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TAMIL NADU 
 On December 8, Chief minister M K Stalin - sought urgent intervention of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi for deferring the proposed amendments to 
the Electricity Act, 2003 

 The CM had cited far-reaching detrimental implications for the state discoms in his 
letter to the Prime Minister 

 According to the CM, the proposed amendment bill plans to delicense the 
distribution sector of electricity, by introducing a concept of ‘Distribution Company’  

 As per the proposed bill, deemed registration of any such distribution company is 
done after 60 days of application. 

 This step will give access to private players to supply power to select consumers  
 It will enable them to use the already laid out distribution network of the public 

sector power companies without any investment or any responsibility to maintain it 
 In addition, such new distribution companies would be able to selectively access 

all the high value customers in commercially viable areas.  
 Further, by giving powers to the National Load Despatch Centre (NLDC), many 

significant functionalities of the SLDCs, discoms and state governments will be 
controlled by NLDC 

 As per the proposed amendments, NLDC is empowered to handle integrated 
operation of the power system, optimum scheduling of electricity across different 
states and regions, monitoring of grid operations and giving directions to regional 
and state load despatch centres. 

 Citing the high penalty charges being proposed, the CM said it may not be 
appropriate to cover the non-fulfilment of Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPO) 
due to various genuine reasons like disruptions due to natural calamities. 

NATIONAL 
 On December 8, the government - agreed in principle to all the suggestions 

of the protesting farmer unions 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–DECEMBER 9, 2021 
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 This includes their demand for ‘unconditional’ withdrawal of cases registered 
against farmers and their supporters.  

 The Centre’s draft proposal could set the stage for announcement of suspension 
of protests along Delhi borders on December 9 

 December 9 marks the 378th day of the protest that began with a call to march to 
Delhi on November 26 last year. 

 

 
 

 The Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) — a joint platform of more than 30 farmer 
unions — unanimously agreed to the government’s fresh proposal  

 The Union requested the Centre to send a “formal communication signed on the 
government’s letterhead” so that it could take a call on lifting the year-long 
agitation. 

 Among the key demands of the farm unions is a legislation guaranteeing current 
system of Minimum Support Price (MSP) for farm produce. 

 The farmers' demands also include compensation to those farmers who lost their 
lives during the year-long agitation against the three contentious farm laws. 

 On November 19, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that his government 
would withdraw the three contentious agricultural reform laws  

 The repeal of these three legislations has been one of the key demands of around 
40 farmer unions protesting at various Delhi border points since over a year. 

 The three laws were The Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Act; The Farmers' (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of Price 
Assurance and Farm Services Act; and The Essential Commodities (Amendment) 
Act. 

 The laws were repealed by Parliament on November 29, 2021 
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 On December 8, the Rajya Sabha - gave its nod to the Assisted 
Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Bill, 2021 to regulate and supervise 
assisted reproductive technology clinics  

 The Upper House also passed the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2020 with 
amendments 

 These Bills are aimed at providing a legal framework to curb unethical practices in 
reproductive services as well as safeguard interest of women. 

 ART Bill, which was passed by Lok Sabha earlier this month, will regulate and 
supervise infertility-related services like in-vitro fertilisation, embryo transfers and 
sperm banks  
 The bill also prohibits sex selection and sex determination. 
 It proposes to establish a “National Registry and Registration Authority” as a 

database of all the clinics and medical professionals working in the field 
 The bill also proposes to constitute a National Board to set minimum 

standards of physical infrastructure, diagnostic equipment, expert manpower 
and laboratory. 

 The bill was first drafted by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).  
 It was first introduced in 2020 in the Lok Sabha but it referred the bill to a 

standing committee 
 The surrogacy bill now has provisions to allow “willing woman” instead of “close 

relative” to become a surrogate mother 
 It also proposes that widows and divorced women can also benefit from its 

provisions, besides infertile Indian couples.  
 The proposed insurance cover for a surrogate mother has also now been 

increased to 36 months from 16 months earlier.  
 The bill aims to regulate surrogacy while prohibiting commercial surrogacy. 

The proposed surrogacy bill was earlier passed by Lok Sabha, but Rajya 
Sabha had referred it to a select committee.  

 It will now go back to Lok Sabha for approval. 
 Both the bills seek to curb unethical practices related to issues like sex selection 

and exploitation of surrogate mothers.  
 The provisions include both monetary penalty as well as jail terms for violations. 
 Under the provisions of the ART Bill, the first offence will entail a penalty of ₹5-10 

lakh, whereas a second or repeat offence will entail a fine of Rs 10-20 lakh and a 
jail term of 10 years.  

