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TAMIL NADU
 Potsherds with inscriptions similar to the Indus Valley scripts - have been 

discovered in Uthirakosamangai in Ramanathapuram. 

 Earlier, Chinese potsherds were discovered and documented alongwith a trident 
symbol pertaining to the Sethupathi period in Keelakarai in Ramanathapuram 
district

 At present, a total of 20 new potsherds were found near a local tank in 
Mariyapuram near Uthirakosamangai

 The potsherds had interesting artifacts like a microlithic tool, rouletted ware, black 
and red potsherds, iron ore, iron slag, terracotta stands, perforated potsherds, a 
spout of a terracotta kettle, lids, and even a broken piece of deer horn. 

 This archaeological mound is spread over about 20 acres.
 Out of the 20 potsherds, 15 black and red potsherds, and five red potsherds had 

signs similar to the numbers ‘125’, ‘137’, ‘365’ of the Indus Valley inscriptions. 
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 The number ‘125’ resembled the letter ‘tha’ in Tamil Brahmi script, and ‘137’ 
indicated a multiplication symbol, while the number ‘365’ appeared like a trident 
with a spot.

 A similar script was also found in Keeladi where the seventh phase of excavation 
is currently underway. 

 Usually, unreadable scripts are termed graffiti by archaeologists, but they are 
found in the shoulder part of the pots.

 The village is situated on the Keelakarai-Madurai road near Theriruveli, where the 
Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department had found microlithic tools and 
potsherds earlier.

 Keezhaseethai, a village where Roman coins were discovered recently, is also 
located close to this village. 

STATES
 On March 11, Uttar Pradesh government - has ordered to remove all the 

religious structures on public roads.
 As per the official notification issued by the government, no structure or 

construction of religious nature shall be allowed on the public roads, streets, 
roadside or pavements. 

 If any such construction of the structure has come up on or after January 1, 2011 
it shall be removed or shifted to any other land offered by followers with 
immediate effect, as per the order

 These instructions were issued by state government in line with the order of 
Supreme Court.

 The state home department has directed the district magistrates and Mandalayukt 
across all the districts to remove the religious structures that have encroached the 
roads. 

 The order further states that the concerned officials will be personally responsible 
if these instructions are not followed. 

 Disobedience of the orders will be taken up as the contempt of orders of high 
court and it will be considered as criminal contempt. 

 The district magistrates have been asked to submit the report by March 14 
mentioning the number of religious places that were removed after the order.

 In April 2016, the Supreme Court of India had come down heavily on the states for 
not removing encroachments in public places like illegal religious structures

 After Haryana, Jharkhand cabinet – approves 75% reservation of jobs with 
the salary up to Rs 30,000 per month in private sector for the locals on 
March 12

 Chief Minister Hemant Soren is likely to announce the new policy on March 17 
during an Assembly session
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 The decision on the new policy comes days after Soren had gone to Delhi to 
discuss a draft Jharkhand Industrial and Investment Promotion Policy, 2021 with 
various stakeholders

 The state’s unemployment rate gradually declined to 11.3% in January 2021 after 
rising to 59.2% at the peak of the Covid-19 pandemic in May 2020, as per the 
Economic Survey 

 A sub-committee will be formed to decide on who would be treated as a 
‘Jharkhandi’ and based on the same, the local employment policy will be enacted

 Uttar Pradesh government - is organising a three-day “Kalanamak Rice 
Festival” in the Siddharth Nagar district from March 13, 2021. 

 This festival is being organised after grand success of “Strawberry Festival in 
Jhansi” and “Jaggery Festival in Lucknow”.

 The rice festival event aims to promote, market and brand the ‘Kalanamak’ rice as 
‘One District One Product’ (ODOP) under the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’ and 
‘Local for Vocal’ campaign. 

 The Kala Namak Rice is grown as ‘One District One Product’ in some of the 
Eastern UP districts. 

 During the festival, the visitors will get to know the historical, nutritional and 
scientific merits & information regarding the cultivation of Kalanamak rice. 

 The festival displayed several dishes prepared by the Kalanamak rice at various 
stalls. 

 The ‘Kalanamak’ ice is a geographical indication (GI) tagged rice from Siddharth 
Nagar district in Uttar Pradesh. 

NATIONAL
 On March 13, the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) – 

uploaded the corrected approval process handbook (APH) for the year 2021-
22

 The corrected APH mentioned maths, physics optional for engineering admissions 
from 2021-22. 

