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TAMIL NADU 
 The Tamil Nadu government - has constituted a 39-member committee, led 

by chief minister M K Stalin to monitor the implementation of centrally-
sponsored schemes in the state.  

 The schemes to be monitored include MGNREGA, Deen Dayal Antyodaya 
Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission, Deen Dayal Upadhayaya – Grameen 
Kaushalya Yojana (rural employment scheme) and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (road connectivity to habitations).  

 The district development coordination and monitoring committee, also known as 
DISHA committee, would meet at least once in every six months. 

 Minister for rural development K R Periakaruppan will remain as the co-
chairperson for the state-level committee.  

 The committee will review deployment and effectiveness of human resources 
engaged by the state government in implementation of various developmental 
programmes and projects.  

 It will provide suggestions to improve designs and approved programmes or make 
mid-course corrections to ensure that programmes benefit flow to the rural poor in 
full measure. 

 The committee will review flow of funds in fulfilment of state’s obligations in 
relation to the programmes and projects 

 It will review constraints impeding the timely implementation of various projects 
and resolution of land issues, if any.  

 The committee will also look into complaints/ alleged irregularities received in 
respect of the implementation of the programmes, including complaints of wrong 
selection of beneficiaries, misappropriation/diversion of funds and recommend 
follow-up action. 

 The Union ministry of rural development has nominated several MPs to the 
committee.  

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – OCTOBER 9, 2021 
- 
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 TR Baalu, S S Palanimanickam and A Raja, Tiruchi Siva and R S Bharathi (all 
DMK), M Selvaraj (CPI), P R Natarajan (CPM), Su Thirunavukkarasar (Congress), 
Thol Thirumaa Valavan (VCK), K Navaskani (IUML), P Raveendranath Kumar, A 
Navaneethakrishnan and S R Balasubramoniyan (AIADMK) are the MPs who will 
remain as members of the committee.  

 The state government has nominated MLAs, V G Rajendran, N Ezhilan, T K G 
Neelamegam, M Boominathan (all DMK), J M H Aassan Maulaana (Congress) 
and K A Sengottaiyan (AIADMK), as members of the committee 

 The secretaries of finance, planning and development, revenue and disaster 
management, environment, climate change and forests department, heads of 
departments, non-official members and representatives of NGOs are the other 
members of the committee. 

 
 The Indian Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) - will run an 

exclusive tourism train ‘Shri Ramayana Yatra’ from Madurai to Shringverpur 
in Uttar Pradesh to promote domestic tourism. 

 

 
 

 The tour will commence on November 16 from Madurai and conclude on 
November 28 in Shringaverpur  

 It will go through Dindigul, Trichy, Thanjavur, Kumbakonam, Mayiladuthurai 
junction, Chidambaram, Cuddalore Port, Villupuram junction, Chennai Egmore, 
Katpadi junction, Jolarpettai junction, Hampi, Nasik, Chitrakut Dham, Varanasi, 
Gaya, Sitamarhi, Janakpur (Nepal), Ayodhya, Nandigram and Prayagraj. 

 The package cost for the 13-day tour is 14,490 per person, including GST.  
 The unique tourist train has features like sleeper class, non-AC accommodation, 

non-AC road transfers, south Indian vegetarian food, tour escort and security for 
each coach, travel insurance and protection kits such as sanitiser, mask, face 
shield and gloves. 

 People residing in the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Puducherry 
can book tickets.  

 Central or state government employees can avail of LTC for the pilgrimage tour.  
 This is the first IRCTC tourist special train to cater to mainline tourists to visit 

North Indian pilgrims 
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 The Pudukkottai archaeological research forum - has identified two antique 
objects close to the archaeological excavation site at Porpanaikottai in 
Pudukkottai district.  

 During the study, the forum discovered remains of a tiled roof like structure and 
dilapidated jar like object 

 

 
 

 The remains of a tiled roof and conical jar appear similar to the antiques, thereby 
establishing a probable trade connection with ancient Rome.  

 The first phase of archaeological excavation taken up by the Tamil Nadu Open 
University (TNOU) concluded in Porpanaikottai last month  

 The length and width of the tiled roof, likely made of fired brick, measures 6.2cm 
and 6 cm respectively.  

 Porpanaikottai was quoted in literatures having palaces and massive defence 
walls 

 In this context, the Roman roof tile could have been used in the royal structure, 
thus indicating a possible trade connect with ancient Rome. 

