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TAMIL NADU 
 The ruling DMK and its allies - swept the rural local body polls in 9 

reorganized districts by winning 138 of 140 district panchayat wards and 
more than 1,000 of 1,381 panchayat union wards.  

 

 
 

 While the DMK won 128 district panchayat wards, its allies the Congress won 
seven seats, the MDMK two, and the VCK one seat.  

 The DMK won 930 panchayat union wards while its allies Congress won 32, VCK 
and MDMK won15 each, CPM four and CPI two. 

 The main opposition AIADMK won just two district panchayat wards.  
 Its ally BJP and other parties – PMK, AMMK, NTK and MNM could not win any 

seat in district panchayat ward polls. 
 The AIADMK emerged victorious in more than 200 panchayat union wards while 

its ally BJP won eight.  
 Further, PMK won 44 panchayat union wards, AMMK five and DMDK one.  
 Independent candidates won in more than 90 panchayat union wards. 
 The state election commission is yet to officially declare the results of polls and 

bypolls to the local bodies. 
 The elections, however, saw several nail-biting finishes in the polls to non-political 

posts.  

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–OCTOBER 14, 2021 
- 
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 Soundararajan emerged victorious as the president of Chengalaakurichi 
panchayat near Thirukurungudi in Tirunelveli district by just one vote.  

 In a similar incident, Maheshwari was elected as the president Kambaneri 
panchayat near Kadayanallur in Tenkasi district by a margin of three votes. 

 Eight members of an extended family were elected to the local bodies in a 
panchayat union and a panchayat in Sankarankoil in Tenkasi district.  

 Siblings from Jolarpet in Tirupattur district were elected as Kaveripattu village 
panchayat president and Jolarpet village panchayat ward member.  

 As a younger representative, 22-year-old R Sharukala, president of 
Vengadampatti panchayat in Kadayam Union, Tenkasi district, defeated her close 
contestant Revathi Muthu Vadivu, 42, the widow of three-time panchayat 
president Ganesan 

 The BE electronics and communication graduate was given a free seat for Master 
of Engineering in VLSI as a recognition of her leadership qualities as a student 
association representative.  

 
 

 On an opposite end, an 89-year-old candidate managed to defeat fellow 
competitors to become the president of Sivanthipatti panchayat in Palayamkottai 
union in Tirunelveli district.  

 S Perumathal secured 1,558 votes and beat her closest competition by 1,132 
votes. 

 After two of her sons, she is the third in the family to become head of the 
panchayat.  

 The family has been heading the panchayat for three decades.  
 
 On October 13, Chief minister M K Stalin - launched the web portal of the 

commissionerate of revenue administration, www.cra.tn.gov.in.  
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 The Chief Minister also relaunched monetisation of small gold ornaments offered 
by devotees to HR&CE temples. 

 The revenue department implements various welfare schemes, issues several 
certificates, including community, nativity and income, besides land record 
certificates.  

 The commissionerate of revenue administration’s exclusive website offers the 
details of social security schemes implemented by the government and the 
government orders.  

 The site offers links to online services of government initiatives and grievance 
redressal. 

 The chief minister also unveiled portals for sub-collectors and village 
administrative officers.  

 Another website, www.cra.tn.gov.in/vaotransfer provides transparency in transfers 
of village administrative officers without any delay. 

 The government will also melt gold ornaments donated to Samayapuram 
Mariamman Temple, Irukkankudai Mariamman Temple and Thiruverkadu 
Karumariamman Temple and convert into 24 carat gold bars.  

 They would be deposited in nationalised banks to generate revenue.  
 The interest fetched from it would be utilised to carry out work (thirupani) at 

temples.  
 Retired Supreme Court judge Justice D Raju and two retired high court judges 

Justices K Ravichandrabaabu and R Mala would oversee the entire process and 
the same would also be recorded. 

