EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – OCTOBER 5, 2021
TAMIL NADU
 On October 4, Chief Minister M K Stalin - launched Face Recognition
Software for the state police to track criminals
 The Face Recognition Software is a mobile phone application containing more
than 5.30 lakh photographs and profiles of criminals and anti-socials across the
state.
 The app can be used to identify a photo of an individual by comparing it with
several photos uploaded on the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and
System (CCTNS).
 Police officers can use this on a computer with internet access in a station or
through a cell phone with the FRS processor in the field.
 Using this system, a police officer can immediately determine if the person in a
photograph has been involved in cases reported in other police stations.
 It also helps reveal to police officers the full background/crime history of suspects
caught while conducting patrols or while inspecting vehicles.
 When suspects are caught and interrogated, this system can be used to issue
fresh arrest warrants or to determine if a warrant issued is pending.
 It has been planned to include a video analysis facility in the FRS processor to be
able to identify a person’s face in CCTV video recordings.
 It can also be used to find out the number of people in large areas and to deploy
the necessary personnel to provide security.

STATES
 Uttar Pradesh – has become the first state in the country to have
administered over 11 crore doses of the Covid-19 vaccine.
 As per data from the CoWin portal as on October 4, the total number of doses
administered in Uttar Pradesh was 11.07 crore.
 CM Yogi Adityanath lauded the health workers for the achievement.
1 | Page

044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

 In terms of people, 8.8 crore people have taken first dose while 2.2 crore people
have taken both doses.
 In all, 32 districts have been able to administer over 15 lakh doses.
 Lucknow leads with over 39.4 lakh doses followed by Prayagraj (28.7 lakh),
Ghaziabad (28.6) Gorakhpru (27.7 lakh) and Kanpur Nagar (26.1 lakh) in top five.

NATIONAL
 Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya - launched ICMR’s ‘Drone
Response and Outreach in North East’ (i-Drone) on October 04

 The project, devised by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), was
launched from Nagaland and it aims the faster delivery of Covid-19 vaccine in the
remote corners of the country using drones.
 A locally made drone picked up Covid vaccines from Manipur’s Bishnupur district
hospital and delivered it to Karang island in Loktak lake in about 15 minutes
 The drone technology would speed up healthcare-related supply to the last mile.
 It will help India increase immunisation coverage by easily transporting lifesaving
medicines, vaccines and other healthcare services to remote and hilly regions.
 The ICMR-led pilot project has been approved for Nagaland, Manipur and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
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 This is the first commercial flying of a drone in South Asia, wherein a distance of
31km was covered in 13-15 minutes
 The 'Made in India' aerial devices endeavour under the aegis of the 'Antyodaya'
scheme, introduced by BJP in 2002
 Earlier this year, the ministry of civil aviation (MoCA) and directorate general of
civil aviation (DGCA) granted conditional exemption to ICMR for conducting
feasibility study of Covid-19 vaccine delivery using drones.
 The ICMR has partnered with IIT-Kanpur for the project.
 After the approval, HLL Infra Tech Services Limited, on behalf of ICMR, began
testing delivery of medical supplies (vaccines/drugs) by Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) at select locations in India.
 Going forward, ICMR will engage UAV operators to operate beyond visual line of
site (BVLOS) in fixed pre-defined or pre-approved flight paths and deliver Covid19 vaccine.
 BVLOS drone flights are those that go beyond 500-700 metres from the eye's
vision or beyond the visual line of sight.

AWARDS
 On October 4, American scientists David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian won the 2021 Nobel Prize for Medicine for the discovery of receptors in the
skin, that sense temperature and touch

 The breakthrough discoveries, achieved independently of one another, had
launched intense research activities that could pave way for the development of
new pain-killers
 Patapoutian, who was born in 1967 to Armenian parents in Lebanon and moved
to Los Angeles in his youth, is a Professor at Scripps Research, La Jolla,
California
 He had previously done research at the University of California, San Francisco,
and California Institute of Technology, Pasadena.
 He is credited for finding the cellular mechanism and the underlying gene that
translates a mechanical force on our skin and internal organs into an electric
nerve signal
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 New York-born Julius, 65, is a Professor at University of California, San
Francisco, after his earlier work at Columbia University, in New York.
 His findings on the skin’s sense of temperature was based on how certain cells
react to capsaicin, a pungent compound that makes chilli peppers ‘spicy’ by
simulating a false sensation of heat.
 The announcement was made by a panel at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm.
 Last year’s prize went to three scientists who discovered the liver-ravaging
Hepatitis C virus, a breakthrough that led to cures for the deadly disease and tests
to keep the scourge from spreading through blood banks
 The prestigious award comes with a gold medal and 10 million Swedish kronor
(over $1.14 million).
 The prestigious Nobel prizes, for achievements in science, literature and peace,
were created and funded in the will of Swedish dynamite inventor and
businessman Alfred Nobel, who died in 1895
 They have been awarded since 1901, with the economics prize first handed out in
1969.
 The other prizes are for outstanding work in the fields of physics, chemistry,
literature, peace and economics, which will be announced in the coming days
over the span of a week.

OBITUARY
 Former bureaucrat Shakti Sinha (64 years), who was private secretary to late
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee – passed away in Delhi on October 4
after a sudden heart attack

 Sinha, an IAS officer of the 1979 batch of the AGMUT cadre, was also former
Director of Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML) for three years.
 Sinha worked closely with Vajpayee during 1996-1999 and had written a memoir
titled 'Vajpayee: The Years That Changed India'
 He also served as honorary director at the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Policy
Research and International Studies at MS University, Vadodara and involved in
setting up the Delhi School of Public Policy and Governance at Delhi University
 Sinha opted for voluntary retirement in 2013 while he was serving as Finance
Secretary in the Delhi government led by Sheila Dixit.
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 During his stint in the NMML between 2016 and 2019, Sinha oversaw the PMO’s
pet project – the Rs 270-crore Museum of Prime Ministers.
 Between 2010 and 2012, Sinha served as the Chief Secretary of Andaman and
Nicobar.
 He also took leave to work for the United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan (April 2006-December 2008).
 For a short period, he was also with UNDP, Afghanistan, as Strategic Policy
Advisor.

INTERNATIONAL DAY
 World Habitat Day - October 4, 2021

 The Day is observed every year on the first Monday of October to remind all the
world's citizens of their duty towards shaping the future of cities and towns to
ensure adequate shelter and housing for everyone
 According to the United Nations, around 1.8 billion people were already living in
slums and informal settlements, inadequate housing or in homelessness in cities
across the world
 Theme 2021 – ‘Accelerating urban action for a carbon-free world’
 The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) had announced its decision to
celebrate World Habitat Day annually in 1985
 World Habitat Day was first celebrated in 1986 with the theme ‘Shelter is my right’
and hosted by Nairobi city.
 The habitat ‘Scroll of Honour award’ was launched by the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme in 1989 to encourage countries to find a solution to
habitat problems
 It is currently the most prestigious human settlement award in the world.
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