EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–OCTOBER 19, 2021
TAMIL NADU
 On October 18, school education minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi –
launched a new website ‘illamthedikalvi.tnschools.gov.in’ for registration of
volunteers to the state’s ambitious ‘Illam Thedi Kalvi’ campaign
 The school education department will launch ‘Illam Thedi Kalvi'’ (education at
doorstep) campaign in the state on November 1
 It is a statewide six-month long campaign that seeks to bridge the learning gaps
among students from Class I to VIII, who have not attend physical classes for the
last 18 months.

 The campaign which will be implemented at an estimated ₹200 crore will involve
around 1.7 lakh local volunteers who will teach at the designated centres from
5 pm to 7 pm every day.
 The campaign targets around 34 lakh students in state run primary and middle
schools.
 The handbook for the campaign was prepared by the State Council for
Educational Research and Training (SCERT)
 It will be distributed to volunteers who will use various methods including storytelling, dancing and drawing to help the children.

1 | Page

044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

 Volunteers who have completed Class XII will teach students from Class I to V
and those who have completed a degree will teach students studying from Class
VI to VIII.
 For 20 students, one volunteer will be appointed.
 The government has approved a proposal to pay ₹1,000 per month for each of
these volunteers chosen under the initiative
 The volunteers will be selected by local school management committees and
headmasters.
 On a pilot basis, the campaign will be introduced in the districts of Cuddalore,
Dindigul, Erode, Kancheepuram, Kanyakumari, Krishnagiri, Madurai,
Nagapattinam, Nilgris, Thanjavur, Trichy and Villupuram for two weeks
 The school education department - has relaxed the upper age limit for
teachers’ recruitment by five years in view of the Covid-19 pandemic.
 The age limit for teachers has been increased from 40 years to 45 years for
general category and from 45 years to 50 years for reserved category.
 The order will be applicable for postgraduate teachers’ recruitment also.
 In this regard, an order was issued by school education secretary Kakarla Usha
on October 18
 On October 18, Law minister S Regupathy - announced the government’s
policy decision to convert all the central prisons in the state into open air
jails and modernize them with all facilities.
 In this regard, the government will start identifying land soon to set up open air
jails in the state.
 The minister paid respects to the portrait of freedom fighter V O Chidambaram
Pillai and the oil press, which the freedom fighter was forced to pull when the
British government had lodged him in the Coimbatore Central Prison during the
freedom struggle.
 He also interacted with the prison inmates, who demanded the premature release
of life convicts who had completed 10 years of jail term.

STATES
 On October 18, Jammu & Kashmir administration - signed an MoU with the
government of Dubai for development projects
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 The projects will be undertaken in various fields including real estate, industrial
parks, IT towers, multipurpose towers, logistics, medical college and super
specialty hospital,
 This was announced by J&K Lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha on October 18.
 The groundwork for the agreement was prepared during the minister’s visit to
Dubai from October 1-3 on the sidelines of the inauguration of the India pavilion at
Dubai Expo 2020.
 The signing of the agreement follows after the recent announcement of industrial
package of Rs 28,400 crore for the Union Territory by the Centre.

NATIONAL
 The Centre – has launched the ‘River Ranching’ programme across 5 states
- Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Tripura.

 Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Parshottam Rupala,
launched the programme at Brijghat, Garh Mukteshwar in Uttar Pradesh recently
 The programme is aimed at increasing the fish catch, improving the livelihood of
fishers, maintaining the cleanliness of the river, uplift the depleted fish stock and
enhancing the production of the ranched fish species.
 In Uttarakhand, a total of one lakh fingerlings were ranched at Chandi Ghat at the
Ganga River in Haridwar
 In Tripura, a total of 1.85 lakh of fingerlings were ranched at four sites namely,
Khowai river at Teliamura, Gomati river at Udaipur, Dhalai river at Kamalpur and
Deo river at Dashamighat
 In Chhattisgarh, 1.5 lakh fingerlings have been ranched at Mirounee Bairaj in
Mahanadi, while in Odisha, 1.5 lakh fingering were ranched at Munduli at Cuttack.
 River Ranching programme is introduced as a special activity under Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)
 The activity aims to enhance fish production and productivity through expansion,
intensification, diversification and productive utilisation of land and water
 Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries has designated the National
Fisheries Development Board, Hyderabad (NFDB) as the Nodal Agency under the
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Central Sector component of PMMSY for implementing River Ranching across the
country
 Under the first phase of the programme, the NFDB has targeted three major river
systems, the Ganges and its tributaries, Brahmaputra & Barak river tributaries and
Mahanadi & other rivers during the FY 2020-21.
 Accordingly, six major inland states focusing on the length of the river belt namely
Uttar Pradesh, Tripura, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Uttarakhand, and Bihar were
chosen along with targeted sites for releasing of fish fingerlings.
 NFDB sanctioned a total budget of Rs 2.81 crore to ranch 97.16 lakh fingerlings to
these states as a part of Action Plan 2020-21 of PMMSY.