 

NATIONAL 
 On October 13, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - launched the PM GatiShakti, 

a 'National Master Plan' for multi-modal connectivity between the country’s 
economic zones 

 The initiative is a major effort to radically alter government functioning and change 
the perception of poor quality, more hurdles and higher costs when it comes to 
infrastructure projects. 

 It seeks to cut logistic costs, increase cargo handling capacity and reduce the 
turnaround time of the projects 

 The GatiShakti campaign aims to provide more speed (Gati) and power (Shakti) 
to all existing and planned projects by connecting all concerned ministries and 
departments on one centralized portal. 

 Sixteen central government departments, including Railways, Roads and 
Highways, Petroleum and Gas, Power, Telecom, Shipping, Aviation and others 
will be part of this initiative 

 The GatiShakti GIS-based initiative will use geo-mapping and real-time data in 
one centralised portal to ensure that key departments and states have visibility 
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over major projects being planned, especially the ones which have multi-sectoral 
and multi-regional reach. 

 During the launch, the PM urged the states to join the initiative and said private 
businesses will also benefit from the new system. 

 The aim of a tech-based platform that provides detailed ground-level information 
was to ensure elimination of duplication and incomplete planning and execution. 

 PM GatiShakti will help in synchronising the activities of each department, as well 
as of different layers of governance, in a holistic manner by ensuring coordination 

 Most of the mega projects under the $1.5-trillion National Infrastructure Pipeline 
will be monitored under GatiShakti so as to boost the goal of achieving a $5-trillion 
economy 

 GatiShakti will incorporate the infrastructure schemes of various Union ministries 
and state governments — Bharatmala, Sagarmala, UDAN, inland waterways, 
dry/land ports etc., so as to ensure quick completion of works with cost efficiency 

 

 
 

 The six pillars of ‘PM GatiShakti - National Master Plan’ include 
Comprehensiveness, Prioritisation, Optimisation, Synchronisation, Analytical and 
Dynamic. 

 The plan includes 11 industrial corridors, achieving a Rs 1.7 lakh crore turnover in 
defence production and having 38 electronics manufacturing clusters and 109 
pharma clusters by 2024-25. 

 The national master plan fixes targets up to 2024-25 for all infrastructure 
ministries. 

 On India’s 75th Independence Day, PM Narendra Modi announced that the 
Centre will launch ‘PM GatiShakti Master Plan’, a Rs. 100 lakh-crore project for 
developing ‘holistic infrastructure’. 

 In his speech, PM Modi pegged the project as a source of employment 
opportunities for the youth in future. 

 
 On October 12, the Union Cabinet - approved the proposal to affiliate 100 

new or existing schools in the Government and Private sector to the Sainik 
School Society, an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of Defence 
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 These schools will function as an exclusive vertical which will be distinct and 
different from existing Sainik Schools of Ministry of Defence. 

 In the first phase, 100 affiliate partners are proposed to be drawn from states, 
non-governmental organisations and private entities. 

 The move is likely to benefit about 5,000 students who are expected to gain 
admissions in Class VI in the 100 schools from the academic session 2022-23.  

 The existing 33 Sainik Schools have a capacity of approximately 3,000 students in 
class VI. 

 Sainik Schools train students in large numbers who went on to serve the armed 
forces over the years 

 In 2018, the National Defence Academy, known as the premier institution of 
military leadership inducted a total of 662 cadets of whom 147 (22.2%) were from 
Sainik Schools 

 Earlier, Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman in this year’s budget speech 
announced that India will set up 100 new Sainik schools in partnership with 
NGOs, private schools, and states. 

 In March this year, the government informed the Parliament that it was working on 
a new scheme to set up more Sainik Schools in the country in partnership with 
non-governmental organisations, private schools and state governments 

 
 On October 12, the Union Cabinet - approved the financial outlay of over ₹4 

lakh crore for two major programmes for urban areas to make cities cleaner, 
garbage-free and 100% access to clean drinking water in the next five years.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched both the programmes — Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Urban) 2.0 and AMRUT 2.0 — on October 1. 

