EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–SEPTEMBER 19,2021
-

TAMIL NADU

 Ravindra Narayan Ravi - was sworn in as the 26th governor of Tamil Nadu
on September 18

 Chief Justice of the Madras HC, Sanjib Banerjee, administered the oath of office
to him at a ceremony at the Raj Bhavan, Chennai
 During the swearing-in event that lasted for 10 minutes, chief secretary V Irai
Anbu read out ‘Warrant of Appointment’ signed by President Ram Nath Kovind on
September 9.
 Chief Minister M K Stalin, opposition leader Edappadi K Palaniswami, Union
minister L Murugan, ministers, judges, MPs, MLAs and bureaucrats took part in
the event
 Former governors M M Rajendran (Odisha) E S L Narasimhan (Telangana), P
Sathasivam (Kerala), M K Narayanan (West Bengal) and RSS ideologue S
Gurumurthy were among the special invitees during the occasion.
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 RN Ravi, who was previously the governor of Nagaland, succeeds Banwarilal
Purohit who was appointed as the governor of Punjab and the administrator of the
Union territory of Chandigarh
 President Ram Nath Kovind had last week appointed Ravi, a former IPS officer,
as the governor of the state.
 He was appointed as the Centre’s Interlocutor for the Naga peace talks with the
National Socialist Council of Nagalim (NSCN-Isak-Muivah) on August 29, 2014, a
responsibility he continues to discharge.
 Born at Patna in Bihar, Ravi, joined the Indian Police Service in 1976 after a brief
stint in journalism.
 He served in Kerala in various capacities for over a decade and then in different
parts of the country in various capacities and was also deputed with the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
 After retirement from government service in 2012, he was appointed as Chairman,
Joint Intelligence Committee in the Prime Minister’s Office.
 He was appointed as Deputy National Security Advisor in October 2018 and
served as the Governor of Nagaland from August 1, 2019 to September 15, 2021.
 Two Tamil writers — TES Raghavan and K Chellappan — have been chosen
for the Sahitya Akademi prize for translation for the year 2020.
 Marathi writer Sonali Navangul has been chosen for this prize for translating the
Tamil novel Irandam Jaamankalin Kathai, written by poet Salma, into Marathi.
 Chief Minister MK Stalin has congratulated all the three writers who have won the
prize.
 TES Raghavan has been chosen for this prize for translating Thirukkural into
Hindi.
 K Chellappan has been chosen for translating Gora, a novel in Bengali, authored
by Rabindranath Tagore, into Tamil.
 The award carries prize money of Rs. 50,000 and a copper plaque and it will be
presented to the translators at a special function to be held later this year.
 Tamil Nadu State Child Protection Academy (TNSCPA) – conducted its first
workshop on effective implementation of state action plan and standard
operating procedures on September 15
 TNSCPA is a joint initiative by the department of social defence, UNICEF,
Chennai, and state resource centre
 The workshop was held for assistant commissioners and inspectors of labour
department.
 The academy, announced by the minister for social welfare in the assembly on
September 1, was launched recently.
 The academy is a first-of-its-kind institution formed to strengthen the government
workforce in various departments dealing with child protection.
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 The action plan of the government is that, Tamil Nadu’s workforce must be free of
children below14 years and its hazardous workforce be free of adolescent labour
(15-18 years) by the year 2025
 The academy would help train government staff to deal with various child-related
issues such as drug abuse, dropouts, child labour etc.
 The academy is the first one in the country to educate the workforce, functioning
in coordination with other departments, on various laws and schemes of the
governments.
 India’s largest public radio broadcaster, All India Radio (AIR) - has decided
to convert four ‘primary channel stations’ in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
radio station to ‘relay stations’ from October 3
 Henceforth, these five stations will relay programmes produced mostly by the
Chennai AIR station without airing any local related and produced content.
 In this regard, a meeting was held in Chennai recently to draw a common fixedpoint chart (FPC) for the six primary channel stations of Chennai, Madurai,
Coimbatore, Trichy, and Tirunelveli districts in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
station.
 Local relay stations such as Nallampalli in Dharmapuri district and Yercaud in
Salem district, Nagercoil in Kanyakumari district, and Karaikal in Puducherry will
have the option to join the state network depending on their requirement.

