EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – APRIL 14, 2021
TAMIL NADU
 On April 13, the All-India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) - relaxed
the norm that mandated 50% admissions in the previous year to apply for
new courses for 258 engineering colleges in Tamil Nadu.
 As per the new rule, these colleges, even without 50% admissions in last year,
can apply to start a new course by closing one of the existing courses.
 In its approval process handbook for 2021-22, the AICTE stated that new courses
will be allowed only in case of more than 50% overall enrollment in the last year.
 Earlier, Consortium of Self-Financing Professional, Arts and Science Colleges in
Tamil Nadu has got the interim stay against the new regulation at the Madras high
court for its member colleges
 The consortium also sent a representation to the AICTE to give relaxation as per
the court order.
 Engineering colleges with NBA accredited courses can start up to four new
courses, while the colleges without NBA accreditation can start one new course
by closing one of the existing courses.
 The National Green Tribunal - Southern Zone (NGT- SZ) - has given its
approval to the ₹565 crore Mettur Sarabanga lift irrigation project
 The project was inaugurated by Chief Minister Edapaddi K Palaniswamy on
February 27.
 It is designed to irrigate 4,200 acres of land in Edappadi, Sankagiri, Omalur and
Mettur taulks
 The project aims at diverting surplus water from Mettur reservoir through 100
tanks, lakes and ponds.
 The objections raised include a proper environment impact assessment (EIA)
study or prior environmental clearance (EC) from the ministry of environment,
forest and climate change (Mo-EF&CC)
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 Later, NGT constituted a joint-committee, consisting of representatives from MoEF&CC, state environment impact assessment authority (SIEAA) and Tamil Nadu
public works department (PWD)
 The joint-committee was mandated to look into the issue and recommend
necessary action, if there are any violations.

 According to EIA Notification, 2006 and its subsequent amendments, river valley
and hydroelectric projects within 2,000 hectares do not need prior EC.
 Citing this, the joint-committee’s report said the Mettur Sarabanga lift irrigation
project was exempted from mandatory prior ED rule before commencing
construction work.
 The joint-committee also noted that the state undertook EIA studies through an
accredited consultant (WAPCOS Limited), though the project activity does not
attract the provisions of the EIA Notification, 2006
 The report further mentioned that the government is trying to use flood surplus
water for a period of 30 days in a year so that it will be useful for agriculture to
recharge ground water in the area.
 Since the panel did not observe any violation during its inspection, it
recommended no environmental compensation or penalties.
 Chennai-based Dr Soosan Jacob - has been named among the world’s top
100 most influential women ophthalmologists.

 Dr Jacob was listed in the compilation of the prestigious ‘Power List-2021’
 The list is compiled every year by international publication ‘The Ophthalmologist’
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 It is based on national and international recognition of the women
ophthalmologists among peers
 Dr Soosan Jacob specializes in cornea, refractive and cataract surgeries.
 She is the Director and Chief, Refractive and Cornea Foundation and Senior
Consultant, Cataract and Glaucoma Services at Dr. Agarwal’s Group of Eye
Hospitals, Chennai
 A IIT Madras incubated startup, ‘The ePlane Company’ – has designed an
electric flying taxi to transport people in the urban areas
 It is designed to carry people to their destination 10 times faster, and is safer,
economical, noise free and eco-friendly
 The battery powered taxi will have a capacity of 200kg payload to accommodate
two passengers.
 The flying taxi can be booked on the smartphone using the App designed for the
purpose
 A scaled down version of the taxi, with 50kg payload capacity, will undergo tests
in July 2021 and the final prototype is expected to be ready in early 2022.

 The plane, powered by lithium-ion batteries, will have a vertical takeoff and
landing and will be operated by a pilot.
 It will fly at around 0.5km to 2km altitude at a speed of around 200km per hour.
 In a single charge, the taxi will be able to make 10 to 20 trips covering a total of
200kms.
 The taxi will take only 10 minutes to cover 10km, thereby cutting down travel time
by 10 times
 The cost of commute may be 1.5 to two times of a normal taxi.

