EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – jUNE 2, 2021
-

TAMIL NADU
 Tamil Nadu government - has decided to grant ‘all pass’ to students of
Classes I to VIII for the current academic year.
 The state had earlier issued orders to promote students of Classes IX to XI, citing
the Covid-19 pandemic.
 According to a circular issued to chief educational officers on June 1,
headmasters are mandated to enter ‘all pass’ in registers based on Right to
Education (RTE) Act.
 As per Section16 of the RTE Act, no child shall be held back in any class or
expelled from school till the completion of elementary education.
 Based on the act, all students studying in all types of schools should be declared
pass.

STATES
 On May 31, the Goa government - notified the formation of Goa Institution
for Future Transformation (GIFT), which will function on the lines of NITI
Aayog
 The new state planning body, with the CM as its Chairman, was announced by
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant in his last budget.
 The functioning of GIFT will be backed up with Article 309 of the Constitution of
India for attaining autonomy
 The GIFT will assist, advise and guide the government in policy making and
formulation, implementation, monitoring of sustainable development goals and
evaluation of various development plans, programmes and schemes.
 It will also serve as a knowledge hub to the State replicating best practices which
are suited for the sustainable development of the State
 Former Chief Minister late Manohar Parrikar had disbanded the State Planning
Board with effect from April 1, 2017 after disbanding of the Planning Commission
at the national level.
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 Later, CM Pramod Sawant in his budget speech had announced the formation of
the State Institution for Transforming Goa (SIT-Goa), which was later renamed as
GIFT

NATIONAL
 On June 1, the Centre - decided to cancel the Class XII CBSE board
examination due to the Covid-19 situation across the country
 The decision has been taken after deliberations at a high-level review meeting
convened by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
 The Council for Indian School Certificate Examinations, a private board that
conducts the Class XII ISC exams, also followed with the announcement of
cancellation.
 According to the PM, the health and safety of students is of utmost importance
and there would be no compromise on it
 The government had earlier in April cancelled the CBSE Class X exams.
 Around 21.5 lakh registered for the Class X exams while 14 lakh candidates
registered for those of Class XII.
 The assessment criteria for the exams has not been finalised by the board yet
 On June 1, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) – released the second
stage long range forecast for the country
 As per the upgraded monsoon forecast, the country would receive “normal to
above normal” rainfall with “well distributed” showers in the June-September
period.
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 Quantitatively, the monsoon seasonal rainfall over the country as a whole is likely
to be 101% of the Long Period Average (LPA) with a model error of ± 4%
 In the first stage forecast in mid-April, the IMD had predicted rainfall to be 98% of
the LPA with a model error of ± 5%.
 The LPA of monsoon rainfall over the country as a whole for the period 1961-2010
is 88 cm.
 The 2021 monsoon will be the third consecutive year of good rainfall and could
lead to new record foodgrain output like in 2019 and 2020.

