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TAMIL NADU
· Chief Minister M K Stalin - inaugurated the urban square spread over nearly 5.9lakh sqft beneath the cloverleaf-shaped Kathipara flyover in Chennai on December 16. 
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· The project was developed by the Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL), with funds from the Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority (CMDA)
· The urban square, built at a cost of ₹14.5crore, will primarily serve as a rest stop for those arriving at the city. 
· The square divided into four zones will be easily accessible to people arriving from Meenambakkam and airport, Porur, Ekkattuthangal and Guindy.
· Other amenities at the square include eight bus stops for MTC, a parking lot that can accommodate 128 cars and 340 two-wheelers, crafts bazaar, shopping area and children play area. 
· The space also has an installation of Tamil vowels that can serve as backgrounds for selfies. 
· The contract for the construction and maintenance of the square was given to BNR Infrastructure, a Chennai-based private company
· In a release, the state government called the urban square a milestone in Singara Chennai 2.0 project.

· The Tamil Nadu government - has sanctioned ₹352.5 crore towards the implementation of Member of Legislative Assembly Constituency Development Scheme (MLACDS) – fully funded by the state government -- for this fiscal year. 
· This is 50% of the ₹702 crore allocated in the budget for the current year.
· Each MLA is entitled to get ₹3 crore to implement the listed schemes in their constituencies. 
· The director of Rural Development and Panchayat Raj is authorised to draw the amount sanctioned and disburse the same to the district collectors and the commissioner of Greater Chennai Corporation
· Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the previous AIADMK government reduced the per MLA allotment to ₹2 crore during 2020-21.

· A team of Archeological Survey of India (ASI) officials – have discovered a 5th century stone sculpture of Vinayaki, (female form of Lord Ganesha), from the pre-Pallava period
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· The  three-ft-tall sculpture on a granite stone was located at a village in Chengalpet district, about 100 km south of Chennai
· The discovery is a rare antique piece comprising details of the donor inscribed in early Tamil script. 
· While Vinayaka (Lord Ganesha) is worshiped widely in Tamil Nadu, there are very few idols of Goddess Vinayaki with a trunk.
· The inscriptions are early Tamil scripts that can be traced to about 1,500 years ago. 
· Vinayaki, the female form of Lord Ganesha, is largely worshiped in North India and is very rare in the south, particularly in Tamil Nadu
NATIONAL
· The Union Cabinet – has cleared the proposal to increase the minimum legal age of marriage for women from 18 to 21, bringing it on par with men
· Following the Cabinet’s approval, the Government will introduce an amendment to the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, and consequently bring amendments to the Special Marriage Act and personal laws such as the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955
· The Union government is planning to bring a bill in this regard in the ongoing winter session of Parliament
· Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during his Independence Day speech last year, had made a mention of the proposal.
· The proposal is based on recommendations submitted to Niti Aayog in December 2020 by the Centre’s task force, headed by Jaya Jaitly, the former president of Samata Party
· The task force, set up in June 2020 by the Ministry of Women and Child Development, also included Dr V K Paul of Niti Aayog and Secretaries of the WCD, Health and Education ministries and of the Legislative Department, apart from academicians Najma Akhtar, Vasudha Kamat and Dipti Shah.
· It was constituted to examine “matters pertaining to age of motherhood, imperatives of lowering MMR (Maternal Mortality Rate), improvement of nutritional levels and related issues”
· The Section 5(iii) of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 sets 18 years as the minimum age for the bride and 21 for the groom. 
· The Special Marriage Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 also prescribe 18 and 21 years as the minimum age of consent for marriage for women and men, respectively.
· Women’s age of marriage was increased from 15 years to 18 years in 1978, by amending the erstwhile Sharda Act of 1929.
· As many as 23.3% of women aged 20-24 were married before they turned18, the legal age of marriage, as per National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21). 
· The latest survey shows the problem is more prevalent in rural India at 27% whereas in urban regions, underage marriage accounted for 14.7% of all marriages.