 Another antique object found in the superficial study was a conical jar used to 
store liquids 

 
 Ancient Chinese potsherds, believed to be about 1,000 years old - have 

been discovered near a school in Thirupulani in Ramanathapuram district.  
 

 
 
 

 The potsherds were discovered by students of the Suresh Sudha Azhagan 
Memorial Government Higher Secondary School, Thiruppullani, near their school 
premises 
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 The potsherds belong to a period between 12th and 13th century AD and were 
made of porcelain and celadon having Chinese origin. 

STATES 
 Uttarakhand government – has decided not to rename the iconic Corbett 

National Park — named after naturalist Jim Corbett — as Ramganga 
National Park. 

 

 
 

 Union minister of state for environment and forests Ashwini Kumar Choubey had 
suggested renaming Corbett as Ramganga. 

 The park is named after a legendary hunter-turned-conservationist Jim Corbett 
 A name change will hit tourism in Uttarakhand as the park is popular, including 

among international tourists, as Corbett. 
 During the Union minister’s visit, he had used the name ‘Ramganga National 

Park’ for Corbett while writing in the visitor’s book.  
 He had also sought a proposal from park authorities to restore Corbett’s old 

name, Ramganga. 
 The minister had suggested an “Indian” name for the park, in spirit of the 

programme — Azadi ka Mahotsav — which he was attending there.  
 Between 1954 to 1956, the tiger reserve was called ‘Ramganga National Park’ — 

after the Ramganga river that flows through it — before it was renamed in a 
tribute to Corbett. 

NATIONAL 
 Tata Sons - has won the bid to acquire debt-ridden national carrier Air India 

for Rs. 18,000 crore on October 8 
 The winning bid brings to the Tatas, a 100% stake in Air India and its low-cost 

arm, Air India Express as well as a 50% stake in ground and cargo-handling 
company Air India SATS Airport Services Private Limited (AISATS). 

 The deal doesn't include Air India's non-core assets like land and buildings, and 
Tata Sons will have to retain all of the airline's employees for at least a year. 
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 The terms of the transaction allow the Tatas to sell up to 49% in Air India after a 
year, although they can undertake realignment of the airline during the first year 
itself.  

 The Tata Group will also sign a business continuity plan for three years.  
 While the brand and eight logos will also be transferred to the Tatas, they come 

with a five-year lock-in, and the new owner cannot sell them to a foreign entity. 
 This marks the first successful privatisation by a government in nearly 17 years. 
 The government aims to complete the transaction by the end of 2021. 
 Once the deal is concluded, TCS would step in to manage the A to Z of AI’s IT 

and digital operations 
 The software services major, TCS, contributes the highest revenue share of over 

85% to Tata Sons’s income. 
 Tata will take over the debt of ₹15,300 crore and the remaining ₹2,700 crore cash 

will flow into government coffers into a special purpose vehicle (SPV). 
 The rest of AI’s ₹61,562 crore debt (as at the end of August) will be borne by the 

government. 
 Air India has a fleet of 117 wide-body and narrow body aircraft and Air India 

Express Ltd., has 24 narrow body aircraft 
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 For Tata Sons, Air India is the third airline brand, after AirAsia India and Vistara, a 
joint venture with Singapore Airlines Ltd.  

 Tata’s offer was nearly 40% higher than the reserve price of ₹12,906 crore set by 
the government 

 The consortium led by entrepreneur Ajay Singh, who's also the chairman of 
budget carrier SpiceJet Ltd, bid ₹ 15,100 crore 
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 Seven bidders had initially shown their interest by December 14, 2020, but five 
were disqualified as they did not meet the requirements set by the government. 

 Tata group is acquiring Air India through its wholly owned subsidiary Talace Pvt. 
Ltd., 

 Tata Airlines was formed in April 1932 with an initial investment of Rs 2 lakh crore 
under the leadership of Jehangir Ratanji Dadabhoy (fondly called JRD) Tata 

 JRD Tata is India’s first civil aviation pilot, Tata Group Chairman from 1938 to 
1991, and the only industrialist to receive the Bharat Ratna.  

 The saga of Indian commercial civil aviation began on October 15, 1932 
 On this day, JRD Tata took off on his first official Tata Airlines flight from Karachi’s 

Drigh Road aerodrome and landed ahead of schedule at what was then Bombay’s 
Juhu airstrip. 