 However, APH for 2021-22 did not change the eligibility criteria for BE, BTech 
admissions.

 The new rule mandates that the unreserved category students will have to score 
45% marks and the reserved category should score 40% marks in order to pass 
the class 12th level.

 As per the new eligibility criteria, it is not mandatory for students to study maths 
and physics to join engineering and technology programmes.

 They can pursue engineering by studying any three of the 14 subjects -- physics, 
mathematics, chemistry, computer science, electronics, information technology, 
biology, informatics practices, biotechnology, technical vocational subject, 
agriculture, engineering graphics, business studies and entrepreneurship.
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 Those who have not studied maths and physics will have to make up through 
bridge courses in college.

 This initiative of AICTE is aimed at enhancing accessibility of technical education 
to students coming from diverse background

 This is totally in line with the philosophy of National Education Policy 2020 in 
terms of flexibility and multi-disciplinary courses, innovation etc.,

 According to AICTE, it is an option given by the council which is not binding on the 
states or universities and for various entrance exams such as JEE and CET 
among others.

 Under the new pattern of 5+3+3+4 in school education, the disciplinary 
boundaries have been removed to promote overall development of students in 
different disciplines.

 On March 13, the National ‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ in partnership with ICMR - 
launched an online portal, Water Quality Information Management System, 
that provides detailed information on laboratories for checking water quality

 Further, the Ministry of Jal Shakti launched a framework and guidelines for 
testing, monitoring and surveillance of drinking water quality at the state, district, 
block/tehsil and village levels

 The basic water quality parameters prescribed under the guidelines are pH value, 
total dissolved solids, turbidity, chloride, total alkalinity, total hardness, sulphate, 
iron, total arsenic, fluoride, nitrate, total coliform bacteria, e-coli or thermo-tolerant 
coliform bacteria.

 The online portal enables the users to check the quality of drinking water through 
a network of nearly 2,000 labs.

 All the laboratories have been accredited by National Accreditation Board for 
Testing and Calibration Laboratories

 The Water Quality Information Management System will ensure that any adverse 
test report will be flagged up to state and central-level authorities for action at the 
source of supply of drinking water.

 The system will work in a similar way like the ICMR’s robust online portal for 
Covid-19 test monitoring

 It incorporates a clear data flow protocol where testing laboratories provide results 
to the person requesting the test, state and national databases.

 The aim of the Jal Jeevan Mission is to provide functional tap water connections 
by 2024 to all rural households

 The total cost of the Jal Jeevan Mission is ₹3,60,000 crore and 2% of it has been 
dedicated to the quality of water

 Nearly 20 states in India have drinking water source contaminated with arsenic, 
fluoride, nitrate, iron, salinity or heavy metals.
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 On March 12, the Centre - has launched the “Mera Ration Mobile App” to 
facilitate the ‘One Nation-One Ration Card’ system among the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA) beneficiaries in the country

 The app was developed by the government in association with the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC). 

 It will facilitate several services to migrant beneficiaries, FPS dealers and other 
relevant stakeholders

 It is currently available in two languages, English and Hindi, while the government 
plans to launch it in 14 languages soon

 Using the App, the beneficiaries can easily check details of food grain entitlement, 
recent transactions, nearest fair price shop and status of their Aadhaar seeding. 

 The migrant beneficiaries can also register their migration details, feedback or 
suggestion by using the new App

 The One Nation-One Ration Card system ensures the availability of ration to the 
beneficiaries in accordance with the National Food Security Act (NFSA) and other 
welfare schemes. 

 According to the system which is primarily launched for the benefit of migrant 
workers, the beneficiaries can avail the ration at any fair price shop (FPS) across 
the country

 This system was started initially in 4 States in August 2019 and rolled out in 32 
States and UTs by December 2020. 

 The integration of remaining 4 States and UT namely Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi 
and West Bengal will be completed soon.  

 The system covers around 69 crore NFSA beneficiaries, accounting for 86 % of 
the NFSA Population.

 The commerce and industry ministry – to launch the “Atmanirbhar Niveshak 
Mitra Portal” on May 1, 2021

 The new portal, currently in the testing phase, will facilitate information 
dissemination, hand-holding, and support of the domestic investors.
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 It is being developed by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT).