 However, certain areas of north-west India, Bihar, Assam, northern West Bengal,
Meghalaya, Ladakh and the western part of the south peninsula, may get ‘below
normal’ rainfall during the four-month season.
 In north-west India, parts of Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and western Uttar
Pradesh may fall in this category.
 The IMD, for the first time, released maps of ‘monsoon core zone’, showing statewise distribution of rainfall as probabilistic forecast, using the Multi-Model
Ensemble (MME) forecasting system.
 Under the new strategy, the IMD issued monthly (June) and seasonal (June to
September) operational forecasts for southwest monsoon rainfall over the country.
 The climate models with the highest forecast skills over the Indian monsoon
region, including Monsoon Mission Climate Forecasting System (MMCFS), have
been used to prepare the MME forecast.
 The MME system is considered the most advanced and comprehensive system to
arrive at monsoon forecast
 It makes it possible to forecast “spatial distribution” of seasonal rainfall with the
probabilistic “regionally averaged rainfall forecasts” of ‘monsoon core zone’ for
better regional level planning of farming and other activities.
 India – has received the largest consignment of Covid-19 vaccines into the
country on June 1 in a special chartered freight aircraft
 Around 3 million doses of Russian Covid-19 vaccine Sputnik V landed in
Hyderabad from Russia
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 The 56.5 MT shipment also included the bulk substance of Sputnik that will be
headed to Panacea Biotec for fill-finish of the vaccine into vials
 The cargo was quickly dispatched to Dr Reddy’s Labs, the Indian partner of the
Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF).
 The first tranche of Sputnik V that landed on May1 comprised 1.5 lakh doses of
the first component of the vaccine - Ad26
 Later, the second shipment that landed on May 16 contained 60,000 doses of the
second component of the vaccine – Ad5.
 Sputnik V was the third vaccine to be granted emergency use authorisation (EUA)
by the Indian drug regulator in mid-April after Bharat Biotech's Covaxin and
Serum Institute of India's Covishield.
 A commercial rollout of Sputnik V is slated by mid-June once the latest
consignment is approved after testing at the Central Drugs Laboratory (CDL) at
Kasauli.
 Dr Reddy’s had announced a soft launch of the vaccine in India on May 14 with a
limited pilot to test the cold chain by administering the vaccine to its own
employees in tie-up with Apollo Hospitals.
 The vaccine requires specialized handling and storage at temperatures between 18 to -20 degrees C
 However, Dr Reddy’s is already working on generating additional stability data for
storing the vaccine in the 2 to 8 degrees C range to enable a wider rollout of the
vaccine nationwide.
 The imported doses of the vaccine have been priced at Rs 995 per dose,
including a GST of 5%, by Dr Reddy’s Labs and Apollo Hospitals will be
administering it at around Rs1250 per dose.
 RDIF has tied up with five Indian manufacturers for manufacturing 852 million
doses, which is enough to vaccinate 42.6 crore people
 Dr Reddy’s has tied up with Bengaluru-based Shilpa Medicare for producing
vaccine doses for 10 crore people.
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 Biopharma major Biological E - has entered into an agreement with
Providence Therapeutics Holdings Inc for licencing the Canadian player’s
mRNA vaccine candidate, PTX-COVID-19-B
 The new vaccine will serve both the Indian market as well as some other markets.
 As part of the tie-up, Providence will transfer the technology for manufacturing its
mRNA vaccines in India to Biological E
 As per the agreement, the targeted capacity is 1 billion doses by 2022 and a
minimum production capacity of 600 million doses
 Apart from this, Providence will also export 30 million doses of the vaccine to India
from its existing North American facilities.
 Biological E will be responsible for all clinical development and regulatory
activities
 This includes applying for emergency use authorisation (EUA) for the messenger
RNA vaccine in India and the other jurisdictions licensed by it.
 The government – is planning to roll out a “Seniorcare Ageing Growth
Engine” (SAGE) project soon
 The project would select, support and create a “one stop access” to elderly care
products and services by credible startups.
 The proposals of these ‘startups’ will be selected based on innovations they can
provide
 The ‘innovations’ are expected to cater to a wide range of needs of seniors
ranging from health, housing, care centres, technology access to finances, wealth
management and legal guidance.
 The social justice ministry is planning to call for startups to apply to be a part of
SAGE project from June 5 through a dedicated portal.
 All proposals will be uploaded and selection will be based on blind review by an
independent screening committee of experts.
 The first set of selected startups will be hosted on the portal in about two months’
time.
 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment will be providing a fund of ₹1
crore as one-time equity to each selected start-up
 The government – has advised that the nursing mothers should be
encouraged and allowed to work from home for at least a year after the birth
of their child during the Covid-19 pandemic
 This was announced by the labour and employment ministry in an advisory to all
the states and Union territories on June 1.
 The advisory is the latest in a string of measures rolled out by the labour ministry
to extend social security to the working class population
 Accordingly, states and UTs should create enabling provisions in the Maternity
Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 to allow women to avail maternity benefits while
they are nursing children.
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 This practice should be encouraged in places where the nature of work assigned
to a woman is such that she may work from home.
 Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar in Punjab - has developed a first-ofits-kind Internet of Things (IoT) device – AmbiTag that can record real-time
ambient temperature
 “AmbiTAG” is India’s first indigenous temperature data logger developed for cold
chain management

