
 

1 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 
 

 

 

 

TAMIL NADU 
 Tamil Nadu government – has taken steps to expedite land acquisition and 

grant permissions sought by NHAI for uninterrupted road works 
 In this regard, State highways minister E V Velu said that hurdles for national 

highway projects in Tamil Nadu are being removed to enable smooth continuation 
of the NHAI projects.  

 The Minister had held six review meetings so far to discuss highway projects, in 
which several permissions were granted for soil excavation for road work and 
instructions were issued to district collectors to expedite land acquisition for the 
road projects 

 According to NHAI, two projects of four-laning from Tamil Nadu-Kerala Border to 
Kanyakumari, and two projects of six-laning from Sriperumbudur to Walajapet 
have been listed for foreclosure.  

 The reasons for foreclosure includes the pending statutory clearances from 
various state government departments and the inability of contractors to dig soil 
for the earthwork in Kanyakumari 

STATES 
 On December 25, Uttarakhand chief minister Puskhar Singh Dhami - 

announced his government’s decision to rename ‘Joshimath’ as 
‘Jyotirmath’. 
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 Joshimath is considered the gateway to the shrine town of Badrinath in the state 
of Uttarakhand 

 The state government had recently renamed Ghat block, also in Chamoli district, 
to Nandannagar. 

 Joshimath is the winter seat of the Badrinath deity and houses one of the four 
‘Mutts’ established by Adi Shankaracharya in the 8th century, the other three 
being at Sringeri, Puri and Dwarka. 

NATIONAL 
 Nearly three crore health and frontline workers - are estimated to be eligible 

for the ‘precaution dose’ of Covid vaccine in January 2022 
 

 
 

 The precaution dose will be administered with a gap of nine months from the 
second dose. 

 The third vaccine dose will also be given to around three crore people aged above 
60 with co-morbidities  

 The third vaccine will be of the same vaccine that one had received in the first and 
second instances. 

 CMC Vellore is conducting trials to assess the efficacy level if vaccines developed 
on different platforms are mixed for the booster dose. 

 On December 25, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced that 
administration of “precaution doses” of Covid vaccines to health and frontline 
workers as well as for those above 60 with co-morbidities will begin from January 
10 

 Further, the PM also announced that Covid vaccination of children aged between 
15 and 18 will begin on January 3 

 Around six to seven crore children in the age bracket of 15-18 years will be 
eligible to receive Covaxin from January 3.  

 The nationwide Covid immunisation programme was first rolled out on January 16 
this year with preference to health and frontline workers in the first phase, while 
vaccination of those above 60 years started from March 1.  
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 While initially the gap between two doses of both Covishield and Covaxin was 28 
days, it was later increased to 6-8 weeks in March and 12-16 weeks in May for 
Covishield. 

 Covishield accounts for majority of the nearly 89% of the total over 141 crore 
doses administered in the country so far 

 Zydus Cadila’s DNA-based vaccine ZyCoV-D has also been approved for use in 
children above 12 years, but the vaccine is still not part of the government’s 
programme. 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi - addressed the nation in its 84th episode of 

his monthly radio programme 'Mann Ki Baat' on December 26, 2021 
 

 
 

 This is the last episode of the 2021, which was broadcast live on the All India 
Radio (AIR), Doordarshan and Narendra Modi mobile app. 

 At the onset, PM Modi applauded the collective fight put up by the people of India 
against the coronavirus pandemic and hailed the spirit of ‘Jan Shakti’ 

 He also paid tributes to former CDS Bipin Rawat and Group Captain Varun Singh, 
who died in the chopper crash in Coonoor, Tamil Nadu on December 8. 

 The PM announced that ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha‘ will be held early next year to help 
motivate students and prepare them for examinations 

 PM Modi advocated the idea of popularising the habit of reading books and urged 
everyone to share the list of books that they read this year so that it can help 
others prepare their Reading list for the following year. 

 He appreciated the effort undertaken by Greek students in singing India’s national 
song, ‘Vande Mataram’ 

 PM Modi informed that a global award winning start-up by the name of ‘Saafwater’ 
is working to provide information about water quality and purity to the people in 
their area, with the aid of the Internet of things and Artificial Intelligence.  

 Highlighting the government’s efforts, the PM said that the Civil Aviation Ministry 
is working to make stationery items from waste paper and the Ministry of Urban 
Affairs has installed a Swachh ATM, in which people deposit garbage and take 
cash in return 
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 The PM also mentioned about Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute in Pune, 
which has started an online course to acquaint the people of other countries with 
the importance of Mahabharata. 

