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TAMIL NADU 
 On February 19, Tamil Nadu Government- announced the list of awardees 

for the prestigious Kalaimamani Awards 2021  
 This is the highest state award given to artistes who have excelled in the field of 

art and literature every year. 
 A total of 59 personalities have been named for receiving the Kalaimamani Award 

for 2019 and another 65 artistes for 2020 
 The awardees will receive a 24-gram gold medal along with a certificate.  
 The Kalaimamani Awards are given by the Tamil Nadu Iyal Isai Nataka Manram, a 

unit of the Directorate of Art and Culture, to recognise artists in the state for their 
achievements.  

 Dancer Chitra Visweswaran is the secretary of the Tamil Nadu Iyal Isai Nataka 
Mandram and  Film music director Deva is the chairman of the institute.  

 Veteran cine actors B. Saroja Devi and Sowcar Janaki, noted playback singers P. 
Susheela and Jamuna Rani and Bharatanatyam artistes Ambika Kameshwar and 
Parvathi Ravi Ghantasala have been named for the Puratchi Thalaivi Dr. J. 
Jayalalithaa Special Kalaimamani Awards for 2019 and 2020 by the Tamil Nadu 
government. 
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 Saroja Devi received the Padma Sri, the fourth-highest civilian honour, in 1969 
and Padma Bhushan, third highest civilian award, in 1992 from the Government of 
India. 

 Noted artistes Vani Jayaram and S. Rajeswari have been named for receiving the 
all-India award — the M.S. Subbulakshmi Award (Music) for 2019 and 2020 
respectively.  

 Artistes Alarmel Valli and Chandra Dhandayuthapani, too, are to receive the all-
India award — the Balasaraswathi Award (Dance) for 2019. 

 Former Minister Vaigaichelvan, pianist Anil Srinivasan, vocalists Krishnakumar 
and his wife Binni Krishnakumar, Sikkil C. Gurucharan and theatre artistes M.V. 
Muthu of Thanjavur, T. Rajendran of Velachery and K. Ramesh, alias Appa 
Ramesh, of Chennai are among those in the Kalaimamani list for 2019. 

 The ‘Akkarai Sisters’ — S. Subhalakshmi and S. Sornalatha — Nagaswaram 
artiste Achalpuram S. Chinnathambi, singer Jolly Abraham, actors Ramarajan, 
Yogi Babu and Devadarshini, cinema producer Kalaipuli S. Thanu, cine editor 
Antony and K.N. Ramaswamy of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan will also receive the 
Kalaimamani Award for 2019. 

 Actors Sivakarthikeyan and Aishwarya Rajesh, music director D. Imman and film 
director Gautham Vasudev Menon were among those selected for the award for 
2020. 

 Pollachi Tamil Isai Sangam and Tamil Isai Sangam at the Raja Muthiah Mandram 
in Madurai will receive shields for best cultural organisations.  

 Sabari Nadaka Kuzhu in Tiruvannamalai will receive the rolling shield for the best 
drama troupe.  

 It has also named nine senior Kalaimamani artistes for receiving the Porkizhi 
(cash award).  

 

STATES 
 The Uttarakhand government - has brought an ordinance that will give co-

ownership rights to women in their husband’s ancestral property.  
 The landmark decision is attributed to the large-scale migration of male members 

from the state in search of work.  
 Through this, the government aims to provide economic independence to the 

women who are left behind in the hills and are solely dependent on agriculture to 
meet their financial needs.  

 According to Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat, Uttarakhand is the first state 
in the country to bring such an ordinance. 

 The amendment made to the Uttarakhand Zamindari Abolition and Land Reforms 
Act is likely to benefit around 35 lakh women in the state.  

 In revenue records, the name of the wife will now be mentioned as co-owner. 
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 According to the ordinance, in case a woman files for divorce and marries 
someone else, she will not be regarded as co-owner of the land owned by her first 
husband. 

NATIONAL 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi – will chair the sixth governing council 

meeting of Niti Aayog on February 20, 2021 
 The chief ministers of various states are expected to attend the meeting 
 The meeting will discuss key aspects of the ‘National Development Agenda’ of the 

Government 
 It includes making the country a manufacturing hub through changes and reforms 

at the state level along with “reimagining agriculture” and a revamped cropping 
pattern with a focus on exports 

 The agenda also has a significant focus on health infrastructure, especially at the 
primary level and improving service delivery at the grassroots. 

