EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – NOVEMBER 13,2021
-

STATES

 On November 11, the Punjab Assembly - has adopted a resolution against
the Central Government's three contentious farm laws passed in September
2020

 This is the second resolution, which was adopted by the State against the
Centre's three farm laws.
 The first one was passed in October 2020 when Amarinder Singh was the Punjab
chief minister.
 The three contentious farm laws are the Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020; Farmers' (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020; and the Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020.
 Thousands of farmers have been camping at three borders of the national capital
since November 2020 demanding repealing these Acts
 The Punjab Assembly unanimously passed another resolution against the
Centre’s order extending the jurisdiction of the Border Security Force (BSF) from
15 km to 50 km, terming it an “insult” and sought its withdrawal.
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 Last month, the Centre had announced the amendment of the BSF Act to
authorise the border guarding force to undertake search, seizure and arrest within
a 50 km stretch, up from the existing 15 km, from the international border in the
states of Punjab, West Bengal and Assam
 The house also passed the Punjab Contract Farming (Repeal) Bill, 2021 to repeal
the Punjab Contract Farming Act 2013.
 The assembly also passed the Punjab Agricultural Produce Markets (Amendment)
Bill, 2021 alongwith several other Bills
 On August 29, Tamil Nadu became the seventh state to adopt a resolution against
the three controversial farm laws passed by the Centre
 West Bengal, Maharashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Delhi and Kerala
are the other states to oppose these laws

NATIONAL
 On November 12, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - launched two customercentric initiatives of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) - the RBI Retail Direct
Scheme and the Reserve Bank-Integrated Ombudsman Scheme

 With these initiatives, India has opened up Government bond market for the
retails investors
 During the virtual launch of the scheme, RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman were also present.
 According to the Prime Minister, the two schemes will expand the scope of
investment in the country and make access to capital markets easier and more
secure for investors.
 The RBI Retail Direct scheme allows retail investors to buy and sell government
securities (G-Sec) online, both in the primary and secondary markets.
 Henceforth, small investors can invest in G-Secs by opening a gilt securities
account called ‘Retail Direct Gilt’ (RDG) Account with the RBI
 The initiative was first mentioned by the RBI governor in February 2021
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 The Reserve Bank-Integrated Ombudsman Scheme will help in improving the
grievance redress mechanism for resolving customer complaints against RBI’s
regulated entities.
 It is based on “One Nation-One Ombudsman” concept with one portal, one
email, and one address for the customers to put forth their complaints.
 Henceforth, there will be a single point of reference for customers to file their
complaints, submit the documents, track status, and provide feedback.
 Under this scheme, there will be a multilingual toll-free number that will
provide all relevant information on grievance redress and assistance for
filing complaints
 The complaints that are not covered under the ombudsman scheme will continued
to be attended to by the Customer Education and Protection Cells (CEPCs) which
are located in the 30 regional offices of RBI.
 Before the merger, RBI had three ombudsman schemes—the Banking
Ombudsman Scheme (BOS), launched in 1995, the Ombudsman Scheme for
Non-Banking Financial Companies (OS-NBFC), 2018 and the Ombudsman
Scheme for Digital Transactions (OSDT), 2019

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS
 The India- Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship Association for the 9th
Parliament of Sri Lanka - was established on November 11 under the
patronage of the Sri Lankan Speaker of Parliament, Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena

 High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka, Gopal Baglay was invited as the Guest
of Honour at the meeting
 Minister of Irrigation and State Minister of National Security & Disaster
Management and State Minister of Home Affairs, Chamal Rajapaksa, has been
elected as the President of Sri Lanka - India Parliamentary Friendship for the ninth
Parliament.
 Sri Lankan MPs, Rauff Hakeem, M.A Sumanthiran, and Dr. V. Radhakrishnan
were elected as the Vice- Presidents of the association
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 The meeting was attended by more than 100 Members of Parliament and several
State Ministers
 The meeting was highlighted as a testimony to the strength of India-Sri Lanka
bilateral relationship.

ECONOMY
 On November 12, State-run ONGC - reported a net profit of Rs 18,347 crore
in the July-September period, marking the highest quarterly profit made by
an Indian company.
 ONGC’s profit zoomed 565% from Rs 2,758 crore in the previous corresponding
period
 This is attributed to the increasing oil prices and ONGC opting for a one-time gain
of lower tax rate regime with effect from 2020-21
 The record of highest quarterly profit was held by Reliance Industries, which had
posted a profit of Rs15,479 crore during the last quarter.
 ONGC’s revenue surged 44% to Rs 24,353 in the July-September period against
Rs16,917 crore in the same period of 2020

NATIONAL DAY
 National Education Day - November 11

 The National Education Day is being celebrated on November 11 to
commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
 A freedom fighter, scholar and educationist, Maulana Azad was a key architect of
Independent India.
 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was the first education minister of independent India
and served from August 15, 1947, to February 2, 1958 in Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru’s cabinet
 He was responsible for setting up top education bodies like the All India Council
for Technical Education (AICTE) and the University Grants Commission (UGC).
 The first Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Kharagpur, was established by
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
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 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was also responsible for setting up IISc, School of
Planning and Architecture, University education commission, the Secondary
education commission, Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Sahitya
Academy, Lalit Kala Academy, Sangeet Natak Academy and Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR)
 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was one of the founding members of the Jamia Milia
Islamia University, originally established at Aligarh in the United Provinces, India
in 1920.
 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad breathed his last on February 22, 1958
 He was posthumously awarded Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award, in
1992.
 The Ministry of Education, which was then the Ministry of Human Resource
Development, on September 11, 2008 announced to commemorate the birthday
of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as National Education Day
 The first National Education Day celebrations were inaugurated by then President
Pratibha Patil on November 11, 2008 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.
 Abul Kalam Ghulam Muhiyuddin known as Maulana Abul Kalam Azad born in
Mecca, Saudi Arabia in 1888
 He started a weekly journal in Urdu in 1912 called Al-Hilal, followed by Al-Bagah
later to criticise the British policies.
 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad supported Non-Cooperation Movement started by
Gandhiji and entered Indian National Congress in 1920
 At an age of 35, he became the youngest person to serve as the President of the
Indian National Congress.
 Maulana Azad was arrested in 1930 for violation of the salt laws as part of
Gandhiji’s Salt Satyagraha
 After his release, he again became the president of Congress in 1940 (Ramgarh)
and remained in the post till 1946
 World Science Day for Peace and Development - November 10
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 The day is observed every year to highlight the importance, relevance and the
advancements of science in our daily lives
 Theme 2021 - ‘Building Climate-Ready Communities’.
 The first World Science Day for Peace and Development was celebrated
worldwide on November 10, 2002, as announced by the UNESCO
 World Science Day for Peace and Development was the result of the 1999 World
Conference on Science in Budapest.
 The last year's theme was ‘Science for and with Society in dealing with the global
pandemic.’
 International Week of Science and Peace (IWOSP) - November 8 to 14

 The special week is celebrated to encourage people to develop better technology
and promote peace in their countries
 The International Week of Science and Peace was first observed from November
10th to 16th in the year 1986 as part of the observance of the International Year of
Peace.
 It was proclaimed as an International Week of Science and Peace by the UN
General Assembly in the month of December 1988.
 The day is observed every year during the week in which November 11 falls.
 The annual celebration of this event contributes towards the promotion of science
and technologies to protect the natural environment and bring peace and harmony
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