· The joint parliamentary committee on personal data protection -  has submitted its final report in Parliament on December 16
· Congress Member of Parliament Jairam Ramesh extended the JPC report in the Rajya Sabha while BJP MP PP Chaudhary, the chairperson of the panel, tabled the report in the Lok Sabha
· The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, was introduced in Lok Sabha on December 11, 2019 by the then Union Minister of Electronics and Information Technology, Ravi Shankar Prasad
· It seeks to provide for protection of personal data of individuals, and establishes a Data Protection Authority (DPA)
· The Bill, which contains 98 clauses, was referred to the joint committee headed by BJP MP Meenakshi Lekhi in December 2019. 
· Lekhi was replaced as chairperson by another BJP MP, PP Chaudhary, after she became the minister in Union cabinet in July 2021
· The proposal for the Bill came after the Supreme Court declared in 2017 privacy a fundamental right and directed the government to come up with the data protection regime.
· The JPC’s report on the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, recommends wide ranging changes including widening the scope of the Bill to include non-personal data
· It has reintroduced a recommendation of heavy penalties for serious data violations with fine up to ₹15 crore, or 4% of global turnover, while lesser violations will have a limit of ₹5 crore, or 2% turnover.
· The committee has expressed concerns about the safety of the SWIFT network, which enables international financial transactions between banks
· It has recommended that an alternative indigenous financial system be developed along the lines of similar systems elsewhere, such as Ripple (USA) and INSTEX (EU), to ensure privacy while also boosting the digital economy.
· The JPC recommended a 24-month period after the notification of the Act for the appointment of the chairperson and members of the DPA.

· Bengal’s biggest festival ‘Durga Puja of Kolkata’ – enters into the UNESCO’s the representative list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
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· The decision to include Durga Puja as a World Heritage site was taken during the sixteenth session of the annual convention of UNESCO's Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage held online in Paris from December 13 to December 18
· This is the first festival in Asia to receive the recognition.
· Durga Puja joins other Indian cultural practices and expressions, such as Kumbh Mela, Chhau dance from Bengal and Odisha, Sankirtana from Manipur, Yoga, Ramlila, Buddhist chanting in Ladakh and Nawruz on the ICH list.
· The recognition as a world heritage will not only attract more international tourists to Kolkata and Bengal, but will also lead to foreign investment in the festival
· An annual festival, Durga Puja marks the ten-day worship of goddess Durga which involves sculptures of the goddess sculpted from clay pulled from the Ganga
· Apart from Kolkata, the festival is also celebrated in Tripura, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, Assam, Maharashtra, Delhi, and Uttar Pradesh
· Since 2016, the West Bengal government has been organising a Durga Puja Carnival, a parade of popular pujas from Kolkata and adjoining districts along with cultural performances
· Apart from the Kolkata Durga Puja, the Saint John celebrations in Venezuela, the Corpus Christi festival celebrated in Panama and the Bolivian Grand Festival of Tarija were also included in UNESCO's list of 'Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity'.
· The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity currently has 492 elements. 
· The list of Intangible Cultural Heritage elements on the UNESCO website includes 13 entries from India.
· Besides Durga Puja in Kolkata (2021), the India list includes Kumbh Mela (2017); Nowruz (2016); traditional brass and copper utensil-making among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab (2014); Sankirtana of Manipur (2013); Buddhist chanting of Ladakh (2012); Chhau dance, Kalbelia dance of Rajasthan, and Mudiyettu of Kerala (2010); Ramman festival of Garhwal (2009); and Kutiyattam Sanskrit theatre, Ramlila, and Vedic chanting (2008).
APPOINTMENTS
· Army chief General M M Naravane - is now acting as the chairman of the chiefs of staff committee (CoSC).
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· Chief of defence staff (CDS) General Bipin Rawat passed away on December 8 following the chopper crash in Coonoor, Tamil Nadu
· As per the earlier system, the senior-most among the Army, Navy and IAF chiefs would be the CoSC chairman
· Gen Naravane took over as the Army chief from Gen Rawat on December 31, 2019
· He is slated to retire in April next year and is considered to be the frontrunner for the post of CDS
· Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari took over as the IAF chief on September 30 this year. 
SPORTS
· On December 16, Indian shooter Avani Lekhara - won the “Best Female Debut” honour at the 2021 Paralympic Awards for her record-breaking gold medal at the Tokyo Games.
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· The 20-year-old from Jaipur, who sustained spinal cord injury in a car accident in 2012, won the gold in the women’s 10m Air Rife Standing SH1 event earlier this year.
· With that special feat, Avani had broken the Paralympic Games record besides equalling the world record
· Avani was the first-ever female Paralympic gold medallist from India
· She also won a bronze in the 50m Rifle Three Positions Standing SH 1 event, becoming the first Indian female to win two medals in Games’ history on September 3, 2021
· It was also India’s first Paralympic medal in shooting.
· Avani was also awarded Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna, India’s highest sporting honour, for her achievement.
· India won an unprecedented 19 medals at the Paralympic Games including five gold, eight silver and six bronze
· Dutch wheelchair tennis player Diede de Groot and Swiss wheelchair Racer Marcel Hug are among the winners of the 2021 Paralympic Sport Awards as announced by the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) on December 16, 2021
· De Groot became the first Wheelchair Tennis player to complete the calendar Golden Slam by winning all four Grand Slam titles and the Paralympic gold medal
· The awards recognise achievements from the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games across seven categories - Best Female, Best Male, Best Female Debut, Best Male Debut, Best Team, Best Official, and BP Courage Award.
KASHI VISHWANATH DHAM CORRIDOR - REPORT
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The Kashi Vishwanath Complex is a reflection