 Offences under the surrogacy bill entail a jail term of 10 years. 
 
 The CBSE - has been designated to act as the School Standards Authority 

(SSA) for schools affiliated to it and those run by Kendriya Vidyalayas 
Sangathan (KVS) and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS) 

 This was announced by education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on December 8 
in a written reply in Rajya Sabha. 
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 According to the Minister, the National Education Policy (NEP) recommended that 
CBSE shall prepare a framework in consultation with the ministry of education for 
schools controlled, managed and aided by the central government. 

 State governments will designate State School Standards Authority (SSSA) for 
schools run by them. 

 Already, CBSE has prepared standards in different areas of school functioning 
like curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, infrastructure, inclusive practices, human 
resources, management and governance, and leadership  

 It had also prepared the ‘assessment tool’ for the framework of standards called 
‘School Quality Assessment and Assurance’. 

INTERNATIONAL 
 Canada - joined Australia and Britain in a US-led diplomatic boycott of the 

2022 Winter Olympic Games in Beijing  
 The US has said its government officials would boycott February’s Beijing 

Olympics because of China’s human rights “atrocities”. 
 China said the US would “pay a price” for its decision and warned of counter-

measures but gave no details.  
 According to British PM Boris Johnson, there will be effectively a diplomatic 

boycott of the Winter Olympics in Beijing with no ministers are expected to attend 
and no officials, however indicating that British athletes will still compete. 

 Earlier, Australian PM Scott Morrison said its decision came because of 
Australia’s struggles to re-open diplomatic channels with China to discuss alleged 
human rights abuses in the far western region of Xinjiang and Beijing’s moves 
against Australian imports.  

 Meanwhile, Japan said it is also considering not sending cabinet members to the 
Games.  

DEFENCE 
 President Ram Nath Kovind - presented the President’s Standard award to 

the 22nd Missile Vessels Squadron of the Indian Navy at a ceremony held in 
the Naval dockyard, Mumbai on December 8 

 The President’s Standard is the highest honour bestowed by the Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces to a military unit in recognition of the service 
rendered to the nation 

 Speaking on the occasion, President Kovind recalled the role played by the 22nd 
Missile Squadron in bombing and sinking Pakistan naval ships during the 1971 
war. 

 It is because of these heroic deeds of the ships and men of the Squadron that the 
22nd Missile Squadron earned the title of ‘Killers’. 
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 Code-named Op Trident, the 1971 operation is considered to be one of the most 
successful operations in modern naval history, with no casualties being sustained 
by the Indian forces. 

 

 
 

 The ceremony was attended by Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari, 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral R Hari Kumar and Vice Admiral Ajendra Bahadur 
Singh, who heads the western naval command. 

 The 22nd Missile Vessels Squadron was formally established at Mumbai in 
October 1991 with 10 Veer Class and three Prabal Class missile boats. 

 The year also marks the fifty years since the inception of the Missile Vessel 
Squadron 

 The 22nd Missile Vessel Squadron has participated in Operation Vijay, Operation 
Parakram and most recently, it was deployed within striking distance off the 
Pakistan coast following the Pulwama attack 

 The Squadron has earned several honours and awards for conspicuous gallantry 
and distinguished service, which includes Maha Vir Chakra, Vir Chakra and 
Nausena Medals 

 On May 27, 1951, then-President of India Dr. Rajendra Prasad presented the 
Indian Navy with the President's Colours.  

 According to the Navy, the President's Standard is the same honour as the 
President's Colours, although it is given to a smaller military structure or unit. 

ECONOMY 
 The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI's) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) - 

decided to keep all key rates unchanged on December 8 
 The MPC voted unanimously to retain the repo rate, at which the RBI lends to 

banks, at 4%. 
 The reverse repo rate, at which it borrows from banks, was maintained at 3.35% 

too. 
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 Further, the apex bank announced a road map to reduce some of the Rs 9-lakh-
croreplus surplus liquidity which it had infused last year to alleviate the economic 
impact of the pandemic.  

 

 
 

 The Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) rate and bank rate also remained 
unchanged at 4.25% 

 Speaking on the GDP, RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das said that the projection for 
real GDP growth is maintained at 9.5% 

 Speaking about inflation, the RBI governor said that the FY22 CPI inflation target 
is maintained at 5.3% 

 The central bank had last revised the policy rate on May 22, 2020 
 In the last policy review on October 8, the RBI had kept the key lending rates 

unchanged for eight consecutive times 

OBITUARY 
 Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat, his wife and 11 others - died in an 

IAF helicopter crash near Coonoor in Tamil Nadu’s Nilgiris district on 
December 8 

 The country’s first Chief of Defence Staff, General Bipin Rawat, his wife 
Madhulika Rawat, a serving brigadier and 10 more defence personnel died in a 
Mi-17V5 helicopter crash in hilly terrain and foggy conditions  

 Group Captain Varun Singh, directing staff at DSSC and decorated with the 
Shaurya Chakra on Independence Day this year, was the sole survivor and is 
receiving medical treatment at the military hospital in Wellington. 

