EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – MARCH 19,
2021
TAMIL NADU
 Chennai-based Data Patterns (India) Private Limited - delivered an
indigenous checkout system for Isro’s Gaganyaan programme on March 17.
 The system checks cable harness assemblies used in the Gaganyaan crew
module.
 It assesses high voltage insulation, continuity, isolation, current carrying capacity
and other electrical parameters of the harness assemblies.
 Data Patterns has supplied the 14,000-point countdown checkout system for the
second launch pad
 The company has three decades of association with the Department of Space and
Isro
 It has also upgraded the launch vehicle tracking radars and has supplied the XBand and C-Band weather radars to Isro
 Most of the electronics components of the launch vehicle are checked with Data
Patterns’ indigenous test system solutions.
 Chennai-based startups Adiuvo Diagnostics and Planys Technologies have emerged as winners and first runner-up respectively of Qualcomm's
Design in India Challenge 2020, a hardware startups incubation program.
 Twelve startups were selected among various applicants for incubation in areas of
technology, business and intellectual property rights.
 Three winners were chosen after completing the annual incubation cycle.
 Adiuvo Diagnostics was picked as the winner for its solution for early disease
detection through optoelectronics, bagging an award of ₹65 lakh.
 Adiuvo won the challenge for developing a multispectral imaging device combined
with a Machine Learning algorithm
 The device is capable of label-free detection and classification of wound infectioncausing bacteria and fungi in just under two minutes.
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 Chennai’s Planys Technologies is an Internet of Underwater Things (IoUT)
startup, which finished as the first runner-up
 It has developed an underwater drone platform and bagged an award of ₹50 lakh.
 Bengaluru’s Wellnesys Technologies, makers of digital healthcare tools, came in
as second runner-up winning ₹35 lakh.
 In addition to awards for the top three startups, the challenge also offers patent
filing guidance and reimbursements, business accelerator services, and access to
Qualcomm's Innovation Lab among others.
 For the current cycle, Qualcomm Design in India Challenge received 155
applications from over 20 states.
 Launched in 2016, the program has incubated 65 hardware and artificial
intelligence (AI) startups and distributed a total awards of ₹12.3 crore, till now

STATES
 Haryana Assembly – passes damage to property bill by a voice vote amid
protests by the opposition members
 On March 18, the state assembly has approved the ‘Haryana recovery of
damages to property during disturbance to public order Bill 2021’
 The bill provides for recovery of damages to property caused by people during
agitations, including riots and violent disorder
 It also intends to constitute a claims tribunal to assess damages caused and
award compensation

NATIONAL
 On March 18, Minister for Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari –
announced the details of vehicle scrapping policy in Lok Sabha
 Accordingly, personal vehicles of more than 20-years will be deregistered from
June 1, 2024, if they fail in an automated fitness test or their registration certificate
is not renewed.
 Similarly, 15 year-plus commercial vehicles will be deregistered from April 1,
2023.
 Further, the government will advance launch the mandatory obtaining of fitness
test certificates for personal vehicles from the automated testing centres in 10
most polluting cities.
 The initiatives are part of government’s plan for replacing old polluting vehicles
with technologically advanced and greener ones across the country.
 Gadkari told both Houses of Parliament that a number of incentives will be offered
to people for retiring their old vehicles.
 He issued advisory urging vehicle manufacturers to offer a 5% discount in the
price of new vehicles
 The minister said the states are also being advised to give discounts on the road
tax
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 Further, the Minister announced that all physical toll booths across the National
Highways network will be removed and a complete GPS-based toll collection
system will be rolled out within one year.
 According to official estimates, currently there are 51 lakh light motor vehicles in
the country, which are over 20 years old and 34 lakh light motor vehicles, which
are over 15 years old.

