EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – MAY 7,
2021
TAMIL NADU
 On May 7, DMK president M K Stalin - will take oath as chief minister at a
low-key affair on the lawns of the Raj Bhavan in Guindy.
 A total of 33 ministers will form part of his cabinet.

 Senior leader Duraimurugan is among18 former ministers to be inducted into the
cabinet
 Palanivel Thiagarajan, son of late party heavyweight P T R Palanivel Rajan and a
former investment banker with Lehman Brothers, has been allocated finance
portfolio.
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 Former Chennai Mayor Ma Subramanian is among the 15 who would be first-time
ministers.
 Governor Banwarilal Purohit approved the recommendations of Stalin on
appointing the ministers and allocating the portfolios.
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 On May 6, Stalin staked claim to form the government after being unanimously
elected as legislature party leader by 133 MLAs, including eight MLAs who were
elected on DMK’s rising sun symbol.
 The DMK chief has inducted 15 new faces, reinforcing the party’s commitment to
bring in versatility, but kept his son and first time MLA Udhayanidhi out of the
council of ministers.
 There are two women members, former minister P Geetha Jeevan, and N
Kayalvizhi Selvaraj, who defeated BJP president L Murugan in Dharapuram in
Tirupur district by a slender margin.
 The new faces include former party whip R Sakkarapani, Vellore East district
secretary R Gandhi, Chennai former mayor Ma Subramanian, P K Sekar Babu
(Harbour), Palanivel Thiagarajan (Madurai Central), and Thiruverumbur MLA and
close confidante of Udhayanidhi, Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi.
 The party has rewarded erstwhile heavyweights of the AIADMK, who switched
loyalties in the past two decades, including K K S S R Ramachandran, S
Muthusamy, S R Rajakannappan, Anitha R Radhakrishnan and V Senthil Balaji.
 Ramachandran had served in the cabinets led by M G Ramachandran, J
Jayalalithaa and M Karunanidhi, holding PWD, cooperation, health and BC
welfare portfolios.
 Erode strongman Muthusamy was minister in MGR and Jayalalithaa regimes,
before switching sides.
 Senthil Balaji has been rewarded for helping the DMK win all four seats in Karur
district for which he was in charge.
 Rajakannappan was an influential minister in Jayalalithaa’s first cabinet and briefly
led a party, Makkal Tamil Desam.
 Except for K Ponmudi, who got back the higher education portfolio and Geetha
Jeevan, social welfare, other seniors did not get previously held portfolios.
 Thangam Thennarasu, who was speculated to retain school education, has been
given industries.
 The new government has also created a new ministry called water resources, and
announced changes in nomenclature of a few other ministries, including
agriculture-farmers’ welfare, environment-climate change, medical and family
welfare, fisheries-fishermen welfare, labour welfare and skill development,
information, social welfare and women empowerment, human resources
management and non-resident Tamils welfare.
 Tamil Nadu Department of Public Health (DPH) - has advised pregnant and
lactating women not to get vaccinated as they were not a part of the vaccine
trial.
 The advisory comes a week after the Federation of Obstetric and Gynecological
Societies of India (FOGSI) recommended Covid-19 vaccines for pregnant and
breastfeeding women, but with precautions to manage adverse events.
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NATIONAL
 An event organised by IIT Madras-incubated startup GUVI and All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) - set the Guinness World Records
for ‘most number of users to take a programming lesson in 24 hours’

 A total of 1,12,314 students, IT professionals and others participated in the ‘AIFor-India’ conducted on April 24 and 25
 The event was aimed to upskill participants in python programming language
 It had surpassed the previous record by having 50 times more participants.
 In addition, as many as 1.43 lakh users took part in the online training session to
build a face recognition app during the event.
 Swapnil Dangarikar, official adjudicator, Guinness World Records, presented the
certificate during the online session on April 30.
 This is the second world record that AICTE has been involved in the past one
year.
 Students and working professionals from all parts of the country, from the urban
centres to those in remote villages, worked on their mobile phones and laptops to
take programming lessons in Python.
 The training was offered in Tamil, Telugu and Hindi besides English.

