EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – DECEMBER 20, 2021
-

TAMIL NADU

 The Greater Chennai Corporation – to set up 140 urban health and wellness
centres (UHWC) across 15 zones under Centre’s flagship Ayushman BharatComprehensive Primary Healthcare scheme.
 The civic body will also set up 40 polyclinics and four diagnostic laboratories at an
allocated cost of ₹88 crore.

 According to the GCC, the UHWCs shall function from 4 PM onwards till night.
 Currently the existing urban primary healthcare health centres take patients from
9 in the morning till 4 PM.
 At present, Chennai has 140 UPHCs and 192 Amma Mini Clinics.
 However, the Amma Mini Clinics are used only for vaccination purposes now.
 Each UHWC will be set up at a cost of Rs 25 lakh and will have five staff, medical
doctors, sanitary nurses, multi-purpose health workers, and two hospital workers.
 The UHWC’s primary aim is to provide care in pregnancy, childbirth, neonatal,
and infant healthcare services.
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 The Central Government has directed all the states to establish a ‘wellness room’
for creating a health database of patients visiting the UHWC.
 The UHWCs will also be involved in services like population enumeration,
empanelment, and non-communicable disease screening
 The 40 polyclinics would provide care for common ophthalmic and ENT problems,
and basic oral healthcare.
 The Centre has also said that the time taken for care at the UHWCs must not be
more than 30 minutes and the medical officers must also refer patients to tertiary
hospitals
 Meanwhile, the diagnostic labs in the city will facilitate screening for all the crucial
communicable diseases under the National Health Programmes (Tuberculosis,
Leprosy, Hepatitis, HIV- AIDS, Malaria Kala-azar, Filariasis, and other vectorborne diseases) and mental disorders and cancers.
 A section of these 140 UHWCs are expected to be opened by May 2022

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 The 3rd India-Central Asia Dialogue - was held in New Delhi on December 19
under the chairmanship of the External Affairs Minister of India

 Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic,
Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan took part in the
meeting.
 Afghanistan, Covid and connectivity dominated the discussions between central
Asian foreign ministers and India
 The foreign ministers will call on Prime Minister Narendra Modi on December 20
before returning.
 A joint statement issued at the end of the dialogue demonstrated common
positions on Afghanistan based on UNSC resolution 2593 and reiterated the
conclusions of the NSAs’ dialogue recently.
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 The national security advisers of these five countries were in New Delhi for a
regional security dialogue on Afghanistan on November 10, which was also
attended by the NSAs of Russia and Iran
 Three of these countries — Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan — share
borders with Afghanistan.
 On connectivity, the central Asian countries signed on to a formulation that is
normally used by India against Chinese BRI.
 All five central Asian countries are beneficiaries of China’s BRI initiative.
 Further, the ministers emphasized on optimum usage of the International NorthSouth Transport Corridor (INSTC) as well as Ashgabat Agreement on
International Transport and Transit Corridor to enhance connectivity between
India and the Central Asian countries
 The ministers issued a joint statement after the meeting stressing on to include
Chabahar Port within the framework of INSTC
 Further, India has offered to increase the slots for Central Asia in its Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme (ITEC), which has been New
Delhi’s hugely successful outreach to developing nations
 The inaugural meeting of the India-Central Asia Dialogue was jointly organized by
India and Uzbekistan on January 13, 2019 in Samarkand (Uzbekistan).
 Sushma Swaraj was the then foreign minister and she co-chaired the meeting
with her Uzbek counterpart.
 The second meeting of the India-Central Asia Dialogue was held in the digital
video-conference format on October 28, 2020
 Ahead of the dialogue, the India-Central Asia Business Council was launched on
February 6, 2020

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 Researchers at the Madurai Kamaraj University (MKU) - have designed a
bendable, low-cost electrochemical sensor strip that can detect up to the
lowest blood glucose level.
 The strip was developed using material from a biodegradable garbage bag
derived from corn
 The strip can be used with a conventional commercial glucometer to test the
glucose level from human blood serum.
 The commercial glucometers available in the market are not commonly used by
public in households due to the high cost of strips and the catalysts
 The strip is modified with hollow structured metal oxide/carbon nanocatalysts
derived from the soft templates of metal organic frameworks
 One strip can be reused for eight to ten tests without any degradation in the
glucose sensing performance.
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SPORTS
 Indian shuttler Kidambi Srikanth - clinched historic silver at the Badminton
World Federation (BWF) World Championship finals in Huelva, Spain, on
December 19, 2021

 Twenty-eight-year-old Srikanth went down against Singapore’s Loh Kean Yew in
straight sets in the final match that lasted 43 minutes.
 Ranked 22nd and unseeded in the tournament, Loh is the first Singaporean to win
the BWF World Championship title.
 This is the first title for Srikanth since incurring a knee injury at the French Open
final in 2017.
 He incidentally won four titles - China Open, Indonesia Open, Denmark Open,
French Open - in 2017
 Earlier, Srikanth became the first Indian to win silver medal at the BWF World
Championships bettering the record of legend Prakash Padukone (bronze, 1983)
and B Sai Praneeth (bronze, 2019).
 Earlier, Srikanth became the first Indian badminton player to enter the final of the
World Championship tournament when he defeated compatriot Lakshya Sen in
the semi finals
 Thus, 20-year-old Sen became the youngest Indian to win a medal at the World
Championship with the bronze.

GOA LIBERATION DAY – DECEMBER 19
 Goa Liberation Day - is observed on December 19 every year in
commemoration of the ‘Operation Vijay’ undertaken by the Indian armed
forces freeing Goa from Portuguese colonial rule.
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Goa to attend diamond jubilee (60 th
anniversary) celebrations of Goa Liberation Day at Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Stadium in Goa's Taleigao
 During the occasion, Prime Minister felicitated the freedom fighters and veterans
of 'Operation Vijay'
4 | Page

044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

 Prime Minister inaugurated multiple development projects including the renovated
Fort Aguada Jail Museum, Super Specialty Block at Goa Medical College, New
South Goa District Hospital, Aviation Skill Development Center at Mopa Airport
and the Gas-insulated Substation at Dabolim-Navelim, Margao.
 Further, the PM also laid the foundation stone for the India International University
of Legal Education and Research of Bar Council of India Trust at Goa.
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