EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – NOVEMBER 29,2021
-

STATES

 Kerala Tourism – to launch ‘STREET project’ across seven districts to
enrich visitor experience and take tourism deep into the interior regions of
the state
 The STREET is an acronym for “Sustainable, Tangible, Responsible, Experiential,
Ethnic, Tourism” hubs.
 In the first phase, the project would be implemented in Kadalundi in Kozhikode,
Thrithala and Pattithara in Palakkad, Pinarayi and Ancharakkandi in Kannur,
Maravanthuruthu and Manchira in Kottayam, Valiyaparamba in Kasaragod,
Kanthalloor in Idukki and Chekadi in Wayanad.
 The project is conceived by the Responsible Tourism Mission and inspired by the
'Tourism for Inclusive Growth' slogan of The United Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO)
 Green street, cultural street, village life experience street, experiential tourism
street, agri-tourism street, water street and art street are various themes that have
been planned as part of the project
 The project would be implemented in the Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode
and would have local bodies and residents of these locations as stakeholders
 In every chosen location, at least three such streets would be set up.
 The STREET project would have a time frame of four years for implementation.
 Separate projects under the scheme for enterprises by women and other
marginalized communities and in sectors like agri-tourism have also been planned

NATIONAL
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi - addressed the nation in the 83rd episode of
his monthly radio programme 'Mann Ki Baat' on November 28, which is the
second last edition of the year.
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 In his address, the PM saluted the country's soldiers ahead of the Navy Day and
National Flag Day, to be celebrated on December 16.
 He also saluted the security forces ahead of the golden jubilee of India's victory
over Pakistan in the 1971 war
 PM Modi also paid tribute to BR Ambedkar, whose death anniversary falls on
December 6
 The PM also interacted with a beneficiary of the Ayushmann Bharat health
mission and called upon more people to reap its benefits and spread awareness
about it among others.
 Asserting that this is an era of startups, the PM said that there are over 70
startups in India that have crossed the valuation of more than 1 billion and held
that the country is a global leader in the ‘start-up’ domain
 PM Modi went on to highlight how people across the country were celebrating
India’s 75th year of independence
 In this regard, he praised ‘Azaadi Ki Kahaani Bacchon Ki Zubani’ poem
creation programme of the Delhi government in which children from Nepal,
Mauritius, Tanzania, New Zealand and Fiji also participated
 He also spoke about the significance of places like Jhansi in India’s freedom
struggle
 The PM said that in every country with a large youth population, three aspects,
“ideas, innovation and the can-do spirit”, matter a lot.
 The PM interacted with Pune-based engineer Mayur Patil, the founder and
director of Small Spark Concepts, who along with his three college friends has
suggested a solution to the pollution problem by introducing technology which
reduces emissions of buses by 40%.
 Later during his interaction, the PM appreciated Gulf of Mannar forest officials
and Thoothukudi residents for the palmyra seed plantation drive in the islands of
the Gulf of Mannar Marine Biosphere Reserve to prevent the erosion of the
island.
 Palmyra trees can withstand storm and cyclones, besides preventing soil
erosion
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 The Gulf of Mannar ecosystem extending for 364.9 km between
Rameshwaram and Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu supports a rich
biodiversity of about 4223 species of various flora and fauna.
In his closing note, PM Modi cautioned that the Covid-19 pandemic is not over yet
and it was the responsibility of everyone to take precautions against the disease.
In his last episode of Mann Ki Baat, which was broadcast on October 24, the
Prime Minister had emphasised on the implementation of Swacch Bharat
Abhiyan.
"Mann Ki Baat" is the Prime Minister's monthly radio address, which is broadcast
on the last Sunday of every month.
The programme was broadcasted on the entire network of AIR and Doordarshan
and also on AIR News and mobile app.
The first episode of Mann Ki Baat was broadcast on October 3, 2014

 On November 26, Indo-German Science & Technology Centre (IGSTC) –
launched a first-of-its-kind programme to promote women in the field of
research and development through lateral entry

 The programme is called ‘Women’s Involvement in Science and Engineering
Research (WISER)’ program
 It seeks to enable gender equality and women’s participation in Science and
Technology through IGSTC’s program.
 This programme was launched in addition to the ongoing flagship 2+2 program of
the IGSTC.
 IGSTC is a joint initiative of the Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Government of India and the Federal Ministry of Education and Research
(BMBF), Government of Germany,
 This program by IGSTC will support women scientists holding regular/long term
research positions in academia or research institutes/industry.
 IGSTC is going to support the awardees with a maximum amounting to Rs.
39 lakhs from the Indian side and € 48000 from the German side
 WISER program will offer 20 awards per year.
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 The program was launched in the presence of eminent woman scientists from
both countries.
 From Indian side, Dr. Tessy Thomas, DRDO, and Dr. Muthayya Vanitha, ISRO,
welcomed and appraised the program.
 Dr. Nisha Mehndiratta, Head WISE-KIRAN, DST, was also present at the launch.