STATES
 On September 18, Punjab chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh –
submitted his resignation along with his entire council of ministers

 The two-time chief minister stepped down with a one-line resignation letter to the
governor Banwarilal Purohit, just about six months before assembly elections are
due.
 The governor asked Amarinder to continue in office for transaction of routine
business till alternative arrangements were made
 With this, Amarinder became the first Punjab chief minister not to complete his
five-year term since 1997.
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 Since 1997, Badal served three full terms as Punjab chief minister till 2017 with
Captain Amarinder Singh serving as CM from 2002-07.
 Amarinder is only the second Congress leader to complete a full term as Punjab
chief minister
 He remains the only Punjab chief minister from the Congress to win two assembly
elections since the formation of Punjab in 1966.

NATIONAL
 The first of the two-part CBSE board exams for Classes X and XII – is
scheduled to begin from mid-November.
 The dates of the Term 1 exams will be announced by mid-October.

 The 90-minute Term 1 exam papers will be conducted with multiple-choice optical
mark recognition (MCQOMR) question sheets.
 The CBSE had earlier decided to split the board exams into two parts — Term 1
and Term 2.
 According to CBSE, a student’s final score would be calculated on the basis of
his/her performance in both terms.
 As per the new scheme, Term1 will be an objective type exam while Term 2 will
be subjective and have practical components.
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 In July, the Board had announced an overhaul of the assessment system and
issued detailed guidelines for the pandemic-hit 2021-22 academic session.
 The Term 1 exams in normal times are scheduled between October and
November.
 Similarly, the Term 2 exams are normally held between February and March.
 However, due to the pandemic situation, they will be conducted between March
and April 2022.
 The Union Ministry of Law and Justice - has launched a Pan-India Special
Campaign for Justice delivery at doorstep on September 17

 Launched in association with the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA), the
campaign called “Ek Pahal Drive” seeks to provide legal aid and justice for every
citizen.
 The drive will take place across the country from 17th September till 2nd October
to encourage mass registration under the medium of ‘Tele-Law’
 The medium of Tele Law effectively provides pre-litigation advice/consultation to
beneficiaries by Panel Lawyers
 The Tele Law network comprises 51,434 Common Service Centres in 50,000
Gram Panchayats in 633 districts across 34 States and UTs.
 The highlights of this campaign include deployment of 185 Mobile Vans and other
vehicles to show-case films and documentaries on the Access to Justice
programme
 The campaign also gives pre-litigation / legal advice to common citizens with the
help of 37,000 Panel Lawyers and Para-Legal Volunteers besides holding
awareness programmes at the village level on legal aid in 672 districts across the
country.
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 Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw – launched the Rail Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) skill training programme of Indian Railways across 75
locations on September 17, 2021

 Under the mission, training will be conducted in four trades such as electrician,
welder, machinist and fitter for around 50,000 youths in the age group of 18 to 35
years over the next three years
 The participants shall be provided 100 hours of training in 75 Railway Training
Institutes.
 The Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana (RKVY) will contribute to the mission towards
Atmanirbhar Bharat and is also a part of the series of initiatives in the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav
 The curriculum for the programme has been developed by Banaras Locomotive
Works (BLW)
 The BLW is the nodal production unit for this scheme, which will also standardise
assessments and maintain centralised database of participants
 The scheme is being launched for 1,000 participants initially, who will be awarded
certificate in the allotted trade by Railways/ National Rail & Transportation Institute
on conclusion of the programme
 India’s largest licensed NFT platform ‘Colexion’ – was recently launched for
public purchase, trade and interactive activities of NFTs
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 Colexion is a NFT platform for Sports, Entertainment & Art, wherein users will be
able to buy, sell and trade NFTs of their favorite players
 Colexion, an NFT and community platform, will feature NFT collections of global
stars
 The users will obtain ownership of the unique NFT collectible through purchase on
the platform or trading on the Colexion marketplace.
 Each Non Fungible Token (NFT) collectible has a unique record on the
blockchain.
 Colexion will feature stars from various fields like sports, entertainment, art, and
other industries celebrities