 Available in the form of a USB device, AmbiTAG can record real-time ambient
temperature during the transportation of perishable products, vaccines, Covid-19
medicines, body organs, blood, food and dairy products, meat products etc.
 It is designed to continuously record the temperature of its immediate
surroundings from -40℃ to 80℃ in any time zone for a full 90 days on a single
charge.
 The device comes up with an alarm, which is generated when the temperature
goes beyond a pre-set limit.
 AmbiTag has a range of inbuilt features to customise logging intervals, time zone,
and alarms
 The device has been priced below ₹1000 to ensure the broader use of the device
in different applications
 AmbiTag in India is developed by the researchers at the IIT Ropar Technology
Innovation Hub - AWaDH and its startup ScratchNest.
 The ScratchNest is an IoT technology startup founded by four IIT Ropar students
 Mumbai-based start-up, Indra water - has developed “Vajra Kavach
Disinfection System” that can disinfect biomedical wastes
 It is designed to remove any possible traces of the disease-causing SARS-Cov-2
virus from personal protective equipment, N95 masks, coats, gloves and gowns.
 The equipment is being manufactured at Indra Water’s factory at Bhiwandi in
Mumbai, from where it is delivered to hospitals
 The system is capable of achieving a 1,00,000-fold reduction in the number of
microorganisms, such as viruses and bacteria
6 | Page

044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

 The system used a multistage disinfection process alongwith advanced oxidation,
corona discharge and UV-C light spectrum to inactivate the viruses and bacteria
to achieve 99.999% efficiency
 It has been installed in Mumbai’s Cama Hospital, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Hospital, St. George Hospital among other hospitals in Mumbai
 A 20-member start-up, Indra Water was set up with the Department of Science &
Technology’s NIDHI-PRAYAS grant (through Society for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, IIT Bombay) for developing innovations in the water sector

INTERNATIONAL
 France – announced to make a direct contribution of €1 million to the
International Solar Alliance
 The decision follows a conversation between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
French President Emmanuel Macron a few days ago.
 The amount is expected to benefit the ISA’s flagship programme, STAR-C (Solar
Technology Application Resource Centre)
 The programme aims to provide capacity building and training activities on all
aspects of solar energy development
 The contribution will particularly serve in skilling programmes in the Indo-Pacific
region and Africa
 France is the co-president of ISA alongwith India

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 The 5-nation grouping, BRICS foreign ministers – held a virtual meeting on
June 1, with the participation of External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
 The meeting was attended by Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, China’s
Foreign Minister Wang Yi South African Minister of International Relations Grace
Naledi Mandisa Pandor, and Brazil Foreign Minister Carlos Alberto Franco
 India hosted the meeting in its capacity as the chair of BRICS —Brazil-RussiaIndia-China-South Africa.
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 India and South Africa have been raising the issue of TRIPS — Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights — waiver for Covid 19 vaccines.
 For the first time, BRICS foreign ministers have agreed on a common, standalone
joint statement on reforming the multilateral system like UN Security Council
 Currently, during its own membership of the UN Security Council, India is Chair of
UN Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1988
 In his opening remarks, the External Affairs Minister said BRICS has come a long
way from the first time its foreign ministers met in New York in 2006
 The BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries of the world,
representing 41% of the global population, 24% of the global GDP and 16% of the
global trade
 Earlier, the 2nd edition of BRICS Sherpas’ and Sous Sherpas meeting was
convened under India’s Chair-ship from 25th to 28th of May to discuss the
preparations for the foreign ministers meeting
 Sherpa is personal representative of head of state or government, preparing an
international summit like G7 and G20 summits
 In the current context, BRICS Sherpas’ denotes representatives of BRICS
Nations.
 The first BRICS Sherpa meeting was held in 2019 under Presidency of Brazil in
Curitiba, Brazil.

