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TAMIL NADU 
 On November 3, the state government - has passed an order making a Tamil 

qualifying exam mandatory for all government jobs in Tamil Nadu. 
 Until now, candidates not having adequate knowledge of Tamil were eligible for 

government jobs if they were to fulfill other qualifications mandated by recruiting 
agencies  

 Such candidates had to pass a Tamil language paper (Class II standard) within 
two years of their appointment.  

 As per the government order taking immediate effect, the Tamil qualifying exam is 
mandatory for all recruitment exams conducted by the Tamil Nadu Public Service 
Commission.  

 Candidates must get a minimum of 40% marks to qualify in the Class X-level 
exam.  

 TNPSC will not evaluate the answer sheets of other subjects if the candidates do 
not qualify in the Tamil exam 

 

 
 

 For exams conducted by the Teachers Recruitment Board, the Medical Services 
Recruitment Board, the Tamil Nadu Uniformed Services Recruitment Board, and 
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the Tamil Nadu Forest Uniformed Services Recruitment Committee, separate 
orders on Tamil exam will be issued. 

 For Group I, II and IIA posts, the qualifying exam will be conducted along with 
main written exam.  

 The descriptive-type paper will test the ability of candidates in translation, 
understanding meaning of words, letter writing, and essay writing.  

 Candidates must score 40 out of 100 marks to pass the test.  
 For group III and IV posts in state services that have single-stage examination, 

general Tamil will be made mandatory and general English option will be 
removed. 

 Candidates need to appear for the Tamil Eligibility cum Scoring Test for 150 
marks along with general studies, aptitude, and mental ability papers which will be 
conducted for 150 marks.  

 Only if candidates score 40% marks in the Tamil Eligibility cum Scoring Test, the 
other paper will be evaluated. 

 The marks scored in both papers will be considered for the rank list. 
 For other single-stage exams too, candidates need to clear the Tamil exam to get 

their answer sheets evaluated. 
 
 The state government - has established Tamil Nadu Unmanned Aerial 

Vehicles Corporation (TNUAVC) in partnership with Madras Institute of 
Technology, Anna University to assist drone operations for different 
purposes. 

 In this regard, the Higher Education Department has issued orders sanctioning a 
share capital of ₹10 crore for the corporation, which has been divided into one 
crore equity shares of ₹10 each. 

 The board of directors of the Corporation will include the Higher Education 
Secretary who will be its chairman and an IAS officer will be the managing 
director. 

 The Additional Chief Secretary or the Finance Secretary or his or her nominee will 
be one of the directors 

 The secretaries/representatives of municipal administration and water supply, 
industries, revenue and disaster management, the Additional Director-General of 
Police (Technical Services), the Director of Technical Education, a representative 
from Anna University and a chief executive officer, who will be recruited on 
deputation, would serve as the directors. 

 The 100% government-owned company will have a registered office at Directorate 
of Technical Education (DoTE), Guindy and a functional office on MIT campus in 
Chrompet 

 The daily activity management of the corporation would be the responsibility of the 
Managing Director. 
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STATES 
 Cyclone Jawad – to become the first cyclone to hit Odisha coast in the 

month of December, based on the India Meteorological Department (IMD)’s 
nearly 130 years of recorded history 

 

 
 

 The coastal state has been hit by more than 100 cyclones since 1891, when IMD 
started compiling cyclone data. 

 The east coast has witnessed 14 cyclones in December since 1891, hitting other 
Indian states or Bangladesh.  

 Of them, only five December cyclones had some impact on Odisha, mainly in 
terms of rainfall.  

 Most recently, Cyclone Phethai had made landfall in East Godavari district in 
Andhra Pradesh on December 17, 2018.  

 Odisha is generally hit by cyclones in May-June, just before the arrival of 
monsoon, and October-November, following the withdrawal of monsoon. 

 IMD has predicted that Jawad may make landfall near Puri, triggering heavy rain 
in coastal districts with wind speed of maximum 90kmph. 

