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TAMIL NADU
 On August 26, the Tamil Nadu legislative assembly - unanimously passed a 

bill to provide 7.5% horizontal quota to government school students for 
admissions to undergraduate professional courses

 The reservation will be applicable to the students for studying in engineering, 
agriculture, veterinary, fisheries, law and other professional courses in 
government, government-aided and private colleges. 

 The quota is applicable only to the students who have studied from Class VI to XII 
in state government schools.

 The special reservation will benefit over 30,000 government school students.
 Of the 8.5 lakh students, who appeared for board exams in 2019-20, 3.45 lakh 

students were from government schools.
 According to the Chief Minister M K Stalin, only 0.83% government students got 

admission in Anna University, 6.31% and 0.44% in government and aided 
engineering colleges respectively, 3% in veterinary courses, 3.7% in fisheries, 
4.89% in agriculture, and less than 1% in National Law University, Trichy in the 
academic year 2020-21

 The CM recalled the introduction of 15% reservation for rural students in 
professional courses in 1997 and the fee exemption granted to first-generation 
graduates. 

 The state cancelled entrance tests for professional courses in 2006 and 
admissions were being done based on Class XII marks since 2007-08

 The Bill was framed on the basis of the recommendations provided by retired 
Judge, Justice D Murugesan committee

 The committee which was constituted by the DMK government on June 15 
analysed the reasons for poor representation of government school students in 
professional courses.
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 The commission submitted its report on June 21 and recommended that not less 
than 10% of seats in engineering, agriculture, veterinary, fisheries, law, and other 
professional courses may be set apart.

 Last year, the previous AIADMK government had introduced a 7.5% horizontal 
reservation to government school students who cleared the National Eligibility 
cum Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to undergraduate medical courses 
including MBBS 

 The Government arts college in Tiruvannamalai - will be named after former 
chief minister M Karunanidhi

 This was announced by Higher education minister K Ponmudi on August 26
 The college had originally been named after the former chief minister in 1966 but 

the name was changed later. 

 Greater Chennai Corporation – has vaccinated about 1.25 lakh people on 
August 26 to reach its new single-day high

 The jump in numbers was a result of Greater Chennai Corporation’s mass 
vaccination campaign, under which 400 new vaccination centres were created.

 The drive focused on residents with co-morbidities and those in the special 
category such as people with high blood pressure, diabetes or pregnant and 
lactating women and the disabled.

 Previously, the civic body administered a single-day high of 49,010 jabs on April 
16 and 40,656 shots on April 15.

 On an average, the GCC administers around 30,000 vaccination shots every day
 Most vaccines were given in Urban Community Health Centres (UCHC)
 Around 24% of Chennai's eligible population is fully vaccinated as against the 

state's 9%, as on date.

 The Anganwadi centres in the state – to reopen from September 1 to serve 
food to about 12 lakh children aged between 2 and 6 years
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 The social welfare and women empowerment department issued detailed 
standard operating procedures to be followed by the Anganwadi centres when 
reopening.

 After 16 months, more than 54,000 anganwadi centres in the state will reopen for 
serving food in between 11.30 am to 12.30 pm on all the days, except Sundays

 The guardian or parent should accompany the child to the centre and make them 
eat their meal at the centre. 

 The SOPs also said all employees must be fully vaccinated.
 Further, dry rations will not be given to students from September 1.
 As per the Covid-19 guidelines released by the Union health and family welfare 

department, it is not mandatory for children below six years to wear masks. 
 However, parents or guardians who accompany the children and anganwadi 

employees should wear masks, as per the order 

 On August 26, Puducherry’s lieutenant governor (additional charge) 
Tamilisai Soundararajan - created history by delivering the speech in Tamil 
for the first time since the UT merged with the Indian Union in1963

 Tamilisai delivered the customary address in the UT legislative assembly to mark 
the beginning of the budget session

 The LG said the government has signed an agreement with Solar Energy 
Corporation of India Limited to purchase140.6MW wind power.
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 Further, she said that the UT government has signed a power sale agreement 
with NTPC to purchase 100MW solar power from its proposed solar power plant 
at Nokh in Rajasthan

 Tamilisai also announced that the UT government has notified the Puducherry 
Technological University Act with President’s nod 

 Further, all government engineering colleges in Karaikal and Yanam, and all 
government polytechnic colleges would be brought under the purview of the 
Puducherry Technological University. 