PERSONALITIES
 Hong Kong mountaineer, Tsang Yin-hung - recorded “world’s fastest ascent
of Everest by a woman” in just under 26 hours.
 Former teacher, Yin-hung recorded the world's fastest ascent of Everest by a
woman after she scaled the 8,848.86-metre mountain within a time of 25 hours
and 50 minutes
 With the successful summit of Everest, the 44-year-old Yin-hung has broken the
record of 39 hours and 6 minutes set in 2017 by Phunjo Jhangmu Lama of Nepal.
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 Back in 2017, Tsang became the first Hong Kong woman to reach the top of Mt.
Everest and this is her third attempt at scaling the Himalayan peak.
 Nepal has issued a record 408 Everest permits for this climbing season after last
year’s season was cancelled due to the pandemic.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope - captured the photo of spiral galaxy called
“NGC 691”

 It is a spiral galaxy with a diameter of 130,000 light-years, located about 125
million light-years away in Aries constellation.
 The galaxy was discovered by German-born British astronomer William Herschel
in the year 1786.
 It is the collection of nine galaxies with different shapes and colours and referred
by various names such as “LEDA 6793, UGC 1305 and TC 448”.
 The galaxy consists of multiple ring structure, with three rings recognized in
infrared light.
 The New General Catalogue of Nebulae and Clusters of Stars (NGC) comprises
of 7,840 objects, such as star clusters, galaxies, emission & absorption nebulae
 The Hubble Space Telescope is the largest and most versatile telescope still in
operation
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 It was launched into low Earth orbit in the year 1990

AWARDS
 Indian economist and Nobel Laureate, Amartya Kumar Sen - was conferred
with “Princess of Asturias Award” in social sciences category

 He was selected for the Spain’s top prize, out of 41 candidates from 20 countries,
for his best-known work- “Poverty and Famines”.
 In this acclaimed work, Sen has demonstrated, “hunger is not a result of lack of
food, but is result of inequalities in its mechanisms of distribution.
 The award comprises of a Joan Miro sculpture as a symbol, an insignia, a
diploma, and a cash prize of 50,000 Euros.
 Amartya Sen has been teaching and working in United Kingdom and United
States since 1972.
 Currently, he is a professor in Thomas W. Lamont University and Professor of
Economics & Philosophy at Harvard University.
 In 1998, Sen won the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences and later in
1999, he was conferred with Bharat Ratna in the category of welfare economics.

OBITUARY
 Wildlife biologist K Ramkumar (43 years) – passed away due to Covid-19 at
a private hospital in Mayiladuthurai district on June 1.

 Ramkumar serves as the manager and project head of Wildlife Trust of India’s
Elephant Corridor Securement Project-South India
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 He had helped the forest department identify elephant corridors in the state and
was part of the team that identified 108 elephant corridors in the country.
 Ramkumar was also involved in conservation projects in Western Ghats.
 He had played a vital role in the documentation of elephant corridors in the
country that was published as a book ‘Right of Passage’ and the Project Elephant.
 A resident of Sirkazhi town, Ramkumar had done postgraduation in wildlife
biology in Mayiladuthurai.
 He had also done PhD in landscape of Coimbatore forest division, elephant
habitats, elephant corridors and elephant-human conflict.
 He was an expert in handling the geographic information system.
 Ramkumar had, along with the Wildlife Trust of India, played an important role in
retrieving the elephant corridors at Wayanad in Kerala and a few places in
Karnataka.

11 | Page

044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

