EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–ApRIl 13,2022
TAMIL NADU
 The Tamil Nadu government - has reconstituted the State Board for Wildlife
for effective implementation of wildlife projects and scientific management
of protected areas.
 Chief Minister MK Stalin will be the board’s chairperson and Forests Minister K
Ramachandran will be the vice-chairperson of the board

 In this regard, the government has issued orders reconstituting the board under
Section 6 of Wildlife Protection Act 1972 for a period of two years
 The Board has three Members of the State Legislative Assembly
 N. Eramakrishnan, MLA, Cumbum Assembly Constituency,
 T Udayasuriyan, MLA, Sankarapuram Assembly Constituency and
 P Senthil Kumar, MLA, Palani Assembly Constituency
 Further, the Board has representatives of NGOs such as Pratim Roy of Keystone
Foundation, K. Kalidasan of OSAI Environmental Organisation and C. P.
Rajkumar of Nalam Hospital.
 The Board also comprises conservationists and environmentalists including Tarsh
Thekaekara from Deivarnalai, Gudalur and Antony Clement Rubin from Chennai,
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and two representatives from the Scheduled Tribes, S. Savithri from
Ambasamudaram, Tirunelveli, and S. Thangapandi from Aandipatti, Theni.
 Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife Warden will be the
member secretary of the board.
 The Board will advise the State government on various wildlife related things,
including
 the election and management on the areas to be declared as protected
ones,
 formulation of policy for protection and conservation of wildlife and specified
plants,
 measures to be taken for integrating the needs of the tribal and other forest
dwellers with the protection and conservation of wildlife.
 The term of the previous board ended in November 2021.
 The system of contactless service option – came into effect across regional
transport offices (RTOs) in the state on April 12

 Under the system, motorists across the state can now get learner’s licences (LLR)
without visiting regional transport offices (RTOs).
 Further, the renewal of licence or address change on the licence can be done
‘online’ through the Parivahan portal of the Union road transport ministry.
 Applicants can download LLRs after clearing the test online.
 The renewed licences and those with addresses changed will be sent by post
within 30 working days.
 This contactless service option was made available by the Centre in 2018
 Every year, RTOs in TN issue more than 12 lakh LLRs in 11 categories.
 The term of the Tamil Nadu Dr MGR Medical University vice-chancellor, Dr
Sudha Seshayyan - has been extended by one more year
 The order in this regard was issued by governor R N Ravi, who is the chancellor
of the university.
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 Dr Sudha’s term ended on December 2021 and she will now be in charge of the
University until December 30, 2022
 To select a new vice chancellor, a committee headed by former IAS officer
R. Poornalingam was constituted after the expiry of Dr Sudha’s tenure and it has
already submitted its recommendations to the Governor
 Dr Sudha Seshayyan was appointed as the 10th Vice-Chancellor of the University
in 2018 by the then Governor Banwarilal Purohit.

 She has served as the Vice-Chancellor of the Madras Medical College and has
also received the Dr MGR Medical University Award for Best Administrator
 Dr Sudha has also contributed extensively to medical journals and has served on
the editorial review team for Grace Anatomy.
 Students of Sri Chaitanya Techno School, Keelkattalai - won the third prize
in the artistic merit category in the NASA Space Settlement Contest 2021-22.
 S Novia of Class VII and Rishab Aadhithya of Class VIII bagged the artistic merit
award for ‘A Man Testing the Settlement In Space’.
 This year, the contest received 3,076 entries involving over 17,000 students from
22 countries.
 This contest was administered by NASA Ames Research Center for 25 years
 In 2019 the National Space Society took over administration of the contest at
NASA’s invitation.

NATIONAL
 Draupati, one of the iconic paintings of legendary Raja Ravi Varma - was
sold for a massive ₹ 21.1 crore in an auction.
 The painting that was owned by a private collector was auctioned recently under
the title of Modern Indian Art.
 The painting from the Indian epic Mahabharata depicts Dushasan attempting to
disrobe Draupadi surrounded by Kauravas and Pandavas in the palace.
 The bid for the painting titled ‘Draupadi Vastraharan’ was estimated between ₹15
crore and ₹ 20 crore.
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 Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad had commissioned 14 paintings made by Varma
from 1888 to 1890 and Draupadi Vastraharan was one of them.
 The king had commissioned the exquisite paintings for the grand Laxmi Vilas
Palace that was being built in the erstwhile Baroda state.
 Hailed as the Father of Modern Indian Art, Varma chose the painting themes from
the Mahabharata and Ramayana.
 These works were first exhibited in erstwhile Trivandrum, renamed now as
Thiruvananthapuram, and then in Baroda state.
 These paintings later adorned the walls of the imposing Durbar Hall in the palace.

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 The fourth edition of India-US 2+2 ministerial dialogue – was held in
Washington on April 11
 The meeting was attended by the US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.

