EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–NOVEMBER 2, 2021
TAMIL NADU
 On November 1, the Madras high court - set aside a Tamil Nadu legislation
granting 10.5% reservation to the Vanniyar community within an existing
20% quota for the most backward classes (MBC) in the state
 A division bench of Justice M Duraiswamy and Justice K Murali Shankar held the
law as unconstitutional and illegal that amounts to discrimination among same
category of castes
 The Judges cited lack of quantifiable data to measure the “extreme
backwardness” of the Vanniyars in quashing the law

 The 10.5% quota law for vanniyars was introduced by the AIADMK government
on February 26, minutes before the Election Commission announced the April
2021 assembly election.
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 The existing DMK administration issued an order for its implementation in July this
year
 The court decided to quash the reservation as unconstitutional on seven grounds
 This included the competency of the state to provide reservation based on caste,
whether reservation can be provided without quantifiable data on population,
socio-educational status and representation of the backward classes in services.
 The sub-categorisation of reservation was done based on the recommendation of
the chairperson of a commission
 The commission headed by retired justice A Kulasekaran was constituted after
PMK’s statewide protests for reservation in 2020
 The reservation was provided by amending Tamil Nadu Backward Classes,
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (Reservation of Seats in Educational
Institution and Appointments or Posts in the Services Under the State) Act, 1993
 This Act was enacted by the State following a Supreme Court order to protect
69% caste-based reservation in Tamil Nadu.
 On November 1, Tamil Nadu government - announced waiver of gold loans
where gold weighing five sovereigns were mortgaged in cooperative banks.
 The department of co-operation, food and consumer protection had issued a
Government Order (GO) in this regard
 As per the GO, chief minister M K Stalin had, on September 13, announced that
the gold loans taken from cooperative banks till March 31, 2021 will be waived off
based on certain qualifications to benefit the needy.
 The DMK party had promised to waive off the loans in their election manifesto
earlier this year.
 The waiver of the loan will provide the exchequer around Rs.6,000 crore except
the part repayment of the loan by some of the beneficiaries.
 The government also released a set of guidelines to be followed by the
cooperative banks for the waiver process.
 According to the guidelines, if a ration card holder and the members have one or
more gold loans (gross weight upto 40g) in one or more cooperative banks, they
will be eligible for the waiver.
 In case of the eligible borrower repaying part of the loan already, the balance loan
amount including principal and other interests will be taken into account of the
waiver.
 Sri Lankan refugees living in the rehabilitation camps will also be eligible under
the waiver if they comply with the conditions.
 According to the GO, the loans taken after March 31, 2021 are ineligible for the
waiver.
 The gold loan above 40g of gross weight in one or more cooperative banks will
not be eligible for the waiver.
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 The gold loan within 40g of gross weight taken on or before the cut-off date of
March 31, 2021 will not be entertained for the waiver if the loan had been closed
on or before the release of the GO.
 The state government will pay the cooperative banks the principal loan amount
and the interest from April 1 till the release of GO.

STATES
 Telangana - has been invited to participate in International Seed Conference
which will be held virtually by Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) on
November 4 and 5 in Rome, Italy
 The FAO invited Telangana State Seed and Organic Certification Authority
(TSSOCA) Director K Keshavulu to address the global seeds conference on the
topic ‘A Success Story of India: Telangana State as a Global Seed Hub’
 The development is seen as recognition of the growing prominence of Telangana
State as the global seed hub, boosting the seed trade and seed exports, making it
a leader in the seed production
 About 195 delegations including Ministers, FAO representatives, seed industry
representatives, and scientists, are participating in the conference.

NATIONAL
 On October 1, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - committed India to becoming
a ‘carbon neutral’ country through a ‘net zero’ goal by 2070 along with major
targets on renewables and reductions in green house gases by 2030

 This is the first time such a ‘net zero’ goal has been set for the country
 The PM resisted pressure for a 2050 deadline as was being pushed as a COP26
target by UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
 It is also 10 years more than the 2060 deadline announced by China.
 PM Modi held out five goals (panchamrit) to underline India’s commitment to
containing climate change in his speech
3 | Page

