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TAMIL NADU
 On August 9, Tamil Nadu finance minister P T R Palanivel Thiagarajan - 

presented a white paper on the state’s finances, four days ahead of his first 
budget, at Secretariat in Chennai

 The white paper highlighted the fiscal mismanagement during the past 10 years of 
AIADMK rule in Tamil Nadu.

 The white paper highlighted the state’s fall from a revenue surplus of Rs.1,760 
crore in 2012-13 to a deficit of Rs.61,320 crore (or 3.16% of Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP) in 2020-21. 

 As per the white paper, Tamil Nadu’s agricultural sector registered growth in the 
past 15 years, even though employment in the sector reduced by 10% — from 
54% to 44% between 1981 and 2010. 

 Between 2006-2007 and 2010-2011, agriculture sector grew at 4.07% per annum, 
whereas in the next five years it grew at 5.24% and in the last five years, the 
growth rate increased to 5.86%.
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 Services sector, on the other hand, has been steadily declining from growth in the 
period from 2006--11 to 7.44% in 2011-16 and further to 6.03% in the period 
2016-20

 The sharpest decline in the annual growth rate was in the industrial sector. 
 The average annual growth rate in the industrial sector dropped from 10.30% in 

2006-11 to 5.49% in the period 2011-16 before accelerating to 8.17% in the next 
five years.

 Property owners, large consumers of water and electricity as well as those 
planning to buy high-end automobiles should get ready to pay more to help the 
state manage its debt burden, as per the minister 

 The Minister pointed out that motor vehicle taxes and other charges, levied as 
fixed costs, have remained unchanged for 15 years, since the last revision in 
2008.
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 The accumulated debt of the power and transport sector PSUs stood at Rs.1.99 
lakh crore as on March 31, 2021, while the accumulated losses of the two water 
boards amount to Rs.5,282.57 crore at the end of last financial year.

 The current levels of fiscal deficit are unsustainable because the share of revenue 
deficit in fiscal deficit exceeds 50% or more since 2017-18, as per the Minister 

 The rising revenue deficit-driven fiscal deficits are funded mainly by borrowing, 
which sharply increased the total (visible) debt outstanding of Tamil Nadu to a 
little more than Rs 5.70 lakh crore on March 31, 2022

 This amounts to around Rs 70,000 on every citizen of the state and nearly Rs 
2.64 lakh on every family living in Tamil Nadu. 

 The finance minister added that as a percentage of GSDP, the revenue deficit has 
increased from 0.18% in 2013-14 to 1.95% in 2019-20 to 3.16% in 2020-21, more 
than the permissible fiscal deficit.

 The growing gap between the fiscal deficit and the net public debt each year has 
been covered by transactions in the public account and drawdowns of cash 
balances.

 Tamil Nadu also had the dubious distinction of currently being the largest 
borrower in the open market amongst all States in the country, as per the minister

 Total government guarantees nearly doubled to more than Rs.91,800 crore in 
2020-21, which means a large contingent liability and fiscal risk for the state. 

 As per the Interim Budget estimate of 2021-22, the state’s overall debt is expected 
to reach Rs 5,70,189 crore.

 The state lost Rs.2,577.29 crore of Central grants recommended by the 14th 
finance commission for the financial years 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20 due to 
the delay in conducting local body polls 

 On every unit of power consumption, Tangedco loses Rs. 2.36 per unit, as per the 
Minister

 The average cost per kilometre incurred by all State Transport Undertakings 
works out to Rs. 96.75, with a loss of Rs.59.15 per km operated

 The operational cost of Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
is about Rs. 36.58 per kilo litre, while cost of recovery is only Rs. 14.08 per kilo 
litre
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 The Union Government’s levies on petrol have gone up substantially in the past 
seven years since 2014 from Rs.10.39 in May 2014 to Rs. 32.90 per litre by May 
2021, which is not shareable with the state

 In 2019-20, Tamil Nadu had the third highest guarantees outstanding among all 
states, behind Telangana and Andhra Pradesh

 Tamil Nadu has 6.124% share of the population of the country, but only 4.079% 
share in the total tax revenue of the country, which is a proportion of 66.607%. 

 This is the third-lowest proportion after Haryana and Maharashtra

STATES
 The Uttar Pradesh government - has renamed a landmark freedom 

movement called “Kakori Train Conspiracy” as “Kakori Train Action” 
 On August 9, Uttar Pradesh government celebrated the anniversary of the ‘Kakori 

Train Action’ under the program ‘Chauri Chaura Mahotsav’ which is going to 
complete 100 years in 2022

 The ‘Kakori train Action’ was a train robbery that took place at Kakori, a village 
near Lucknow, on August 9, 1925 during the Indian independence movement 
against the British colonial rule

 The robbery was organized by Hindustan Republican Association to buy weapons 
and more than 40 persons were arrested and sentenced to death in this incident 

 On December 19, 1927, freedom fighters Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan 
and Roshan Singh were hanged to death for their involvement in the robbery.