 The Cabinet also approved the continuation of Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) till 
2025-26.  

 One of the main focus areas of the SBM(U) 2.0 will be the remediation of all 
legacy dumpsites to free up 14,000 acres of locked up land lying under 15 crore 
tonnes of legacy waste. 

 SMB 2.0 will focus on sustainability of open defecation free (ODF) outcomes, 
achieving scientific processing of solid waste and managing wastewater in cities 
with less than one lakh population.  

 The Cabinet has approved the financial outlay of approximately ₹1.42 lakh crore 
from 2021-22 to 2025-26 to SMB 2.0, which is 2.5 times more than the outlay 
made for the first phase of the mission.  

 The central share in the scheme will be only ₹36,465 crore. 
 One of the key features of the programme include complete liquid waste 

management in cities in less than one lakh population 
 In these cities, the Mission will ensure that systems and processes are set up so 

that all wastewater is safely contained, collected, transported and treated and no 
wastewater pollutes water bodies.  
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 It also targets 100% source segregation of waste along with functional material 
recovery facilities (MRFs) in every city, with a focus on phasing out single use 
plastic  

 The scheme also seeks to set up construction and demolition waste processing 
facilities and deployment of mechanical sweepers in National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP) cities and in cities with more than five lakh population 

 
 The government - has notified the new Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

(Amendment) Rules, 2021  
 The new Rules define eligibility criteria for termination of pregnancy up to 24 

weeks as against the previous upper limit of 20 weeks. 
 The eligible categories include survivors of sexual assault, rape or incest, minors, 

women with physical disabilities, mentally ill women including those suffering from 
mental retardation and situations where the foetal malformation has substantial 
risk of being incompatible with life.  

 This category also includes cases where it is assessed that if the child is born it 
may suffer from physical or mental abnormalities to be seriously handicapped.  

 The eligibility categorisation also includes cases of women with pregnancy in 
disaster or emergency situations as may be declared by the government. 

 The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act, 2021 came into force 
with effect from September 24.  

 The Act amends the 1971 Medical Termination of Pregnancy law which regulates 
the conditions under which medical termination of pregnancy are to be pursued. 

 
 On October 13, the government - scrapped basic customs duty on crude 

varieties of palm, soyabean and sunflower oil till March 2022 and also 
slashed agri-cess on these items  

 As a result, the retail prices of edible oils could now come down by Rs 10 to Rs 15 
per litre soon. 

 According to notifications issued by the finance ministry, the duty cuts will be 
effective from October 14 and will remain in force till March 31, 2022.  

 Post this reduction, the effective customs duty on crude varieties of palm, 
soyabean and sunflower oil will be 8.25% , 5.5% and 5.5% respectively. 

 Besides, the basic customs duty on refined varieties of sunflower, soyabean, 
palmolein and palm oil has been slashed to17.5% each from the current 32.5%.  

 According to the new notification, crude palm oil will now attract agri-infrastructure 
development cess (AIDC) of 7.5%, while the rate will be 5% for crude soyabean 
oil and crude sunflower oil.  

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 At 90 years, actor William Shatner – became the oldest person ever in space 

on October 13 
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 The Star Trek actor blasted off from Texas on a Blue Origin rocket, the space 
company owned by Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. 

 

 
 

 Shatner is best known for starring as Captain James Kirk of the starship 
Enterprise on the classic 1960s series “Star Trek” and seven films about fictional 
adventures in outer space.  

 Shatner starred in TV’s original Star Trek from 1966 to 1969 
 Blue Origin's rocket system is called New Shepard, named after the Mercury 

astronaut Alan Shepard who was the first American to go into space. 
 The 18-metre New Shepard rocket took the passengers just above the 

internationally-recognised boundary of space known as the Karman Line, 
reaching about 66 miles (106km) above Earth over the West Texas desert in the 
fully automated capsule 

 It marked the second space tourism flight for Blue Origin, billionaire US 
businessman Jeff Bezos's company founded two decades ago. 

