EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – DECEMBER 28, 2021
-

TAMIL NADU

 Tamil Nadu government - has set aside 19.6 acres belonging to Madhavaram
Dairy in TN co-operative milk producers' Federation limited to construct a
Siddha University
 This was announced by state health minister Ma Subramanian on December 27
 The minister also said that an administrative building for the university will be
opened within a fortnight.
 The university building at the proposed site is expected to be constructed in 12-18
months.
 During the 2021 budget, the state had announced that it would construct a
“model” university for Siddha that can set standards for academics and research.
 The health minister also inaugurated a data cell at the directorate of Indian
Medicine and Homoeopathy.
 The data cells will collect statistics that can be used as evidence for research and
for publication in international journals
 The state has set aside more than 1,500 covid care centres where patients are
administered Indian medicine as part of infection treatment protocol.

NATIONAL
 On December 27, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - launched multiple hydel
projects worth a combined investment of ₹11,000 crore in Himachal
Pradesh.
 The largest among the projects is the ₹7,000-crore Renuka Dam project in
Sirmour district of Himachal Pradesh
 This project will also incorporate a storage-based 40 MW (megawatt) hydel unit,
on Giri river, one of Yamuna’s tributaries.
 It envisages making a dam of 148-metre height, which will supply water to Delhi
and other basin states
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 The project failed to take off for nearly 30 years after it was conceptualised due
differences over sharing of water and costs among the states of Himachal
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Delhi.
 Once completed, the project will boost Delhi’s annual supply by 500 million cubic
metres of water.
 As per an agreement signed in January 2019, the Delhi government has agreed
to bear 90% cost of the power component of the project and balance 10% is to be
borne by Himachal Pradesh.
 The project has been given the status of a National Project by the Centre.
 Accordingly, the Centre will bear the 90% cost of the dam (water) component,
while the balance is to be shared by all basin states in the ratio of allocation of
water as per MoU of 1994.
 Further, PM Modi reviewed the ‘landslide monitoring and early warning’ system
developed by the Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi during his visit to
Himachal Pradesh.
 According to IIT-Mandi, the device reduces landslides by predicting the soil
movement in advance and is the first of its kind system in the world.
 This device is a low-cost alternative to conventionally used monitoring systems.
 The landslide monitoring system provides soil movement alerts via hooters and
blinkers installed on the road remotely via text message.
 Additionally, the system sends rainfall alerts in advance if more than 5mm of
showers are predicted.
 Landslides are predicted 10 minutes before they actually occur by monitoring
changes in soil movement.
 The system also predicts extreme weather events with the help of artificial
intelligence (AI) and machine learning.
 On July 27, 2018, the system helped in averting a tragedy at Kutropi along the
Mandi-Joginder Nagar National Highway.
 On December 27, the Union Ministry of Health – has issued the "Guidelines
for Covid-19 vaccination of children between 15-18 years and precaution
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dose to front line, health care workers and 60+ population with
comorbidities"

 As per the guidelines, children between 15 and 17 can register for Covid-19
vaccine on the CoWIN app from January 1 using their Class X school ID cards as
an age proof
 In other words, "all those whose birth year is 2007" or before, shall be eligible and
the vaccine option for them would only be Covaxin
 Meanwhile, healthcare and frontline workers alongwith 60+ population with comorbidities will only be eligible for the booster dose if they were vaccinated nine
months or 39 weeks from the date of the second dose, as of January 10, 2022
 The 60-and-above recipients will have to mention their comorbidity on the portal
while registering and must produce a certificate from a registered doctor at the
vaccination site.
 The CoWIN system will send an SMS to eligible persons for availing the
precaution dose when it becomes due
 The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) granted the Emergency Use
Authorisation to indigenously-developed Covaxin for children above 12 years with
certain conditions on December 24
 Zydus Cadila's anti-Covid vaccine ZyCoV-D received the Emergency Use
Authorisation (EUA) from the drug regulator on August 20, making it the first
vaccine to be administered in the age group of 12-18 years in the country.
 However, it is yet to be introduced in the country's inoculation programme even
for adults
 In a televised address to the nation on December 25, PM Modi announced that
vaccination against Covid-19 for children aged between 15 and 18 years will start
from January 3
 Nearly three crore healthcare and frontline workers are expected to be eligible in
January to get the booster dose of Covid vaccine
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 Besides, 6-7 crore children in the 15-18 age bracket will also be eligible to receive
Covaxin
 The Union health ministry - has advised states to adopt a dual RT-PCR
testing strategy ahead of genome sequencing of Covid-positive samples for
Omicron detection.
 Under the new plan, suspected patients’ throat/nasal swab samples will be tested
using a standard RT-PCR kit
 If detected positive, the same sample will undergo a second test with an imported
RT-PCR kit having an S-gene drop.
 Only the samples showing positive for S-gene dropout or S-gene target failure
(SGTF) will be genomically sequenced for Omicron.
 Besides cost-cutting, the new method will also help in picking up the highly
probable Omicron cases and save resources
 The Maharashtra government is among the first to have already started
implementing the dual test strategy with the imported kits.
 The cost per kit of a standard RT-PCR kit and imported RT-PCR kit with SGTF is
₹19 and ₹240, respectively.