 The portal will provide daily updates on policies, schemes, and new initiatives of 
the central and state governments, information regarding the approvals, licenses, 
clearances & incentives.

 It will also be providing information regarding the manufacturing clusters and land 
availability. 

 The portal will provide support to the investors throughout their business journey 
 It will help the domestic investors in getting all the information ranging from finding 

the investment opportunity, exploring incentives & taxes which are applicable to 
their businesses, raw material availability, sources of funding, training, tender 
information and management requirement.

 It also has the feature of AI based chatbot to resolve queries. 
 The portal will work as a single platform to access all MSME portals such as 

MSME Samadhaan, Champions portal and MSME Sampark.

INTERNATIONAL
 On March 13, Sri Lanka - announced plans to ban the wearing of burqas and 

closing down of more than 1,000 Islamic schools known as madrassas, 
citing national security. 

 The Ministry of public security will be seeking the approval of the cabinet to ban 
burqas. 

 The wearing of burqas was temporarily banned in 2019 after the Easter Sunday 
bomb attacks on churches and hotels in Sri Lanka that killed more than 260 
people. 

 Two local Muslim groups that had pledged allegiance to the Islamic State terror 
group have been blamed for the attacks at six locations — two Roman Catholic 
churches, one Protestant church and three top hotels. 

 The government will ban more than 1,000 Madrassas, saying they are not 
registered with the authorities and do not follow the national education policy. 
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 Last year, the government mandated the cremation of Covid-19 victims — against 
the wishes of Muslims, who bury their dead

 This ban was lifted earlier this year after criticism from the US and international 
rights groups. 

 Muslims make up about 9% of the 22 million people in Sri Lanka.

COMMITTES 
 The central government's Commission for Air Quality Management in 

National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas - has been dissolved within 
five months of its constitution

 The Panel was set by the Centre government in the month of October 2020. 
 It was dissolved because the ordinance under which it was set up has lapsed. 
 Since the ordinance was not introduced in Parliament within six weeks, it has 

lapsed and consequently, the panel also stands shut.
 The panel was headed by M.M. Kutty, a former secretary in the Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas.
 The statutory authority, the commission for Air Quality Management, was set up 

after the President signed the “Commission for Air Quality Management in 
National Capital Region (NCR) and Adjoining Areas Ordinance, 2020”.  

 This panel was constituted to monitor the Air Quality in NCR and the Adjoining 
Areas. 

 This ordinance also dissolved the Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) 
Authority (EPCA). 

 The air quality monitoring and management in Delhi NCR region is done by the 
Union Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change (MoEFCC) and 
Supreme Court. 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 Prime Minister, Narendra Modi - addressed the fourth global Ayurveda 

Festival on March 12, 2021 through video conferencing.
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 On the occasion, the Prime Minister highlighted the growing global interest in 
Ayurveda and appreciated the efforts of those working on Ayurveda across the 
world. 

 The fourth edition of Global Ayurveda Festival was scheduled earlier from May 16 
to 20, 2020. 

 However, because of Covid-19 pandemic it was shifted to 2021 and is now being 
organised in virtual mode from 12th to 19th March 2021. 

 The event would comprise of live sessions such as plenaries, parallel sessions, 
symposiums, virtual exhibition, paper presentations and virtual networking. 

 It would provide platform for organizations, institutions, associations, individuals 
and statutory bodies from the field of Ayurveda to share expertise and knowledge

 Under the event, an International Ayurveda Seminar will be organised under the 
theme “Strengthening Host Defence System – Ayurveda A Potential Promise”

 Further, an International Delegate Assembly will be organised under the theme 
“Globalizing Ayurveda – Scope, Challenges and Solutions” while an “International 
Business Meet” will be organised under the theme “Global Ayurveda Pharmacy – 
Practices, Possibilities and Policies”.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 On March 13, the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) - launched a 

sounding rocket (RH-560) from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota

 The rocket will study attitudinal variations in the neutral winds and plasma 
dynamics. 

 Sounding rockets are one or two stage solid propellant rockets used for probing 
the upper atmospheric regions and for space research. 

 In the name RH-560, the number 560 indicates diameter of the rocket in mm
 It is one of the indigenously made sounding rockets in the Rohini series with a 

capability of reaching an altitude of 470km. 
 The two-stage rocket has a capacity to carry a maximum of 100kg payload
 The payload includes instruments to conduct in-situ probing of the atmosphere.
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 This makes the rocket ideal for studies in the ionosphere, which starts at around 
48km above the surface of the earth to the edge of space at around 965km.