NATIONAL
 On August 10, Lok Sabha – passed the 127th Constitution (amendment) bill, 

2021 that seeks to restore the power of states to identify backward castes.
 The bill was passed with 385 members voting in support and no opposition to it.
 Any constitutional amendment requires two-thirds majority of lawmakers who are 

present during the proceedings, with at least 50% in attendance.
 It was introduced by Union minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Virendra 

Kumar on August 9
 The bill would benefit 671 castes in the country, as per the Minister
 The minister said the bill should be considered as the 105th Constitution 

Amendment bill after being renumbered
 The 127th Constitutional Amendment Bill seeks to amend clauses 1 and 2 of 

Article 342 A and introduce clause 342 A (3) that specifically authorises states to 
maintain their State List of SEBCs.

 The 127th Constitution Amendment Bill 2021 aims to bypass Supreme Court 
ruling that said only the Centre could notify socially and educationally backward 
classes (SEBCs) — and not the states.
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 In its May 5, 2021 ruling, the SC upheld the 102nd Constitutional Amendment, 
2018, effectively striking down the Maratha quota introduced by the Maharashtra 
government

 The 102nd Amendment had scrapped the power of the states to identify and notify 
SEBCs while according constitutional status to the NCBC and giving it the power 
to examine the grievances in the implementation of the various welfare schemes 
meant for the OBCs.

 The Parliament had in August 2018 passed a constitution amendment bill to give 
constitutional status to National Commission for Backward Classes.

INTERNATIONAL
 The UN’s inter-governmental panel on climate change (IPCC) – has released 

a new report titled, ‘Climate Change 2021: the Physical Science Basis’ in 
Geneva on August 9

 The report projected global temperature to reach or exceed 1.5°C of warming over 
the next 20 years under all scenarios and warns of ‘extreme’ and ‘unprecedented’ 
impacts

 It predicted the faster sea-level rise in Asia (3.7mm annually in the Indian Ocean)
 This may cause coastal flooding in low-lying areas of India’s vast coastline of 

7,517km dotted with big port cities such as Chennai, Mumbai, Kochi, Kolkata, 
Surat and Visakhapatnam

 The UN calls for a drastic cut in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the next two 
decades to save the world from climate change’s disastrous consequences, 
leading to destruction of natural habitats
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 The IPCC studied 14,000 reports and its projection are seen to be based on solid 
scientific evidence and reasoning. 

 Currently, global average temperature rise is approximately 1.1°C above the pre-
industrial level (1850-1900). 

 A further rise of 0.4°, as projected in the report, may lead to increasing number of 
heat waves event, longer warm and shorter cold seasons and faster sea-level rise 
globally. 

 Globally, coastal areas will see continued sea level rise (3-4 mm per year in 2015 
to 3-8 mm per year by 2100 in a very low emission scenario) throughout the 21st 
century, as per the 3000-page report compiled by 234 scientists from 64 countries

 For the first time, the IPCC provided a more detailed “regional assessment of 
climate change” (across 11 regions globally) which will help in risk assessment 
and taking necessary adaptation measures. 

 The Paris climate agreement in 2015 established the goal of limiting the increase 
in the global average temperature to not more than 2 degree Celsius and to try 
not to surpass 1.5 degree Celsius

 The world’s largest ever report on climate change by IPCC will also be used 
during the major climate summit, COP26, hosted by the UK at Glasgow in 
November.

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is a UN body set up by the 
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and the UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) in 1988 to assess the science around climate change.

 The first of its comprehensive Assessment Reports on climate change was 
released in 1992 and the current report is the first part of the sixth edition in this 
series

 The fifth assessment report had come out in 2014 in the run up to the climate 
change conference in Paris

 India is the world's third-biggest emitter of greenhouse gases but its emissions per 
head are low owing to its large population of 1.3 billion

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 On August 9, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - chaired the debate on 

'Enhancing Maritime Security: A Case for International Cooperation' in the 
UN Security Council through a video conference

 With this, PM Modi becomes the first Indian prime minister to preside over a UN 
Security Council high-level open debate.

 The meeting is being attended by several heads of state and government of 
member states of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), and high-level 
briefers from the UN system and key regional organisations.

 US Secretary of State Antony Blinken represented his country and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin was also present.
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 During the debate on enhancing maritime security, PM Modi put forward five 
principles on the basis of which a global roadmap for cooperation can be 
prepared.

