EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–OCTOBER 15, 2021
TAMIL NADU
 The Union education ministry - has nominated Tamil Nadu governor
R N Ravi as the chairman of the reconstituted governing board of the
Auroville Foundation.

 Tamilisai Soundararajan, the Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry, is also
nominated as one of the members of the board.
 A gazette notification by the Ministry of Education, which administers Auroville,
said the term of the nine-member board would be for four years period.
 In exercise of the powers conferred under the Auroville Foundation Act, 1988 (54
of 1988), other members are also nominated by the Central Government.
 They includes –
 Nirima Ojha, Professor, Oral Pathology, Mahatma Gandhi Postgraduate
Institute of Dental Sciences, Puducherry,
 Aravindan Nilakandan, Writer-Journalist, Tamil Nadu,
 Prof. Goutam Ghoshal, Department of English and Other Modern European
Languages, Visva Bharati, Santiniketan, West Bengal,
 RS Sarraju, Head of Center for Dalit, Tribal and Translation Studies,
University of Hyderabad and
 Prof. Nandana Gurappa Basappa, Department of PG Studies in Political
Science, Karnataka University, Dharwad
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 Joint Secretary, Ministry of Education and Joint Secretary and Financial Adviser,
Ministry of Education, Government of India have been appointed as ex-officio
members of the Governing Board.
 Auroville is an experimental township in Viluppuram district in Tamil Nadu, with
some parts in the Union Territory of Pondicherry
 Auroville is a universal town where men and women of all countries are able to
live in peace and progressive harmony, above all creeds, all politics and all
nationalities to realize human unity.
 As on date, there are more than 3000 residents from 54 countries residing at
Auroville.
 The Auroville Foundation was established under the 1988 act of the Indian
Parliament.
 The Act stipulated the vesting of all movable and immovable assets of the city in a
foundation, known as Auroville Foundation
 A 400-year-old hero stone – was discovered by archaeologists in a village
near Usilampatti in Madurai district.

 The hero stone measuring 3ft x 3ft shows the hero holding a boomerang (valari) in
his hand with his wife beside him.
 Boomerangs are weapons used by ancient humans in Africa and the aborigines in
Australia.
 After that it was used in southern Tamil Nadu, more so in Madurai region.
 Hence, it can be understood that like the early men in Africa, the early Tamils also
used the boomerang as their hunting weapon.
 Boomerangs are seen in museums in Madurai, Ramanathapuram and Pudukottai.
 It was a weapon that was banned during the British rule.

NATIONAL
 The Ministry of Home Affairs – has extended the area under jurisdiction of
the Border Security Force (BSF) in 3 border states of West Bengal, Punjab
and Assam
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 The new notification provides the BSF officers powers of arrest, search and
seizure, on par with their counterparts in police to a 50 km belt in 3 states, running
along the country’s borders, from the earlier limit of 15 km
 The border stretch under BSF in Gujarat stands reduced to 50 km from 80 km
earlier, while the area remains the same in Rajasthan at 50 km.
 No boundary limit has been prescribed for the five north-eastern states of
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram, Tripura and Manipur or the Union territories of
J&K and Ladakh.
 However, BSF will be empowered to search and arrest in Nagaland, Mizoram,
Tripura, Manipur and Ladakh.
 Section 139 of the Border Security Force Act, 1968, empowers the Centre to
notify the area and extent of the border force’s operational mandate, from time to
time.
 The BSF has been given the right to take this action under Acts like Passport Act,
NDPS Act, Customs Act as well as Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC)

INTERNATIONAL
 In a first, Kuwait – allows women to join military in combat roles, including
as officers

 On October 13, the army announced that Kuwaiti women will be allowed to serve
the military in combat roles after years of having been restricted to civilian roles
 In the initial phase, the applicants will serve in the field of medical and military
support.
 Kuwaiti women earned the right to vote in 2005 and have been active both in
cabinet and parliament, even though they did not gain any seats in the current
parliament.
 Unlike other Gulf countries, Kuwait’s parliament enjoys legislative power and
lawmakers are empowered to challenge the government and royals.
 Kuwait's military has a long-standing strategic relationship with the United States
and maintains strong ties with its partners in the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC).
 Kuwait and the United States have a formal defence co-operation agreement
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 US Army Central Command (ARCENT) has a forward headquarters in Kuwait,
and approximately 13,500 US troops are based there, primarily at Camp Arifjan
and Ali Al Salem Air Base

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 China - pledged $233 million into a new fund to protect biodiversity in
developing countries during the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) in
Kunming, in China's Yunnan province on October 12, 2021
 This was announced by Chinese President Xi Jinping during a speech delivered
through a video link at the COP15 leaders' summit.