 ‘Jawad’ is the name given by Saudi Arabia as per standard protocol in the list of 
tropical cyclones  

NATIONAL 
 Pharmaceutical company Zydus Cadila's Covid-19 vaccine ‘ZyCoV-D’ - will 

initially be introduced in seven states having low first dose coverage, before 
the nationwide launch 

 ZyCoV-D is the world’s first DNA-based and needle-free Covid-19 vaccine 
 It is administered using PharmaJet, a needle-free applicator to ensure painless 

intradermal vaccine delivery 
 ZyCoV-D is also the first vaccine to have been approved by India’s drug regulator 

for those aged 12 years and above 
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 The seven states where ZyCoV-D will be administered in the first phase are Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal 

 The ZyCoV-D vaccination consists of three doses of two shots each to be 
administered on day 0, day 28 and day 56 

 Zydus Cadila will supply 1 crore doses of ZyCoV-D, the world's first Plasmid DNA 
Covid vaccine, to the Centre by this month. 

 Earlier, the Centre had placed an order to supply one crore doses of ZyCoV-D at 
₹265 per dose and the needle-free applicator being offered at ₹93 per dose, 
excluding GST. 

 On August 20, the Drugs Controller General of India granted emergency use 
authorization to ZyCoV-D but it is yet to be included in the vaccination drive. 

 Meanwhile, Union health secretary Rajesh Bhushan reviewed the status and 
progress of the “Har Ghar Dastak” (door to door) campaign with health 
secretaries and National Health Mission (NHM) directors of the states and Union 
territories through a video-conference. 

 The Centre’s month-long special vaccination drive began on November 3 and will 
continue till December 31 

 The campaign has resulted in an 11.7% jump in second dose, and 5.9% increase 
in the first dose coverage. 

 It was launched with an aim to inoculate the entire population in poor-performing 
districts. 

 In another related development, the Central Drugs Standard Organisation 
(CDSO) has approved the shelf life of COVID-19 vaccines Covaxin to 12 
months, Covishield to nine months, and ZyCoV-D to six months from the 
date of manufacture 

 
 On December 6, the Government – to launch the 'SRESHTA Scheme' for the 

socio-economic development of the Scheduled Caste students.  
 The scheme aims to provide quality residential education to meritorious students 

in reputed private schools identified by NITI Aayog. 
 The announcement was made by Social Justice and Empowerment Minister 

Virendra Kumar 
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 The ‘SRESHTA’ scheme is an abbreviation of ‘Scheme for Residential Education 
for Students in High Schools in Targeted Areas’ 

 The scheme will also help control the dropout rates of students from classes 9 to 
12.  

 An amount of Rs 300 crore has been sanctioned to implement the scheme, which 
will benefit around 24,800 SC students in the next five years 

 The scheme is expected to be launched on the occasion of Mahaparinirvan Divas 
in remembrance of Dr B R Ambedkar on December 6 as part of the 'Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ 

INTERNATIONAL 
 On December 3, China - launched the first cross-border train of its multi-

billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) from Laos 
 

 
 

 According to China, the initiative will help the small and only landlocked country in 
South East Asia turn into a land-linked hub, boost regional connectivity and supply 
chain resilience.  

 Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Laos’ counterpart Thongloun Sisoulith jointly 
witnessed the opening of the China-Laos railway via video link  

 Like China, Laos is a one-party socialist republic governed by the Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Party.  

 The 1,035-km electrified passenger and cargo railway connects Kunming in 
China’s Yunnan Province with Laos’ capital Vientiane.  

 Promoted as a showpiece of Laos’ participation in the BRI, the railway has 11 
stations on the Chinese section and 10 on Laos section. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) mission – has 

discovered a rocky exoplanet named ‘GJ 367b’ orbiting a red dwarf star.  
 The exoplanet has been classified as an ultra-short period planet since it orbits its 

star in just 7.7 hours. 
 GJ 367b is a rocky world about 70% as large as Earth and 55% as massive, 

making it one of the lightest known exoplanets 
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 It has also been discovered to be orbiting around a dim red dwarf star that is 
located just 31 light-years away from Sun.  

 One orbit lasts just 7.7 hours, making GJ 367b an ultra-short period planet or 
USP.  

 GJ 367b is one of the smallest planets ever discovered outside our solar system 
 It has a diameter of about 9,000 km – compared to Earth’s 12,700 km and the 

6,800 km of Mars. 
 The researchers calculated that 86% of GJ 367b is composed of iron, with an 

interior structure resembling Mercury, the closest planet to our sun 
 One side of GJ 367b probably faces its star at all times, with surface temperatures 

up to about 1,500 degrees Celsius, making it ‘uninhabitable’  
 This exoplanet was found by a team led by Dr Kristine Lam of the Institute of 

Planetary Research at the German Aerospace Center 
 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) launched the TESS 

mission aboard a Falcon 9 rocket of SpaceX on April 18, 2018 to discover more 
exoplanets that periodically block part of the light from their host stars (called 
transits) 

 Early this year, NASA's TESS discovered an exoplanet that has since been 
dubbed by scientists as the "Super-Earth" due to its size and weight. 

