EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–OCTOBER 10, 2021
TAMIL NADU
 On October 9, the Tamil Nadu government - constituted ‘Advisory council
for Future IT, Emerging and deep technologies’ under the chairmanship of
the state IT minister, T Mano Thangaraj

 The committee aims to integrate futuristic technologies such as Artificial
Intelligence (Al), blockchain, robotics and quantum computing for the development
of the state’s IT ecosystem.
 The 12-member council includes CEOs, academicians, tech veterans and experts
from the IT and start up ecosystem.
 It includes TCS Chief Operation Officer N G Subramaniam, director of IIT Madras
Bhaskar Ramamurthy, Infosys co-founder Kris Gopalakrishnan, and MD cum
CEO of SaaS firm Kissflow, Suresh Sambandam.
 Other members of the committee includes - founder of The Startup Centre Vijay
Anand; CEO of Matrimony.com Limited Murugavel Janakiraman; former chairman
and MD of ELCOT Madhavan Nambiar; VP of Nasscom Sector Skill Council
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Sandhya Chintala, director-IS at Expeditors Kewyn George, Information
Technology Secretary Neeraj Mittal and ELCOT MD Ajay Yadav
The council will act as a think-tank to suggest proactive policy changes so as to
benefit the state’s IT department from innovation and technology of the future
Among its other objectives, the council aims to support the state to develop an
IT/Emerging Technologies road map for long-term economic development of the
state.
While the IT exports of Tamil Nadu are currently around ₹50,000 crore,
neighbouring Karnataka is almost at 4 times this number with Bengaluru alone
contributing over 38% of India’s total IT exports.
The newly constituted committee has a term of one year, and will meet once in a
quarter and exchange ideas on problem areas where emerging technologies may
be able to provide sustainable solutions.
The council is set up as a result of a proposal mooted by the Electronics
Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited (ELCOT) and accepted by the state
government

 The state government - has set up five committees to inspect whether
effluents are let out by industrial units into River Cauvery and its tributaries
as part of sustained efforts to prevent river water pollution.
 This was stated by State minister for environment and climate change V
Meyyanathan
 The committees, formed on October 6, would inspect if untreated effluents are
being let out into the Cauvery river and its tributaries from industrial units
functioning at Erode, Kumarapalayam, Pallipalayam, Karur areas
 The government will also take advice from an expert committee of IIT and other
experts to prevent pollution of the river due to mixing of plastic, chemical and bio
waste.
 Recently, IIT Madras has conducted a study, which found presence of heavy
metals and high concentrations of pharmaceutically active compounds in River
Cauvery
 Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has also lifted samples from the stretch of
river from Mettur to Mayiladuthurai
 The study by IIT-M detected high concentrations of pharma compounds including
painkillers, caffeine and those used to treat heart blocks, high blood pressure,
depression and epilepsy, and heavy metals zinc, manganese, lead, chromium,
nickel, copper, aluminium, mercury, arsenic and cadmium in river Cauvery.

NATIONAL
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi – to unveil the country’s first ever National
Infrastructure Masterplan ‘GatiShakti’ on October 13, 2021
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 On India’s 75th Independence Day, PM Modi had announced that the Centre will
launch ‘PM Gati Shakti Master Plan’, a Rs 100 lakh-crore project for developing
‘holistic infrastructure’

 The initiative is aimed at improving connectivity to major industrial clusters across
the country and also to generate employment
 GatiShakti is a part of the National Master Plan that seeks to bring in holistic
planning and development across the country.
 Under the initiative, all economic zones and infrastructure development will be
depicted in a single integrated platform
 This promotes comprehensive and integrated multi-modal national networks of
transportation and logistics
 The objective of the initiative is to enhance ease of living, ease of doing business,
minimise disruption and expedite cost efficient competition of work.
 The National Master Plan will also aid concerned ministries, departments to
ensure last-mile connectivity for eco-zones in a defined timeframe
 Under the initiative, a GIS-based ERP system in collaboration with
Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space Applications and Geo-informatics is
also developed
 This will enable all stakeholders to ensure evidence-based decision making,
administration and effective monitoring of the Master Plan on a periodical real
time basis.
 Earlier, the government had announced the National Infrastructure Pipeline
targetting Rs 111 lakh crore of investment which will be supplemented by the
National Monetisation Plan to the tune of about Rs 6 lakh crore.
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi - will virtually launch the Indian Space
Association (ISpA) on October 11, 2021
 Indian Space Association (ISpA) is the premier industry association of space and
satellite companies, representing the Indian space sector
 During the event, the PM will also interact with representatives of the space
industry on this occasion.
 The ISpA will undertake policy decisions and engage with all stakeholders in the
Indian space domain, including the government and its agencies.
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 The ISpA is represented by leading Indian and global corporations with advanced
capabilities in space and satellite technologies.
 Its founding members include Larson & Toubro, Nelco (Tata Group), OneWeb,
Bharti Airtel, Mapmyindia, Walchandnagar Industries and Ananth Technology
Limited.
 Other core members include Godrej, Hughes India, Azista-BST Aerospace Private
Limited, BEL, Centum Electronics and Maxar India.
 Lt Gen Anil Bhatt (Retd) is the Director General of the new body which will work to
promote industry interests and business opportunities globally.
 Anil Bhatt previously served as the Director General of military operations.
 Indian space industry comprise of more than 500 private suppliers and other
various bodies from Department of Space.
 It has accounted for $7 billion in 2019, representing 2% of the world’s space
industry.

