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TAMIL NADU
 On July 9, Chief minister M K Stalin - presented cash awards and 

certificates to 21 writers for their best literary works in the fields of art, 
culture, literature and research activities

 The literary luminaries were identified by the Tamil Nadu Adi Dravidar Art and 
Literature Society for the awards

 The state government extends financial support to the Adi-Dravidar writers, for 
which a corpus fund of Rs. 50 lakh has been created. 

 Tamil Nadu chief minister M K Stalin – has sanctioned Rs.1.25 crore 
assistance to the Tamil Chair from Cologne University in Germany

 The timely financial assistance for the Tamil department in the University will 
prevent its closure due to a paucity of funds

 The previous AIADMK government has also announced an assistance of Rs.1.25 
crore to the Tamil Chair in 2019.

 Tamil Nadu – has only one out of five government schools in the state with 
internet facility. 

 Of the 37,579 government schools in the state, only 6,746 schools (17.9%) have 
internet facility

 This was revealed in the Unified District Information System for Education Plus 
(UDISE+) report for 2019-20 released last week. 

 More than 80% government schools, however, have computer facility and most of 
them are functional.

 The internet facility has become one of the basic requirements for learning due to 
online mode of education during the Covid-19 pandemic.

 Among the 12,382 private schools in the state, 90% have computers and 75% 
have internet facility
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 Overall, of the 58,897 schools in the state, 32% schools have internet facility 
which is higher than the national average of 22%. 

 In Kerala, 88% government schools have internet facility. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 Mars, Venus and Crescent moon – to align in ‘planetary conjunction’ during 

July 12-13, 2021
 This celestial event of two Earth’s neighbours – Mars and Venus – coming close 

to each other is being termed as ‘planetary conjunction’ because it will be easily 
visible to the naked eye from Earth.
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 In this case, the crescent Moon will join the two planets making it a three-celestial 
body conjunction.

 Mars and Venus are passing close to each other in the sky and will be only 0.5 
degrees (as wide as the size of the Moon) on July 13, even though they remain 
far away from one another.

 The crescent moon will also be close to Venus and Mars on July 12
 This amazing celestial sight will be only visible in the western sky under clear 

conditions after sunset in the evening from July 8
 During the celestial event, Mars will appear faint and Venus will appear bright. 
 On July 12, a thin crescent moon will be above these two bodies, while on the 

next day, both Mars and Venus can be spotted appear closer than the previous 
day

 The last time Mars and Venus appeared closer by less than a degree was on 
August 24, 2019. 

AWARDS
 Zaila Avant-garde, a 14-year-old black teen from Harvey, Louisiana – has 

become the first African-American to win the US Scripps National Spelling 
Bee title on July 9

 Zaila correctly spelled the word murraya — a type of tropical Asiatic and 
Australian tree — to clinch the trophy 

 In the finals, she defeated Chaitra Thummala, a 12-year-old sixth grader from San 
Francisco, Texas, who finished as the runner-up

 Of the 10 finalists, except one, all are of Indian-origin. 
 Chaitra slipped on and misspelt neroli oil, which is a fragrant pale yellow essential 

oil
 Bhavana Madini, a 13-year-old from Plainview, New York, finished third
 Zaila’s win breaks a streak of at least one Indian-American champion every year 

since 2008
 Zaila will receive a $50,000 cash prize and a host of scholarships
 First lady Jill Biden, an English professor, was among those who graced the 

event, which resumed this year
 Last year, the event was cancelled for the first time in its 96-year history due to 

the pandemic.
 Zaila’s interests go beyond spellings into basketball 
 She holds three Guinness world records — for the most basketballs dribbled 

simultaneously (6 basketballs for 30 seconds), the most basketball bounces (307 
bounces in 30 seconds) and the most bounce juggles in one minute (255 using 
four basketballs).

 Zaila is the first African-American and only the second black contestant to win 
after Jody-Anne Maxwell of Jamaica, who won in 1998. 
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INDIA’S EXPENDITURE ON HEALTHCARE AND 
EDUCATION – A COMPARISON REPORT

VARIANTS OF COVID-19 – A REPORT
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BRANSON AND BEZOS TRIP TO SPACE – A 
COMPARISON REPORT

 Billionaires Richard Branson and Jeff Bezos - will cross the space frontier at 
100km up in the sky and spend about 5 minutes each in zero gravity, within 
the next 10 days. 

 They will be the first amateurs to do so in privately designed and owned 
spacecraft 

 In June, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos announced he would take a trip to space 
with his brother Mark on July 20. 
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 He created his company Blue Origin before Musk’s SpaceX and Branson’s Virgin 
Galactic

 However, Musk put a rocket in space in 2008, and Branson put an astronaut there 
first, in 2018.

 And now Branson has beaten Bezos to space 
 On July 2, the British magnate Branson announced that he would go up in his ship 

on July 11, more than a week ahead of Bezos’ planned flight.
 Branson and Bezos are not the first space tourists.
 Recreational space travel first happened on April 28, 2001, when American 

businessman Dennis Tito became a “space flight participant” on board the 
Russian Soyuz TM-32. 

 He paid $20 million to spend 7 days at the International Space Station.
 South African millionaire Mark Shuttleworth stayed at the ISS in 2002, followed by 

American businessman Gregory Olsen in 2005. 
 Another American entrepreneur, Anousheh Ansari, became the first woman 

commercial traveller — fourth overall — in September 2006.
 Global financial services firm, UBS expects space tourism to be a $3-billion 

market by 2030. 
 Glavkosmos, the agency that trained Indian astronaut-elects for the Gaganyaan 

crewed mission, is also planning to send its first batch of space tourists by 2023


