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TAMIL NADU 
 On December 17, Chief Minister M K Stalin - announced ‘Tamil Thai Vazhthu’ 

as the state’s song 
 The government issued an order making it compulsory for everyone to stand while 

the song is sung during government events.  
 However, people with disabilities have been exempted from standing while the 55-

second song is being sung. 
 It should be sung before start of any functions in all educational institutions, 

universities, government offices, public sector undertakings and other public fora 
in the state 

 Also, the present order ‘encourages’ singing the anthem in functions organised by 
private organisations as well 

 The move comes a week after the Madras high court observed that ‘Tamil Thai 
Vazhthu’ is a prayer song and not an anthem.  

 The Madras court said there was no statutory or executive order requiring the 
attendees to stand up when the song was played.  

 The court was justifying Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam pontiff Vijayendra Saraswathi 
sitting when the song was played at a function organised in Chennai in 2018. 

 The ‘Tamil Thai Vaazhthu,’ the invocation to mother Tamil enjoys official status 
since March 11, 1970 and the then Chief Minister, late M Karunanidhi-led DMK 
government had issued a Government Order in this regard on November 23, 1970 

 This announcement followed a request from Karanthai Thamizh Sangam which 
has been reciting this song as Thamizh Thaai Vaazhthu since 1913 

 For over 50 years, it is sung ahead of the start of all official events including those 
held in state-run and aided educational institutions. 

 The invocation, ‘Neerarum Kadalutha’ is a poem authored by renowned Tamil 
scholar, professor, P Sundaram Pillai (1855-1897), the author of the popular 
drama ‘Manonmaniam (1891).’  
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 He is reverentially addressed as Manonmaniam Sundaranar and the Tirunelveli 
based state-run varsity is named after him. 

 The Tamil Thaai Vazhthu is the official song of neighbouring union territory of 
Puducherry as well. 

 Legendary composer MS Viswanathan scored the music for the stanzas in 
Mullaiparani Ragam (Mohana Ragam) and in Thisra Thalam 

  
 Madras University - has decided to name the proposed centre for defence 

technology development after former Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin 
Rawat  

 General Rawat died in a chopper crash near Coonoor on December 8 
 General Rawat was an alumnus of the University of Madras.  
 He had received his MPhil in 2010 for his thesis on “Media as force multiplier for 

the armer forces”. 
 The new centre will focus on advancement of defence technology and revolution 

in military affairs.  
 

 
 

 General Bipin Rawat received his MPhil degree from defence minister A K Antony 
in 2010 

 Brigadier L S Lidder, who also died in the crash, was an alumnus of Madras 
University and submitted his MPhil thesis on "China's Space Capabilities: 
Implications for India" in 2020 

 He was recently promoted as major general and was about to take charge of the 
division in Jammu and Kashmir 

 Group Captain Varun Singh was also a recipient of MSc defence and strategic 
studies from University of Madras. 

 
 On December 17, teen environmentalist Vinisha Umashankar - was 

felicitated with Harmony Foundation's Mother Teresa Memorial Award for 
Social Justice 
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 Hailing from Tiruvannamalai, Vinisha recently addressed the World Leaders' 
Summit of the COP26 

 The 15-year-old Class X student shot to fame for her invention — a solar energy-
powered ironing cart as an alternative to burning charcoal. 

 Vinisha has received the Children's Climate Prize in 2020 by the Children's 
Climate Foundation in Sweden, for her solar-powered ironing cart design 

 Her first national award for innovation was with the Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE 
Award in 2019 

 Vinisha is also the youngest recipient of the Dr. Pradeep P. Thevannoor 
Innovation Award in the same year for her innovation ‘the Smart Ceiling Fan’. 

 She was also the recipient of the Earth Day Network Rising Star in 2021, awarded 
by the Earth Day Network in US 

 Vinisha was the youngest finalist among 14 shortlisted candidates for the first 
Earthshot Prize, a £1 million ($1.3 million) award launched by Prince William, the 
Duke of Cambridge to reward innovative solutions to the planet’s biggest 
problems. 

 In its 17th edition, the Awards on the theme of environment this year, were also 
given to another young environmentalist Aadya Joshi of the Right Green initiative, 
environmentalist Tulsi Gowda from Karnataka, founder of Mission Green Mumbai 
Subhajit Mukherjee, and Dr Avinash Pol (on behalf of the Paani Foundation). 