 Delegates from about 195 countries participated in the first of a two-part summit
focusing on safeguarding plants, animals and ecosystems
 The second part of COP15 will involve face-to-face meetings in Kunming, China
from 25 April to 8 May 2022
 The summit aims to establish new targets for the years, 2030 and 2050.
 A key proposal debated at the conference is the "30 by 30" agenda that would
provide 30% of the Earth's land and oceans ‘protected status’ by 2030.
 Global spending to protect and restore nature needs to triple this decade to about
$350 billion annually by 2030 and $536 billion by 2050 to meet this target
 The funding issue will be taken up at negotiations in Geneva in January 2022 and
then later at the second part of the summit in April and May next year.
 China's pledge is far below the $4 billion committed by Britain for global
conservation projects over the next five years or France's commitment to spend
30% of its climate finance on biodiversity
 France and Costa Rica are supporting to declare 30% of oceans & lands
protected areas before 2030, while it is being strongly opposed by Brazil and
South Africa
 The UN Convention on Biological Diversity has been ratified by 195 countries and
the European Union -- although not the United States, the world's biggest polluter
historically -- with the parties meeting every two years
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 The biodiversity discussions at COP15 are separate from the COP26 summit set
to begin next month in Glasgow, where world leaders are under pressure to act on
the climate crisis.

ECONOMY
 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) - has retained India’s GDP growth
projections for the current fiscal year at 9.5%
 It had forecasted an 8.5% GDP growth in 2022, retaining the fastest-growing
major economy tag.
 Releasing its World Economic Outlook, the IMF said the global economy is
projected to grow 5.9% in 2021 and 4.9% in 2022, a 0.1 percentage point lower
than the July forecast.
 The multilateral agency had cut India’s GDP growth estimate to 9.5% from the
previous 12.5% in July, citing the impact of the second wave of the pandemic.
 Also, the 9.5% growth forecast is closer to the Reserve Bank of India’s estimate
which expects the economy to grow by 9.5% in 2021-22.
 China is forecast to grow 8% in 2021 and 5.6% in 2022.
 As per the report, barring China and India, emerging and developing Asia is
downgraded slightly as the pandemic has picked up.
 The World Bank expects the economy to grow by 8.3% in the current fiscal year
and is expected to moderate to 7.5% next year.

INTERNATIONAL DAY
 United States – has observed its first official Indigenous Peoples’ Day on
October 11

 President Joe Biden had issued a proclamation to observe Indigenous Peoples’
Day alongside the annual Columbus Day celebrations on the second Monday of
October.
 This year marks the first time a U.S. president has officially recognized Indigenous
Peoples' Day
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 The day aims to honor Native Americans, their resilience and their contributions to
American society throughout history, even as they faced assimilation,
discrimination and genocide spanning generations.
 Columbus Day commemorates the landing of the Spanish colonial conquest led
by Italian voyager Christopher Columbus to the Americas on October 12, 1492.
 The day has been observed by the federal government since 1934, and became a
federal holiday since 1971.
 The idea was first proposed by Indigenous peoples at a United Nations
conference in 1977 held to address discrimination against Natives
 In 1989 South Dakota became the first state to officially recognize ‘Indigenous
Peoples day” replacing Columbus Day.
 International Day of the Girl Child – October 11

 The day is observed every year to highlight the rights, safety and education of
girls, as girls face gender-based challenges such as child marriage,
discrimination, violence, and poor learning opportunities throughout the world
 The celebration of the day is the brainchild of the World Conference on Women
held at Beijing in 1995, in which the countries unanimously adopted the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action
 The United Nations General Assembly on December 19, 2011, passed a
resolution declaring October 11 as the International Day of the Girl Child
 Theme 2021 - “Digital generation. Our generation”
 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 sustainable
development goals (SDGs) adopted by world leaders in 2015 are integral to
achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment.
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