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 On October 7, India - officially joined the ‘High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for
Nature and People’ at a ceremony held between the French and Indian
governments
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 The Coalition is a group of more than 70 countries aiming towards achieving the
global goal to protect at least 30% of the world's land and ocean by 2030 (30x30)
 India is the first of the BRICS bloc of major emerging economies (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa) to join the HAC.
 European, Latin American, Africa and Asia countries are among the other
members of the initiative
 India's announcement comes in the lead up to a high-level biodiversity meeting in
China from October 11 to 15
 India’s goal to join the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People was initiated
in January 2021 in Paris at the “One Planet Summit”.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - has released the Multilingual
Dementia Research and Assessment (MUDRA) Toolbox in five Indian
languages - Hindi, Bengali, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam.

 The toolbox includes various cognitive tests to assess different domains of
cognition such as attention and executive function, memory, language, and visuospatial functions
 The tool includes a five-minute cognitive screening instrument for the clinics, and
a detailed version for more in-depth clinical testing or for research.
 The ICMR has decided to make this tool freely accessible to professionals and
researchers across the country.
 MUDRA Toolbox is a project led by the ICMR Neuro-Cognitive Tool Box (ICMRNCTB) partnership to improve dementia and mild cognitive impairment research
and therapeutic practices in India
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 It is a collective effort by seven leading centres in India NIMHANS (Bengaluru),
AIIMS (New Delhi), SCTIMST (Thiruvananthapuram), NIMS (Hyderabad), Apollo
Hospital (Kolkata), Manipal Hospital (Bengaluru) and Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
College
 Dementia is a neurological illness that affects a person's ability to perform
activities of daily living and creates a loss in memory
 India has over 5.29 million persons living with dementia, according to the
Alzheimer's and Related Disorders Society of India (ARDSIDementia).
 By 2030, the number of dementia patients is predicted to reach 7.61 million

DEFENCE

 The Phase-II of the top-notch Malabar naval exercise – to take place from
October 12 to 15 in the Bay of Bengal
 The exercise will feature high-voltage military manoeuvres with warships, fighters,
aircraft and helicopters of the Quad nations of India, the US, Australia and Japan
coming together
 This phase will be even bigger than the first one conducted off Guam in the
Western Pacific in end-August
 For this phase, the US has deployed over 1,00,000-ton Nimitzclass super aircraft
carrier, the USS Carl Vinson with its 90 fighters and aircraft

SPORTS
 Indian shooters Anish Bhanwala, Adarsh SIngh and Vijayveer Sidhu combined to win the gold medal in the men’s 25m rapid fire pistol team
event on October 8

 With this, India ended the ISSF Junior World Championship on top of the
standings at Lima, Peru.
 The Indian trio finished ahead of their German counterparts Fabian Otto, Felix
Luca Hollfoth and Tobias Gsoell in the gold medal contest.
 India’s Manvi Soni bagged the junior double trap gold medal ahead of compatriot
Yeshaya Hafiz Contractor
 The bronze was won by Hitasha in an event that only featured Indians.
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 Vinay Pratap Singh Chandrawat claimed the gold medal men’s double trap event,
while the silver went to Sehajpreet Singh and the bronze to Mayank Shokeen
 Earlier, Ayushi Podder and Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar won the silver in the
50m rifle 3 positions mixed team event to continue India’s dominance in the
tournament.

INTERNATIONAL DAY
 World Mental Health Day – October 10

 It is aimed at spreading awareness about the importance of mental health and
how one should never neglect the mental health issues
 The Day was first celebrated as World Mental Health Day in 1992 by the World
Federation of Mental Health.
 It was the Deputy Secretary General Richard Hunter whose relentless efforts led
to the observance of the Day
 The day is observed every year with a special theme since 1994, when it was held
under the theme of “Improving the Quality of Mental Health Services throughout
the World”, as suggested by the Secretary General Eugene Brody.
 Theme 2021 - “Mental Health in an Unequal World.”
 World Mental Health Day is a global initiative supported by World Federation for
Mental Health, World Health Organization, and member organizations of WFMH.
 On the eve of the day, Union health minister Mansukh Mandaviya called for an
end to stigma associated with mental illness, urging people to show their support
for the cause by wearing a green ribbon to create awareness about the issue.
 Globally, green ribbon is used as a symbol of mental health awareness.
 On October 8, Mandaviya launched a ‘Green Ribbon initiative’ to actively address
the issue of mental health in the country.
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