STATES
 On April 14, the Bohag Bihu Bird count – was begun in Assam by Bird
Count of India (BCI), a non-governmental organisation.
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 The four day bird count census will be conducted with the participation of general
public
 This is the first time BCI is launching Bohag Bihu bird count in the state
 People residing outside Assam can also participate and share their respective
checklist with the account named ‘Bihu bird’ on eBird.org, a citizen science
platform for the bird watchers
 Bohag Bihu is the traditional ethnic festival celebrated in Assam.
 It marks the beginning of Assamese New Year.
 The onset of Bohag marks the starting of Rongali Bihu.
 During Rongali Bihu, many migratory species of birds that visited Assam and its
surrounding regions during winter start flying back to their homes.

NATIONAL
 On April 13, Prime Minister Narendra Modi – inaugurated the 6th edition of
the Raisina Dialogue 2021 through video conferencing

 The conference is being held virtually this time due to the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic.
 Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen and President of Rwanda Paul
Kagame participated in the inaugural session as chief guests.
 Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and European Council President Charles
Michel will be a part of the subsequent sessions of the dialogue.
 Foreign ministers of Singapore, Japan, Portugal and 14 other countries will also
take part in the event
 India’s flagship global conference on geopolitics, Raisina Dialogue, is organized
by the Ministry of External Affairs and Observer Research Foundation, a think
tank
 The dialogue was held under the theme: ‘Viral World: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out
of Control’
 A total of 50 sessions will be held and 150 speakers from 50 countries and
multilateral organisations will attend the event virtually
 The Dialogue will be held till April 16
 It is named after Raisina Hill where the seat of Government of India is located.
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 Raisina Hill is an area in New Delhi that houses the most important buildings of
India namely Rashtrapati Bhavan and the secretariat building that house Prime
Minister Office and several other ministers Office
 The Dialogue was structured on the lines of Shangri-La Security Dialogue and
held for the first time in 2016.
 NITI Aayog – launches ‘Poshan Gyan’, a national digital repository on health
and nutrition

 It has been launched in association with the Centre for Social and Behaviour
Change, Ashoka University, and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation on April 13,
2021
 The event was addressed by the NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr. Rajiv Kumar and
CEO Amitabh Kant
 The repository covers 14 thematic areas of health and nutrition across various
media types, languages, target audiences, and sources.
 Poshan Gyan is an online resource that can be accessed by any person seeking
information on improving nutritional outcomes.
 It consists of various materials that were created by government agencies and
other developmental organisations.
 The materials held by Poshan Gyan cover wide range of topics such as
complementary feeding, antenatal care, adolescent health, anaemia prevention,
diet diversity, etc.
 In Global Hunger Index, 2020, India ranked 94th out of 107 countries.
 The National Nutrition Mission or the Poshan Abhiyan aims to improve nutritional
outcomes in children, lactating mothers and pregnant women.
 The mission aims to reduce undernutrition, stunting, anaemia and low birth weight
by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% respectively by 2022.
 The National Nutrition Mission is backed by the National Nutritional Strategy
prepared by NITI Aayog.
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 The main aim of the strategy is to attain “Kuposhan Mukt Bharat” or ‘Malnutrition
Free India’ by 2022.
 On April 13, the Government – has announced its decision to provide
quicker access to foreign-made vaccines in the country
 In this aspect, the centre has decided to halt bridging trial studies prior to grant of
emergency authorization of these vaccines
 This decision would be applicable to the vaccine shots approved by recognised
regulators like the US FDA or UK’s MHRA
 It has been taken considering the surge in Covid-19 cases during the ongoing
second wave of the infection, which calls for urgent and increased availability of
vaccines.
 Accordingly, foreign-manufactured vaccines granted emergency approval by drug
regulators of the US, the EU, Japan and the UK or those listed with WHO for
emergency use will be given the exemption.
 But, post-approval parallel bridging clinical trials will be conducted in the Indian
population for such foreign vaccines.