 The meeting is also expected to deliberate on measures to reduce compliance 
burden through business process reforms and cutting logistics costs to boost 
exports.  

 The council will discuss in detail the need to reimagine agriculture with a focus on 
diversification of crops, water conservation and food processing aimed at exports. 

 Issues linked to developing physical infrastructure through the National 
Infrastructure Pipeline and PPP projects will be discussed.  

 The meeting will also examine ways to improve human resource development, 
skilling and upskilling and mapping requirement of resources globally.  

 The agenda also includes improving urban infrastructure, digital connectivity and 
delivery of services through BharatNet network. 

 Against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, extensive discussion is expected 
on healthcare, nutrition and targeted integrated approach to medicine 

 The governing council presents a platform to discuss inter-sectoral, inter-
departmental and federal issues.  

 It comprises the PM, CMs of states and Union Territories with legislatures, and 
lieutenant governors of other UTs. 

 The meeting will witness the entry of Ladakh for the first time, in addition to the 
participation of Jammu and Kashmir as a UT. 

 This time, UTs headed by administrators have also been invited to join.  
 
 On February 19, India – has become the second fastest in the world to cross 

the milestone of administering more than one crore doses of Covid-19 
vaccines in the fight against the global pandemic.  

 India has taken 34 days to achieve the landmark of 1.04 crore vaccinations, 
closely following the US, which took 31 days to administer as many doses. 
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 The Government is planning to boost vaccination sessions to 50,000 a day from 
the present average of 10,000  

 Further, it plans to start vaccinating the priority population groups of those above 
50 years of age and those with co-morbidities by early or mid-March.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 So far, 2,20,877 sessions have been organised across the country to give over 

1.04 crore vaccine doses till February 19.  
 Of this, almost 63 lakh healthcare workers and close to 34 lakh frontline workers 

have taken the first dose.  
 A total of eight states accounted for around 57% of the total vaccine doses 

administered so far 
 Uttar Pradesh administered the highest of over11.3 lakh doses, followed by 

Maharashtra and Gujarat at 8.5 lakh and 8.4 lakh, respectively.  
 Bihar has the highest coverage with 84.7% of its registered healthcare workers 

inoculated with the first dose. 
 Among the poor performers are seven states and UTs with less than 50% 

coverage of registered health workers for the first dose.  
 These are Ladakh, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Punjab, Chandigarh, Nagaland and 

Puducherry. 
 
 On February 19, Union minister Nitin Gadkari – launched the “Go Electric” 

media campaign to promote electric vehicles (EVs) and electric cooking in 
the country 
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 During the inauguration, the Minister advocated the need for making the use of 
electric vehicles mandatory for officers in the central government to push electric 
mobility in the country 

 Amid increasing petrol and diesel prices, the Minister said the mandatory use of 
10,000 EVs by officers will help save nearly ₹30 crore per month on account of 
fuel expenditure and also reduce air pollution 

 In this regard, he urged Power Minister R K Singh to start the initiative in the 
Ministry of Power by shifting all vehicles to electric, simultaneously alongwith the 
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

 Electric fuel is a major alternative to fossil fuels which have an import bill of Rs. 8 
lakh crore, as per the Minister 

 The launch of the Go electric campaign also marked the launch of the logo of ‘Go 
Electric’. 

 Earlier, Nitin Gadkari launched India’s first-ever diesel tractor converted to CNG, 
with a potential to save annually more than Rs 1 lakh on fuel cost for farmers on 
February 12 

 
 Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh - has launched the e-Chhawani portal on 

February 16. 
 

 
 

 Through this portal, the residents of Cantonment areas can now register their 
complaints with respect to the civic issues to get them resolved. 

 The e-Chhawani project was launched with the aim of providing online municipal 
services for more than 20 lakh citizens. 

 The services would be provided across 62 Cantonment Boards using the multi-
tenancy central platform. 
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 The portal can be used to file online application for renewal of leases and for 
getting the online registration of births and deaths. 

 It can also be used to file online application for water and sewerage connection in 
a simpler manner. 

 The cantonment board is a civic administration body that functions under the 
Ministry of Defence in India.  