of our culture, tradition and progress. When
you come here it is not only faith that brings you
here, this is also a place where you will take pride in
the past and witness how the ancient and the present
are intermingling here

-Narendra Madi, Prime Minister

Thanks to PM Modi’s initiative, the

Kashi Vishwanath Dham is completed.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reintroduced
the world to India’s glorious cultural and spiritual
heritage through Yoga, Kumbh and now Kashi
Vishwanath Dham and Ayodhya

=Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister, UP

Laying solid foundation of a new tomorrow

Trending Gateway of ‘Sanatan’ Culture

Inauguration of the Rs 900 crore Kashi Vishwanath Dham Corridor is lending a new dimension to the holy city of Lord Shiva

aranasi, the

home turf of

Prime

Minister

Narendra
Modi, has steadily
undergone a chrysalis
that has merged tech-
nology, progress and
spirituality. The conver-
gence has led Lo the
genesis of the Kashi
Vishwanath Dham
Corridor - a grand mile-
stone for the UP
government that has
reimagined new vistas
of infrastructure,
health, culture, com-
merce and tourism for
the divine city.In a
grand inauguration,
carlier, on December
13 by PM Narendra
Modi, the Rs 900 crore
corridor stands as a
rousing tribute to the
ancient sanatan tradi-
tions.

‘The Dham also went
viral on social media
siles, crossing over
7 billion impressions and
reaching 350 million
people. It was hash-
tagged more than 2.1
lakh Lweets in less than

an hour. This only holds
testimony to the project’s
nationwide acceptance
and appreciatior
Already, the shrine
attracts millions of pil-
grims, historians,
tourists and spiritual
enthusiasts, every year,
from across the country
and the world. Dedicated
1o the nation and the
people of Kashi, the
project was completed
on a war footing despite
two waves of Covid-19.

Calling upon the coun-
trymen to stay commit
ted to ‘swachhta’ (clean-
liness), ‘srijan’ (innova-
tion) and ‘aatm-nirbhar-
1a’ (self-reliance), the
PM assured that the
‘Namami Gange Mission’
will continue in its
endeavor of cleanliness
with added momentum
and vigour.

Overcoming outdated
and worn out infrastruc-
ture and replacing it
with modern and state
of art, public friendly
amenities and facilities,
the dham corridor- a
dream project for PM
Modi, earmarks signifi-
cant structural
upgrades that now con-
nects Ganga's banks
directly with the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple. The

Transforming dream into a new reality

new layout not only
streamlines the architec-
tural set-up of the tem-
ples in the corridor but
also, now, sits on an
impressive 5 lakh square
feet of land with the abil-
ity to accommodate
50,000 to 75,000 devo-
tees

WELCOME T0 THE

NEW PORTAL T0
SPIRITUALITY

Directly visible from the
Ganga River, the temple
complex has been
opened to the public. It
will now shorten the
period by setting a direct
link between the temple
and the Ganga River.
Touted at a cost of Rs
900 crore, Rs 451 crore
was spent in purchasing
320 buildings for the
Temple complex.
Remarkably, nearly 1111
people were rehabilitat-
ed, without a single
court litigation. Phase 1
of the project has been
developed with a budget
of Rs 345.47 crore.