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 India and Israel - agreed in principle to recognise each other’s vaccine
certifications and restart talks on a free trade agreement (FTA) from
November.
 These were decided in the meeting held by Indian foreign minister S Jaishankar
with his Israeli counterpart, Yair Lapid in Jerusalem on October 18.
 Israel also signed up as the latest member of the International Solar Alliance.
 According to the Israel ministry of foreign affairs, the FTA negotiations would be
completed by 2022.
 India and Israel will host a joint Women and STEM mini conference on November
24, where women scientists from both sides participate.

 Minister of external affairs S Jaishankar laid a wreath at the Hall of Remembrance
during his visit to the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial museum in Jerusalem on
October 18

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 A research team from the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras – has
developed a white light emitting crystal in the laboratory
 The crystal can be used for energy saving and long-lasting LED (light emitting
diode) lights and display.
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 The team synthesized a crystalline material called halide-perovskites, which
emitted an intense white light when its structure was distorted.
 This indigenously developed bright white light emitter can potentially replace the
conventional high-cost material and phenomenally save the energy cost per
lumens.
 According to the researchers, halide-perovskites have extraordinary
optoelectronic (light-emitting) properties and high light-to-current conversion
efficiencies.
 The researchers said the distorted perovskite can be used independently as a
white light emitter or as a phosphor, a solid material that emits light, in
combination with blue LEDs to produce white light.
 Besides general lighting, white LEDs can be used in liquid crystal display
backlights, display mobile lighting, and medical and communication equipment.
 Energy-efficient LEDs, which replaced energy-inefficient incandescent lamps, are
available in almost all colours
 However, white LEDS are a recent development where specialised techniques
were used to produce white light.
 Blue LED is coated with yellow phosphor, a light emitting solid material, and blue,
green and red LEDs are combined to produce white light.
 The innovation, which has been patented, recently received the Government of
India’s SERB-Technology Translation Award
 The team plans to use the grant money of ₹30 lakh to produce LEDs using the
distorted perovskite material.

DEFENCE
 The eighth edition of the “India Sri Lanka bilateral joint Exercise” called
Mitra Shakti – concluded at Combat Training School, Ampara in Sri Lanka
recently

 The Joint exercise between Armies of India and Sri Lanka was held from October
4 to October 15, 2021
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 The aim of the exercise is to promote close relations between armies of both
countries and enhance inter-operability and sharing best practices in counterinsurgency and counter-terrorism operations
 Mitra Shakti, which means ‘power of friendship’, is carried out under a United
Nations (UN) mandate as both the armies contribute to the United Nations
Peacekeeping Forces
 Mitra Shakti is a counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism training programme for
subunits.
 It is designed to integrate the dynamics of UN peacekeeping missions.
 An all-arms contingent of 120 personnel of the Indian Army participated in the
exercise along with a battalion of the Sri Lankan Army
 The 7th Edition of Exercise Mitra Shakti was conducted at Foreign Training Node
at the Aundh Military Station in Pune, from December 1 to 14, 2019.
 In the seventh edition, a contingent from the Kumaon Regiment of the Indian
Army and the Gemunu Watch infantry regiment of Sri Lanka had participated from
the two countries.
 These exercises are conducted every year, alternating between India and Sri
Lanka.
 The first edition of Mitra Shakti was conducted in Colombo in 2014 and the
second in Pune the following year.
 In 2016, the third exercise took place in Ambepussa, Sri Lanka.
 The fourth exercise was held in Pune for the second time in 2017, while in 2018,
the fifth Mitra Shakti exercise was held in Sri Lanka

ECONOMY
 Tata AIG - has announced a rollout of a new insurance policy for drones

 Tata AIG has launched a remotely piloted aircraft system (RPAS) insurance and
distribution tie-up with drone marketplace, TropoGo.
 This follows the insurance regulator IRDAI’s directions to the non-life industry to
develop a comprehensive cover for drones, for both liability as well as physical
damage to the hull.
 Tata AIG’s RPAS insurance includes drones and is a comprehensive product
covering both hull and third-party liability risks faced by them.
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 It also provides optional coverage for beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS)
operations, night flying, and data loss liability.
 Tata AIG has closely engaged with the Drone Federation of India (DFI) to
understand the various types of risks faced by drone owners and operators.
 The civil aviation ministry foresees an investment of over Rs 5,000 crore in the
drone manufacturing industry over three years.