 There are four types of cantonment boards, Category I, II, III and IV, which are 
categorized based on the population size. 

 
 The Government – recently announced the liberalisation of norms 

governing the acquisition and production of geospatial data 
 It has now allowed the private companies to conduct surveying and mapping 

without getting government approvals in advance. 
 The move will help boost innovation in the mapping policy sector and create a 

level playing field for farmers, start-ups, research institutions, public and private 
entities 

 For Indian entities, there will be complete deregulation with no prior approvals, 
security clearances and licences for the acquisition and production of geospatial 
data and geospatial data services, including maps for surveying, mapping and 
building applications based on that. 

 The new policy has allowed to share the data for various applications ranging 
from the logistics and transport to road safety and e-commerce. 

 Further, the geospatial data generating from government agencies like Survey of 
India and Indian Space Research Organisation will be made available to public 
and private companies. 

 Science and Technology Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan announced the new 
geospatial data guidelines 

 During his address, the Minister said the easing of norms will greatly help several 
sectors like farming, mining, construction, transportation services for e-commerce 
and communication like 5G that were suffering because of non-availability of high 
quality maps 

 Firms can now acquire, collect, generate, disseminate, store, share, distribute and 
create geospatial data, including maps within the Indian territory, including 
underwater by using geospatial technologies. 

 
 The government – plans to bring amendments in two Acts in order to 

facilitate the privatisation of public sector banks (PSBs). 
 In this regard, amendments will be made in the Banking Companies (Acquisition 

and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970 and Banking Companies (Acquisition and 
Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1980. 

 These two acts had facilitated for the nationalisation of banks in two phases and 
their merging. 
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 The Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had announced about the privatisation 
of PSBs, while presenting Union Budget 2021-22. 

 The PSBs will be privatised as part of a disinvestment drive in order to generate 
Rs 1.75 lakh crore to the exchequer 

 Three banks including the IDBI banks will be privatised as per the announcement. 
 The government had merged 10 public sector banks into four in the year 2020. 
 With this, the total number of PSBs came down to 12 from 27. 

 
 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment - released the third edition 

of the Indian Sign Language (ISL) Dictionary.  
 

 
 

 The new edition will comprise of 10,000 terms of daily usage across six 
categories, which includes several academic, legal, medical technical, 
administrative and agricultural terms  

 The dictionary was prepared by the Indian Sign Language Research and Training 
Centre under the Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry 

 The Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry Thaawarchand Gehlot 
released the dictionary virtually on February 17 

 The second edition of the Indian Sign language was released in the year 2019 
with 6,000 terms 

 The first edition was released in the year 2018 with 3,000 terms. 
 The launch of the ISL dictionary is a step towards fulfilling needs of hearing and 

speech impaired in accordance with the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(RPWD) Act, 2016.  

 It also complies with the initiative by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
called “Accessible Digital Textbooks for All”. 

 The ISL is a set of hand and facial gestures that is used for communication by the 
hearing and speech impaired.  

 The ISL has its own grammar, syntax and regional dialects.  
 The sign language is a recognized official language in many countries including 

USA. 
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 In India, around 6.3% or around 63 million people are suffering from hearing 
impairment, as per the WHO estimates 

INTERNATIONAL 
 The United States - rejoined the Paris climate accord on February 19 
 The president of US, Joe Biden, had signed the executive order to reverse the 

withdrawal ordered by former President, Donald Trump 
 The official withdrawal of US from the Paris Accord came into effect on November 

4, 2020, the day after the election, as per the provisions in the agreement. 
 Earlier, Donald Trump in 2017, had announced the withdrawal from the deal. 
 The Paris climate agreement was signed in 2016 under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) at the 21st Conference of 
the Parties of the UNFCCC in France. 

 The agreement, dealing with the climate change mitigation, adaptation, and 
finance, was negotiated by the representatives of 196 states.  