 
 SpaceX – sets a new annual record after launching 48 more Starlink 

satellites along with two Blacksky Global Earth Observation satellites from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida on December 2 

 

 
 

 All satellites successfully separated from the Falcon 9 in low Earth orbit 
 The flight marked the 27th Falcon 9 launch so far this year, a new record for the 

California-based rocket manufacturer, beating the previous record of 26 that the 
company set in 2020. 

 The launch is first of four planned Falcon 9 rocket launches scheduled this month 
 The two BlackSky imaging satellites joined eight others already in orbit 
 BlackSky provides high-resolution imagery to commercial users as well as U.S. 

military and intelligence agencies. 
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 SpaceX's Starlink mega-constellation is designed to provide high-speed internet 
coverage to users around the world particularly those in remote and rural areas 
that do not have access to traditional internet connections 

 To date, SpaceX has launched almost 1,900 flat-paneled broadband satellites, 
with just under 900 launched in 2021 alone. 

APPOINTMENTS 
 Gita Gopinath, chief economist at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) - 

has been named as the fund’s new first deputy managing director (FDMD) 
and will take over her new responsibility from January 2022 

 

 
 

 

 In October, IMF managing director Kristalina Georgieva had announced that Gita 
intends to leave in January 2022 and return to Harvard University’s economics 
department when her public service leave ends.  

 Harvard University had extended Gita’s leave of absence on an exceptional basis 
by one year, which allowed her to serve as chief economist at the IMF for three 
years. 

 Gita Gopinath is the fund’s first female chief economist and director of the 
research department 

 This is the first time that two women are occupying the top two jobs at IMF 
 Current first deputy managing director Geoffrey Okamoto will leave IMF early next 

year 
 Gita Gopinath was the first female Chief Economist of the International Monetary 

Fund, after being appointed in 2018 
 Gita was awarded the Parvasi Bharatiya Samman in 2019 by the President of 

India 

AWARDS 
 Delhi's Nizamuddin Basti urban revitalization and conservation project – 

bagged two UNESCO Heritage Awards 
 Nizamuddin Basti, one of the oldest and historical settlements in Delhi, has 

received twin UNESCO recognitions - Award of excellence 2021 for cultural 
heritage conservation and recognition for sustainable development. 
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 The Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative, started in 2007, was the only award-
winning entry from India 

 The project restored more than 20 historic monuments located around 
14th century Sufi Saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya. 

 Nine projects from six countries — Bangladesh, China, India, Japan, Malaysia, 
and Thailand — have been honoured by a jury of heritage experts 
 Jurors met online in November to review a total of 39 entries from 12 

countries across the Asia-Pacific. 
 The jury reviewed the conservation of 14th Century Hazrat Nizamuddin 

Baoli, the Jamaat Khana Mosque, and the 17th Century Chausath 
Khambha. 

 The project is undertaken by Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) in partnership 
with South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC), Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI), Delhi Urban Heritage Foundation and dargah committee and resident 
groups of Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti 

 The Nizamuddin Area comprises the World Heritage Site of Humayun’s Tomb, the 
centuries-old settlement of Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti and Sunder Nursery, in 
addition to the 16th Century Batashewala Tomb-Garden Complex, tomb of 16th 
Century courtier poet Khan I Khanan ‘Rahim’, and the Mughal-period 
caravanserai of Azimganj Serai. 

 Under the programme conducted by the AKTC, heritage buildings including 
prominent tombs such as Humayun’s Tomb, and its attached structures, 
gateways, pavilions, and enclosure walls, have successfully been conserved. 

 In 2020, the Sunder Nursery Conservation also received the twin UNESCO 
Awards — the Award of Excellence, 2020 & Special Recognition for Sustainable 
Development 

 Since 2000, the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation 
programme has been recognising the efforts of private individuals and 
organisations in restoring, conserving, and transforming structures and buildings 
of distinct heritage value in the region 

 