 With respect to cleanliness and Swachh Bharat, the PM mentioned about the 
Puneet Sagar campaign undertaken by more than 30 thousand NCC cadets.  

 These cadets cleaned the beaches, removed plastic waste from there and 
collected it for recycling 

 The PM also drew attention to the unique "Arunachal Pradesh Airgun Surrender 
Campaign" in which the people of Arunachal have voluntarily surrendered more 
than 1600 airguns to prevent indiscriminate hunting of birds 

 Further, PM noted about the contribution of Serbian Scholar Dr.Momir Nikich and 
93 year old Professor J. Gendedharam of Mongolia to the culture of India  

 The first edition of Mann Ki Baat radio programme was aired on October 3, 2014 

COMMITTES  
 The Union home ministry - has constituted a five-member committee to 

examine the possibility of withdrawing the Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act from Nagaland 

 The committee will be headed by registrar general of India, Vivek Joshi 
 

 
 

 The committee has been asked to submit its report within 45 days. 
 The committee includes the additional secretary (northeast) in the ministry of 

home affairs as member secretary along with the Nagaland chief secretary, DGP 
and Assam Rifles director general as members.  

 Committee head Joshi holds the additional charge of secretary of border 
management. 

 The creation of the committee was attributed to the killing of six civilians in an 
Army ambush in Mon district, Nagaland on December 3 

 AFSPA is an Act giving armed forces special powers to arrest without warrants 
and even shoot to kill in specific situations in ‘disturbed areas’.   

 Once the area has been declared ‘disturbed’, it has to maintain status quo for a 
minimum of 6 months, in accordance with the Disturbed Areas (Special Courts) 
Act, 1976 
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 Currently, the act remains in force in Nagaland, parts of Assam, Manipur, J&K, 
and parts of Arunachal Pradesh 

 Punjab was the first state to repeal the act, followed by Tripura and Meghalaya 

DEFENCE 
 Defense Minister Rajnath Singh – laid the foundation stone for Defence 

Technology & Test Centre and BrahMos Manufacturing Centre of DRDO in 
Lucknow on December 26 

 

 
 

 The foundation for the two units was laid in the presence of Chief Minister of UP, 
Yogi Adityanath.  

 A first-of-its-kind Defence Technologies and Test Centre, over approximately 22 
acres, is being set up to accelerate the growth of defence and aerospace 
manufacturing clusters in Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor  

 It will consist of the following six sub-centres --- Deep-Tech Innovation and 
Startup Incubation Centre, Design and Simulation Centre, Testing and Evaluation 
Centre, Centre for Industry 4.0/Digital Manufacturing, Skill Development Centre 
and Business Development Centre 

 The BrahMos Manufacturing Centre, announced by BrahMos Aerospace, is a 
modern, state-of-art facility in the Lucknow node of Defence Industrial Corridor, 
Uttar Pradesh. 

 It will cover an area of over 200 acres and produce the new BRAHMOS-NG (Next 
Generation) variant, which carries forward the lineage of the BRAHMOS weapons 
system. 

 This facility will be made operational in the next two-three years and around 80-
100 missiles will be manufactured at the unit every year 

 Till date ₹1400 crore investment had been received in the Defence Corridor in 
Uttar Pradesh, according to the Defence Minister 

 BrahMos Missile is a medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile that can be 
launched from land, aircraft, submarine or ships 



 

6 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 
 

 The missile is a joint venture between the Russia’s NPO Mashinostroyeniya and 
India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

 The name BrahMos has been taken from the names of two rivers, River 
Brahmaputra of India and River Moskva of Russia. 

 In 2012, air-launched variant of BrahMos was developed and entered the service 
in 2019 

ECONOMY 
 The GST regime - will see a host of tax rate and procedural changes coming 

into effect from January 1, 2022 
 Products like apparel, textiles and footwear will attract 12% GST, up from 5% 

earlier 
 An exception in this is the cotton products, which will continue to have the 

older rates of GST. 
 Meanwhile, the GST rates for certain synthetic fibres and yarn have been 

decreased from 18% to 12% thus bringing in uniformity of rates across the 
entire textiles sector as well as eliminating aberrations due to the inverted 
duty structure 

 The inverted duty structure is a situation where the tax rate on inputs used is 
higher than the tax on the finished product. 

 In its September meeting, the GST Council had decided to rectify the inverted 
duty structure in textile and footwear. 