 It aims to keep the average temperature to well below 2 °C above the pre-
industrial levels 

 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 On February 19, UK PM Boris Johnson – hosted a virtual meeting of G7 

leaders  
 

 
 

 US President Joe Biden and Italian PM Mario Draghi took part for the first time in 
a G7 meeting 

 During the meeting, the leaders have decided to look beyond the Covid-19 
pandemic towards rebuilding their battered economies with free trade and to 
counter China’s “non-market oriented” policies.  
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 The leaders called for stronger defences against a future pandemic, including 
exploring a global health treaty, but the focus was on a green recovery and a 
modernised, freer and fairer rules-based multilateral trading system 

 The G7 comprises of US, Japan, Germany, UK, France, Italy and Canada 
 During the meeting, US President Joe Biden tried to project a message of 

reengagement with the world after four years of Trump’s “America First” policies. 
 The leaders pledged billions of dollars to Covax vaccine programme for poorer 

countries.  
 Biden signed the US up to the Covax initiative, which Trump refused to support, 

and has pledged to distribute $4 billion in US funding to the programme. 
 Further, Biden stressed America’s “unshakeable” commitment to the 30-member 

Nato alliance, marking another switch from Trump.  
 He also announced that the United States stands ready to re-join talks regarding 

re-entering into the 2015 multilateral Iran nuclear deal. 
 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 A new electric two-wheeler, PiMO – was launched recently by the Pi Beam, 

which is an IIT Madras-incubated start-up 
 

 
 

 The bike was founded by an IIT Madras Alumnus, Visakh Sasikumar 
 Priced at Rs. 30,000, the e-bike can charge faster than a smartphone and has a 

range of 50 km. 
 The bike has over 90% of its components, including crucial batteries and 

controllers, manufactured indigenously  
 The e-bike, having a top speed of 25 kmph, does not require licence or 

registration 
 The start-up plans to sell 10,000 vehicles by the end of FY 2021-22 
 The bike also offers a Battery Swapping’ Technology, wherein a drained battery 

can be exchanged with a fully charged battery at the designated locations. 
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 The National Informatics Centre (NIC) - has launched a new instant 
messaging App called Sandes 
 

 

 
 

 NIC released the first version of the App in August 2020 in the backdrop of 
nationwide lockdown 

 It was launched to ensure secure communication between the employees 
engaged in ‘Work from Home’ culture 

 The app can be used by central and state government officials for intra-
organisational and inter-organisational communication. 

 The app is available for download to both Android and iOS users 
 It was intended mainly for the usage of government officers, but it is now available 

for the common public as well. 
 The app requires a valid mobile number or email id to register the user 
 The platform allows the user to mark the message as confidential.  
 Thus, it makes the recipient aware that the message should not be forwarded to 

other users. 
 In 2020, the Ministry Of Home Affairs and the Computer Emergency Response 

Team (Cert-In) had issued the advisory for the government employees not to use 
platforms like Zoom for official communications because of security, safety and 
privacy concerns.  

 
 Dr Reddy’s Laboratories – seeks Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA) 

approval with the Indian drug regulator Drugs Controller General of India 
(DCGI) for Russian Covid-19 vaccine candidate Sputnik V. 

 As part of the review process, Dr Reddy’s will be presenting the safety profile of 
the phase 2 study conducted in India and interim data of the vaccine candidate’s 
phase 3 study. 

 The Russian vaccine candidate is currently undergoing phase 3 clinical trials on 
1,500 volunteers in India as part of a bridging study to the larger global phase 3 
study.  
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 The phase 3 study is expected to be completed by February 21, 2021 
 The phase 2 study was conducted on 100 subjects in India. 

DEFENCE 
 India - has joined the “Iran-Russia Maritime Security Belt 2021″ being held 

in the northern part of the Indian Ocean 
 The two-day naval exercise will cover an area of 17,000 square kilometers 
 The drill was participated by the forces and vessels from navy divisions of both 

the Iranian army and Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), Russian Navy 
and Chinese Navy 

 The naval exercise will carry the range of activities including the shooting at sea 
targets, air targets, liberation of the hijacked ships, anti-piracy operations and 
search & rescue operations. 

 
 Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICG) C-453 - was commissioned in Chennai on 

February 19 
 

 
 

 It is the 17th of the 18 Interceptor Boats being indigenously built by Larsen & 
Toubro Ltd., 

 ICGS C-453 is the 27.80-m-long interceptor boat with a displacement of 105 
tonnes and a maximum speed of 45 knots (85 kmph)  

 It is capable of undertaking multifarious tasks, including surveillance, interdiction, 
close-coast patrol and search and rescue, in addition to providing assistance to 
boats and craft in distress at sea 

 The vessel is provided with advanced navigation and communication equipment 
and is commanded by Assistant Commandant Animesh Sharma.  