NATIONAL 
 On December 17, the World Health Organisation (WHO) - has issued 

emergency use listing for anti-Covid vaccine Covovax, manufactured by the 
Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) 
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 The SII is producing Covovax under licence from Novavax and is part of the 
COVAX facility portfolio 

 With an aim to increase access to vaccination in lower-income countries, this is 
the ninth Covid-19 vaccine listed for emergency use by the WHO 

 Covovax is the first protein-based Covid-19 vaccine option with demonstrated 
efficacy and a well-tolerated safety profile to be made available through the 
COVAX Facility 

 It requires two doses and is stable at 2 degrees Celsius to 8 degrees Celsius 
refrigerated temperatures. 

 According to US-based Novavax, Inc and SII, the approval is for active 
immunisation of individuals 18 years of age and older for the prevention of Covid-
19 caused by SARS-CoV-2. 

 Covovax is the third India-related jab to be approved by the WHO, Covishield and 
Covaxin being the earlier two. 

 However, it is yet to be granted emergency use authorisation (EUA) by the DCGI, 
the top drugs regulator in India. 

 On June 25, SII CEO Adar Poonawalla said Serum Institute began manufacturing 
the first batch of Covovax, a Covid-19 vaccine developed by Novavax Inc. 

 Covovax or NVX-CoV2373 is a subunit of the vaccine developed by Novavax and 
the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI). 

 The originator product produced by Novavax, named Nuvaxovid, is currently 
under assessment by the European Medicines Agency (EMA). 

 Novavax and SII recently received emergency use authorization (EUA) for 
Covovax in Indonesia and The Philippines. 

INTERNATIONAL 
 Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc. - has announced a sweeping 

crackdown on surveillance companies that have used its social media 
websites to spy on thousands of people in more than 100 countries. 

 In this regard, Meta identified six companies from Israel, India, and North 
Macedonia, in addition to an unknown entity in China 

 Meta named four Israeli firms as having been involved in providing the 
“surveillance-for-hire” services—Cobwebs Technologies, Cognyte, Black Cube 
and Bluehawk CI – in addition to India’s BellTrox, North Macedonia’s Cytrox and 
an unknown entity in China.  

 Meta said it had blocked infrastructure associated with the companies, issued 
warnings to them, and banned about 1,500 of their accounts from Facebook and 
Instagram 

 These accounts had been used secretly to carry out reconnaissance, launch 
hacking campaigns and trick people into providing personal information.  



 

5 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 
 

 Those targeted for “indiscriminate” surveillance by the companies included 
journalists, dissidents, critics of authoritarian regimes, and families of opposition 
and human rights activists, according to Meta.  

 More than 48,000 people believed to have been targeted by the surveillance 
companies were alerted by Meta. 

 India’s BellTroX allegedly operated fake accounts used in suspected efforts to 
hack people’s phones or computers 

 The company targeted lawyers, doctors, activists, and members of the clergy in 
countries, including Australia, Angola, Saudi Arabia and Iceland.  

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 India and Vietnam - signs agreement to extend cooperation in the field of 

Information Technology on December 17, 2021 
 

 
 

 The agreement was signed by Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Minister of State for 
Electronics and Information Technology & Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship alongwith H.E. Nguyen Manh Hung, Minister for Information and 
Communications, Vietnam 

 The Ministers exchanged views on various initiatives being taken by the two 
countries to boost digital economy and agreed to further enhance ICT Trade & 
cooperation between the two sides. 

 The agreement intends to encourage active cooperation and exchange between 
private entities, Governments, institutions involved in enhancing capacity building 
and other public and private organizations of the two countries in the field of ICT. 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 The silver jubilee of Veera Rani Abbakka Utsava – is to be celebrated on the 

premises of Ullal City Municipality in Karnataka on December 21, 2021 
 The event will be organized by Ullala Veerarani Abbakka Festival Committee in 

association with Karnataka Tulu Sahitya Academy and Ullal Municipality 
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 Female writers Chandrakala Nandaavara and K A Rohini will be presented with 
Veerarani Abbakka awards for the year 2021 

 

 
 

 Veerarani Abbakka award is to be given to female personalities with Tulu 
background who have made substantial achievement in research and culture or in 
sports, arts, social service and other such sectors. 

 Rani Abbaka Chowta was the first Tuluva Queen of Ullal, who fought the 
Portuguese in latter half of the 16th century.  

 The queen belonged to the Chowta dynasty, who ruled over parts of coastal 
Karnataka (Tulu Nadu).  

 Puttige was the capital city of the dynasty, while the port town of Ullal was their 
subsidiary capital.  

 She was also known as Abhaya Rani, because of her bravery. 

