EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS –jUNE 24,
2021
STATES
 Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani – launched the Agricultural
Diversification Scheme-2021 through video conferencing recently
 The scheme aims to benefit farmers covered under VanbandhuKalyan Yojana in
tribal areas in the state
 It seeks to support more than 1,26,000 Vanbandhu farmers of 14 tribal districts in
Gujarat
 Under this scheme, tribal farmers will get fertilizer-seed assistance of Rs. 31
crores in which 45 kg of urea, 50 kg of NPK and 50 kg of ammonium sulphate will
be provided.
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi had started the VanbandhuKalyanYojana while he
was the Chief Minister of Gujarat in 2007
 The scheme aims to improve the quality of life and education, provide sustainable
employment opportunities and protect culture and heritage of the tribal people in
the state
 CM Vijay Rupani has announced recently to spend Rs 1 lakh crore for tribal
people in next four years by launching VanbandhuKalyan Yojana Part-2 in his last
budget
 The Delhi government’s social welfare department – has notified a new
scheme to provide financial assistance to families of those who died due to
Covid-19
 The Scheme is named ‘Mukhyamantri Covid-19 Pariwar Aarthik Sahayata Yojana’
 It seeks to provide a monthly pension of ₹2,500 to the families of those who have
lost the sole breadwinner of the family
 Further, Rs 50,000 ex-gratia will be given as a one-time compensation to every
family that has lost a member to Covid-19 pandemic
 The beneficiaries of the scheme must be residents of Delhi and the scheme does
not apply any income criterion for compensation benefits
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 These benefits will be in addition to the ongoing social welfare scheme of the
Delhi government such as old-age pension and widow pension.
 The scheme was earlier announced by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on May 18.
 The CM had also promised free education and financial assistance of ₹2,500 per
month to children who have lost one or both parents, till they achieve 25 years of
age

NATIONAL
 Ahmedabad-based vaccine manufacturer Zydus Cadila - to apply Central
Drugs Regulator (DGCI) for emergency use authorisation for its Covid-19
vaccine ZyCoV-D soon
 The indigenously developed vaccine has completed its phase three trails and
around 28,000 volunteers were recruited for it
 If approved, it will be the world's first DNA-based vaccine and the number of
available vaccines in the country will increase to four.
 So far, India has approved Serum Institute's Coveshield, Bharat Biotech's Covaxin
and Russia's Sputnik V.
 Zycov-D, a three dose vaccine, is to be administered at day 0, day 28 and day 56.
 It can be stored at temperature between two to eight degrees Celsius for long
term and 25 degrees Celsius for the short term.
 The vaccine will be administered through a needle-free injection system (NFIS),
which uses compressed gas or springs for applying pressure
 The jab is also being tested on children in the age group of 12-18 years, apart
from adults
 The company plans to manufacture 20 million vaccines every month.
 Earlier in April, Zydus Cadila announced that its drug Virafin had received
restricted emergency use approval from the Drug Controller General of India for
the treatment of mild cases of Covid-19
 The world’s first genetically modified (GM) rubber plant - was planted in a
Rubber Board research farm in Assam on June 22
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 The plant was developed at the Kerala-based Rubber Research Institute of India
(RRII), located in Puthuppally, Kottayam
 The new plant variety was planted at the Rubber board’s Sarutari research farm in
Guwahati, Assam
 The new crop is expected to reduce the maturity period of rubber, thereby
improving chances for early yielding
 The GM rubber plant is the first of its kind developed exclusively for the northeast
region
 It is expected to thrive in the cold climatic conditions of the region during the
winters.
 The natural rubber is a native of warm humid Amazon forests and is not naturally
suited for cold conditions in the northeast.
 The plant has additional copies of gene MnSOD (manganese containing
superoxide dismutase) in it, enabling it to survive cold conditions during winter
 GM Rubber is the second genetically modified crop to start field trial in India after
Bt. Cotton.
 In 2010, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) had given
permission to open field trials of GM rubber at Chetchackal, Thombikandom, in
Kottayam.
 However, the Kerala Government denied permission for the same citing its
possible adverse impact on environment and apprehension on GM crops
 On June 23, the government - has approved merger of state-owned Central
Railside Warehouse Company (CRWC) and its holding enterprise Central
Warehousing Corporation (CWC)

 The decision is aimed at bringing private sector efficiencies in public sector
undertakings (PSUs) and promote ease of doing business
 The Union Cabinet, chaired by PM Narendra Modi, has approved to merge and
transfer all assets, liabilities, rights and obligations of CRWC with CWC
 The decision will reduce the management expenditure of Railside Warehouse
Complexes (RWCs) by Rs 5 crore due to savings in the corporate office rent,
salary of employees, and other administrative costs.
 CWC, a Mini-Ratna Category-I CPSE, was established in 1957
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 It was set up to regulate the Warehousing Corporations for the purpose of
warehousing of agriculture produce and certain other commodities as notified.
 CWC is a profit-making PSU with an authorised capital of Rs 100 crore and a
paid-up capital of Rs 68.02 crore.
 Laster, CWC formed a separate subsidiary company named CRWC on July 10,
2007
 It was set up to plan, develop, promote, acquire and operate Railside
Warehousing Complexes/Terminals/ Multimodal Logistics Hubs on land leased
from the Railways or acquired otherwise.
 CRWC is a Mini-Ratna Category-II Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSE)
incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956
 Currently, it is operating 20 railside warehouses with around 100 employees
across the country