 Further, the first 100 beneficiaries of such foreign vaccines shall be assessed for
seven days for safety outcomes before a wider rollout for the immunisation
programme.
 The change in rules should allow import of vaccines such as those made by Pfizer
and Moderna.
 The government said it would carry out price and supply negotiations with vaccine
makers.
 The Phase 3 of the e-Courts project - has proposed a 24/7 digital window to
litigants and lawyers to file cases from anywhere, anytime with the
provision of scheduling digital hearings in an open court
 The digital mechanism plans to use the technology of artificial intelligence (AI) to
recommend schedules for hearing by optimization and coordination of schedules
and time of various stakeholders (judges, lawyers and litigants)
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 The Centre’s ambitious e-Courts project, initiated in 2005, has completed two
phases so far.
 At a cost of ₹2,300 crore, it has computerised almost all 19,000 functional district
and subordinate courts with broadband connectivity and equipped judges and
courtrooms with modern communication gadgets.
 The Supreme Court e-Committee is responsible for policy planning and strategic
direction.
 The next phase of the judicial reforms envisages complete transformation of
Indian courts into digital platforms
 It plans to introduce facilities of e-Pay, e-Summons, e-Hearings and e-Judgment
 Under this phase, litigants can appear remotely, schedule hearings at their
convenience and an option of choosing alternative dispute resolution mechanism
or a regular case while e-Filing.
 It has proposed an ‘interoperable criminal justice system’ where connectivity
between courts, prison and police will be maintained to ensure speedy trial of
cases and limiting adjournments on account of non-appearance of witnesses or
unavailability of lawyers.
 The digital court will provide for a data exchange protocol embedded with a
privacy policy.
 During the second phase of the e-Courts project, more than 3,400 courts were
made video-conference compatible, providing connectivity with prisons.
 These facilities are already available in the Supreme Court and high courts.
 The third phase of the project proposes to enable transcription of court
proceedings from audio/video format to typed digital record
 This can be made available to litigants and lawyers as authenticated digital court
record immediately after the end of hearings.
 The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) – recently launched a new
App ‘Little Guru’ in association with the Gamapp Sportswizz Tech Private
Limited.

 It is a specialized mobile application for learning Sanskrit in an ‘interactive’
gamified platform.
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 The app was launched during the celebrations of the 71st Foundation Day of
ICCR.
 It will help people to learn Sanskrit in an easy manner based on competition,
games, peer to peer interactions, etc.
 During the 71st foundation celebrations of ICCR, Chinese kids of age 6-7 years
who are learning Indian dance forms performed dances based on the theme
“Azadi ka Amrit”.
 The idea of ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ was launched by PM Modi in March 2021.
 It is a series of events organized by the Centre to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of independence.
 It was launched 75 weeks ahead of the 75th independence anniversary on March
12, 2021 to commemorate 91 years of Dandi March.
 The Niti Aayog - recently launched the India Energy Dashboards Version
2.0.

 The new version is designed to provide single window access to the data related
to utilisation, pricing, production, distribution of energy in the country.
 It will display the data collected from Central Electricity Authority, Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas and from Coal Controller’s Organisation.
 The India Energy Dashboard Version 1.0 was launched in 2017.
 The new version of the India Energy Dashboard provides data between the
financial years 2005-06 and 2019-20.
 It provides technical and financial data of electricity utilities.
 The portal allows data download in convenient spreadsheet formats.
 It also provides data from various government schemes such as Saubhagya,
PRAAPTI, UJALA and Vidyut PRAVAH.
 The Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan -recently
launched “Mission Aahaar Kranti”.
 The mission aims to spread the message of the importance of nutritionally
balanced diet.
 It will also promote the importance of accessibility to local fruits and vegetables.
 The mission is also co-launched by the Vijnana Bharti and Global Scientists and
Technocrats Forum.
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 The motto of the mission is “Good Diet-Good Cognition”.
 Malnutrition is the major contributing factor to one-third child deaths in the country.
 Apart from children, 23% of women and 20% of men in the country are
malnourished.
 Union Minister Piyush Goyal - recently launched a platform called “eSanta”
for selling marine products directly to the buyers.
 The portal is available in languages such as English, Tamil, Telugu, Hindi, Odiya
and Bengali.
 The initiative was the brainchild of the National Centre for Sustainable
Aquaculture (NaCSA).
 NaCSA is an arm of Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA)
that operates under Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
 The portal aims to increase shrimp production from the current 40,000 tonnes to
six to seven lakh tonnes.
 It will benefit 18,000 farmers who are currently contributing to marine exports of
the country.
 The aqua products are exported to America, European Union, China, Japan and
other Asian countries.
 The fishing industry in India contributes to 1.07% of total GDP.
 The fish production in India has increased from 7.52 lakh tonnes in 1950-51 to
125.90 lakh tonnes in 2018-19.