 In 1938, Bobby Kooka, among the first employees at the company, designed the 
iconic Maharaja as the brand identity of Tata Airlines and a symbol of hospitality. 

 In October 1947, Tata Sons proposed the establishment of a new company for 
international air service – Air India International.  

 In June 1948, Air India International’s first overseas flight from Bombay to London 
landed on-time (after stops at Cairo and Geneva). 

 In 1953, Tata Airlines along with seven other domestic airlines were nationalized 
and rebranded as Indian Airlines  

 At the same time, Air India International (the only international carrier in India) was 
nationalized and rebranded as Air India.  

 The government invited JRD to lead both corporations, which he accepted and 
became chairman of Air India and a director on the board of Indian Airlines.  

 Back then, the government had paid Rs 2.8 crore to Tata Group and took over a 
100% stake in the venture. 

 In 1970s, when Singapore Airlines (SIA) began attracting global tourists, it chose 
to collaborate with Air India to learn its world-class service standards. 

 In February 1978, the Morarji Desai-led government dropped JRD Tata from the 
chairmanship of Air India and the directorship of Indian Airlines.  

 The decision deeply impacted the man who had served the company for 45 years 
without a penny in remuneration. 

 In 1980, when Indira Gandhi came back to power, she re-appointed JRD on the 
board of both airlines, though not as chairman.  

 JRD continued to serve on the boards till 1986, the year in which Ratan Tata was 
appointed as the chairman of Air India 

 In 1994, under Prime Minister Narasimha Rao’s Open Skies Policy, the Air 
Corporation Act — the 1953 law under which air transport services were 
nationalized— was abolished. 

 In 2014, Tata Sons started Air Asia India, a low-cost airline, in partnership with 
Malaysia-based Air Asia Berhad after the revised foreign investment norms 
permitted foreign carriers to invest up to 49% in air transport services.  
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 Six months later, they started Vistara, a full-service airline, in partnership with 
Singapore International Airlines. 

 Between 1995 and 1997, Air India reported consolidated losses of ₹671 crores.  
 In 2001, under the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led government a decision on divesting 

40% stake in Air India was taken. 
 

 
 

 The Union Cabinet under Prime Minister Manmohan Singh decided to merge Air 
India and Indian Airlines.  

 Despite opposition from both state-run airlines, a new company (Air India Ltd.) 
was formed in 2007 to manage the combined entity.  

 Between 2007 and 2009, combined losses increased from ₹770 crore to ₹7,200 
crores and borrowings rose from ₹6,550 crore to ₹15,241 crore 
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 By the time Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led Government first put-up Air India 
for sale in 2018, Air India had succeeded in accumulating losses of ₹50,000 
crores and a debt of ₹55,000 crores. 

INTERNATIONAL 
 Multinational enterprises (MNEs) - will be subject to a minimum 15% global 

tax rate from 2023 
 This major reform was finalised at an Inclusive Framework meeting under the 

umbrella of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
on October 8 

 Following years of intense negotiations, an agreement on a ‘two-pillar’ solution 
was reached among 136 countries and jurisdictions representing more than 90% 
of global GDP (including all OECD member countries and G-20 countries).  

 Four countries — Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan and Sri Lanka — have not yet joined 
the agreement.  

 From the very inception, India has been an active participant in these discussions, 
placing ‘Pillar One’ of great importance from revenue standpoint 

 ‘Pillar One’ grants taxing rights and allocation of profits of multinational enterprises 
(MNEs) to countries where the customer base is, regardless of whether the MNEs 
have a physical presence  

 This is applicable to highly digitalised companies that do not require a physical 
footprint such as Google and Facebook, which have a huge consumer base in 
India. 

 Under Pillar One, taxing rights on more than $125 billion are expected to be 
reallocated from around 100 of the world’s largest and most profitable MNEs to 
market jurisdictions (countries where the customer base is), each year.  

 This would ensure that these firms pay a fair share of tax wherever they operate 
and generate profits.  

 ‘Pillar Two’ introduces a global minimum corporate tax rate set at 15%.  
 Ireland, with a low corporate tax rate of 12.5%, had emerged as a tax haven for 

tech firms like Google, Facebook and Apple.  
 The new minimum tax rate will apply to companies with revenue above 750 million 

euros and is estimated to generate around $ 150 billion in additional global tax 
revenues annually.  