044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

 He appealed to world leaders to make ‘lifestyle change’ a global movement –
World LIFE - by avoiding “mindless consumption” and adopting mindful utilisation
of resources.
 The PM hit out at developed countries for their unfulfilled promises of mobilising
climate finance of $100 billion per year by 2020
 He reminded them of their responsibilities and asked them to mobilise $1 trillion to
support developing countries.
 The announcement of ‘net zero’ was backed by key steps — climate actions — to
achieve the target through a clear timeline
 This includes meeting 50% of India’s total energy requirements from renewable
energy, reducing one billion tonnes of carbon equivalent of greenhouse gases
(GHG) from its projected emissions by next nine years, reducing carbon intensity
(carbon emission per unit of GDP) by 45% by 2030 from 2005 levels, and
increasing the share of renewable energy from 450 GW to 500 GW by 2030 as
part of NDCs.
 PM Modi’s announcement is clearly an improvement on what India had committed
in 2015 as its ‘nationally determined contributions’ (NDCs) under the Paris
Agreement.
 This would clearly update the country’s NDCs by increasing its previous target of
40% share of non-fossil fuels in total energy mix by 2030 to now 50%; decreasing
GHG emissions in absolute terms and increasing reduction in carbon intensity
from 33-35% to 45% by 2030 from 2005 levels.
 India is the only country among the major economies which fulfilled its Paris
pledges (NDCs) and has been on track to achieve the rest of its goal, as per the
PM

COMMITTES
 The Centre - reconstituted the seven-member Economic Advisory Council
(EAC) to the prime minister for a period of two years after its tenure ended
in September 2021

 President of the Indian Statistical Institute, former member of the NITI Aayog and
Padma Shri awardee, Bibek Debroy has been retained as the chairman of the
EAC-PM since 2017.
 He is among the four members who have been retained by the Government
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 Three new members have been inducted while economist V Anantha
Nageswaran has been dropped from the council.
 Former RBI deputy governor Rakesh Mohan, along with IIM Ahmedabad
Professor T T Ram Mohan, and Director-General of the National Council of
Applied Economic Research (NCAER) Poonam Gupta, are appointed as the three
new part-time members
 The part-time members will be paid ₹10,000 per day of sitting.
 JP Morgan's chief India economist Sajjid Chinoy, India strategist for Credit Suisse,
Neelkanth Mishra, and managing director of Kotak Mahindra Asset Management
Co Ltd, Nilesh Shah, will continue to be part-time members of the council
 The EAC-PM is an independent body that advises the government, especially the
PM, on economic and policy-related matters.
 It was formed in September 2017 for a term of two years, replacing the erstwhile
PMEAC, which was chaired by former Reserve Bank of India governor C
Rangarajan during the tenure of the UPA government.

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 National Security Adviser Ajit Doval - delivered the inaugural address at the
6th 'Pune Dialogue on National Security 2021' on October 28, 2021

 The two-day virtual conference had a keynote address by Dr Soumya
Swaminathan, Chief Scientist of the World Health Organisation
 It was convened by the Pune International Centre (PIC) in collaboration with the
Policy Perspectives Foundation (PPF) of New Delhi, Centre for Advanced
Strategic Studies (CASS) and The Tribune Trust of Chandigarh
 The theme of this year's conference is 'National Security Preparedness in the Age
of Disasters and Pandemics'.
 The participants discussed the impact of disasters and pandemics on India's
national security and suggested strategies to deal with it
 The other speakers who took part in the conference include NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar, and Gen N C Vij (Retd), former Chief of the Army Staff
and Vice-Chairman, National Disaster Management Authority.
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 The conference focused on various topics including disaster risk reduction as part
of national security, external dimensions and future threats', dealing with future
challenges - role of science and technology, and imperatives.

DEFENCE
 On November 1, the Army and IAF - kicked off a major “airborne insertion
and combat” exercise along the frontier with China in eastern Ladakh

 The three-day exercise features hundreds of troops and heavy weapon systems
at an altitude of over 14,000-feet and minus 20°Celsius temperatures
 The People’s Liberation Army of China patrols along the 3,488-km LAC stretching
from eastern Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh
 It also conducts integrated joint operations exercises in the Tibetan Autonomous
Region.
 The Indian exercise began with over 200 Para-Special Forces soldiers from the
Agra-based Shatrujeet Brigade along the northern border in eastern Ladakh to
validate its rapid response capabilities

NATIONAL DAY
 Seven Indian States, Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Chhattisgarh, Kerala,
Karnataka, Punjab & Madhya Pradesh and two union territories
Lakshadweep & Puducherry - observed their Foundation Day on November
1, 2021.
 Earlier, Tamil Nadu also used to celebrate its foundation day on November 1.
 On October 30, the state government announced that Tamil Nadu Formation Day
will be celebrated on July 18 from this year.
 Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala came into existence from the then Madras
state on November 1, 1956, after the Linguistic Reorganisation of states.
 Madhya Pradesh came into being in 1956, Haryana was formed in 1966 while
Chhattisgarh was carved out of Madhya Pradesh in 2000
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