INTERNATIONAL
 Russia – to film the first full-length, fictional movie in space early next
month
 The movie titled, “The Challenge,” tells the story of a female doctor launched on
short notice to the International Space Station to save the life of a cosmonaut.
 In this regard, a commission of medical and safety experts approved a plan for an
actor and a director to blast off to space
 Earlier, NASA also announced plans by Tom Cruise to film on the ISS last year.
 Yulia Peresild, who is on track to become the first actor in space, is undergoing
training along with cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov.

 Peresild and Klim Shipenko, director on the primary crew, plan to fly up and back
in a Soyuz capsule and spend 10 days filming in the Russian segment of the
International Space Station (ISS)
 Anton Shkaplerov, a cosmonaut, will pilot the three-seat Soyuz spaceship on
October 5.
 The United Kingdom - will become the first country to pass a legislation that
will make electric vehicle chargers mandatory for newly-built homes and
workplaces.
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 The British government has decided to introduce new legislation this year for
smart charging devices in new homes and offices
 The law is expected to be implemented from next year.
 New office blocks will be required to install charging points after every five parking
spaces.
 This proposal is part of the larger plan, where the UK wants to ban combustion
engines latest by 2030
 In addition to this, the UK government launched a free app called the ‘EV8 Switch’
on the World EV Day that will calculate the savings for UK drivers by switching to
an electric vehicle compared to fossil fuel-powered vehicles.

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 India and the United States of America (USA) - launched the “Climate Action
and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)” recently to enhance bilateral
cooperation on climate and environment

 Bhupender Yadav, the Union Cabinet Minister for Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change along with US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate Change
John Kerry launched the initiative
 This dialogue was launched under India-US Climate and Clean Energy Agenda
2030 Partnership
 President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the US-India
Agenda 2030 Partnership at the Leaders Summit on Climate in April 2021.
 John Kerry, the US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate Change, was in India
from September 12 to 14
 The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)'s
26th Conference of the Parties (COP26) will be held in Glasgow, United Kingdom,
from October 31 to November 12, 2021.
 The COP26 summit will bring parties together to accelerate action towards the
goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC).
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PERSONALITIES
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
and Serum Institute of India CEO Adar Poonawalla - have been named
among the world’s ‘100 most influential people of 2021’ by TIME magazine