 Non-conventional streams such as agricultural, petrochemical and biomedical 
engineering will be launched in Perunthalaivar Kamarajar Institute of Engineering 
and Technology, Karaikal.

 On August 26, Chief minister N Rangasamy, who holds the finance portfolio 
- presented a Rs.9,924.4-crore tax-free budget for the financial year 2021-
2022 for the Union territory of Puducherry. 

 The allocation of resources will be Rs.1,200.4 crore under the capital head and 
Rs.8,724 crore under the revenue head. 

 As per the budget, the UT must mobilize Rs.6,190 crore of the budget from its 
own resources while it will receive Rs.1,729.8 crore as central assistance. 

 The allocation under centrally-sponsored schemes will be Rs.320.2 crore. 
 The remaining allocation of Rs.1,684.4 crore must be met from open market 

borrowings and loans from central financial institutions.
 The budget promises waiving educational loans SC/ST students availed through 

Padco and free education for SC/ST students from Class I to college from this 
year. 

 Crop loans availed by farmers in cooperative banks will be waived.
 Vat on petrol in Puducherry and Karaikal regions will be immediately reduced by 

3%, which will reduce the petrol price by Rs.2.43 per litre
 The total outstanding debt of the UT as of March 31 was Rs.9,334.78 crore, which 

is 22.17% of the GSDP (2020-21), well within FRBM norms. 
 According to the CM, the average growth rate of GSDP of the Union territory 

stood around10% as against the average national GDP growth of 7% to 8%.
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 He said the government has submitted a detailed project report to Centre to set 
up a national school of planning and architecture at a cost of Rs.334.3 crore. 

 The government has also proposed a 500-bed hospital at Gorimedu to treat 
epidemic infectious diseases. 

NATIONAL
 On August 26, India - notified a new set of liberal drone rules for the 

unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) to serve as air taxis

 The new rules are aimed at allowing the UAS to carry both goods for e-commerce 
and transporting people on air taxis

 Following the intervention of the PMO, the aviation ministry decided to discard its 
March 2021 rules regarding the requirement of various mandatory approvals, 
compliances and entry barriers. 

 India will have three airspace zones for drones — green, where they can be flown; 
yellow, where permission needed and red like airports where their use is barred 
unless specifically allowed. 

 This map is expected within 30 days on the Digital Sky single-window drone 
platform. 

 Compared to the previous rules, the liberalised Drone Rules, 2021, abolished 
several approvals and reduces the number of forms to be filled by users from 25 
to five.

HIGH COURT VERDICT
 On August 26, the Madras high court - said five-year bumper-to-bumper 

insurance will be mandatory for all vehicles sold after September 1.
 This must be in addition to covering the driver, passengers and owner of the 

vehicle
 Justice S Vaidyanathan passed this order, which is aimed at assisting accident 

victims.
 Currently, any type of insurance is sufficient to run a vehicle on the roads and 

most of the vehicle owners choose the cheapest option
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 The cheapest insurance option generally covers liabilities of only those who suffer 
damages out of an accident involving the vehicle.

 The Madras high court has now ruled that a comprehensive insurance policy, 
covering even all the parts of the vehicle and the vehicle owner is a must

DEFENCE
 Ordnance Factory of Tiruchirappalli (OFT) - has launched a new variant of 

the indigenous Trichy Assault Rifle (TAR) to commemorate the 75 years of 
Indian independence

 The new variant comes with a down-folding butt which has a destructive effect up 
to a range of 1,350m.

 The OFT was so far manufacturing only two variants of TAR with a fixed butt and 
side-folding butt, which are used by various state police forces in the insurgence-
prone areas including the red corridor

 The down-folding butt variant was sought for better portability in guarding and 
patrolling duty by the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF), some state police 
forces and Railway Protection Force (RPF)

 The automatic weapon TAR is designed to be engaged in single and burst firing 
mode.

 In burst mode, group or single targets at a range up to 500m can be destroyed


