EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – NOVEMBER 18,2021
-

TAMIL NADU

 On November 17, Chief Minister M K Stalin - announced Pongal gift hampers
for 2.15 crore PDS family cardholders in the state.
 The gift hampers costing ₹1,088 crore will be given to rice cardholders and Sri
Lankan Tamils staying in rehabilitation centres during the Pongal festival in
January 2022.
 The gift hamper will consist of 20 items -- raw rice, jaggery, cashew nuts, dry
grapes, cardamom, moong dal, ghee, turmeric powder, chilli powder, coriander
powder, mustard, jeera, pepper, tamarind, Bengal gram, urad dal, rava, wheat
flour, salt and a cloth bag.
 Later, chief minister also ordered sugarcane to be given to each cardholder during
the Pongal festival.

STATES
 The Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) – has announced
to provide 180 days leave, on the lines of maternity leave, to women
employees who adopt children
 However, if the employee has two surviving children, she cannot avail this benefit.
 In this regard, KSRTC has issued a notification allowing its employees who adopt
children to avail maternity leave on par with biological parents.
 At present, adoptive parents had to take their own leave and are not eligible for
maternity leave
 The 180 days’ leave can be availed within the first year of adoption or before the
child is one year old, whichever happens first.

NATIONAL
 On November 17, the Union Cabinet - cleared utilisation of the Universal
Service Obligation Fund (USOF) for provision of mobile connectivity in
7,287 uncovered villages.
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 These uncovered villages of 44 aspirational districts across five states of Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Odisha will get 4G-based
mobile services.
 The plan for telecom towers covers 1,218 villages (3 districts) in Andhra Pradesh;
699 villages (8 districts) in Chhattisgarh; 827 villages (19 districts) in Jharkhand;
610 villages (4 districts) in Maharashtra; and 3,933 villages (10 districts) of Odisha
 The estimated cost of implementation of ₹6,466 crore includes operational
expenses for five years.
 The project would be funded by the USOF, and would be completed within 18
months of signing of the agreement.
 USOF provides financial support for the provision of telecom services in
commercially unviable, uncovered rural and remote areas of the country.
 It is an attached office of the Department of Telecommunications and is
headed by the administrator, USO Fund, appointed by the central
government.
 The resources for the implementation of USO are raised by way of universal
service levy, which is a percentage of the revenue earned by the operators
under various licence.
 The work would be awarded through an open competitive bidding process as per
extant USOF procedures.
 The present proposal to enhance digital connectivity will facilitate learning,
dissemination of information and knowledge, skill upgradation and development,
disaster management, e-Governance initiatives among others
 In another decision on the same day, the Cabinet approved the construction of
32,152km of roads in remote tribal and backward areas, including those affected
by left-wing extremism
 These roads are to be completed under the first two phases of Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) at a cost of ₹33,822 crore
 Out of the ₹33,822 crore required for these road projects, the central
government’s share is ₹22,978 crore and the remaining will be borne by the state
governments.
 Covishield maker Serum Institute of India (SII) – to start the paediatric trial
of Covovax by including children in the 2-6 years age bracket across 10
sites in India
 The vaccine maker started off Covovax trials among children in August this year.
 Initially, the trial enrolled adolescents in the 12-17 years category and was later
expanded by enrolling children in the 7-11 age group.
 The phase 2 and 3 paediatric trials of Covovax will have a total of 920 children —
460 in the 12 to 17 years category, 230 in the 7-11 age group and another 230 in
2-6 age group.
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 The recombinant nanoparticle protein-based vaccine — NVX-CoV2373 —
developed by the American biotechnology firm Novavax has been branded
‘Covovax’ in India.
 SII, partnering with Novavax, is expected to launch Covovax for adults in India this
year and for children by April 2022.
 The children who are part of the advanced trials would be followed up for six
months after inoculating with two doses of Covovax, which are given 21 days
apart.
 The first pod hotel of the Indian Railways - was inaugurated virtually by
Raosaheb Danve, Union minister of state for Railways, from the Churchgate
station in Mumbai on November 17.
 The tariff will remain ₹999 for 12 hours and ₹1,999 for 24 hours for staying in the
pod hotel, where facilities like Wi-Fi, TV, a small locker, adjustable mirror and
reading lights etc will be provided.

 The pod hotel, also known as capsule hotels, has several small bed-sized
capsules and provides overnight accommodation at affordable rates.
 The facility at Mumbai Central Station has a total of 48 pods, which are further
divided into three categories - 30 classics, 7 ladies only, 10 private, while one is
kept exclusively for the differently-abled persons
 The total cost of the projects and facilities inaugurated was worth ₹230 crore.
 The concept of a pod hotel originates from Japan

INTERNATIONAL
 China - has surpassed the United States to become the richest nation in the
world
 This was revealed in a new report by the research arm of consultants McKinsey &
Co.
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 The Bloomberg report has been prepared after examining the national balance
sheets of 10 countries, representing more than 60% of world income

 As per the report, global wealth tripled over the past two decades to $514 trillion in
2020, from $156 trillion in 2000.
 China accounted for almost one-third of the increase.
 Its wealth soared to $120 trillion from a mere $7 trillion in 2000, the year before it
joined the World Trade Organisation.
 The US saw its net worth more than double over the period, to $90 trillion.
 In both countries — the world’s biggest economies — more than two-thirds of the
wealth is held by the richest 10% of households, and their share has been
increasing
 As computed by McKinsey, 68% of global net worth is stored in real estate.
 The balance assets are held in portfolios such as infrastructure, machinery and
equipment and, to a much lesser extent, intangibles like intellectual property and
patents.