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 On May 8, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - meets 27 EU heads of state and
government in a leaders’ meeting
 The meeting will happen in Porto, but PM Modi will join virtually.
 During the meeting, India and EU will resume formal negotiations for a
comprehensive free trade agreement (FTA) and an investment protection
agreement
 The other key deliverables would be a comprehensive connectivity partnership
agreement and one on recognising each other’s Geographical Indicators.
 India and EU will also resume a human rights dialogue
 The FTA Negotiations between India and EU have been suspended since 2013,
and in the past eight years, all attempts to seal the deal have failed.
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 After the India-EU summit in July 2020, the two sides had constituted a high level
task force which, after two rounds, believed they could smoothen the way for
resuming talks.

OBITUARY
 Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) leader and senior most politician, Chaudhary Ajit
Singh (82 years) - passed away due to Covid-19 complications on May 6

 An alumnus of IIT-Kharagpur and the Illinois Institute of Technology, Singh had
stints in multinational companies, such as IBM in the US
 He was forced to return home after his father, former Prime Minister Chaudhary
Charan Singh, suffered a brain stroke in November 1985.
 The next three-and-a-half decades saw the evolution of this computer scientist
into a hardcore politician who mastered the art of power politics.
 He was a union minister in the governments led by V.P. Singh (National Front),
P.V. Narasimha Rao (Congress), Atal Bihari Vajpayee (NDA) and Dr Manmohan
Singh (UPA).
 He became a Rajya Sabha member in 1986
 He went on to win many Lok Sabha elections from Baghpat in western Uttar
Pradesh, his father's constituency.
 He was the President of Lok Dal (A) and Janata Party in 1987 and 1988
 When VP Singh was Prime Minister, Ajit Singh took over as Industries Minister.
 Later, he joined the Congress and became Food Minister in the Narasimha Rao
government.
 He was Minister of Agriculture in the Vajpayee-led BJP government from 2001 to
2003.
 In 2011, his party joined the Congress-led UPA and he became Civil Aviation
Minister.
 Ajit Singh was an Lok Sabha MP from 1989 to 2014 with just one defeat in the
1998 polls
 He has practically retired from politics after losing two consecutive elections in
2014 and 2019
 Former vice chief of the air force, Air Marshal P M Ramachandran (86 years)
– passed away after a brief illness on May 6
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 Ramachandran had destroyed Portuguese patrol boat NR P Vega during the
liberation of Goa in1961
 Ramachandran was awarded Shourya Chakra for the attack on December 18,
1961.
 He was on a Vampire Mk 52 aircraft and had destroyed Portuguese gun bunkers
before turning his attention to the boat when it headed out from the Fort towards
an Indian Navy ship.
 Born in Dowleswaram in 1935, Ramachamdran graduated from the Defence
Services Staff College and National Defence College and was commissioned as a
fighter pilot into the Indian Air Force in1955.
 He was the first pilot from outside the Soviet Bloc to be permitted to fly the MiG-25
Foxbat in1979.
 As vice chief, he was responsible for the operational deployment of India’s short
range ballistic missile, Prithvi.
 Kalaimamani awardee M J C Comagan (48 years) - died of Covid-19 on May
6.

 Comagan was best known as the person starring in the hit song ‘Ovvoru
Pookalume’ from the 2003 Tamil film ‘Autograph’.
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 His blind orchestra, Comaganin Raaga Priya, made its way into the 2008
Guinness Book of World Record after the group sang 682 songs for 50 straight
hours.
 Comagan’s journey began in 1991 with he and nine friends began an orchestra,
comprising of visually impaired artists.
 Over the years, the group grew to 25 members and has given 3,500 musical
performances across nine countries.
 In February, Comagan was awarded the Kalaimamani award for excellence in the
field of art.

SPORTS
 New Zealand weightlifter, Laurel Hubbard - is set to become the first
transgender athlete to compete at the Olympic Games

 The 43-year-old, who was born male but transitioned to female in her 30s, is on
the verge of reaching the Tokyo Olympics under coronavirus-enforced new
qualifying rules.
 Hubbard, who also competed as a male, became eligible to lift as a woman after
showing testosterone levels below the threshold required by the International
Olympic Committee.
 She is aiming to make New Zealand’s Tokyo Olympics squad to contest the
women’s +87kg category, an event in which she is currently ranked 16th in the
world.
 Hubbard is already in the history books after becoming the first transgender
Commonwealth Games athlete at the Gold Coast in 2018, when she had to
withdraw after suffering an elbow injury that almost ended her career.
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