ECONOMY 
 On December 17, the Competition Commission of India (CCI) - suspended 

its approval of Amazon’s deal to acquire stake in Future Coupons (FCPL) in 
the year 2019  

 In addition, the antitrust watchdog slapped Rs 200 crore penalty on Amazon for 
making “false and incorrect statements” and suppressing the “actual purpose” of 
the deal, while seeking approval. 
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 Amazon and Future Group are involved in a legal battle over the latter’s proposed 
Rs 24,713 crore deal with Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd (RRVL). 

 In August 2019, Amazon had agreed to purchase 49% in unlisted Future Coupons 
for Rs 1,500 crore, which was approved by the CCI 

 In August 2020, RRVL said it will acquire the retail and wholesale business, and 
the logistics and warehousing business of Future Group for Rs 24,713 crore 

 The deal has been contested by Amazon, an investor in Future Coupons. 
 In October this year, Amazon had sent a legal notice to Future for striking a deal 

with RIL 
 The US e-tailer was fighting several legal battles to block Future Group’s 

proposed sale of assets to Reliance Retail for Rs 25,000 crore. 
 In November 2020, Future moved the Delhi High Court (HC) against Amazon, 

alleging interference by the US firm in the deal with RIL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The CCI wants to examine the Amazon-FCPL deal afresh.  
 Amazon has 60 days to reappeal for approval with “true, correct and complete” 

information 
 Till then, the order for approval for the 2019 deal “shall remain in abeyance”, as 

per the CCI.  

AWARDS 
 On December 17, the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan - conferred its highest 

civilian decoration, ‘Order of the Druk Gyalpo’ (Ngadag Pel Gi Khorlo), on 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi  
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 The announcement of the award coincided with Bhutan’s 114th national day.  
 India and Bhutan share close ties, especially in the economic and defence 

sectors. 
 The award is seen as a political gesture, underlining the importance of the close 

ties between Bhutan and India, which has endured the test of time. 
 The conferment of the award comes at a time when Bhutan is struggling to deal 

with growing Chinese pressure on their border, as well as trying to work out a 
border deal with Beijing 

 The highest civilian honour from Bhutan joins a long list of awards received by the 
Prime Minister from foreign countries.  

 Last year, PM Modi received the ‘Legion of Merit by the US Government’ award of 
the US Armed Forces that is given for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services and achievements.  

 In 2019, Russia conferred its highest civilian honour ‘Order of St. Andrew’ award 
on PM Modi. 

 The UAE also conferred its highest civilian honour ‘Order of Zayed Award’ on PM 
Modi in 2019. 

 The PM had received the 'Order of Abdulaziz Al Saud', highest honour of Saudi 
Arabia awarded to non-muslim dignitaries, in 2016 and 'State Order of Ghazi Amir 
Amanullah Khan', highest civilian honour of Afghanistan, in the same year. 

 He was conferred 'Grand Collar of the State of Palestine Award', highest honour 
of Palestine awarded to foreign dignitaries, in 2018 and 'Order of the 
Distinguished Rule of Nishan Izzuddin', highest honour of the Maldives for foreign 
dignitaries, in 2019. 

 PM Modi received 'King Hamad Order of the Renaissance', the top honour from 
Bahrain, in 2019.  

 He has also been conferred numerous honours from international organisations 
and foundations. 

 

SPORTS 
 India’s Lakshya Sen – created history by becoming the first Indian male 

badminton player to win a medal on world Championship debut 
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 At 20 years of age, Sen is the youngest Indian male to win a BWF World 
Championships medal. 

 Sen is also the second youngest Indian shuttler after PV Sindhu to clinch a World 
Championship medal. 

 The double Olympic medallist, Sindhu, was just 18 when she clinched the bronze 
in 2013.  

 On December 17, Lakshya defeated China's Zhao in the quarter finals to assure 
India of their second medal in the ongoing edition of BWF World Championships 
in Huelva, Spain 

 Sen’s victory came soon after Kidambi Srikanth defeated Mark Caljouw of the 
Netherlands in straight games to ensure the first medal for India in this edition.  

 Sen will now face Kidambi Srikanth in an all-Indian semifinal on December 18 
 This means India will return with at least one silver medal from Spain. 
 Meanwhile, reigning champion PV Sindhu is out of the tournament after losing to 

Tai Tzu Ying in the women's category quarterfinal game 
 With this win, Lakshya Sen joins an elite list of Indian men shuttlers to have 

clinched the BWF World Championship medal.  
 While Prakash Padukone bagged the bronze in 1983, Sai Praneeth won the 

bronze in 2019 
 
 Tamil Nadu’s Hansini Mathan Rajan - defeated Syria’s Hend Zaza, the 

youngest athlete of this year’s Tokyo Olympics, to win the girls singles 
event at the ITTF Hopes and Challenge table tennis tournament in Amman.  
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 Playing in the U-12 category, the reigning cadet national champion outplayed 
Zaza in the final played on December 14. 