 Ionosphere is a layer of electrons, ionised atoms and molecules in the 
atmosphere

 At present, Isro has three versions of Rohini rockets — RH-200, RH-300-Mk-II 
and RH-560-Mk-II — with capacity to carry payloads ranging from 8kg to 100kg 
and reaching altitudes of 80km to 470km. 

 Besides atmospheric studies, the sounding rockets are also a platform to test or 
prove prototypes of new components or subsystems intended for use in launch 
vehicles and satellites. 

 The first launch of a sounding rocket was from Thumba near Trivandrum, Kerala, 
on November 21, 1963. 

 The initial sounding rockets launched were imported from Russia and France. 
 Isro started launching indigenously-made sounding rockets from 1965 
 In 1975, the Rohini Sounding Rocket Programme was launched which brought all 

sounding rocket activities (such as RH-75, RH-100 and RH-125) under it. 
 ISRO had recently announced that it has planned to launch an earth 

observation satellite GISAT-1 on March 28, 2021 by the “GSLV-F10 rocket” 
from Sriharikota spaceport, which will provide the near real-time images of 
borders and monitoring of natural disasters

 Earlier, in February 2021, Isro had launched Amazonia-1 of Brazil along with the 
18 co-passenger satellites with the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C51) 
from Sriharikota spaceport

 This is also the first commercial mission of New Space India Limited (NSIL) which 
is undertaking this mission with the help of Spaceflight Inc. of United States of 
America (USA).

SPORTS
 On March 13, Mumbai City FC – defeated ATK Mohun Bagan to clinch the 7th 

edition of Indian Super League (ISL) title for the first time
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 With this, the Mumbai City FC completed the double by winning both the ISL 
league winners shield and ISL Playoffs trophy this season, defeating ATK Mohun 
Bagan in both 

 In the final, Mumbai city clinched their maiden Indian Super League title after a 2-
1 win over ATK Mohun Bagan

 Also, Mumbai city have become only the second side to win the ISL title after 
topping the group stages.

 FC Goa striker Igor Angulo won the Golden boot award for the top scorer of the 
league with 14 goals

 ATK Mohun Bagan forward Roy Krishna received the Golden Ball award for the 
Best player of the ISL 2020-21 season 

 The Mumbai city FC will receive a cash award of Rs. 8 crore, while ATK Mohun 
Bagan will receive a cheque of Rs. 4 crore for being the runners-up.

 In the sixth edition last year,  Atletico De Kolkata (ATK) defeated ChennaiyinFC  
to win the ISL title for a record third time, while FC Goa finished first and won the 
inaugural ISL League winner’s shield 

SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARDS 2020 WINNERS – A 
REPORT

 The National Academy of Letters - has announced the names for the 
“Sahitya Akademi Award 2020 on March 12, 2021 during the opening of 
annual “Festival of Letters” event.

 The award will be bestowed upon the politician-writer M Veerappa Moily, poet 
Arundhathi Subramaniam along with other 20 writers. 

 Subramaniam have won the award for her poetry collection called “When God is a 
Traveller” in English. 

 Veerappa Moily has been named for his epic poetry called “Sri Bahubali Ahimsa 
Digvijayam” in Kannada language.

 Bengali writer, Mani Shankar Mukhopadhyay won the award for his memoir ‘Eka 
Eka Ekashi’. 
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 The list comprises of seven books of poetry, five short stories, four novels, two 
plays, and one memoir and one epic poetry across 20 Indian languages. 

 The awards for Nepali, Malayalam, Odia and Rajasthani Languages will be 
announced later.

 In the “Novel Category”, Tamil writer Imaiyam has won the award under 
short stories category for his novel ‘Sellatha panam’

 The awards relate to books first published during the five years immediately 
preceding the year of award (ie. between January 1, 2014 and December 31, 
2018)

 The Sahitya Akademi award is conferred to the most outstanding books of literary 
merit which is published in any 24 major Indian languages including Hindi, English 
and other 22 languages of the Eighth Schedule of Constitution.  

 The award includes a casket comprising of an engraved copper plaque, a shawl 
and amount of Rs 1,00,000.
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COVID VACCINATION IN ARM – A REPORT