INTERNATIONAL
 Barbados, a former British colony – becomes the world’s newest republic
this week
 Famous for its beaches and love of cricket, Barbados will replace its head of
state, Queen Elizabeth II, with her current representative, Governor General
Sandra Mason.
 In October, Barbados elected Mason to become its first president, one year after
Prime Minister Mia Mottley declared the country would "fully" leave its colonial
past.
 Mottley invited Prince Charles to be the guest of honor of the transition ceremony
and awarded him the Order of Freedom of Barbados, the highest national honor.
 On November 30 1966, Barbados gained independence from Britain after over
200 years of slavery

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 A Tribes India Conclave - was organized in association with the Ministry of
External Affairs at Tribes India ‘Aadi Mahotsav’ in New Delhi on November
27, 2021

 The ‘diplomats day’ event was attended by around 100 diplomats from more than
20 foreign missions in India besides senior officials from the Ministry of External
Affairs and other ministries
 The dignitaries included diplomats from over 20 countries such as Poland, Kiribati,
South Korea, Mexico, Thailand, Laos, Switzerland, Bangladesh, Maldives, US,
Brazil apart from delegates from United Nations
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 The dignitaries visited about 200 stalls on display that showcase tribal-made
products ranging from traditional weaves to jewellery and paintings and toys
 In addition, there were live demonstrations by artisans on making pottery, puppet
show, Lac bangles and Gond paintings
 TRIFED, Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been facilitating the promotion of GI tag
products along with tribal products in the event
 The Aadi Mahotsav – A Celebration of the Spirit of Tribal Crafts, Culture and
Commerce is taking place at Dilli Haat, New Delhi till February 30, 2021

APPOINTMENTS
 On November 28, senior bureaucrat, Vivek Johri – has been appointed as
the chairman of Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)

 Vivek Johri has been holding the position of Member (Tax Policy) in CBIC,
handling GST and tax policy
 He replaces former chairman M Ajit Kumar, who tenure ends on November 30,
2021
 The appointment of Johri, a 1985-batch Indian Revenue Service (Customs and
Indirect Taxes) officer, was approved by the Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet.
 CBIC is the nodal national agency to administer GST, Customs, Central Excise,
Service Tax & Narcotics in India.
 CBIC is headed by a chairperson and comprises of six members.

AWARDS
 Japanese director Masakazu Kaneko’s ‘Ring Wandering’ - bagged the
coveted Golden Peacock Award at the closing ceremony of the 52nd edition
of the International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa on November 28
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 The Golden Peacock has a cash prize of ₹20 lakh for Kaneko and ₹20 lakh for
producer Takashi Shiotsuki
 Czech Republic’s Václav Kadrnka won the Silver Peacock for Best Director
for ‘Saving One Who Is Dead’
 The Silver Peacock for Best Actor (Male) was bagged by Jitendra Joshi for his
performance in Nikhil Mahajan’s ‘Godavari’.
 The best actor female award went to Angela Molina for her Paraguay film
‘Charlotte’ from filmmaker Simon Franco.
 The best film award was shared by South African Film “Barakat” and Russian Film
“The Sun above me Never Sets”.
 The Best film, Barakat, was nominated from South Africa for Best
International feature at 94th Academy Awards of 2022
 ‘Godavari’ also shared the Silver Peacock for Special Jury Award with Brazilian
actor Renata Carvalho for her performance in Rodrigo de Oliveira’s ‘The First
Fallen’.
 The Special Jury Mention was given to Roman Vasyanov for his Russian film ‘The
Dorm’
 ‘Lingui – The Sacred Bonds’, directed by Mahamat-Saleh Haroun from Chad, won
the ICFT UNESCO Gandhi Award
 CBFC chairman and Lyricist Prasoon Joshi was honoured with the Indian Film
Personality of the Year award.
 Joshi, who has penned songs for movies Rang De Basanti, Taare Zameen
Par and Bhaag Milkha Bhaag, dedicated the award to his home state
Uttarakhand.
 Uttar Pradesh was awarded the friendliest state for film shooting.
 For the first time, the BRICS Film Festival was also held alongside the
International Film Festival of India
 A special package of films from the five countries -- Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa -- was showcased.in the BRICS Film Festival
 Actor Dhanush’s stellar performance in director Vetrimaran’s Tamil film ‘Asuran’
fetched him the Best Actor Award at the BRICS Film Festival
 Dhanush had won a National Award for the same film earlier this year.
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 Lara Boldorini was awarded the Best Actor (female) at the festival for her
performance in the Brazilian film ‘On Wheels’.
 The festival’s closing ceremony was attended by Union minister for information
and broadcasting Anurag Thakur, Goa chief minister Pramod Sawant, and
Bollywood personalities Hema Malini and actor Manoj Bajpayee, among others.
 Madhuri Dixit Nene, who was the chief guest for the closing ceremony, lauded the
organisers for showcasing films made by women filmmakers.
 The 52nd edition of the festival saw five major OTT players including Netflix,
Amazon Prime, Zee5, Voot and SonyLIV participating in the event for the first time
through masterclasses, screening, and virtual events
 The film festival, which opened on November 20, was held partially on ground and
online
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