EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – MAY 4, 2021
-

TAMIL NADU
 On May 3, Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - resigned after the ruling
AIADMK suffered a defeat in the assembly election.
 Governor Banwarilal Purohit accepted the resignations of Palaniswami and his
council of ministers that were sent to Raj Bhavan.
 The Governor then dissolved the 15th Tamil Nadu legislative assembly.
 The governor’s office is preparing for the new dispensation to take charge.
 The DMK won 133 seats, while the AIADMK won 66 seats in the April 6 assembly
election.
 Former chief secretary and advisor to the EPS government, K Shanmugam,
advocate-general Vijay Narayan, state public prosecutor A Natarajan, government
pleader V Jayaprakash Narayanan and other law officers resigned their posts in
view of the regime change.
 Shanmugam was appointed advisor to the EPS for a period of one year from
January 31.
 Palaniswami chose Shanmugam, a Salem native, as chief secretary on June 30,
2019.
 He was to retire on July 31, 2020, but was given an extension twice by the Union
government after requests from EPS citing Covid management.

STATES
 Chief Minister of Odisha Naveen Patnaik - recently declared working
journalists of the State of Odisha as the frontline Covid-19 warriors.
 This announcement was made under the Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya
Bima Yojana. (GSSBY)
 Under the announcement, more than 6,500 journalists are to be benefitted in the
state.
 The GSSBY is a health insurance scheme that was launched for the journalists by
the Odisha government in the year 2018
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 The scheme provides two lakh rupees of health insurance cover to all the working
journalists of the state.
 The scheme includes cashless treatment in government and private hospitals.
 Several other states also declared journalists as frontline workers.

 This includes Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh.
 The significance of declaring journalists as frontline workers is that they will be
vaccinated in Phase I of Covid-19 vaccination programme of India.
 The beneficiaries of phase I of Covid-19 vaccination programme are health care
workers, frontline workers and those in the population greater than fifty years.
 The current frontline workers are home guards, armed forces, prison staff,
municipal workers, civil defence volunteers including disaster management
volunteers.

NATIONAL
 Indian Army - recently launched the first Green Solar Energy harnessing
plant in Sikkim for the benefit of troops of the Indian army.
 The 56 KVA plant uses Vanadium based battery technology.
 It was built at an altitude of 16,000 feet in collaboration with IIT-Mumbai
 The Indian Army recently launched a solar power plant at Jalandhar Cantonment
as a part of the “Go Green” initiative in April 2021
 It was constructed at a cost of Rs 5.16 crore over five acres of land
 The solar plant was dedicated to the military hospital in the cantonment.
 The project has installed 3,176 solar panels of Indian origin to produce 1MW of
solar energy.
 The project will produce 15 lakh units of solar power annually and will help save
Rs 1 crore per year.
 The Indian Navy - recently launched Operation Samudra Setu II to fulfil the
oxygen requirements of the country.
 Under the operation, warships have been deployed to carry liquid oxygen filled
cryogenic containers from various countries to India
 Two ships INS Talwar and INS Kolkata have been diverted for this operation.
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 INS Talwar will transport 40 million tonnes of oxygen from Manama, Bahrain to
Mumbai.
 INS Kolkata will proceed to Doha to get medical supplies and then travel to Kuwait
to get liquid oxygen tanks.

 Further, INS Airavat will be going to Singapore to carry liquid oxygen tanks.
 INS Jalashwa will also be diverted under the mission.
 The INS Shardul from the Southern Naval Command has been kept ready to join
the operation.
 Earlier, the Indian Railways has launched the Oxygen Express mission for
carrying the oxygen cylinders across the country
 Operation Samudra Setu I was launched in May 2020 to repatriate Indian citizens
from abroad during COVID-19.
 It successfully brought back 3,992 Indians to home safely.

INTERNATIONAL
 The United Nations - recently released the Global Forest Goals Report, 2021.

 According to the report, around 1.6 billion people representing 25% of global
population are dependent on forests for their survival
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 The report identified India’s key goal as the proposed addition of 200,000
hectares of tree and forest cover per year
 The report provides an overview of the six global forest goals out of the twenty-six
targets of UN strategic plan for forests.
 The United Nations Strategic Plan for forests was created to promote sustainable
forest management.
 It was to be implemented between 2017 and 2030.
 The main objective of the plan is to increase the forest area in the world by 3% by
2030.
 Accordingly, the UN aims to bring 120 million hectares of land under forest cover.
 The Democratic Republic of Congo - recently declared the end of the twelfth
outbreak of Ebola.
 The current Ebola outbreak was genetically linked to that of the outbreak which
happened in 2018-20.
 The 2014-16 outbreak of Ebola in West Africa is the largest Ebola outbreak since
the discovery of Ebola virus in 1976.
 In June 2019, the World Health Organisation declared outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of Congo as Global Health Emergency.
 At present, Guinea is another country that is fighting the Ebola outbreak
 The natural hosts of Ebola virus are the fruit bats and is transmitted from wild
animals to mankind
 The fatality rate of Ebola is 50%.
 The methods used to diagnose Ebola are ELISA, Serum neutralization test,
electron microscopy, virus isolation by cell culture, reverse transcriptase
polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR), antigen capture detection tests.
 In 2019, WHO also declared Ebola as one of the top ten threats to Global Health
in 2019.

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 The UK and Indian governments - to announce their first enhanced trade
partnership on May 4, 2021
 This was seen as a first step to a free trade agreement when UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson and Indian PM Narendra Modi hold a virtual meeting.
 A new UK-India trade and investment at a budget of billion pounds (₹10,000
crore) will also be announced.
 This will include an investment of £240 million (₹2,400 crore) by the Serum
Institute of India in the UK
 SII will undertake clinical trials, research and development and “possibly
manufacturing of vaccines” in Britain.
 SII has already started phase one trials in the UK of a nasal vaccine against
Covid-19 in partnership with US biotech Codagenix Inc.
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 Serum will also open a new sales office in the UK that is expected to generate
new business worth over $1 billion.
 In total there will be £533 million (₹5,400 crore) in new Indian investment in the
UK, creating around 6,500 jobs.
 This includes the creation of 1,000 jobs in the UK by the likes of Infosys and HCL
Technologies and new export deals with India worth more than £446 million
(₹4,500 crore).
 These include British Petroleum (BP) decarbonising Infosys’ campuses across
India, a deal for e-bicycles, and CMR Surgical exporting a surgical robotic system
to help Indian surgeons perform minimal access surgery.
 The enhanced trade partnership will lift restrictions on the export of British fruit
and medical devices to India
 It will enable the recognition of UK higher education qualifications in India as well
as include “a commitment to remove barriers preventing UK lawyers from
practising international law in India”.
 It will also work towards a comprehensive FTA which could lower or remove tariffs
on British products such as whisky.
 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Russian President Vladimir Putin
- recently agreed to establish “2+2 Ministerial Dialogue”.

 The “2+2 Ministerial” dialogue is held between the defence ministers and foreign
ministers.
 India holds similar dialogues with US, Australia and Japan.
 Russia is the first non-QUAD member with which India is to hold the dialogue.
 In 2021, President Vladimir Putin is to visit India to hold the India-Russia bilateral
summit.
 The summit is alternatively held in India and Russia.
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