INTERNATIONAL
 China - has handed over one of its Ming-class diesel-electric submarines to
Myanmar.

 The old Type 035B submarine was commissioned as UMS Min Ye Kyaw Htin into
the Myanmar Navy at a ceremony presided over by military junta chief senior
general Min Aung Hlaing on December 24.
 The submarine’s induction came just after foreign secretary Harsh Shringla’s visit
to Myanmar on December 22 and 23
 This was India’s first high-level visit to Myanmar after the Hlaing-led State
Administration Council ousted the Aung San Suu Kyi-led government in a coup on
February 1.
 The Ming-class vessel is the second submarine to be commissioned by Myanmar
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 Earlier, India transferred its old Russian-origin INS Sindhuvir to the country in
October last year.
 The 3,000-tonne, 31-years, Kilo-class INS Sindhuvir, renamed UMS Min Ye Thein
Kha Thu, underwent an extensive modernization refit at the Hindustan Shipyard
Ltd before being delivered to Myanmar.
 Bangladesh had also inducted two Ming-class submarines from China in 2016 at
a hugely discounted price.
 India, on its part, has steadily improved military ties with Myanmar, the only
ASEAN country with which the country shares a 1,643-km land as well as a
maritime border.
 India’s supply of military equipment to Myanmar over the years has ranged from
Islander maritime patrol aircraft, naval gun-boats, lightweight torpedoes and
radars to 105mm light artillery guns, mortars, night-vision devices, grenadelaunchers and rifles.
 On December 27, Sri Lanka - announced the closure of three overseas
diplomatic missions in a bid to save foreign currency reserves needed to
finance essential imports
 The Sri Lankan High Commission in Nigeria and consulates in Germany and
Cyprus will be closed from January as part of the restructuring process
 The restructuring is undertaken with a view of conserving the country’s foreign
reserves and minimising expenditure related to maintenance of Sri Lanka’s
missions overseas
 The island’s tourism-dependent economy was affected badly, since the onset of
Covid pandemic
 In March 2020, the government imposed a broad import ban to boost forex
reserves, triggering shortages of essential goods such as fuel and sugar.
 The closure of the three missions came on the same day the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka tightened restrictions on foreign currency remittances received by locals.
 It ordered all commercial banks to hand over a quarter of their dollar earnings to
the government, up from 10%.
 This means banks will have even fewer dollars to give to private traders who are
importing essential goods.
 Sri Lanka had foreign reserves of just $1.58 billion at the end of November,
drastically down from $7.5 billion when President Gotabaya Rajapaksa took office
in 2019.
 The central bank has appealed for foreign currency including the loose change of
people returning from overseas trips.
 Earlier this month, ratings agency Fitch downgraded Sri Lanka due to mounting
fears of a sovereign default on its $26 billion foreign debt.
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INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kesari - reached Port of Maputo, Mozambique with
500 tonnes of food aid as part of the SAGAR Mission on December 25