 Parth Prabhakar was India’s entry in the boys singles event which was won by 
Iran’s Komeil Niknejad Divshali 

 Hansini had also secured her second ITTF World Youth Series title with a win in 
the U-13 girls' category in Muscat in October.  

 She had won her maiden Youth Series title in Tunisia in September.  
 The 12-year old Hansini is coached by India's great Sharath Kamal's father 

Shriniwas Rao and uncle Muralidhar Rao 
 
 British Formula One Champion, Sir Lewis Hamilton - was officially awarded 

a knighthood by the Prince of Wales during an investiture ceremony at 
England's Windsor Castle on December 15 

 

 
 

 The 36-year-old is the fourth Formula 1 driver to be knighted, following in the 
footsteps of Sir Jack Brabham, Sir Stirling Moss and Sir Jackie Stewart and the 
first to be awarded the honour while still competing 

 The Mercedes F1 driver was honored for his "services to motorsport" as a seven-
time F1 champion. 

 On December 12, Hamilton lost out a record eighth F1 world title controversially to 
Max Verstappen on the final lap of the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix  

 Hamilton holds the record for the most world titles in the sport, level with 
legendary driver Michael Schumacher (7 wins) 

 Hamilton owns 103 wins and 182 podiums in his F1 career 
 The 36-year-old driver previously received the Member of the Order of the British 

Empire (MBE) distinction from Queen Elizabeth in 2008. 
 Other sportsmen who have received a knighthood include Tour de France winner 

Bradley Wiggins, Olympic 5,000 & 10,000 metres gold medallist Mo Farah, two 
times Wimbledon champion Andy Murray and England cricketer Alastair Cook. 
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NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL DAY 
 Minorities Rights Day – December 18 

 

 The Day is observed annually to uphold the right to freedom and equal 
opportunities for the ethnic minorities in India and create awareness about the 
respect and dignity of the minorities. 

 The day also highlights the need to eliminate all forms of discrimination against 
minorities. 

 The United Nations has declared December 18 as the Minorities Rights Day in 
1992 

 In the same year, the United Nations adopted the Statement on the Individual’s 
Rights belonging to religious, ethnic and linguistic minorities 

 In India, it is the responsibility of the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) to 
conduct events on this day.  

 The NCM was established by the Union Government under the National 
Commission for Minorities Act, in 1992. 

 In January 26, 2006, the Indian Government set up the Ministry of Minority Affairs, 
carving it out from Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

 On December 18, 2013, Minorities Rights Day was celebrated in India for the first 
time 

 Initially, five religious communities - Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and 
Zoroastrians (Parsis) were notified as minority communities by the government 
under Section 2(c) of the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992 

 On January 27, 2014, Jains were also notified as another minority community. 
 As per the Census 2011, the percentage of minorities in the country is about 

19.3% of the total population of the country 
 The population of Muslims are 14.2%, Christians 2.3%, Sikhs 1.7%, Buddhists 

0.7%, Jain 0.4% and Parsis 0.006%.  
 The persons belonging to minority communities can call the NCM on the toll-free 

number 1800-11-00-88 to seek redressal of their grievances 
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 International Migrants Day – December 18 
 

 
 
 The Day is observed every year to highlight the importance of protecting the rights 

and dignity of migrants around the world 
 The migration may be either voluntary or forced movements caused by an 

increased magnitude and frequency of disasters, economic challenges and 
extreme poverty or conflict 

 According to the United Nations, approximately 281 million people were 
international migrants last year, representing 3.6% of the global population in the 
year 2020 

 Millions of migrants have been assisted by the UN affiliated International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) since it was formed 70 years ago 

 Theme 2021 - ‘Harnessing the Potential of Human Mobility.’ 
 The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) which is the 

first inter-governmentally negotiated agreement, covers all dimensions of 
international migration in a holistic and comprehensive manner 

 On December 04, 2000, keeping an account of the large and increasing migrants 
across the globe, the UN proclaimed December 18 as International Migrants' Day. 

 The day also coincides with the UN General Assembly adopting the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and members 
of Their Families in the year 1999 

 

 