 E-commerce operators like Zomato and Swiggy will also be liable to pay GST on 
the restaurant services provided through them 

 The passenger services that are provided through apps or other online forms, will 
attract 5% GST 
 However, the passenger transport services provided by auto rickshaw 

drivers through offline/ manual mode would continue to be exempt 
 From January 1, 2022, GST officers will not be required to show a show-cause 

notice before visiting the premises to recover the due taxes. 
 Further, the businesses will have to get Aadhaar cards authenticated in order to 

claim a GST refund.  
 This step has been taken as an anti-tax-invasion measure.  
 However, non-verification of the Aadhaar will block the facility of GSTR-1, which 

allows businesses to file returns 
 The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) notified the hike on 

November 18 
 
 ATM cash withdrawals beyond the allowed limit – to get expensive from 

January 1, 2022 
 Customers will have to pay Rs 21 per transaction at their own banks' ATMs to 

withdraw money once the limit exceeds after the change is implemented.  
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 Presently, these charges stands at Rs 20 
 The Reserve Bank of India allows all bank customers to do five free ATM 

transactions at their own banks before these rates are charged 
 Customers will be eligible for three free transactions from other banks in metro 

cities and five free transactions in non-metro cities.  
 The RBI had notified about the changes in June this year. 
 The RBI after a gap of seven years (August 2012) had increased the transaction 

limit in August 2021.  
 In August 2014, the charges payable by customers were last revised 

OBITUARY 
 South African anti-apartheid icon and a modern-day activist for racial justice 

and LGBT rights, Archbishop Desmond Tutu (90 years) - died in Cape Town, 
South Africa on December 26 

 

 
 

 South Africa’s first Black Anglican archbishop, Tutu was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1984 for his campaign of non-violent opposition to South Africa's 
white minority rule against its Black majority. 

 Tutu was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 1997 and had been hospitalised 
several times in recent years to treat infections associated with his cancer 
treatment 

 Long-time friends, Tutu and Nelson Mandela lived for some time on the same 
street in the South African township of Soweto, making Vilakazi Street the only 
one in the world to have been resident to two Nobel Peace Prize winners. 

 Born on Oct. 7, 1931, in Klerksdorp, west of Johannesburg, Tutu worked as a 
teacher before entering a theological seminary. 

 He was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1961 and in 1975 was appointed Dean 
of Johannesburg, the first Black person to hold the post. 

 He became general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, an 
organization at the forefront of the struggle against White-minority rule, in 1978 



 

8 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 
 

 Tutu was appointed Archbishop of Cape Town, the titular head of the Anglican 
Church in southern Africa, in 1986  

 He held the post until 1995 when he was named to lead the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission by South Africa’s first Black president and Nobel 
laureate Nelson Mandela 

 From 1996 to 1998, he led the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, aimed at 
exposing the injustices and the abuses of the apartheid system. 

 With the end of apartheid and South Africa’s first democratic elections in 1994, 
Tutu celebrated the country’s multi-racial society, calling it a “rainbow nation” 

 Tutu officially retired from public life in 2010, yet continued to do charity work 
through his Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation 

SPORTS 
 Himachal Pradesh – created history by winning the title defeating Tamil 

Nadu by 11 runs in the final match of 2021 Vijay Hazare Trophy at the Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur on December 26 

 

 
 

 Shubham Arora's unbeaten maiden List A century turned the match in favour of 
Himachal Pradesh 

 This is the first-ever domestic title in any format of the game for Himachal Pradesh 
beating five-time champions Tamil Nadu under the VJD method 

 Tamil Nadu has been the best domestic side in the country in white-ball cricket 
since the 2019-20 season. 

 After losing the finals of the one-day and T20 competitions in 2019, the team has 
won back-to-back titles in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy T20s (2020-21 and 2021-
22) 

 The 24-year-old wicketkeeper-batter Shubham Arora won the Player of the Match 
award for his 136 not out with 13 fours and one six. 

 Himachal Pradesh was led by Rishi Dhawan, who finished the tournament with 
second-most runs (458) and second-most wickets (17) 
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RANKINGS 
 British consultancy Cebr - predicted China will become the world's top 

economy in dollar terms in 2030, overtaking the United States 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 According to the agency’s report, the world’s economic output will exceed $100 
trillion for the first time in the year 2022 

 India looks set to overtake France next year and then Britain in 2023 to regain its 
place as the world’s sixth biggest economy 

 As per the report, Germany was on track to overtake Japan in terms of economic 
output in 2033.  

 Russia could be a Top 10 economy by 2036 and Indonesia looks on track for 
ninth place in 2034.  

 In last year's prediction, CEBR had said that China would overtake the US to 
become the world's largest economy by 2028, five years earlier than previously 
forecast. 

 

 