 This is the eighth such deployment under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision
of SAGAR
 The mission is being conducted in close coordination with the Ministry of External
Affairs, and other agencies of the Government of India.
 INS Kesari had undertaken a similar mission in May - June 2020 to provide
humanitarian and medical assistance to Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles,
Madagascar and Comoros
 Since May 2020, the Indian Navy has deployed ships to 15 friendly foreign
countries under SAGAR missions
 In Mission SAGAR-II, INS Airavat was deployed in October – November 2020 for
providing humanitarian assistance (270 tonnes food aid) to four East African
countries (Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti and South Sudan).
 As part of Mission SAGAR-III, INS Kiltan was deployed to South East Asia from
December 2020 to January 2021 to provide High availability disaster recovery
(HADR) aid to Vietnam and Cambodia in the form of 3,000 flood relief kits each
 Under Mission SAGAR-IV, INS Jalashwa was deployed to Southern IOR in March
2021 for delivery of humanitarian aid (1,000 tonnes of rice) to Comoros and
Madagascar.
 As part of Mission SAGAR-V, INS Airavat delivered 100 Metric Tonnes LMO and
300 concentrators to Indonesia and 300 oxygen concentrators to Thailand.
 Additionally, INS Savitri delivered two 960 LPM Medical Oxygen Plants to
Bangladesh
 The Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) Mission was launched in
2015
 Under the Mission, India seeks to safeguard its national interests and ensure
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) to become inclusive & collaborative in accordance
with the international law.
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APPOINTMENTS
 Vikram Misri, India’s former ambassador to Beijing and an expert on China has been appointed as Deputy National Security Advisor in the National
Security Council secretariat.

 Misri, a 1989 batch Indian Foreign Service officer, will report to national security
adviser Ajit Doval.
 Misri has served in various capacities at the headquarters of the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) as well as in the Prime Minister's Office
 He has also served in various Indian Missions in Europe, Africa, Asia and North
America.
 At present, Rajinder Khanna, Pankaj Saran and Dattatray Padsalgikar are serving
as deputy NSAs.
 Misri will succeed Pankaj Saran, ex-Indian envoy to Russia and Bangladesh who
demits office on December 31
 In 2019, Misri was appointed as the Ambassador to Beijing and served during a
critical period in Indo-China ties.
 Misri was a part of several talks held with China after the troops of both countries
violently clashed in the Galwan Valley in June 2020
 The last Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC) meeting took place in November this year.
 Pradeep Kumar Rawat, a 1990 batch IFS officer, has succeeded Misri as
Ambassador to China earlier this month.
 Misri has the rare distinction of serving as private secretary to three prime
ministers - Inder Kumar Gujral from April 1997 to March 1998, Manmohan Singh
from 2012 to 2014, Narendra Modi from May to July 2014
 He served as Under Secretary in the Office of the External Affairs Minister of India
I.K. Gujral from November 1996 to April 1997 and Joint Secretary in the Prime
Minister’s Office from March 2012 to October 2012
 He was also Director of the Office of the External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee from November 2006 to September 2008, when the Indo-US nuclear
deal was being negotiated.
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 He was the First Secretary/Counsellor/C.d´A in the High Commission of India in
Islamabad from August 2000 to September 2003 during the days of Parliament
attack, Op Parakram and Agra summit
 He was the Political Counsellor in the Embassy of India in Washington D.C from
September 2003 to October 2006, where he was associated with the key changes
in the contours of the Indo-US relationship
 Misri has served as Deputy High Commissioner of India in Sri Lanka (September
2008 – September 2011), Consul General of India in Munich (September 2011February 2012); Ambassador of India to Spain (August 2014 to August 2016) and
Ambassador of India to Myanmar (August 2016 to December 2018).
 Before joining the civil services, Srinagar-born Misri had worked in advertising and
ad film-making for three years.

OBITUARY
 The renowned Harvard biologist, Edward O Wilson - has died at the age of
92 on December 26 in Burlington, US's Massachusetts