‘The inauguration of the
corridor by PM Modi
entailed elaborate ritual-
istic dip and prayers in
river Ganga at the Kaal
Bhairav Temple followed
by other ritualistic offer-
ings and evening Ganga

had lunch with construc-
tion workers who played
a pivotal role in the time-
ly completion of the proj-
ect. The event was also
altended by Yogi
Adityanath, CM of

Uutar Pradesh and

accessible Lo the com-
mon man, the corridor
presents Kashi in a new
and modern avatar.
Visitors can now reach
the temple from the
riverfront, with the
majestic facade of

Anadiben Patel, the temple complex

Governor- now acces-

{,,  Destination i
Now ttar Prades| via the cor-

aarti. The Prime Minister
also planted a sapling on
the Dham premises and

Looking into the future

MANDIR PARISAR

Arectangular compound enclosing
the temple with an orate colonnade
accessed by four gates

MANDIR CHOWK

A civic space including handicraft
‘emporiums, exhibition centre and
the offices of mandir trust

Yatri Suvidha Kendras Guest houses

Mumukshu
Bhavan

Bhogshala

Manikarnika Ghat

Based on the working modl of the projoct
by HCP Design, Planning and Management

Over 7,000 square metre

templ patom for meditaton fo
10,000 people.

7 grand entrance gates

Vedic and spirtual Brary

Virtual gallery

Tourist centre:

Securty hal

‘A special sky bear light system
Temple Chowk

Varanasi ity gelbry

Museum

Mutipurpose audiorioms and hall
Devotee fackaton cenre

Public convenience

Sabvation home

Godowla gate

Bhogshala/ Food Court
Stelterfor priess and sevecars

ridor. In an extraordi-
nary chain of events, the
redevelopment of the
Kashi Vishwanath com-
plex also led to the exca-
vation and restoration of
40 ancient temples and
structures.

The Temple complex's
pilgrim carrying capacity
now stands augmented
1o a remarkable 50,000
o 75,000 from a meagre
few hundreds. Pilgrims
and Lourists have been
enabled with direct
access 1o the temple
from River Ganga
through steps and esca-
lators along with disabil-
ity friendly features. The
corridor also exhibits a
replica of ancient set~
Lings and provisions of
bath at the river and
hindrance free usage of
steps/escalators o the
temple.

The completion of the
project has given Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir com-
plex a brand-new look
and more space. A
devout Shiva devotee
who takes a dip in the
holy river every morning
and paid his tribute to
Lord Shiva in the tem-
ple, can now see the
temple directly from the
ghat and this means a

lot to a Kashiwasi, who
carlier had to navigate
several lanes to reach
the temple, after taking
a dip in the holy Ganga

TRADITION MEETS
MODERNITY

Host to new structures
and state of the art
facilities like multi-pur-
pose hall for prayers,
rest areas and rest-
rooms, information and
security zones, guest
houses, the Kashi
Vishwanath Dham
Corridor is an artistic
marvel of traditions and
modernity.Apart from
the Godolia and
Saraswatidwar entries,
devotees can also enter
through the riverfront
using a newly created
jetty to dock the boats.
Home 1o a countless vis-
itors, the corridor is
covered with multi-lay-
ered security features
that includes baggage
scanners and 300
CCTVs. The entire com-
plex will be secured with
three-ring security pro-
vided by the civilian
police, provincial armed
constabulary and the
CRPF (Central Reserve
Police Force).

The project has been
coupled with beautifica-
tion drives of ghats in
Varanasi. Under HRI-
DAY yojana, life stories
of stalwarts from Kashi
such as Kabir, Tulsidas,
Ravidas, Munshi
Premchand, Bhartendu
Harishchandra and
Jaishankar Prasad were
brought to life through
mural paintings. Wall
paintings of
KabirChaura crossing,
which was named after
Saint Kabir are a trib-
ute to the life of the
great Bhakui saint who
lived in Varanasi.
Murals of Assighat, one
of the most iconic
Ghats of Varanasi, tell
stories about the
refined culture of
Varanasi.
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Kashi’s booming ‘Pilgrimage Economy’

The Kashi Vishwanath Corridor is set to give a massive

boost to city’s tourism and local trade

Adreamer. A visionary. A trailblazer

he last few years
hicSeeraicn
focus on the devel-
opment of infrastructure
and tourist friendly fa
ties that support pilgr
ages in India. Touting
these holy sites as key
markers of revenue gen=
eration and employment
creation, Kashi
Vishwanath Dham
Corridor is an illustrious
feather that the ‘double
engine’ government has
added to its cap. A proj-
ect with immense sen
mental value to the PM,
the corridor has not just
streamlined the architec-
tural layout of the tem-
ples but also opened up
fresh opportunities for
employment, commerce
and entrepreneurial set-
ups that will accelerate
in the wake of a reinvigo-

-

rated tourist footfall in
the region.