 Rawat was on his way to the Defence Services Staff College (DSSC) in 
Wellington to deliver a lecture when his Russian-made Mi-17V5 helicopter 
crashed. 

 His wife, president of the Defence Wives Welfare Association, was accompanying 
him along with members of the CDS staff. 
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 Rawat was overseeing a tri-services modernisation plan to bring synergy and 
enhance combat capability of the tri-services  

 

 
 

 Gen Rawat left Delhi in the morning and later boarded an IAF Mi-17V5 helicopter 
that took off from Sulur Air Force Station in Coimbatore for the DSSC in 
Wellington.  

 The chopper crashed into a gorge close to Nanjappa Chathram, a settlement near 
Katteri, around 7km from Coonoor and 10km from the DSSC 

 The chopper crashed just seven minutes before it was to land in Wellington.  
 The others who died in the crash were Brigadier LS Lidder (the CDS’ defence 

adviser), Lt Col Harjinder Singh, Wing Commander PS Chauhan, Squadron 
Leader Kuldeep Singh, Junior Warrant Officers Das and Pradeep A, Havildar 
Satpal, Naik Jitender Kumar, Naik Gursewak Singh, Lance Naik Vivek Kumar and 
Lance Naik Sai Teja. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi, President Ram Nath Kovind and Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh led the nation in mourning the death of Rawat 

 Tamil Nadu chief minister M K Stalin visited Wellington military hospital in the 
evening 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh told parliament that a tri-service inquiry has been 
set up to investigate the crash 

 The enquiry will be headed by Air Marshal Manvendra Singh, Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief Training Command. 
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 Mi-17 V5 has powerful engines and advanced avionics, weather radars, autopilot 
systems, and IAF crews are well trained to fly them under Instrument Flight Rules 
(IFR) 

 

 
 

 The worst Mi-17 V-5 crash in the IAF took place in June 2013 when 20 personnel 
were killed after their chopper went down during rescue operations for the 
Uttarakhand floods. 

 The IAF inducted around 150 armed Mi-17 V5 mediumlift helicopters, which are 
among the latest variants of the military transport chopper, in the 2011-2018 
timeframe.  

 The deals signed with Russia, with the first in 2008 and the second in 2012, were 
together worth well over $2 billion 

 Weaponised for combat operations, these Mi-17 V-5 helicopters are used to carry 
troops and cargo and can also operate in high-altitude areas like Siachen and 
Ladakh.  

 They are also used to transport VVIPs like the President and PM within the 
country 
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 Earlier, General Bipin Rawat had emerged virtually uninjured as a Lt-General 
when his single-engine Cheetah helicopter had crashed immediately after taking 
off from a helipad in Nagaland in February 2015 

 Rawat, 63, had served the country's defence sector for more than four decades.  
 He had joined the army in December 1978 as a second lieutenant after graduating 

from the Dehradun-based Indian Military Academy where he was awarded the 
coveted “Sword of Honour” for exceptional performance 

 He was commissioned into the 5/11 Gorkha Rifles, the battalion his father Lt Gen 
L S Rawat also commanded.  

 During his military career Rawat commanded the forces in the crucial area of 
Jammu & Kashmir and along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) bordering China 

 He was credited with reducing insurgency in the northeastern and supervised a 
cross-border counter-insurgency operation into neighbouring Myanmar 

 In December 2016, the Modi government superseded two senior Lt-Generals, 
Praveen Bakshi and P M Hariz, to appoint Gen Rawat as the 27th Chief of Army 
Staff 

 Gen Rawat responded to the confidence placed in him by showing his mettle 
during the 73-day face-off at Doklam near the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet tri-junction in 
2017 

 

 
 

 The government appointed him as the CDS of the 15-lakh strong armed forces on 
December 31, 2019 with a four-star general status like the Army, Navy and IAF 
chiefs but with the clear “first among the equals” as the permanent chairman of 
the chiefs of staff committee.  

 He also became the secretary of the newly created Department of military affairs 
in the defence ministry. 
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TRIBUTE TO CDS GEN BIPIN RAWAT – REPORT 
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