 The professor and two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author first gained widespread
attention for his 1975 book, “Sociobiology: The New Synthesis”
 The book, which established a new field of science known as sociobiology, deals
with the evidence suggesting a link between human behaviour and genetics
 Wilson was hailed as ‘Darwin’s natural heir’ and was known affectionately as ‘the
ant man’ for his pioneering work as an entomologist, someone who studies
insects
 Through his career, Wilson discovered more than 400 species of ants and warned
against the decline of ecosystems
 In 1979, “On Human Nature” — the third volume in a series including “The Insect
Societies” and “Sociobiology” — earned Wilson his first Pulitzer Prize.
 His second Pulitzer came in 1991 with “The Ants”, which Wilson co-wrote with
Harvard colleague Bert Holldobler.
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 “The Ants” featured detailed photographs of ants crawling through their daily lives,
copulating, regurgitating food, and stinging to death other insects, meticulously
detailing the ants’ every move.
 Among his other honours was the 1990 Crafoord Prize in biosciences from the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, the highest scientific award in the field.
 Time magazine named him one of America’s 25 most influential people in 1996.
 Wilson sat on the boards of directors of several environmental organizations,
including The Nature Conservancy.
 He was honored for his conservation efforts with the Gold Medal of the Worldwide
Fund for Nature in 1990 and the Audubon Medal of the National Audubon Society
in 1995
 In 2016, Wilson published the book "Half-Earth," in which he argued for the
creation of human-free nature to preserve over half of the Earth's surface.

SPORTS
 Chennai-based Kavya Gopal – clinched two gold medals in the Junior
National Equestrian Championship at the Amateur Riders Clubs at
Mahalakshmi in Mumbai

 Participating in the Young Rider category, Kavya won both the individual gold and
team gold in the recently-concluded event, conducted under the aegis of EFI.
 She has been training with the horse Sech Richtige for the last six months.
 Kavya has been undergoing training from the age of 12 at the Chennai Equitation
Centre.
 Last year, she won her maiden medal – team silver – in the Young Rider
dressage category.

RANKINGS
 On December 27, NITI Aayog - released the fourth edition of the State Health
Index for 2019–20.
 The report, titled “Healthy States, Progressive India”, ranks states and Union
Territories on their year-on-year incremental performance in health outcomes as
well as their overall status over the period 2018–19 to 2019–20.
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 The ranking is categorized as ‘Larger States’, ‘Smaller States’ and ‘Union
Territories’ to ensure comparison among similar entities
 On overall ranking based on the composite index score in 2019–20, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Telangana emerged as the 3 top-ranking states among the ‘Larger
States’, while Uttar Pradesh was ranked as the worst.
 This is the fourth consecutive year in which Kerala has emerged at the top in
overall performance.
 Bihar and Madhya Pradesh were ranked as the second and third worst
performers, respectively.
 Among the smaller states, Mizoram and Tripura were ranked as the best
performer and Nagaland was at the bottom.
 Among the union territories, Chandigarh was on top, followed by Dadra and Nagar
Haveli at number 2 and Delhi at number 3, while Puducherry was ranked as the
worst overall performer
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 Despite being in the top two, Kerala and Tamil Nadu came in at twelfth and
eighth, respectively, in terms of incremental performance
 Telangana performed well in both, taking third spot in both categories.

 According to the report, the maximum annual incremental performance was
shown by Uttar Pradesh, Assam and Telangana among larger states, Mizoram
and Meghalaya in smaller states segment, while Delhi and J&K among UTs.
 Rajasthan was the weakest performer both in terms of overall performance and
incremental performance.
 All the states and Union Territories (UTs) except West Bengal participated in the
exercise, while Ladakh was not included owing to the non-availability of data
 The report has been developed by NITI Aayog, with technical assistance from the
World Bank, and in close consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare
 The State Health Index is a weighted composite index based on 24 indicators
grouped under three domains of ‘Health Outcomes’, ‘Governance and
Information’, and ‘Key Inputs/Processes’.
 The indicators are selected from data sources such as the Sample Registration
System (SRS), Civil Registration System (CRS), and Health Management
Information Systems (HMIS).
 The importance of this annual tool was re-emphasized by the ministry’s decision
to link the index to incentives under the National Health Mission.
 The index is being compiled and published since 2017

INTERNATIONAL DAY
 International Day of Epidemic Preparedness - December 27
 The day is observed to prepare mankind for future outbreaks and sensitise people
about epidemics on all levels
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 The first ever International Day of Epidemic Preparedness was observed last year
to advocate the importance of global partnership against epidemics.
 Marking the day, the United Nations General Assembly had invited all its member
states to use awareness raising campaigns and education to exchange
information, scientific knowledge along with best practices for stepping up the
preparedness for epidemics.
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