 Jeff Bezos is a huge Star Trek fan, with the Amazon founder had acted as an 
‘alien’ in one of the later Star Trek movies 

 William Shatner rode free as his invited guest to the space voyage. 
 Two paying customers were on the flight, which included former NASA engineer 

Chris Boshuizen - who co-founded a satellite company, and clinical research 
entrepreneur Glen de Vries 

 The fourth astronaut on the flight was Blue Origin vice president and former NASA 
space station flight controller Audrey Powers. 

 The rocket reached 2,235mph (3,597kph) and the mission lasted 10 minutes and 
17 seconds. 

 Last week, the Russians launched an actor and a film director to the International 
Space Station for a movie-making project. 

 Virgin Galactic’s Richard Branson went into space in his own rocket ship in July, 
followed by Jeff Bezos nine days later on Blue Origin’s first flight with a crew.  

 Elon Musk’s SpaceX made its first private voyage in mid-September, though 
without Musk aboard. 
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DEFENCE 
 The second phase of Naval Exercise Malabar 21 – is being conducted in the 

Bay of Bengal from October 12 to 15, 2021 for a ‘free, open and inclusive’ 
Indo-Pacific region 

 

 
 

 India, the United States, Japan and Australia kicked off the second phase of this 
year’s Malabar naval drills 

 The exercise aims to build on the synergy, coordination and interoperability 
developed during the first phase held in August 

 The second phase focuses on advanced surface and anti-submarine warfare 
exercises, seamanship evolution and weapon firings 

 The navies of the Quad nations conducted the first phase of the drills near the 
Pacific Ocean island of Guam in the Philippines Sea from August 26 to 29. 

 It involved destroyers, frigates, corvettes, submarines, helicopters, long-range 
maritime patrol aircraft and elite special forces elements, including US Navy 
SEALs and Indian Navy’s marine commandos, also known as MARCOS. 

 The Indian Navy will participate in the second phase with INS Ranvijay, INS 
Satpura, P-8I long-range maritime patrol aircraft and a submarine 

 The US Navy will be represented by aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson, and two 
destroyers, USS Lake Champlain and USS Stockdale.  

 Japan Maritime Self Defence Force will be represented by JS Kaga and JS 
Murasame, while the Royal Australian Navy will be represented by HMAS Ballarat 
and HMAS Sirius. 

 The Malabar series of exercises began as an annual bilateral naval exercise 
between India and the US in 1992 

 Earlier, the Quad navies carried out drills in November 2020 in the Arabian Sea 
and the Bay of Bengal 

 So far, India has conducted tri-service drills with two other countries – the US and 
Russia. 

 India is also preparing to conduct its first tri-service exercise with the United 
Kingdom in the Arabian Sea in October 

 The Royal Navy will send a carrier strike group, led by HMS Queen Elizabeth, for 
the drills that will be conducted from October 21 to 27 
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RANKINGS 
 Tesla Inc’s co-founder Elon Musk – widens his lead as the richest person on 

Earth, through the surging valuation of Musk’s rocket company SpaceX.  
 

 
 

 His net worth is now $222 billion, while Amazon-.com Inc.’s Bezos is pegged at 
$190.8 billion, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. 

 Musk gets around three-quarters of his wealth from Tesla, which he co-founded in 
2003, after the sale of e-commerce site PayPal to eBay Inc. for $1.5 billion.  

 Earlier, Musk became world's richest person overtaking Jeff Bezos in September 
2021 

 Tesla, which is the world's most valuable carmaker, has a market cap of more 
than $792 billion 

 SpaceX is valued at $74 billion during the February 2021 funding round 
 Jeff Bezos is followed by Bernard Arnault, the chairman of Louis Vuitton (LVMH), 

Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg and Bill Gates 
 The Bloomberg Billionaires Index is a daily ranking of the world’s richest people. 

 

 


