Support for Victims: They provide support services for victims of human 
rights abuses, helping them access legal aid or psychological support as 
necessary. 

 
 