SUPREME COURT VERDICT
 The Supreme Court - has allowed the dismantling of decommissioned
aircraft carrier, INS Viraat
 It had dismissed a plea by a Thane-based group which wanted to buy the iconic
aircraft carrier to convert it into a maritime museum.
 The iconic vessel has been lying in Gujarat's ship-breaking yard of Alang since
September 2020.
 A bench of Chief Justice of India S A Bobde and Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian rejected the plea by M/s Envitech Marine Consultants Private
Ltd
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 The court noted that, as more than 30% of dismantling has already been done, it
was not possible to interfere at this stage.
 INS Viraat was commissioned into the Indian Navy in 1987 and retired from
service in 2017
 Following its decommissioning, the Mumbai company had bid for it successfully at
₹ 38.54 crore.
 Earlier attempts by states like Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra to turn it into a
museum did not work out.

INTERNATIONAL
 US troops - will leave fully from Afghanistan by September 11, 20 years after
the world’s biggest terrorist attack on 9/11.
 President Biden is expected to make the announcement on April 14, 2021
 This brings an end to the longest war the US was drawn into, surpassing the 19
years it has spent in Vietnam.
 Earlier, the Trump administration negotiated the May 1 exit deadline with the
Taliban
 There are estimated 2,500-3,500 regular US troops in Afghanistan, with an
unknown number of special forces and secret operatives.
 There are also thousands of allied Nato troops, and the European allies of United
States.
 On April 13, US health agencies - recommended pausing the use of Johnson
& Johnson’s Covid vaccine for at least a few days
 The decision follows after six women under 50 given the shot developed rare
blood clots
 Following the news, J&J said it was delaying the rollout of the vaccine to Europe
 South Africa suspended giving J&J vaccine shots as a “precautionary measure”
 The recommendation was aimed at providing information to healthcare providers
so they can diagnose, treat and report such clots.
 According to the FDA, there had been one reported death among the recipients,
while another person was critical.
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 The J&J cases were “very similar” to the AstraZeneca ones and both use an
adenovirus vector.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) - recently
released the image of massive dunes in Mars to mark the 20th anniversary of
Odyssey.

 The set of images released were clicked on the Mars at 172.1 degrees east
longitude and 80.3 degrees north latitude.
 The planet looked in electric blue colour in the image, which was titled as “Blue
Dunes on the Red Planet”.
 The image combines shots taken by the Mars Orbiter Odyssey in December 2002
and November 2004.
 The image had two types of dunes – bluish and yellowish.
 The bluish dunes represented colder climates, while the yellowish dunes
represented warmer climates.
 Dunes are landform made by wind or water driven sand.
 The Dunes captured in Mars were as big as the American state of Texas.
 The Thermal Emission Imaging System (THEMIS) instrument on the Mars
Odyssey captured the shots.
 It had sent more than one million images since it began orbiting the planet.
 Odyssey is the longest lasting spacecraft in Mars till date.
 It was launched on April 7, 2001 and arrived at Mars on October 24, 2001.
 Odyssey detected large amounts of Hydrogen and water ice on the surface of the
red planet.
 The scientists from Aryabhatta Research Institute - have discovered a new
galaxy that emits gamma rays.
 The new galaxy has been categorised as Narrow Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1).
 It belongs to the category of high redshifted galaxies and located at a distance of
31 billion light years away from the earth.
 The redshifted galaxies are those galaxies that emit longer wavelength.
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 As the wavelength of light gets longer, the light turns redder and hence the name
is given as “redshifted” in astronomy.
 The researchers used Subaru Telescope located in Hawaii, USA to conduct their
study.
 The new galaxy is unique and different from the other NLS1s discovered so far.
 The NLS1s discovered so far that emitted gamma rays were at lower redshifts.
 This is the first gamma emitting NLS1 discovered to be at higher redshift.
 The newly discovered gamma ray emitting NLS1 is 13.8 billion years old.
 It was formed when the universe was 4.7 billion years old.

ECONOMY
 The Ministry of Finance - recently released the tax collection figures for the
financial year 2020-21.
 According to the data, the direct tax collections for the financial year 2020-21
stood at Rs 9.45 lakh crore.
 The direct tax collections include personal income tax collections and corporate
tax collections.
 Out of the total collections, Rs. 4.88 lakh crore was collected as personal income
tax, while Rs. 4.57 lakh crore was collected as corporate tax
 As per the figures, the gross collection of direct tax for the year 2020-21 was Rs
12.06 lakh crore.
 The gross collection of direct tax is the net amount before adjusting refunds.
 In 2020-21, the government refunded Rs 2.61 lakh crore, which is 42.1% higher
than that of 2019-20.
 In 2019-20, the centre refunded Rs 1.83 lakh crore.