 The global list includes US President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris,
Chinese President Xi Jinping, Duke and Duchess of Sussex Prince Harry and
Meghan, former US president Donald Trump and co-founder of the Taliban Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar.
 Japanese tennis player Naomi Osaka, American football quarterback Tom Brady,
pop star Britney Spears, singer-songwriter Dolly Parton, fashion designer Aurora
James, actors Kate Winslet, Jason Sudeikis, Scarlett Johansson and Omar Sy
also made the list, among others
 The profile of PM Modi, as per TIME magazine, says that in its 74 years as an
independent nation, India has had three pivotal leaders – Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and PM Modi.
 The profile of PM Narendra Modi has been written by CNN journalist Fareed
Zakaria
 Journalist Barkha Dutt has written the profile of West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee, while the profile of SII CEO Adar Poonawalla has been written by
Abhishyant Kidangoor, a producer with Time Magazine.
 Adar Poonawalla features in the ‘Pioneers’ section of the Time Magazine list.
 Baradar was recently named deputy prime minister in the interim Taliban
government.
 Taliban founder Mullah Omar, too, featured on Time Magazine’s cover in 2001.
 The Time magazine 100 most influential people list is divided into 6 major
categories, Pioneer, Artist, Leader, Icon, Titan, and Innovator.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 The board of Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Center (INSPACe) – to have faculty members from IISc, IIT-Madras and the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
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 It will also comprise of senior executives from the industry and representatives
from the Department of Space (DoS).
 IN-SPACe is the newly formed nodal agency to promote and regulate private
enterprises in the space sector
 Industry representatives on the board includes Jayanth Patil, senior executive
vicepresident of L&T defence business; R Madhavan, CMD, defence PSU HAL;
the CEO of BrahMos Aerospace.
 While Patil is named a member, the other two are ex-officio members.
 This is aside from chairman-designate Pawan Goenka.
 In the future, IN-SPACe will have its own directorates for technical, legal, safety &
security, monitoring as well as activities promotion within the DoS.
 While the Union Cabinet cleared the establishment of the agency in 2020, the
clearance for the formation of the IN-SPACe board only came on September 7.
 Representatives from the academia include Shailesh Nayak, director, National
Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS); Jagadeesh Kumar, vice-chancellor, JNU;
Joseph Mathew, head (aerospace), IISc; Preeti Aghalayam, IIT-Madras and
Tejpal Singh, director general, Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space Applications
and Geoinformatics (BISAG-N), of the Gujarat government.
 Additional secretary at DoS R Umamaheshwaran, who was heading the interim
committee of IN-SPACe, will be another ex-officio member.
 Umamaheshwaran and A Rajarajan, director, Satish Dhawan Space Centre, have
been named members of the board.
 For the first time in the history of space tourism, Elon Musk's American
Aerospace Company, SpaceX - launched the Inspiration4 mission on
September 16

 The crew comprised four civilian amateurs (two contest winners, a healthcare
worker and their rich sponsor) without any professional astronauts
 The Falcon 9 rocket took off from the Kennedy Space Center pad which was used
by the company’s three previous astronaut flights for NASA and from where the
Apollo 11 mission once took off for the Moon.
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 This time the Dragon capsule travelled to an altitude of 357 miles (575
kilometers), just beyond the Hubble Space Telescope.
 The trip is being sponsored by Jared Isaacman, a 38-year-old billionaire and a
philanthropist with pilot training.
 He is the founder and chief executive officer (CEO) of payment processor Shift4
Payments Inc, and also the mission commander of the spaceflight
 He is the third billionaire to be launched this summer, followed by the brief spaceskimming flights by Virgin Galactic’s Richard Branson and Blue Origin’s Jeff
Bezos in July 2021
 Hayley Arceneaux, 29, is a childhood cancer survivor who works as a physician
assistant at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee where
she was treated earlier.
 Arceneaux is the first person in space with a prosthesis, a titanium rod in her left
leg.
 Also, she will become the youngest American in space.
 Chris Sembroski, 42, a data engineer in Everett, Washington, and Sian Proctor,
51, a community college educator in Tempe, Arizona filled the other two spots
through a competition
 Early next year, SpaceX is planning its next private trip where a retired NASA
astronaut will escort three wealthy businessmen to the space station for a
weeklong visit.

DEFENCE
 The Indian Air Force - has signed a Rs.230-crore deal with France to acquire
24 airframes and equipment of old Mirage-2000 jets.
 The airframes will mainly be used to cannibalise spares to improve the operational
availability of the three existing Mirage-2000 squadrons based at the Gwalior air
base.
 Despite having an authorised strength of 42 fighter squadrons, the IAF is
operating with just about 30 at present due to the long delays in new inductions,
including the indigenous Tejas light combat aircraft.
 The IAF is also upgrading its existing 50 Mirage-2000s under a Rs.17,547 crore
project
 This includes 490 MICA missile systems for Rs.6,600 crore, which is running
some years behind schedule.

