EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – MAY 21, 2021
-

TAMIL NADU
 On May 20, Mucormycosis or Black fungus disease – was declared a
notified disease in Tamil Nadu by Governor Banwarilal Purohit under the
Tamil Nadu Public Health Act, 1939.
 Henceforth, all hospitals will have to report such cases to the health department
 Mucormycosis is a potentially fatal fungal infection found in Covid-19 patients or
those recently recovered
 The infected patients are treated with antifungal medication, Amphotericin B
 Notifying every case of Mucormycosis among Covid-19 patients including
screening, testing and treating it will now be a standardized procedure in hospitals
across the state.
 A registry will now record cases and deaths of the fungal infection, like it is done
for Covid-19, H1N1, SARS, dengue, malaria and cholera

 The state also set up a 10-member expert committee chaired by the directorate of
medical education, with DPH, senior ophthalmologists, ENT surgeons,
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diabetologists, pathologists and general medicine experts to roll out standard
protocols.
The clinical presentation of the disease indicates fungal molds may be entering
the body through unsanitized oxygen pipelines or contaminated water used in
humidifies or oxygen concentrator.
The fungus enters through the nose, hits the sinus and invades the eyes and
brain.
They thrive in high sugar environments such as in people with uncontrolled
diabetes.
Amid a rising shortage for Amphotericin B, the state government has ordered
5,000 vials from a private pharmaceutical company in Hosur.
Each patient needs 4-6 vials, depending on their weight and severity of the
infection.
The market price of the drug in Chennai is now ₹8,000 to ₹9,000 per 50ml vial.

 The Tamil Nadu government – has announced the reduction in the cost of
Covid-19 test in private labs across the state to Rs 900
 The revised cost will be applicable to those who do not hold the government
sponsored Chief Minister’s health insurance scheme
 The existing cap for testing Covid-19 in the private labs is Rs 1200
 Further, labs are allowed to charge an additional cost of Rs 300 if samples are
picked from home.
 Tamil Nadu, which has 267 labs, depends solely on the gold RT-PCR for testing.
 The state has about 69 government owned labs where tests are done free of cost.
 For the samples sent to private labs by the government, the government will now
pay Rs 550 against the previous ceiling of Rs 800.
 Labs that do pooling samples can charge Rs 400 per sample against Rs 600.
 If patients are visiting labs that are not empanelled under the state health
insurance scheme, then cost will be reimbursed by the United India Insurance
Company after review
 An average of 1.5 lakh people undergo tests in Tamil Nadu every day.
 In the last one year more than 2.5 crore people have undergone tests.
 According to government, Tamil Nadu has tested 2.8 lakh people per million
population against the national average of 2.2 lakh.
 At least 11 districts in the state are above the state average.
 The top four districts among them are - Kancheepuram (6.19 lakh), Chengalpet
(6.16 lakh), Nilgiris (6.06 lakh) and Chennai (5.6 lakh).

NATIONAL
 The Centre - has asked states and UTs to make “Mucormycosis” a notifiable
disease under the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, as cases are increasing
rapidly across the country.
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 Some, including Rajasthan and Telangana have already made it a notifiable
disease.
 A notifiable disease means the government has to be mandatorily informed about
any case that is detected.
 This will enable the government to collect data, analyse the surge and initiate
policy as well as clinical measures to tackle the issue.
 Apart from Covid-19, tuberculosis, cholera and diphtheria are among the other
notifiable diseases in the country.
 Meanwhile, India’s drug regulator approved five new companies to manufacture
the life-saving anti-fungal injection ‘Amphotericin B’, which is being used in
treatment of Mucormycosis, also known as ‘black fungus’
 The health ministry’s expert committee which advises Drugs Controller General,
recommended approval to Natco Pharma, Alembic, Emcure, Gufic and Lyka,
subject to certain conditions.
 The subject expert committee has asked companies to submit data on animal
pharmacokinetic studies within six weeks
 On May 20, the government - announced an extension in deadline for
several income tax related compliances, including filing of returns by
individuals.
 Individuals can now file returns up to September 30, instead of the earlier
deadline of July 31.
 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) said that it has also extended the
income tax return filing deadline for companies by a month to November 30.
 Further, the deadline for issuing Form 16 by employers to employees has been
extended by a month till July 15, 2021.
 On May 17, the Centre - released Rs 5,968 crore to 15 states for
implementing the Jal Jeevan Mission.
 This is the first of the four instalments to be released in the financial year 2021-22.
 Of the allocated funds, 93% are to be utilized for developing water supply
infrastructure, 2% for water quality monitoring and surveillance activities and 5%
for other support activities.
 The various states were assessed on the provision of tap water connections
under the scheme, based on which the central funds were released
 In 2021, the centre allocated Rs 50,011 crore to Jal Jeevan Mission in its budget.
 Apart from this, Rs. 26,940 crore has been recommended by the 15th Finance
commission for water and sanitation services
 Overall, Rs 1 lakh crore has been allocated for providing tap water supply to rural
homes in 2021-22.
 So far 4.17 crore households have been provided with tap water supply in the
country under the scheme.
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 The states and union territories such as Telangana, Goa, Puducherry and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands have been named as “Har Ghar Jal” state.

