EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–SEpTEmbER 22,2021
-

TAMIL NADU

 The Kovalam beach in Chennai and Eden beach in Puducherry - have been
awarded the prestigious “Blue Flag’’ certification
 With this, India have 10 beaches with the coveted international eco-level tag that
is given to clean and well-managed beaches as per globally recognised standards
 Eden Beach of Puducherry becomes the first beach in the Union Territory to get
the coveted eco label
 Further, 8 more beaches, which have got the tag in 2020, have been recertified
 The eight Indian beaches, which had been recertified, are Shivrajpur (Dwarka,
Gujarat), Ghoghla (Diu), Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka), Kappad (Kerala),
Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh), Golden Beach (Puri, Odisha) and Radhanagar
(Andaman & Nicobar Islands).

 While presenting the revised Budget for 2021-22, the Tamil Nadu government
announced that steps will be taken to obtain the prestigious Blue Flag Certification
for 10 Beaches in the next five years with the support of local bodies
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 Tamil Nadu government had promised to spend Rs.100 crore over the next five
years to get ‘Blue Flag’ certification for beaches in the state to promote ecotourism.

 Earlier, the government said that Kovalam Beach in Chengalpattu District has
been chosen to develop, as per the principles of the Blue Flag Beach Programme
in Tamil Nadu, as a pilot project as it meets the water quality and safety criteria as
per the Blue Flag Standards.
 The certification recognises clean, safe and environment-friendly beaches and
marinas.
 In order to qualify for the tag, 33 stringent criteria relating to environment, water
quality, educational, safety, services and accessibility standards must be met by
the beaches.
 The certification is awarded by the Denmark-based non-profit Foundation for
Environmental Education
 It is awarded annually to beaches and marinas in FEE member countries.
 The Tamil Nadu government - has constituted a four-member special task
force (STF) to expedite identification and distribution of land to beneficiaries
of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin) scheme
 As per the government, the beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(Gramin) in Tamil Nadu are expected to receive land in the next two months.
 The programme was time-bound and implemented with a goal of ‘housing for all
by 2022’
 Following recommendation from the Union ministry, the state government had
formed the STF now.
 Principal secretary of the revenue and disaster management department would
head the task force as its chairperson
 Principal secretary of rural development and panchayat raj would act as the vicechairperson of the task force
 Commissioner of land administration and director of rural development and
panchayat raj would be member and convener.
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 On September 21, chief minister M K Stalin handed over benefits under welfare
schemes to the tune of Rs. 1,597 crore, including houses constructed under the
PMAY (G), to 12,093 beneficiaries.
 These schemes were implemented by the rural development and panchayat raj
department.
 The Tamil Nadu government - has activated the MSME Trade and Investment
Promotion Bureau (MTIPB)
 Despite being launched in 2018, M-TIPB remained non-functional due to varied
reasons
 M-TIPB was set up to give specialized services to MSMEs as Guidance does for
large industries in Tamil Nadu.
 After activation, M-TIPB will sign export facilitation MoUs with 10 MSME export
projects for Rs. 240 crore.
 It will also sign an MoU with Flipkart – Walmart to train 2,000 MSMEs to become
exporters
 The Export Manual prepared for MSME exporters will be released on September
22.
 M-TIPB will also work towards tying up with overseas organizations like Kotra in
South Korea and Jetro in Japan among others to identify new and emerging
opportunities for exports.
 M-TIPB will encourage formation of new agro and food processing units in various
regions across the state
 It has to be recalled that the state government recently announced an Agro
Industrial Corridor across five districts, including Trichy, Thanjavur, Myladuthurai,
Thiruvarur and Nagapattinam
 M-TIPB will take steps to improve industrial infrastructure, formation of new
industrial estates and improving access to markets and ports through robust
transportation facilities.
 Further, M-TIPB has also tied up with Facebook to help sell products made by
artisans in focused overseas markets.
 Greater Chennai Corporation – has decided to call tenders for intelligent
traffic management system project this month
 Proposed for Chennai city in 2016, the project has been envisaged to reduce
congestion and improve traffic safety
 The civic body will install systems that use CCTV cameras and other technology
to detect red light violations and speed limit violations among others around traffic
signals in Chennai.
 A Rs. 276 crore command and control centre would be set up to monitor these
systems.
 Once tendered, work is expected to start in January 2022 and the project is likely
to be completed in three years.
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 The adaptive traffic signal control system (ATCS) will be set up at 165 junctions in
the first phase and expand to 332 more junctions in the second phase.
 Similar projects are coming up at Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Bhuvaneshwar, and
Surat.
 The red light violation detection (RLVD) systems at 50 places will pick up the car
registration number with the automatic number plate detection cameras (ANPR)
and send the photographs to the command centre to generate the e-challan.
 Speed limit violation detection (SLVD) systems set up at 10 locations will track the
vehicles’ speed and alert the command centre if vehicles travel beyond the
permissible speed limits.