ECONOMY
 The Reserve Bank of India and the Monetary Authority of Singapore - have
announced the project to link Unified Payments Interface and PayNow
respectively
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 Under the project, India and Singapore will link their payment systems to allow
users to make instant, low-cost fund transfers on a reciprocal basis.
 The linkage is targeted for operationalisation by July 2022.
 UPI is India's mobile based, 'fast payment' system that facilitates customers to
make 24x7 payments instantly using a Virtual Payment Address (VPA) created by
the customer
 This eliminates the risk of sharing bank account details by the remitter.
 PayNow, much like the Indian system, is also an electronic fund transfer service
that allows a user to transfer funds instantly to a payee, using his/her mobile
number or NRIC/FIN or UEN number instead of his/her bank account number.
 PayNow supports nine participating banks and three Non-Bank Financial
Institutions (NFIs).

AWARDS
 On September 17, two Indian environmentalists – have been named among
15 finalists for the first ever Global Earthshot Prize, launched by Britain’s
Prince William last year
 A 15-year-old Tamil Nadu schoolgirl's solar-powered ironing cart project and a
Delhi entrepreneur's agricultural waste recycling concept were named from over
700 nominations across the world
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 Vinisha Umashankar was selected within the “Clean Our Air” category with her
concept of a solar-powered clean alternative to the charcoal-powered street irons
that press clothes
 Takachar, co-founded by entrepreneur Vidyut Mohan, has also been nominated in
the same category for its cheap, small-scale, portable technology that converts
crop residues into sellable bio-products
 The Earthshot Prize is an ambitious global environmental award that seeks to
acknowledge new ideas and technologies to tackle climate change, air pollution
and the Earth’s most pressing challenges.
 Five winners will be chosen next month from the 15 finalists, and each will receive
a grant worth 1 million pounds ($1.4 million).
 In addition, 14 global companies and brands, including Microsoft, Unilever, Ikea
and Walmart, have agreed to support and scale the ideas developed by the
finalists
 Duke of Cambridge Prince William and his charity, The Royal Foundation,
alongwith David Attenborough launched the Earthshot Prize last year
 The environment award is given in five separate categories with the support of UN
Sustainable Development Goals.
 The winners are selected by the Earthshot Prize Council which is a global team
spanning six continents.
 The prize is hailed as the most prestigious of its kind, with a 50 million-pound cash
award to be given to five winners every year until 2030.
 The winners for this year will be chosen by a committee including veteran
broadcaster David Attenborough, actor Cate Blanchett and World Trade
Organization director Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala.
 The winners are due to be announced in a ceremony on October 17, 2021
 Vinisha Umashankar, studying at Class 10 in a private school in Tiruvannamalai,
has won the prestigious Children's Climate Prize last year for designing the
mobile ironing cart using solar panels to power a steam iron box rather than
conventional charcoal
 Solar ironing cart, designed by Vinisha, can be powered by pre-charged batteries,
electricity or diesel-powered generator in the absence of sunlight
 The cart will charge in five hours and can be used for six hours.
 Earlier In 2019, Vinisha won the Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE Award after
submitting a technical paper on the solar ironing cart
 She also received the Prime Minister of India’s Rashtriya Bal Shakti Puraskar
2021, the highest civilian award in India for students under the age of 18

INTERNATIONAL DAY
 International Day of Democracy - September 15
 The day highlights the importance of participation of all members for proper
functioning of a democracy.
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 One of the main aims of International Day of Democracy is to encourage
governments to strengthen and consolidate democracy
 Theme 2021 - “Strengthening democratic resilience in the face of future crises”
 The International Day of Democracy owes its existence to the Universal
Declaration on Democracy, which was adopted on September 15, 1997 by the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
 The International Day of Democracy was established through a resolution passed
by the UN General Assembly on November 8, 2007 due to the efforts
spearheaded by Qatar
 The first International Day of Democracy was observed by 46 national parliaments
on 15 September 2008.
 The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) is an international organisation of national
parliaments.
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