AWARDS
 The Frances McDormand starrer ‘Nomadland’ - was the big winner at the
74th British Academy for Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) awards held at
Royal Albert Hall on April 11
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 The movie bagged four trophies — Best Film, Best Actress, Best
Cinematography, and Best Director.
 The film’s director Chloe Zhao became the first woman of colour and the second
woman to win BAFTA for the movie.
 Frances McDormand won the best actress award for the movie, which has also
won People’s Choice Award and Golden Globe Award earlier.
 The best actor trophy was received by eighty-three-year-old Anthony Hopkins.
 Indian Netflix film “The White Tiger” was nominated for two categories - best actor
(Adarsh Gourav) and best adapted screenplay, but couldn’t win both.
 Prince William, who had been due to attend and make a speech in his role as
president of Britain’s film academy, was absent following the death of his
grandfather Prince Philip, husband of Queen Elizabeth II
 The ceremony opened with a tribute to Philip, who was the academy’s first
president in 1959.
 Presenters including Hugh Grant and Priyanka Chopra announced the winners
from the stage, but recipients accepted their honours remotely without any
audiences
 The BAFTA is presented to honour the best international and British contributions
to films.

OBITUARY
 Balbir Singh Junior, Hockey legend (88 years)

 Balbir was a member of the silver medal-winning 1958 Asian Games Indian
hockey team
 He passed away on April 11 following a heart failure
 Born on May 2, 1932, at Sansarpur in Jalandhar, which is known as the nursery of
hockey players, Balbir took to hockey when he was six.
 He was first selected to play for the Indian hockey team in 1951.
 Balbir had also captained the Panjab University team in the Inter-University
hockey tournaments apart from playing in the Punjab team before joining the
Indian Railways team in the 1950s.
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 He was instrumental in guiding Indian Railways to a hat-trick of national titles in
1957, 1958 and 1959.
 In the 1958 Asian Games in Tokyo, Balbir was picked in the team as a back-up to
Balbir Singh Senior as a centre-forward but played as an inside-left in the
tournament.
 In 1962, he joined the Army as an emergency commissioned officer and played
for the Services hockey team.
 Singh retired as a major in 1984 and later settled in Chandigarh.

NATIONAL DAY
 Ambedkar Jayanti (Bhim Jayanti) - April 14

 Every year on April 14, Ambedkar Jayanti is celebrated to commemorate the
memory of Dr B. R. Ambedkar.
 This year marks the 130th birth anniversary of Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, also
known as Babasaheb Ambedkar
 PM Narendra Modi will release four books based on Ambedkar's life, written by
Kishor Makwana, on the day
 The Day is celebrated as ‘Equality Day’ as Ambedkar fought for equality
throughout his life
 India has placed a demand to celebrate his birthday as International Equality Day
to the United Nations
 BR Ambedkar, the 'architect of the Indian constitution', was a freedom fighter, an
economist and a jurist.
 He was the force behind the Dalit Buddhist Movement in India and served as the
country’s first Minister of Law and Justice.
 Since 2015, April 14 is observed as an official public holiday in India.
 Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 in Mhow of Madhya Pradesh
 In 1932, he signed Poona Pact with Madan Mohan Malaviya.
 Ambedkar founded Independent Labour Party in 1936 and converted to Buddhish
in the year 1956
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 After Lahore resolution, in 1940, he wrote a book called “Thoughts on Pakistan”.
 Ambedkar was the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of Constituent Assembly.
 In 1990, Ambedkar was bestowed with Bharat Ratna and his portrait was unveiled
in the Central Hall of Parliament.
 The period between April 14, 1990 and April 14, 1991 was observed as “Year of
Social Justice”.
 In 2015, the Government of India issued Rs. 10 and Rs. 125 coins to mark his
125th birth anniversary.
 The United Nations celebrated Ambedkar Jayanti for three consecutive years, in
2016, 2017 and 2018.
 In 2020, Canada celebrated Ambedkar birthday as Dr B R Ambedkar Day of
Equality.
 In 2021, the Government of British Columbia announced to celebrate his birthday
as Dr B R Ambedkar Equality Day
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