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen – to meet his Indian counterpart 

Narendra Modi on October 9 
 Climate, energy, water and green finance will dominate this first in-person summit 

between India and Denmark.  
 The meeting holds special significance since Mette Frederiksen is the first foreign 

head of government to physically visit India since February 2020.  
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 It’s also the first summit that will deal with the concept of “green” as the strategic 
focus of the future. 

 India and Denmark are expected to sign four agreements during the discussions 
 The first agreement will be in the area of skills development, where Danish 

entities would help Indians acquire new-age capabilities to succeed in a greening 
economy.  

 Besides an IPR agreement is expected to be agreed upon, that will seek to 
protect traditional Indian knowledge 

 Another pact to be signed aims to map India’s groundwater and aquifers which 
will help to address India’s water-stressed situation  

 Finally, an agreement with IISc in Bangalore to develop carbon dioxide as a 
cooling agent, moving away from greenhouse gases currently being used. 

 The two premiers will oversee almost seven commercial agreements between 
Indian and Danish companies which will cover river rejuvenation, green hydrogen, 
reduction in carbon footprint in cement production etc. 

 Denmark is becoming the preferred partner for India, and the summit is 
envisioned as a template for a close relationship between developed and 
developing countries. 

 Climate issues are likely to dominate the discussions, particularly in the run-up to 
the COP 26 summit in Glasgow in November 2021 

 India will highlight its ambitious goals of 450 GW in renewable energy, while 
Denmark will showcase its catalogue of technologies, processes and sources of 
green financing that could help India get there.  

 For Denmark, India provides the scale for its technologies and skills, taking it to a 
different level altogether. 

AWARDS 
 Journalists Maria Ressa of the Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of Russia - 

won the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize for their fight for freedom of speech on 
October 8 
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 Maria Ressa is CEO of Philippines based news organisation Rappler while Dmitry 
Andreyevich Muratov is editor-in-chief of the Russian newspaper Novaya Gazeta 

 Muratov dedicated his award to six contributors to his Novaya Gazeta newspaper 
who had been murdered for their work exposing human rights violations and 
corruption 

 The prize is the first Nobel Peace Prize for journalists since the German Carl von 
Ossietzky won it in 1935 for revealing his country’s secret post-war rearmament 
programme. 

 Muratov, 59, is the first Russian to win the peace prize since Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in 1990 

 Ressa, 58, is the first winner of a Nobel prize in any field from the Philippines and 
the first woman to be honoured this year with an award by the Nobel committee. 

 Ressa is one of several journalists named Time Magazine Person of the Year in 
2018 

 The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded by a committee elected by the Norwegian 
Parliament (Stortinget). 

 So far the Parliament has recognised 135 people with the prestigious Peace 
award across the world, of which 17 are women 

 The Nobel Peace Prize will be presented on December 10, the anniversary of the 
death of Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel, who founded the awards in his 1895 
will. 

 Peace was the fifth and final prize area that Nobel mentioned in his will. 
 The 2021 Nobel Peace prize was awarded to the World Food Programme for its 

efforts to combat hunger, for its contribution to bettering conditions for peace in 
conflict-affected areas and for acting as a driving force in efforts to prevent the 
use of hunger as a weapon of war and conflict 

SPORTS 
 Pistol shooters Rhythm Sangwan and Vijayveer Sidhu - clinched gold in the 

25m rapid fire pistol mixed team event at the ISSF Junior World 
Championships in Lima, Peru, on October 7 
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 Both the shooters had earlier missed out on winning individual medals 
 It was India’s 10th gold and 23rd medal overall in this event.  
 Rhythm and Vijayveer defeated Thailand’s Kanyakorn Hirunphoem and 

Schwakon Triniphakron. 
 The third place was also claimed by India, as Anish and Tejaswini also defeated 

Thai shooters Chawisa Paduka and Ram Khamhaeng in the bronze-medal match. 
 In the rifle category, Ayushi Podder, Prasiddhi Mahant and Nishcal took silver as 

they lost to USA team comprising Tokyo Games silver medallist Mary Tucker, 
Elizabeth McGhin and Lorraine Zaun in women's 50m Rifle 3 Positions.  

 Both, 25m rapid fire mixed team and women's 50m Rifle 3 Positions team events 
are not Olympic events.  

 India’s total haul now stands at 10 gold, 9 silver and 4 bronze medals.  

 