STATES
 The Government of Chhattisgarh - signed MoU with Indian Institute of Millet
Research, Hyderabad in the presence of Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel to
launch the ‘Millet Mission’ in the state

 The Mission has been launched with an objective to increase the production of
Kodo, Kutki and Ragi in 14 districts of the state
 As per provisions of MoU, IIMR will provide technical information, high quality
seeds to the farmers of Chhattisgarh and provide help and training in setting up
seed banks.
 Meanwhile, the state government will take care of input assistance, procurement
on support price, processing and marketing through its special initiatives

INTERNATIONAL
 Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau - retained power for a third term,
after his main rival and Conservative leader Erin O'Toole conceded defeat
 However, Trudeau's Liberal Party fell short of winning the absolute majority.
 The Liberal victory is a historic milestone for Trudeau, marking only the eighth
time a Canadian leader has won three successive elections.
 Seventeen Indo-Canadians, including NDP leader Jagmeet Singh, won the
elections on September 21.
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 All three desi ministers — Harjit Sajjan, Anita Anand and Bardish Chagger — in
the dissolved cabinet emerged victorious.
 A party needs to win 170 seats to hold a majority in the House of Commons,
which has a total of 338 seats.
 Liberals were leading in 156 electoral districts nationally, while the Conservatives
led in 121 districts
 In the 2019 general elections, Justin Trudeau’s Liberals had won 157 seats while
the Conservatives had secured 121
 Trudeau, 49, a charismatic progressive and son of former Liberal Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau, swept to power in 2015
 The Liberals have been in power since 2015, when they took over from the
Conservative government of Stephen Harper, with a majority government.
 But the Liberals dropped to a minority in 2019 after Trudeau was damaged in part
by disclosures that he had worn blackface years ago.
 In the two years since Trudeau lost his majority in 2019, the Canadian currency
has been the second-worst performer among G-10 currencies against the U.S.
dollar

APPOINTMENTS
 Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari - will be the next chief of the Indian Air
Force
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 He will replace the incumbent, Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria, who retires on
September 30, 2021
 An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Air Marshal Chaudhari is serving
as Vice Chief of the Air Staff from July 1, 2021
 Chaudhari is a fighter pilot and top instructor with wide experience in key
appointments of over almost 39 years
 Commissioned in the IAF fighter stream in December 1982, Chaudhari has a
flying experience on a wide variety of fighters and aircraft.
 He has a flying experience of more than 3,800 hours, including operational flying
on MiG-21, MiG-23 MF, MiG 29 and Su-30 MKI fighter jets.
 He was the commanding officer of a frontline fighter squadron and has also
commanded a frontline fighter base.
 He commanded the critical Western Air Command (WAC), which stretches from
Bikaner to Ladakh, from August 2020 to July this year amidst the ongoing military
confrontation with China.
 He was earlier also the second-in-command of the Eastern Air Command (EAC)
at Shillong, which again oversees the Line of Actual Control with China
 Chaudhari has also handled the entire modernization of the force in a previous
appointment as the deputy IAF chief.
 Decorated with Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and Vayu
Sena Medal, the Air Officer has held various command, staff and instructional
appointments at various levels
 Air Marshal Chaudhari will have three-year tenure till September 2024 as the IAF
chief.
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