AWARDS
 India’s agri-waste recycling project developed by New Delhi-based Takachar
– bags Prince William’s Earthshot Environment prize for ‘Clean-air’
technology

 Vidyut Mohan led Takachar is one among five winners of the first-ever Earthshot
Prizes instituted by Prince William
 Queen Elizabeth II's grandson Prince William presented the inaugural Earthshot
prizes to projects from Costa Rica, Italy, the Bahamas and India at a ceremony in
London on October 17
 Attending the inaugural award was Sir David Attenborough and Liverpool
footballer Mo Salah among others.
 The award was instituted to reward innovators with £1 million each for developing
groundbreaking solutions to the world’s greatest environmental challenges.
 The Indian company ‘Takachar’ won the prize in the ‘Clean Our Air’ category for
its technology to create fuel, fertiliser and other speciality chemicals from
agricultural waste.
 Takachar’s innovation aims to put an end to stubble burning, an annual problem in
north India that causes severe air pollution, including in National Capital Region.
 The technology will also raise farmers’ income by creating a market for crop
residues.
 Takachar’s cheap, small-scale, portable technology can attach to tractors in
remote farms and converts crop residues into sellable profitable bio-products,
reducing smoke emissions by up to 98%.
 Takachar hopes to expand its operations around the world with a goal to cut a
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide a year.
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 There were two Indians nominated in the category with the third one being from
China.
 15-year-old Vinisha Umashankar of Tamil Nadu, who developed ironing carts that
run by solar power instead of charcoal, was another Indian to be nominated for
the award.
 Even though she failed to win the prestigious award, the organisers of the award
would provide her help in taking her invention to the next level.
 Sponsors of the prizes include the Aga Khan Development Network, Bezos Earth
Fund and Bloomberg Philanthropies.
 Each of the finalists -- chosen by experts from more than 750 nominations -- will
be given support and assistance from companies to develop their projects.
 The Republic of Costa Rica was one of the winners of the "Protect and Restore
Nature" award for its efforts to protect forests, plant trees and restore ecosystems.
 Coral Vita, from the Bahamas, was chosen as the next winner for a project to
grow coral in tanks, 50 times quick than coral normally grows
 The northern Italian city of Milan won the "Food Waste Hubs" award for collecting
unused food and giving it to people who need it most.
 The "Fix our Climate" award went to a joint Thai-German-Italian team for the AEM
Electrolyzer, which uses renewable energy to make clean hydrogen by splitting
water into its constituent elements
 The Earthshot Awards will be held in different cities across the world each year
between 2021 and 2030 to recognise five winners
 Prince William announced that the 2022 edition of the Earthshot Prize will be held
in the United States.
 The Earthshot Prize, launched in October 2020, was inspired by US president
John F. Kennedy's "Moonshot" project in the 1960s to put a man on the moon
 It covers five areas for the awards - how to protect and restore nature; clean our
air; revive our oceans; build a waste-free world; and fix our climate
 India’s Dr Rukmini Banerji and US Professor Eric A. Hanushek - were
selected recently as the recipients of the 2021 Yidan Prize for Education
Research and Yidan Prize for Education Development.

 They will each receive HK$30 million (approximately US$3.9 million), made up of
a HK$15 million cash prize and a project fund of HK$15 million, from the Yidan
Prize Foundation.
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 The Yidan Prize is the world’s highest education honour that recognizes the
improvement in quality of education and outcomes for learners
 Dr Rukmini Banerji, Chief Executive Officer of the Pratham Education Foundation,
was awarded the 2021 Yidan Prize for Education Development for her work in
improving learning outcomes.
 The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) assessment approach, pioneered
by Dr Banerji and her team in India, highlighted literacy and numeracy gaps
among children who had already spent several years at school
 Professor Eric A. Hanushek, Paul and Jean Hanna Senior Fellow, Hoover
Institution of Stanford University, is awarded the 2021 Yidan Prize for Education
Research
 His work helped shape the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 4
(ensure inclusive and equitable quality education) by reframing targets for learning
outcomes
 So far, 9 laureates have been awarded the Yidan Prize since its inception in 2016
by Dr Charles Chen Yidan.
 The idea of the prize came to him after stepping down as Chief Administration
Officer of Tencent, which he co-founded in 1998.
 The Yidan Prize Foundation confers the award every year in two categories –
Education Research and Education Development
 The Foundation is a global philanthropic education foundation that inspires
progress and change in education.
 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu - conferred the prestigious ‘Lokapriya
Gopinath Bordoloi Award for National Integration and Contribution’ for the
year 2021