 It will be based in Chennai under the operational control of the Commander, 
Coast Guard Region (East).  

 The ship, on joining the Coast Guard Eastern fleet, would be deployed extensively 
for surveillance of the Exclusive Economic Zone and other duties as enshrined in 
the Coast Guard Charter to safeguard the maritime interests of India 
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 Leena Nandan, Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs, commissioned the 
ship in the presence of Jiwesh Nandan, Additional Secretary, Department of 
Defence 

 
 A state-of-the-art Damage Control Simulator (DCS) for the Navy - will be set 

up in Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
 

 
 

 Lt. Gen. Manoj Pande, Commander- in-Chief, Andaman and Nicobar Command, 
laid the foundation stone for the project. 

 Goa Shipyard Ltd. (GSL) will build ship simulators for damage control.  
 It has already built six simulators of various types for the defence forces and 

recently exported one simulator to a neighbouring country 
 The Damage Control Simulator is a training system that simulates a realistic and 

stressful but controlled environment for crew training in damage control and repair 
for ships in various scenarios 

 The simulator will help Navy trainees to respond to ship damages and improve 
team-building skills and prepare them for unforeseen hardships that may emerge 
at sea 

APPOINTMENTS 
 Indian-origin investment and development banker, Preeti Sinha – appointed 

as the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Capital Development Fund 
(UNCDF)  
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 Preeti will work with focus on providing the micro-finance assistance to women, 
youth, small and medium-sized enterprises belonging to the underserved 
communities and smallholder farmers 

 The Executive Secretary is the highest leadership rank in the UNCDF. 
 The UNCDF was established in the year 1966 by the United Nations General 

Assembly with its headquarters in New York.  
 It helps in providing the micro-finance access to the Least Developed Countries 

(LDCs).  
 The organisation undertakes public and private finance work for the downtrodden 

and poor in 47 least developed countries (LDCs) of the world. 

AWARDS 
 Writer, film historian, naturalist and activist, S. Theodore Baskaran - has 

won the Sanctuary Lifetime Service Award, 2020.  
 

 
 

 The award was instituted by the Sanctuary Nature Foundation. 
 Theodore Baskaran was chosen for the award for his writing skills in English and 

Tamil contributing towards wildlife conservation 
 S. Theodore Baskaran was born in 1940 in Tamil Nadu. 
 He worked as Researcher in Tamil Nadu State Archives and as a divisional 

superintendent in the Indian Postal Services 
 He also served as the “Special Officer for War Efforts” during the Indo-Pakistan 

war of 1971 in Shillong. 
 His Tamil works include Vaanil Parakkum Pullelam and Kal Mel Nadandha 

Kaalam. 
 He was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award (Iyal Virudhu) for his writing on 

nature in Tamil by the Canada Literary Garden in the year 2014 at Toronto. 
 Some of his books in English language include- Dance of the Sarus: Essays of a 

Wandering Naturalist; Book of Indian Dogs and A Day with the Shama: Essays on 
Nature. 

SPORTS 
 Ankita Raina, partnering Russia’s Kamilla Rakhimova - won her maiden 

WTA 250 doubles title at the Phillip Island Trophy tennis tournament in 
Melbourne on February 19 
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 In the final game, Ankita and Kamilla paired up to defeat Anna Blinkova and 
Anastasia Potapova of Russia  

 The win is the biggest of Ankita’s career, making her India’s first WTA champion 
since Sania Mirza.  

 Following the victory, Ankita is set to enter into the Top-100, when the new 
rankings are released on February 22 

 It was a perfect ending for first-time partners Ankita and Rakhimova after losing in 
the final qualifying round for the Australian Open singles event in Dubai.  

 The 28-year-old Ankita had earlier won the $125,000 WTA crown with Karman 
Kaur Thandi at Dubai in 2018. 

 

WHY PUNJAB AND HARYANA’S FARMERS 
PROTEST FOR THE MRP REGIME? – A REPORT 
 Punjab and Haryana - are the only states in which the bulk of the wheat and 

rice produced is procured by the government 
 This is the main reason of the protests by the farmers from these states, fearing a 

disruption of the procurement under the MSP regime. 
 Between 2014-15 and 2019-20, the average production of wheat was 169 lakh 

tonnes in Punjab, of which 69% was procured by the government, and 114 lakh 
tonnes in Haryana, of which 66.5% was procured. 