The establishment of
tourism-rich economic
zones in pilgrim trails
takes off from elaborate
research that has shown
that religious monuments
have been prominent
hubs of economic activity
throughout history.
India’s pilgrimage econo-
my is one of the most
crucial sectors of India,
generating employment
opportunities for millions
in areas ranging from
infrastructure and con-
struction to the travel
and tourism.

As in the case of the
Kashi Vishwanath temple,
the site has been a place
of reverence and devotion
for Lord Shiva devotees.
During the 2019 Kumbh
Mela alone, nearly 10

lakh pilgrims visited the
temple in just a 48 hour
window. Lakhs of pilgrims
who had reached Kashi
from Pragyaraj Kumbh
had assembled in and
around the temple to per-
form Mahashivratri ritu-
als.What this develop-
ment led to was a mas-
sive pick-up for the local
markets of Varanasi
which is home to nearly
18,189 families of
weavers. The city is the
epicenter of the famed
Indian silk-weaving indus-
try. Nearly 85% of the
total number of weavers
belong from here.

The impact religious
tourism potential, that is
still vastly untapped
here, has yielded greater
investments in building
better infrastructure for
pilgrims, both, by the
central as well as the
state government. This
has lent added credibility
and augmentation in
Varanasi's medical infra-
structure, beautification
drives of ghats and pub-
lic parks, skill training
programmes and
improved connectivity.”
During the inauguration
of the Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) in 1916,
Mahatma Gandhi was
dismayed by the narrow
streets and the lack of
cleanliness in Kashi.
Bapu had made the com-
ment 100 years ago, but
today under the guidance
of PM Modi, the fame of

Kashi is being estab-
lished internationally,
remarked Yogi
Adityanath.

THE VECTOR FOR INDIAN
TOURISM

The central govern-
ment, in 2014-15,
launched a dedicated
National Mission on
Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and
Spirituality
Augmentation Drive
(PRASAD) aimed at
providing central funds
for public works to
develop and improve
religious tourism infra-
structure in India.
Heritage City
Development and
Augmentation Yojana
(HRIDAY) is another

Z
The new ¢

For the people, of the people

ultural hub of tourism and commerce

et
. RN
Nurturing one dream at a time

PICS: SANJAY GUPTA

Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor will not only
play a vital role in
attracting more
domestic and
international tourists,
but also build added
momentum for
employment and
buisness opportunities
for locals in the region

'Sanatan' heritage modemized and epitomized by the
all-new 75meter wide and 400 meter long Kashi
Vishwanath Dham Corridor

The Dham now directly accessible from River Ganga

The new Corridor can accommodate 50,000 to
75,000 devotees in a day

The Corridor developed on a 5 lakh sq.ft expanse from
an earlier 3000 sq.ft

The hashtag #KashiVishwanathDham was number 2,
worldwide on social media platform

The hashtag was used in over 2.1 lakh tweets in less

than hour

Phase 1 of project developed with a budget of

Rs 345.47 crores

Rs 451 crore spent on purchasing 320 buildings and
rehabilitating 1111 people for the development of the Kashi

Vishwanath Dham Corridor

40 ancient temples and structures unearthed and

restored

More than 3000 seers and religious leaders attended

the inaugural ceremony

crucial programme by
the central government
under which twelve
cities across the coun=
try have been identi-
fied for development
and beautification in
line with their rich
socio-cultural heritage.
‘The pilgrim cities of
Varanasi is a case in
point in understanding
India’s pilgrimage
economy and its vast
potential in playing a
much larger role in the
Indian growth story.
Located on the banks
of rivers Ganga, Kashi
is one of the oldest pil-
grimage cities in the
world which is continu-
ously evolving and
growing in the 21st
century.

One of the most
revered pilgrim places
in both Hinduism and
Buddhism, Varanasi

receives a large chunk
of domestic and inter-
national religious
tourists alike.
According to govern=
ment estimates, around
879% of tourists in
India are domestic
while the rest 13% are
foreign. The centrality
of Varanasi in Hindu
and Buddhist beliefs
implies that this
ancient city receives a
considerable part of
total domestic tourists
and pilgrims. As a
result, the development
of Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor will not only
play a vital role in
attracting more domes-
tic and international
tourists but also build
added momentum for
employment and buis-
ness opportunities for
the locals in the region
itself.
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