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TAMIL NADU
 On September 1, Chief Minister M K Stalin - announced that Tamil Nadu 

Slum Clearance Board will henceforth be known as Tamil Nadu Urban 
Habitat Development Board

 The renaming of the board was being done since the aim is to uplift the livelihood 
of the people living in huts and raise their standard of living

 The board was formed by former chief minister Kalaignar M Karunanidhi during 
his first tenure in Fort St George in 1970 in order to improve the lives of the 
financially deprived people

 The slum clearance board is planning to construct 9.53 lakh tenements and 
individual houses under ‘Housing for All’ scheme for the urban slum/poor families 
before 2030

 Greater Chennai Corporation - has proposed to set up a ‘sponge park’ with 
artificial pond and rain gardens at the Kargil Nagar flood water pumping 
station in Manali zone

 The park aims to improve the groundwater table and prevent flooding in Chennai
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 The project is planned to be launched under the Integrated Stormwater Project in 
Kosasthalaiyar Basin

 It seeks to replicate Tanner Park in Portland, US, where storm water drain run-off 
is stored in ponds. 

 Greater Chennai Corporation has asked Netherlands-based consultant Royal 
HaskoningDHV to prepare the detailed project report. 

 The current proposal involves the construction of a permanent pond that can act 
as a park during the dry months along with a rain garden, a wetland and storage 
pond having several layers to filter water and store water run-off. 

 Rain gardens are shallow depressions with native plants and grasses, 
strategically located to capture runoff from hard surfaces such as a driveway, 
parking area, sidewalk or streets. 

 Once water collects in a rain garden, infiltration may take up to 48 hours and such 
gardens incorporate native vegetation without the necessity of any fertilizer. 

 After the first year, maintenance is usually minimal for these parks
 A similar concept linked to storm water drain network was earlier implemented at 

Vadapalani temple tank, which reduced water stagnation on roads. 

STATES
 The snow leopard - has been declared the state animal of the Union 

Territory of Ladakh 
 The black-necked crane has been named the state bird of the Union Territory. 

 In India, eastern Ladakh is the only known breeding ground for black-necked 
cranes outside China. 

 Snow leopards are found in J&K, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim 
and Arunachal Pradesh and their estimated population in the country is between 
450-500.

 The black-necked crane (Grus nicricollis) is listed as “near-threatened” on the 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, while the snow leopard (Panther unica) is 
named under “vulnerable” category.
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 Before the reorganization of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir into the 
UTs of J&K and Ladakh in August 2019, the black-necked crane and the Kashmir 
stag (hangul) were the state bird and animal, respectively. 

 Since Kashmiri stags are not found in Ladakh, it was necessary to choose a new 
state animal and bird.

 The state of Uttarakhand – has decided to deploy women as Gypsy drivers 
and nature guides across all tiger reserves and wildlife sanctuaries. 

 Until now, only men were employed in these wildlife tourism activities.
 In March, the state government had announced that women Gypsy drivers — 

referred to as pilots — and nature guides would be appointed at Corbett Tiger 
Reserve after training them.

 Nearly 50 women are being trained now and placed at the two tiger reserves — 
Rajaji Tiger Reserve and Corbett — and six sanctuaries in the state which has 
high populations of tigers, leopards and elephants. 

 The first batch of 21 women is currently undergoing training in Dehradun.
 This would be the first time that women would take up the job of Gypsy pilots and 

nature guides “in all tiger reserves and sanctuaries in a state”.
 Notably, two tiger reserves in Madhya Pradesh — Kanha Tiger Reserve-National 

Park and the Pench Tiger Reserve-National Park — have women guides who 
accompany tourists to core tiger-inhabited areas. 

NATIONAL
 India - is the most polluted country in the world, with more than 480 million 

people or about 40% of its population exposed to pollution
 This was revealed in the annual Air Quality Life Index report from the University of 

Chicago released on September 1
 The study by the Energy Policy Institute of the University focused on how longer a 

person can live if they breathe clean air.
 Northern India has the most extreme levels of air pollution in the world
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 Residents of northern India are on set to lose more than 9 years of life expectancy 
if pollution levels of that of 2019 persist in the region

 More than 480 million people living in the Indo-Gangetic plains in the north, 
including the capital, New Delhi, regularly breathe pollution levels that exceed 
those found in Europe and North America by an order of magnitude

 Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan account for nearly a quarter of the global 
population and consistently rank among the top five most polluted countries in the 
world

 In Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh,  an average person is now losing an 
additional 2.5 to 2.9 years of life expectancy due to pollution

 Delhi is the most impacted state in the entire country, with the average person 
losing 9.7 years of life as compared to average life expectancy if WHO standards 
were being met

 Uttar Pradesh is the second ranked state with an average person losing 9.5 years 
of life, as per the study

 UP has the most polluted cities, with the PM 2.5 concentration in Allahabad and 
Lucknow 12 times higher than the WHO guidelines

 If Delhi was able to bring down pollution to the national standards, its residents 
would still lose seven years of their life. 

 The annual average for PM 2.5 is 40 micrograms per cubic metre. 
 The study analysed air pollution data from 1998 until 2019
 In 2019, India’s average particulate matter concentration was 70.3 μg/m3 — the 

highest in the world and 7 times the WHO’s guideline of 10 μg/m3 .
 India launched National Clean Air Program (NCAP) in 2019 to bring a reduction in 

dangerous pollution levels
 It aims to reduce pollution in the 102 worst-affected cities by 20% to 30% by 2024 

by reducing industrial emissions, vehicular exhaust and dust pollution
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OBITUARY
 Kashmiri separatist leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani (92 years) - died in his 

home in Srinagar on September 1

 Geelani, a pro Pakistani politician, had been ailing for years and had been under 
house arrest for the last 12 years after leading several anti-India protests

 On June 30 2020, Geelani quit his hard line Hurriyat Conference faction, saying 
that it had failed to counter New Delhi's efforts to tighten its grip over Kashmir.

 An ardent supporter of armed struggle for resolution of the Kashmir issue, Geelani 
was among the seven executive members of the Hurriyat Conference when it was 
formed in 1993

 In 2004, Geelani also parted ways from Jamat-e-Islami when it distanced itself 
from militancy, and formed his own political outfit, Tehreek-e-Hurriyat

 Syed Ali Shah Geelani was elected to the Jammu and Kashmir assembly from the 
Sopore constituency in 1972, 1977 and in 1987

 Last year, the Pakistan government awarded him with Nishan-e-Pakistan, the 
highest civilian honour of the country.

SPORTS
 Professional football club, Odisha FC - have signed a three-year 

international club partnership with English Premier League side, Watford FC
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 The move is aimed at training the state juniors, seniors and women’s teams.
 Earlier, Odisha had appointed Spain’s World Cup-winner David Villa as the head 

of global football operations
 According to the partnership, Odisha could potentially have their pre-season next 

year in Watford.
 Some of the Premier League side’s players could also play in the ISL on loan, 

while the club intends to send several youth players to train at the Watford 
academy. 

 According to the partnership, coaches from Watford FC will help Odisha FC set up 
youth systems and players from Odisha FC’s Elite Youth team will get an 
opportunity to train with Watford’s first team and/or academy team.

 Odisha are the third Indian club to tie-up with EPL sides after East Bengal 
(Leicester City) and DSK Shivajians (Liverpool).