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 On March 17, Italy - joined International Solar Alliance (ISA) upgrading its
partnership with India in a year that coincided with its G-20 Presidency and
co-presidency of COP26.
 The ambassador of Italy to India, Vincenzo de Luca, signed the Italian
membership to the International Solar Alliance (ISA).
 For Italy, solar energy is the second source for the production of electricity from
renewable sources, preceded only by hydroelectricity.
 Moreover, Italy is currently the sixth country in the world for installed solar
capacity and second in the European Union.
 The ISA, whose Secretariat is based in Delhi, was launched in Paris in 2015 by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion of the UN Climate Change
Conference, COP21
 The ISA forum was created with the aim of development of solar energy
production technologies and to enhance sustainable development and strengthen
energy security, as well as provide greater access to energy for developing
countries.
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 On January 8, 2021, an amendment was made to the framework agreement of
ISA which opened the membership of the Alliance to all the members of the
United Nations
 ISA is a treaty-based intergovernmental alliance comprising of 121 countries.
 These ‘sunshine’ countries are located either completely or partly in between
Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn.
 Indian IT companies, Wipro and Tech Mahindra – to collaborate with the
companies of Finland to develop the 5G and 6G technologies for using in
Indian and other markets.
 The tech company, Nokia has already started working in the rural areas of India
so as to expand the 5G applications.
 Finland has been a pioneer in technologies such as 2G, 3G and 4G.
 The Indian tech companies will partner with the institutes of Finland for the
collaboration and expansion of 5G technologies and evolution of the 6G
technologies.
 This was announced after the Indian Prime Minister and Prime Minister of Finland
held a virtual summit on March 16, 2021.
 During the summit, both the Prime Ministers reviewed the ongoing collaboration in
the fields of innovation, research & development, energy & clean technologies
and trade & investment.
 Both the sides agreed over the “ongoing collaboration in joint development of
Quantum Computer using the artificial intelligence”.
 The Quantum computer is being developed after collaboration between the Indian
Institute of Science, Education & Research, Pune, and the Aalto University,
Finland.
 The two countries will also be focusing on the areas of future ICT, quantum
technologies & computing, future mobile technologies, 6G research and
development, digital transformation, future education, cybersecurity, artificial
intelligence and blockchain technologies.

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 The sixth India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) Women’s Forum meeting - was
organised on March 16, 2021 in virtual mode.
 The meeting was conducted with the support of the Ministry of Women and Child
Development.
 The inaugural address for the meeting was delivered by the Chair of 6th IBSA
Women’s Forum, Smriti Zubin Irani.
 During the virtual meeting, the forum discussed the issues which have contributed
to the transformation in the lives of women and eliminate the gender-based
discrimination & violence against women.
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 Further, the meeting discussed on developing a strategic roadmap in order to
promote the gender equality agenda to achieve the sustainable development
goals.

PERSONALITIES
 Senior diplomat, Arindam Bagchi – is set to be the new spokesperson of
Ministry of External Affairs

 The incumbent, Anurag Srivastava, will take Bagchi's place as joint secretary of
the northern division which handles Nepal and Bhutan.
 An IFS officer of 1995 batch, Bagchi has in the past served as India's ambassador
to Croatia and before that as deputy high commissioner in Sri Lanka
 Srivastava, a former ambassador to Ethiopia, served as joint secretary of the
external publicity division for 11 months.
 Bagchi, who in the past has also served as director in PMO, had taken over as
joint secretary of the northern division in July last year
 He was also the pointperson for Bhutan.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-National Institute of
Oceanography (CSIR-NIO), Goa - has launched the “TraceBioMe Project”
with the support of the CSIR
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 The project is initiated for mapping the genetic diversity of organisms and the
effect of micronutrients and trace metals deposited on the organisms in the Indian
Ocean
 Under the project, extensive sampling of water, sediments, planktons and various
organisms will be undertaken in different parts of the Indian Ocean
 The sampling will study the presence of different kinds of organisms and the trace
metals and micronutrients found in them
 In the first phase, microscopic organisms will be investigated.
 The project, spanning 90 days involving 30 scientists, will be done onboard the
research vessel RV Sindhu Sadhana
 The vessel took off from Visakhapatnam and the expedition would be completed
in two-legs by the end of May, 2021
 The expedition will be covering over 9,000 nautical miles from Visakhapatnam to
Goa.
 As part of the project, scientists will identify and characterise the genes and
proteins present in the ocean to understand the cellular-level operations of
organisms in the ocean.
 To carry the study, they will be utilising the emerging biomedical techniques like
proteomics and genomics.
 Proteomics is a large-scale study of proteins which are the key part of the living
organisms.
 The data generated under the project will help in achieving the SDG14 goals,
which aim at conserving and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine
resources.