 Eminent writer, scholar Dr. Nirode Kumar Barooah, Kasturba Gandhi National
Memorial Trust, Assam Branch and Shillong Chamber Choir, Meghalaya were
conferred with the awards this year.
 Governor of Assam Prof. Jagdish Mukhi and Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma were present in a programme held at Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra in
Guwahati recently.
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 The award was instituted by the Government of Assam in the memory of the first
Chief Minister of Assam Bharat Ratna Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi
 The award is given to institutions and individuals from diverse fields in honour of
their exemplary contribution towards national integration.
 The award carries a cash reward of Rs. 5 lakh, a citation and a shawl.
 Germany based writer-scholar Dr. Nirode K. Barooah, alumni of Cotton College,
Guwahati and University of Banaras, taught modern history at the University of
Delhi
 He published several books and research paper in English and Assamese
language on the Indian Freedom Movement with particular reference to Assam.
 Barooah obtained a Dr. Phil. degree from the University of Bonn in 1975 and had
been a member of the Association of the Foreign Press in Germany for some time
 Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust, Assam Branch was founded by Father
of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi on January 9, 1946
 The Trust initiated huge efforts to forge national integration and promote the
ideals of non-violent resistance and women empowerment
 Shillong Chamber Choir is an Indian chamber choir based in Shillong, Meghalaya
that was founded in 2001.
 Notable achievements of the choir include its performance at President Pratibha
Patil’s presidential banquet at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on 8 November, for the
U.S. President, Barack Obama and Michelle Obama, during their November 2010
state visit to India.

OBITUARY
 Colin Powell, former US Secretary of State (84 years)

 Colin Powell, the first black US secretary of state and top military officer, died on
October 18 due to complications of Covid-19
 In his four decades of public life, Colin Powell served as the nation’s top soldier,
diplomat and national security adviser
 Powell’s speech at the United Nations Security Council in 2003 helped pave the
way for the US to go to war in Iraq
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 He cited faulty information claiming Saddam Hussein had been secretly building
weapons of mass destruction as a premise for the war.
 Powell was a path breaker serving as the country’s first African-American national
security adviser, chairman of the joint chiefs of staff and secretary of state.
 A son of Jamaican immigrants, Powell joined the army through the Reserve
Officer Training Corps programme.
 He received a commission as a second lieutenant in the US Army, and was
posted in what was then West Germany.
 Powell completed two decorated combat tours of duty in Vietnam -- in 1962-63 as
one of John F. Kennedy's thousands of military advisors, and again in 1968-69 to
investigate the My Lai massacre.
 He became America's first Black national security advisor under then-president
Ronald Reagan and negotiated arms treaties and an era of cooperation with the
Soviet president, Mikhail Gorbachev.
 He was also the first African American and youngest chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff under Reagan's successor, George H.W. Bush and continued in the
tenure of Bill Clinton as Joint Chiefs chairman from 1989 to 1993.
 As chairman of the joint chiefs, he was the architect of the invasion of Panama in
1989 and of the Persian Gulf war in 1991
 Powell earned a number of civilian honors, including the Presidential Medal of
Freedom twice -- from Bush Senior and Clinton.
 He wrote a best-selling autobiography “My American Journey”
 Sri Lanka’s first-ever Test cricket captain Bandula Warnapura - died at the
age of 68 on October 18.

 An opening batsman with a solid technique, Warnapura was also a capable
medium-pace bowler.
 Not only did he lead the Sri Lankan side in its maiden Test match, he also faced
the first ball and scored the first run for the island nation.
 Warnapura captained Sri Lanka's first Test match in 1982, scoring 38 runs against
England.
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 After playing just four tests, he led a team of local players to South Africa in 1982,
defying a government and international ban against any sporting contact with the
then apartheid regime.
 He and other players were banned for 25 years but it was lifted in 1990, allowing
Warnapura to take an active role in coaching and went on to become the Director
of Coaching
 The former opener made his ODI debut in the 1975 World Cup game against the
West Indies at Old Trafford and went on to play 12 ODI’s for his country

SPORTS
 Tamil Nadu fencer Bhavani Devi – won in the individual women's sabre
event at the Charlellville National Competition in France

 The 28-year-old Bhavani made history at the Tokyo Games when she became the
first Indian to compete in the sport
 At the Tokyo Olympics, she won her round of 64 matches against Tunisia's Nadia
Ben Azizi before losing to eventual bronze-medallist, Manon Brunet of France in
the Round of 32
 Bhavani, who trains in Italy, is currently ranked 50th in the world and is the topranked fencer from India.
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