INTERNATIONAL
 On May 20, Sri Lanka’s parliament - passed a law to create the Colombo
Port City Economic Commission to oversee Chinese-built Port City in
Colombo
 According to Sri Lankan government, the Chinese-backed project would bring in
investment and boost the island-nation's economy.
 The 225-member Parliament approved the bill 148-59.
 The $ 1.4-billion Colombo Port City project, expected to play a key role in China's
ambitious ''Maritime Silk Road'' project, is said to be the single largest private
sector development in the island.
 The CHEC Port City Colombo Company, a unit of China Communications
Construction Company, is to invest for reclamation of land and construction of
infrastructure adjacent to the Port of Colombo.
 In return, it obtained the right to use 153 acres of marketable land on a 99-year
lease.
 The bill aims to provide for a ‘special economic zone’ to establish a commission to
grant registrations, licenses, authorisations and other approvals to operate
business in such economic zones.
 Sri Lanka, in recent years, has carried out various development projects with an
estimated $8-billion in loans.
 The huge Chinese loans caused global concerns, after Sri Lanka handed over the
strategic Hambantota Port to China in 2017 as debt swap, amounting to $1.2
billion for a 99-years lease.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 On May 18, the United Launch Alliance - launched the Atlas V Rocket
carrying ‘SBRIS Geo-5 Missile Warning Satellite’ for US Space Force
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 The two-stage rocket was launched from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station,
Florida.
 Weighing 4,850 kilograms, the satellite will provide technological assistance in
terms of missile warning, missile battle space, missile defence etc.,
 The mission, called Space-Based Infrared System Geosynchronous Earth Orbit
Flight 5 (SBIRS Geo-5), was delayed 24 hours after an issue arose during fueling
operations on May 17
 The Atlas V is fueled with liquid oxygen and rocket-grade kerosene in its first
stage and liquid oxygen and hydrogen in the upper stage.
 Built by Lockheed Martin, the $1 billion satellite is designed to detect and track
smokes produced by missile launches around the world using its onboard infrared
sensors.
 It will also enable U.S. and allied forces to prepare for any impending attacks
 As the US Space Force's fifth SBIRS satellite, it is part of a constellation that will
eventually contain six satellites.
 The satellite joins four other SBIRS satellites already stationed in equatorial
geosynchronous orbits
 SBIRS satellites detected and tracked more than 1,000 missile launches around
the world in 2020

SPORTS
 The U-17 Women’s World Cup - will be held in India from October 11 to 30
next year
 This was announced by the FIFA Council on May 20.
 India was earlier scheduled to host the 2020 U-17 World Cup but it was
postponed to 2021 before being cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
 The governing body then handed the hosting rights of the 2022 edition to India
last November.
 On the eve of the 71st FIFA Congress, the Council approved the dates.

RANKINGS
 Gautam Adani, the head of the infrastructure-to-renewable energy
conglomerate and the second-richest Indian - is now the second-richest
Asian, behind Reliance Group’s Mukesh Ambani.
 On May 20, Adani surpassed Zong Shanshan, the head of a China-based
beverages-to-pharma conglomerate.
 Globally, Mukesh Ambani is the 13th richest, while Adani is at the 14th place.
 As of May 20, Adani’s total net worth was $66.5 billion compared to Zhong
Shanshan’s $63.6 billion and Ambani’s $76.5 billion, according to Bloomberg
Billionaires Index.
 Adani’s wealth rose by $32.7 billion this year, while Ambani has lost $175.5
million, as per a report by Bloomberg.
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 Adani’s rapid rise in fortunes happened in the last one year since May 2020,
following the increase in stock price of each of the group’s six listed companies.
 From about $20 billion at the start of May last year, the Adani Group’s aggregate
market capitalisation is now nearly $115 billion — a rise of nearly six times.
 In comparison, the Reliance Group’s aggregate market cap has moved up from
nearly $125 billion to just over $178 billion now.
 In the last one year, the stock of Adani Total Gas has jumped by 1,145%, the
most among all the six group companies.
 Further, Adani Enterprises has jumped 827%, Adani Transmission 617%, Adani
Green Energy 433% and Adani Power 189%
 On May 19, Adani Green Energy said that it will acquire SB Energy, Soft-Bank’s
Indian renewable energy business, for an enterprise value of $3.5 billion.
 In March, Adani Group also bought out its partners’ stakes in a port in Andhra
Pradesh.

P-305 BARGE SINKING DUE TO CYCLONE
TAUKTAE – A REPORT
 The Indian Navy’s search and rescue teams - recovered 49 bodies of crew
members of the barge Papaa (P-305) that sank 70km in the Arabian sea off
the Mumbai coast due to Cyclone Tauktae.
 The search for 26 personnel still missing continues with six naval warships, P8I
maritime surveillance aircraft, and Chetak Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) and
Sea King helicopters involved in the effort.
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 The barge P305 had 261 personnel on board, and 186 of them had been rescued
till now.
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 Warships INS Kochi, INS Kolkata, INS Beas, INS Betwa, INS Teg are involved in
the search and rescue operations, while INS Talwar was the 'On-Scene
Coordinator' off Gujarat coast
 Three barges and an oil rig with 695 personnel on board went adrift on May 17
 These included barge P305 with 261 persons, cargo barge GAL Constructor with
137 personnel on board, accommodation barge SS-3 with 196 personnel on
board and the Sagar Bhushan oil rig with 101 personnel on board
 The Navy identified the tugboat, named Varapradha, after two of its crew
members were saved by INS Kolkata when it was undertaking search ops for P305.
 The ill-fated barge Papaa 305 moved only 200 metres away from the unmanned
offshore platform where it was working, which appears to be an error in decision
making
 The decision to move to safe position was usually taken by the Master of the
barge, as per projections of cyclone’s wind speed and depression
 Afcons had chartered the vessel for ONGC contract
 There were 99 floating vessels working for ONGC in western offshore when IMD’s
first alert came in on May 11.
 On May 13, ONGC ordered all 243 fixed installations into ‘sea survival mode’ and
floating vessels to move to safety.
 All did oblige to the order, except five vessels, including the three Afcons barges.
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