 This was revealed by the data from the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution  

 Among other major producer states, farmers in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Uttar Pradesh managed to sell 37%, 14% and 10% respectively of their produce 
to the central pool 

 Gujarat, Bihar and Maharashtra are the other states that produced an average 
over 15 lakh tonnes during this period.  

 These states, however, managed to sell less than 1% of their produce to the 
central pool.  
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 Overall, the six-year average procurement was 300 lakh tonnes of wheat (30.6% 
of the country’s total production), of which over 64% came from Punjab and 
Haryana. 

 In the case of rice, Punjab grew an average of 121 lakh tonnes between 2014-15 
and 2019-20, of which 86% was procured by the Government. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

16 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 In case of Haryana, 44 lakh tonnes was produced and and 78% procured. There 
are 15 major rice growing states each accounting for annual average production 
of over 30 lakh tonnes during this period.  

 The average procurement figures as a proportion of total production during this 
period was 73% for Telangana, 61% for Chhattisgarh, 55% for Andhra Pradesh, 
and 51% for Odisha.  

 Farmers in only six of these 15 states managed to sell more than half of their 
produce at MSP.  

 The procurement was between 20% and 30% for MP and UP, between 10% and 
20% for Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Maharashtra and West Bengal and less than 10% for 
Jharkhand, Karnataka and Assam. 

 Among major wheat- and rice-producing states, it is only in Punjab and Haryana 
that the government procures almost 70% of the wheat and about 80% of the rice.  

 Any change in the MSP procurement would impact a large number of farmers in 
these states. 

 With respect to wheat, there were only four states where more than one lakh 
farmers on average benefited from MSP between 2016-17 and 2019-20.  

 Punjab has 8.5 lakh such farmers while the corresponding figures are 7.3 lakh for 
Haryana, 8 lakh for Madhya Pradesh and 7 lakh for Uttar Pradesh.  

 Among these states, the average procurement per farmer was over 100 quintals 
only in Punjab and Haryana.  

 In the case of rice, there were five states where about 10 lakh or more farmers 
benefited from procurement at MSP 

 Punjab and Haryana figure at the top of list along with Telangana, Chhattisgarh 
and Odisha.  

 Once again, Punjab leads in per farmer procurement with an average of over 100 
quintals.  

NASA’S 2020 MARS MISSION – A REPORT 

 On February 18, NASA – has become the first space agency to fly a drone in 
the atmosphere of another planet 

 

 
 



 

17 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 NASA equipped its spacecraft with a record 25 cameras and two microphones 
 Its scientists presented striking early images from the picture-perfect landing of 

the Mars rover Perseverance on February 19 
 The color photograph was taken by a camera mounted on the rocket-powered 

"sky crane" just above the rover as the car-sized space vehicle was being lowered 
to Martian soil on February 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The image of the dangling science lab marks the first such close-up photo of a 
spacecraft landing on Mars, or any planet beyond Earth. 

 It became instantly iconic, comparable to the shot of Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz 
Aldrin standing on the moon in 1969, or the Voyager 1 probe's images of Saturn 
in 1980 

 The Mars 2020 mission was launched on an Atlas V 541 launch vehicle from 
Earth on July 30, 2020. 
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 Indian-American, Swati Mohan - is among the more than a dozen scientists 
and engineers of Indian-origin in Nasa’s Mars exploration team.  

 Swati is the lead operations engineer of the Mars 2020 Guidance, Navigation, and 
Controls (GN&C)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Swati was the first person to confirm that the rover had successfully touched down 

on the Martian surface after surviving a particularly tricky plunge through the 
atmosphere of the Red Planet. 

 Swati grew up in the Northern Virginia-Washington DC metro area, a tech hub 
 She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical and Aerospace 

Engineering from Cornell University and MS and PhD from MIT in aeronautics/ 
astronautics 

 Later, Swati joined Nasa’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), where she has 
worked on multiple missions such as Cassini (mission to Saturn) and GRAIL (a 
pair of formation flown spacecraft to the Moon). 

 She has worked on Mars 2020 since almost the beginning of the project in 2013, 
including as its GNC operation’s lead at JPL in Pasadena, California. 

 

 