 The 5 principles are - 
 Free maritime trade sans barriers so as to establish legitimate trade
 Settlement of maritime disputes should be peaceful and on the basis of 

international law only
 Responsible maritime connectivity should be encouraged. 
 Need to collectively combat maritime threats posed by non-state actors and 

natural calamities. 
 To preserve maritime environment and maritime resources. 

 During his speech, PM Modi highlighted the primacy of the UNCLOS (United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) for sorting out the legal issues arising 
out of activities in the oceans.

 India’s first ever Internet Governance Forum (IIGF) - will be held for three 
days starting from October 20, 2021

 The Forum is an Internet Governance policy discussion platform, which seeks to 
bring together representatives from various groups to discuss internet policy 
issues.
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 The prime objective of the forum is to generate discussions about policy formation 
related to the Internet

 This concept is well adopted by IGF (Internet Governance Forum) under United 
Nations and by Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN).

 With this announcement, the Indian chapter of the United Nations-based forum 
namely the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) has begun

 The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) initiated the Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF) in 2006 and has since been holding the Forum annually.

 With more than 10,000 expected participants, the 3-day event will conduct over 25 
workshops in domains such as Digital Economy, Digital Governance, Trust, 
Security, Stability, Sustainability, among others.

 The theme of the forum is ‘Inclusive Internet for Digital India’
 India is the second-largest broadband subscription country in the world and also 

has the highest data consumption per user per month

PERSONALITIES
 The West Bengal government – has decided to rename the NRS Medical 

College and Hospital boys’ hostel after Dr Subhash Mukhopadhyay, the 
architect of India’s first test tube baby

 Mukhopadhyay worked as a lecturer, reader and professor at NRS Hospital 
between 1967 to 1975

 The pioneering doctor’s bust will also be installed at the campus and the room 
used by him will be preserved.

 The move comes two months after his 40th death anniversary.
 On October 3, 1978, 67 days after the birth of the world’s first IVF baby, Marie 

Louise Brown, India had produced its own IVF baby named Durga, alias 
Kanupriya Agarwal. 

 Brown’s creator, Robert G Edwards, professor emeritus, University of Cambridge, 
is hailed as the father of IVF and bestowed with the Nobel Prize

 On June 19, 1981, the architect of the world’s second and India’s first test tube 
baby had ended his life after the central and West Bengal governments refused to 
recognise his feat.
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SPORTS
 Former Tamil Nadu captain Sreedharan Sharath - to become the new 

chairman of the BCCI’s junior national selection panel, which will select 
next year’s U-19 World Cup squad

 Sharath, who has also been a BCCI match referee, is being expected to take over 
from Ashish Kapoor, whose term ended earlier this year.

 Sharath, who has also played for Assam, was the first ever Tamil Nadu cricketer 
to play 100 Ranji Trophy games for the state 

 In his 15-year-career, Sharath scored 8700 runs from 139 games with 27 
hundreds and an average of 51 plus.

 The previous committee headed by Ashish Kapoor (South) also had Debasish 
Mohanty (East, now senior selector), Gyanendra Pandey (central), Rakesh Parikh 
(west) and Amit Sharma (north).

 The other players who were in contention for their respective zones were former 
Punjab batting all-rounder Krishnan Mohan, former medium fast bowling all-
rounder from Madhya Pradesh, Harvinder Singh Sodhi and Bengal seamer 
Ranadeb Bose

NATIONAL DAY/INTERNATIONAL WEEK
 National Handloom Day – August 7

 The observance of the day seeks to highlight the rich heritage and contribution of 
handloom industry to the socio-economic development of the nation
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 The industry boasts of over 70% of women weavers and allied workers, signaling 
a source of women empowerment

 The first National Handloom Day was organised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in 2015 at the Centenary Hall of Madras University, Chennai

 It is on this day in the year 1905 the Swadeshi Movement was launched in the 
country

 The Handloom Sector is one of the largest unorganized segment having the 
advantage of being less capital intensive, minimal use of power, eco-friendly, and 
flexible with small production, openness to innovations, and adaptability to market 
requirements

 This year, on the eve of 7th National Handloom Day, three Handloom Craft 
Villages will be set up at Kovalam in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, Mohpara 
Village of Golaghat district in Assam and Kanihama in Budgam, Srinagar

 World Breastfeeding Week - August 1 to August 7

 World Breastfeeding Week is celebrated every year on the first seven days of the 
month August to encourage breastfeeding and improve the health of babies

 The theme for The Breastfeeding Week 2021 is "Protect Breastfeeding: A Shared 
Responsibility”.

 Earlier in 1991, the WHO and United Nations International Children’s Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) established an association called ‘World Association of 
Breastfeeding Action’ to promote and support breastfeeding

 In 1992, entire week was dedicated to promote this campaign.