SUPREME COURT VERDICT
 On June 22, the Supreme Court - directed the Tamil Nadu State Election
Commission to conduct the local body elections in nine new districts of the
state by September 15.
 A vacation bench of Justices Hemant Gupta and Aniruddha Bose asked the poll
panel to hold the polls and declare the results by September 15.
 The bench also noted that the tenure of the local bodies has expired in 2018-19
and since then there are no new elected representatives.
 As per the earlier order of the apex court passed on December 11, 2019, the poll
panel was given four months to hold the elections, whereas it has taken 18
months.
 The court had also ordered the completion of the delimitation in the nine districts
in three months.
 The nine new districts carved out of four existing ones are Kancheepuram,
Chengalpattu, Vellore, Tirupathur, Ranipet, Villupuram, Kallakurichi, Tirunelveli
and Tenkasi.

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 India and Fiji – have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for
cooperation in agriculture & allied sectors during a virtual meeting recently
 The MoU was signed between Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Narendra Singh Tomar and Fiji’s Minister of Agriculture, Waterways &
Environment, Dr. Mahendra Reddy
 India's Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare and Fiji's Ministry of
Agriculture will be the Executing Agencies from respective sides.
 The MoU provides for cooperation in the fields of Dairy Industry Development,
Rice Industry Development, Animal Husbandry, Water Resources Management,
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Coconut Industry Development, Food Processing Industry Development among
others

 Further, a Joint Working Group will be established to define procedures and plan
and recommend programs of cooperation
 The Working Group will hold its meetings alternately in India and Fiji once every
two years
 The MoU will remain valid for a period of five years from the date of its signing
and any change to its duration will be approved in writing by both Parties.

PERSONALITIES
 The founder of Tata group, Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata - has chosen as the
most philanthropic person in the world in the last 100 years
 His total donations being worth about $102 billion based on its current value
 Tata Group and its philanthropic activities are presently headed and overseen by
Emeritus Chairman, Ratan Tata
 This was revealed in a study by EdelGive Foundation and Hurun India, which
identifies 50 of the world’s top ‘Philanthropists of the Century’
 The US tops the list with 39 people, followed by 5 from the UK, 3 from China, and
2 from India.
 Wipro promoter Azim Premji is the second person from India and is ranked 12th,
with the current value of donations estimated at $22 billion.
 Overall, the healthcare sector was the dominant cause of philanthropy.

 The ranking is based on total philanthropic value, calculated as the value of the
assets today, together with the sum of gifts or distributions to date.
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 The world’s 50 most generous individuals are estimated to have contributed $832
billion, of which $503 billion are in foundations as on date, and $329 billion have
been disbursed in the last century.
 EdelGive is a grant-making organisation, and Hurun promotes entrepreneurship
through research and lists.
 Amazon’s Jeff Bezos, Tesla’s Elon Musk and Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg do not
figure in the list.

SPORTS
 New Zealand – defeated India by 8 wickets to win the inaugural World Test
Championship on June 23 in Southampton, United Kingdom

 For Indian Captain Virat Kohli, this is the third failure in big ICC events after the
2017 Champions Trophy and the 2019 World Cup.
 New Zealand’s Kyle Jamieson was named the ‘Man of the Match’
 India’s R. Ashwin finished the WTC cycle with 71 wickets, the most by any bowler
 This was the first sixth day of Test cricket since the drawn match between India
and West Indies in Kanpur in 1979.
 The victory gave New Zealand their second ICC Trophy, after the victory against
India to win 2000 Champions Trophy in Nairobi, Kenya
 Incidentally, India could not defeat New Zealand in any ICC event, across all
formats, since the 2003 ODI World Cup
 As a coincidence, on the same date, India won the Champions Trophy under
former skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni in Birmingham, England in 2013
 By winning the title, Dhoni completed his treble of victories as captain – the ICC
T20 World Cup 2007 in South Africa, the ICC 2011 World Cup in the subcontinent and the Champions Trophy in the United Kingdom.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY
 International Olympic Day – June 23

 The Day is observed every year to raise awareness about the Olympics and
encourage more people to participate in it
 Olympics is a quadrennial sports extravaganza in which thousands of athletes
from around the world participate in a range of events.
 The modern-day Olympic Games are inspired by the ancient Olympic Games held
in Olympia, Greece between the 8th century BC and the 4th century AD.
 Theme 2021 — Stay healthy, stay strong, stay active with the #OlympicDay
workout.
 The day was chosen by the International Olympic Committee in its 42nd Session
held in St Moritz in January 1948 in order to promote the Olympic idea of
organising mass sports competitions across the world
 International Olympic day is organised by the National Olympic Committees
(NOCs) to celebrate the foundation of the International Olympic Committee (IOC)
on June 23, 1894 in Sorbonne, Paris.
 Baron Pierre de Coubertin founded the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in
1894 and laid the foundation for the Olympic Games.
 The World Olympic day is celebrated based on the three pillars – move,
learn and discover
 This year will witness the highly-anticipated Summer Olympics in Tokyo,
scheduled to be held between July 23 and August 8
 A total of 339 events across 33 sports are lined up at the Games.
 Organisers have already announced that up to 10,000 domestic spectators will be
allowed in stadiums, constituting a 50% seating capacity
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