 The joint statement issued after the Dialogue stated "the United States conveyed
its full support to India's upcoming G20 Presidency"
 At present, the group's presidency is held by Indonesia.
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 India's term will start on December 1 this year and will continue till November
2023.
 During the dialogue, the Ministers reiterated their commitment to work closely on
international security, social, and economic issues of global interest and impact
 The focus of the meeting was on the situation in Ukraine and its consequences as
well as shared Indian and American interests in the Indo-Pacific
 The dialogue also discussed India’s COP26 clean energy commitments and clean
energy transition
 On the defence side, the two countries announced several measures at
enhancing cooperation, including India joining the Bahrain-based multilateral
partnership, Combined Maritime Force (CMF), as an associate partner.
 Further, both sides agreed to explore possibilities of utilising the Indian shipyards
for repair and maintenance of ships of the U.S. Maritime Sealift Command to
support mid-voyage repair of U.S. Naval ships
 In the joint statement, India and the US called for concerted action against all
terrorist groups – listing out al Qaeda, Islamic State, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-eMohammad and Hizbul Mujahideen.
 Following the discussions, India and the U.S. signed the Memorandum of
Understanding on Space Situational Awareness — to further cooperation in outerspace.
 Further, the two countries decided to conduct their inaugural Defence Space
Dialogue as well as AI Dialogue this year to add to the existing Defence Cyber
Dialogue.

ECONOMY
 The Centre - has surpassed the target set for asset monetisation for the year
2021-22
 The target for 2021-22 was set at Rs 88,000 crore from asset monetisation.
 Against this, the government has already raised over Rs 97,000 crore with roads,
power, coal, mining and minerals accounting for a large share of the transactions.
 Considering the progress made, there is a strong possibility that Rs 1 lakh crore
mark will be crossed for 2021-22 when the final numbers are announced.
 The Centre has set a target of Rs 1. 67 lakh crore for the current fiscal year, which
began in April 2022
 The cumulative potential over the years on account of monetisation transactions
completed during 2021-22 is estimated at Rs 9 lakh crore.
 The ministry of coal topped the chart raising Rs 40,000 crore from various
transactions including auction of 22 blocks
 It was followed by the ministry of road transport and highways with a monetisation
value of projects estimated Rs 23,000 crore
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 The minerals sector fetched Rs 18,700 crore and the power ministry raised Rs
9,500 crore.
 The Railways was at the bottom of the list, raising just about Rs 800 crore.
 The Centre is now planning to partner with states to monetise significant
infrastructure assets to boost investment in infrastructure.
 The Centre had unveiled the Rs 6 lakh crore asset monetisation plan in August
last year over the next four years.
 Assets which have been identified include roads, power transmission and
generation, gas pipelines, warehousing, Railways, telecom, 25 airports, 31
projects in 9 major ports, coal and mineral mining, sports stadia, redevelopment of
colonies.
 Only brownfield assets will be considered and land has been left out.

SPORTS
 GM R Praggnanandhaa - won the prestigious Reykjavik Open chess
tournament in Iceland on April 12

 In the nine round swiss tournament, R Praggnanandhaa defeated compatriot GM
D Gukesh in the final round to win the 5,000-euro first prize ($5,413).
 The 16-year old R Praggnanandhaa scored 7½ points and finished half-point
ahead of the second place winners.
 The win helped Praggu gain 13. 2 ELO points, apart from his current ELO rating
of 2624
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 Max Warmerdam, Mads Andersen, Hjörvar Steinn Grétarsson, and Abhimanyu
Mishra tied for the second place.
 Gukesh, who secured six points, finished 17th while GM Abhijeet Gupta took the
eighth spot, securing 6.5 points
 R Praggnanandhaa also posted four other wins, including the one over American
Abhimanyu Mishra
 Last year, Abhimanyu Mishra became the then youngest Grandmaster at the age
of 12 years and four months.
 It has to be recalled that R Praggnanandhaa defeated World Champion Magnus
Carlsen in the eighth round of the online rapid chess tournament, Airthings Master
in February 2022
 On April 12, the disciplines of shooting, archery and wrestling – were
removed from the Commonwealth Games (CWG) programme for the 2026
edition
 The Victorian region in Australia was confirmed as host for the CWG 2026 by the
Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF).
 The multi-sport event will take place in March 2026 across multiple cities and
regional hubs including Melbourne, Geelong, Bendigo, Ballarat and Gippsland.
 The opening ceremony will take place at the iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG)
 In this regard, the host city contract was signed between the CGF’s Executive
Board, Commonwealth Games Australia (CGAus) and the government of Victoria.
 It has to be recalled that India has won several medals in the three axed games shooting, archery and wrestling
 The local organising committee (OC) has decided to keep 16 sports on the initial
list of the Games programme, with further sports to be added later this year.
 The sports list to be included in the games includes aquatics (swimming, para
swimming and diving), athletics & para athletics, badminton, boxing, beach
volleyball, T20 cricket T20, cycling, gymnastics, hockey, lawn bowls and para
lawn bowls, netball, rugby sevens, squash, table tennis & para table tennis,
triathlon & para triathlon and weightlifting & para powerlifting.
 It is the prerogative of the host nation to choose disciplines among the 22-strong
list of core sports.
 The “2026/30 Strategic Roadmap” approved by the CGF in October 2021 had
recommended athletics and aquatics as the only compulsory sports at future
CWG to attract new audiences.
 The roadmap approved had recommended the inclusion of at least 15 sports for
2026 and onwards.
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