ECONOMY
 On March 16, the Reserve Bank of India - announced that it has fined India’s
largest lending bank “State Bank of India (SBI)” with Rs 2 crore for breach
on regulation on commission payments
 The monetary penalty on SBI was imposed as it failed to follow the regulations in
payment of remuneration to its employees in the form of commissions
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 In an order dated March 15, the penalty was imposed on SBI for the contravention
of provisions of section 10 (1) (b) (ii) of Banking Regulation Act, 1949.
 RBI also issued the specific directions to SBI on payment of remuneration to its
employees through commissions.
 Earlier, RBI had fined SBI with Rs 7 crore in 2019 because of the violation of
norms related to the non-performing assets (NPAs) and the fraud risk
management.

APPOINTMENTS
 Union Health Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan - has been appointed as the
chairman of “Stop TB Partnership Board” on March 18, 2021.

 The appointment was made in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the
movement of eradicating Tuberculosis (TB) from India by 2025.
 Dr Harsh Vardhan will be serving the global body for a three-year term, starting
from July 2021
 The Stop TB Partnership is an international body with the authority to align
various nations all over the world in the fight against TB
 The body works with the vision of a “TB-free world”.
 Established in the year 2000, the ‘Stop TB Partnership’ aims to eliminate
Tuberculosis as a public health problem.
 The body was established after the meeting of first session of Ad Hoc Committee
on Tuberculosis, which was held in London in 1998.
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 The Geneva-based body has 1500 partner organizations including the
international, non-governmental and governmental organizations
 India’s deadline of eradication of TB is five years ahead of global deadline of
2030.
 The Government has also brought forward the National Strategic Plan for TB
Elimination for the year 2017-2025.

SPORTS
 On March 18, Tamil Nadu’s S Dhanalakshmi – qualified for the women’s
200m final after breaking legendary athlete PT Usha’s meet record of 23.26
seconds set in Chennai back in 1998.

 Dhanalakshmi won the race at 23.30 seconds at the ongoing Federation Cup
National athletics event in Patiala
 The Olympic qualification mark for the event is 22.80 seconds.
 The overall National record is 22.82 set by Saraswati Saha in Ludhiana in 2002.
 Dhanalakshmi, who hails from Trichy, had beaten Dutee Chand in the women’s
100m final.
 Apart from Dhanalakshmi, TN’s Archana Suseendran too made the women's
200m final in 24.07 seconds.
 In another event, Nagercoil’s Gracena Merly clinched gold in the women’s
high jump competition with an effort of 1.84m.
 Haryana’s Rekha (1.75m) was second while Tamil Nadu’s Giji George Stephen
(1.70m) finished third.
 The Olympic mark set for the event is 1.96m but Gracena’s effort helped her
qualify for the World University Games which is scheduled to be held in China in
August this year.
 Gracena’s previous best of 1.79m was achieved in the University trials held in
Bhubaneswar on March 8.
 In other events, Delhi’s KM Chanda bagged women’s 800m gold with timing of
2:02:57 seconds.
 Four Indian Table Tennis players - qualified for the Tokyo Olympics at the
Asian qualifiers held in Doha on March 18
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 Tamil Nadu’s G Sathiyan and Sharath Kamal qualified for the Olympics in the
men’s singles category.
 Among women, Sutirtha Mukherjee and Manika Batra booked their berths in the
women’s singles category.
 Sathiyan topped the South Asian Group with two wins and qualified for his maiden
Olympics
 In the women’s category, Sutirtha and Manika were the only two players from the
South Asian region
 Sharath and Manika qualified by virtue of their superior rankings.
 This will be Sharath’s fourth Olympics appearance.
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