PERSONALITIES
 Jessica Watkins, a Nasa astronaut – is all set to become the first black
woman to join its crew for a long-term mission.
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 On November 16, Nasa announced that Watkins, a geologist, would join as a
mission specialist on SpaceX’s next astronaut flight, known as Crew-4, to the
International space station.
 She will join two other Nasa astronauts and an Italian astronaut for a six-month
mission aboard the orbital lab that is scheduled to start in April 2022
 Only seven of the 249 people who have boarded the ISS since its creation in 2000
were black.
 Victor Glover became the first black crew member in a longduration mission,
which started last year.
 The 6 black astronauts who had visited the ISS before were part of crews that
stayed for roughly 12 days

DEFENCE
 The Indian Navy - is set to commission the first Project 15B stealth guidedmissile destroyer, INS Visakhapatnam, and the fourth Project-75 submarine,
INS Vela

 The commissioning ceremonies for Visakhapatnam and Vela would be held on 21
November and 25 November respectively in the presence of Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai
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 Late last month, Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) handed over the INS
Visakhapatnam (Y 12704) to the service
 The company is under contract to build four Project 15B ships for the Indian Navy
at an overall project cost ₹35,000 crore
 INS Visakhapatnam was designed in-house by the Indian Navy's Directorate of
Naval Design
 The ship is 163 metres in length, 17 metres in width, and has a displacement of
7400 tonnes, making it one of the most powerful warships ever built in India.
 The ship is capable of fighting in NBC (Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical) warfare
scenarios.
 The Project 15B ships, also known as the Visakhapatnam-class destroyers, are a
follow-on of the Kolkata-class ships (Project 15A).
 The recently delivered Vela is one of six Kalvari-class submarines of Scorpene
design
 They are being built by MDL in Mumbai through a transfer of technology from
French firm Naval Group at a project cost of ₹23,000 crore.
 The submarine has been scheduled to join the Submarine fleet of the Western
Naval Command
 According to the Indian Navy, the first ship of the Survey Vessel Large (SVL)
project, Sandhyak, will be launched early next month.
 Sandhyak is the first of the four vessels under the SVL Project being built by
Kolkata’s Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) for the Indian Navy.
 These large Survey ships are equipped with new generation hydrographic
equipment for collecting oceanographic and geophysical data in the Indian Ocean
Region.

ASER 2021 SURVEY REPORT
 Enrolment in government schools in rural India - crossed 70%, even higher
than pre-Covid days.
 This was revealed in the Annual Status of Education (Rural) (ASER-2021) survey
report
 The survey was held across 25 states and three UTs.
 On the other hand, after a steady increase between 2006 and 2014, the
enrolment in private schools significantly declined during the pandemic to 24.4%.
 Gender-wise enrolment in government schools for girls is at 80% in 2021.
 State-wise, Uttar Pradesh (13.2%) and Kerala (11.9%) registered maximum
increase in government school enrolment
 The lowest increase were in Jharkhand (2.8%), Bihar (2.8%) and West Bengal
(3.9%), which was significantly lower than the national increase of 6.1% over the
2018 figure.
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 The ASER 2021 indicates that the digital divide had been bridged significantly —
as against 36.5% in 2018 and 61.8% in 2020, 67.6% of the enrolled children now
have a smartphone available at home.
 A significant trend in enrolment is that in 2021, enrolment in senior classes is
higher than primary classes
 In government schools for classes VI to VIII for boys and girls in 2021 enrolment
has been 73.4% and 79.2% respectively, while the enrolment in classes I and II
are 72% and 74.1% respectively.
TAMIL NADU
 The smartphone ownership in Tamil Nadu – has increased from 40% in 2018
to 66.1% in 2021
 This was revealed in the 2021 Annual Status of Education Report (ASER).
 It was the lowest among the southern states
 One in three students in rural Tamil Nadu does not have a smartphone at home,
as per the report.
 ASER 2021 was a phone-based survey and it involved 5,122 rural households in
all Tamil Nadu districts, except Chennai
 The report also covered 3,923 children in the age group of 5 to 16 during
September-October 2021.
 The survey also found that the percentage of students enrolled in government
schools increased by around 10% to 76.3% in 2021 compared to 2018.
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 The percentage of students among the 6 to 14 age group not enrolled in schools
dropped from 6.2 in 2020 to 1.3 in 2021.
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