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TAMIL NADU
 Greater Chennai Corporation – is planning to set up a road safety cell in 

Chennai to study accidents and their causes and devise comprehensive 
measures to reduce them.

 Initially, the civic body will hire a consultant to study existing data in terms of 
accidents, their causes and locations

 Based on the analysis, the Corporation will prepare an action plan aimed at 
reducing fatalities in the city by 50% by 2026

 The government wanted Chennai Smart City Ltd to hire consultants and study 
accident data as it was already working on the intelligent transport system (ITS). 

 The road safety cell will be a first-of-its-kind facility in which the consultant will 
coordinate with education and health departments to ensure their contribution to 
the road safety ecosystem

 Currently, the tender evaluation to finalize the consultant is in progress
 Despite the increase in the number of vehicles, the number of fatal accidents in 

Chennai had fallen from 1,267 in 2018 to 1,229 in 2019 and 882 in 2020
 At present, an inter-department team visits every road stretch where there have 

been more than five fatal accidents to study the reasons. 
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 Based on its recommendations, measures like installing speed breakers/traffic 
signals/caution boards or road widening is taken up, with the World Bank-funded 
Road Accident Data Management System (RADMS) playing a main role.

 Tamil Nadu topped the entire country in terms of the number of accidents for three 
years in a row 

STATES
 On January 7, Jammu and Kashmir lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha - 

announced the ₹28,400-crore Industrial Development Package-2021 to 
attract ₹20,000 crore investments and create 4.5 lakh jobs in the Union 
territory.

 The package, sanctioned by the Union Cabinet on January 6, will remain in force 
for the next 17 years in the UT

 The package will serve as a big boost for the industrialists and will cover the 
manufacturing sector and the services sector, mainly tourism and IT. 

 According to the package, new entrepreneurs will get investment incentives in 
terms of low-interest capital.

 Further, the UT is also planning to launch the metro train services by 2023

 At least four new states — Haryana, Punjab, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh – 
reported bird deaths on January 7

 Meanwhile, a three-member central team surveyed the avian flu-affected 
Alappuzha and Kottayam districts in Kerala to assess the situation after the 
outbreak of the H5N8 virus

 The team comprised Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s public health expert 
Ruchi Jain, National Institute of Virology, Pune, scientist Shailesh Pawar and Dr. 
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, Delhi, physician Anith Jindal

 The team will study and submit a report on the bird flu spread, the features of the 
virus and whether the culling methods are in tune with the central government 
guidelines. 

 It will also study the public health risk of H5N8.
 However, the risk of transmission of the virus to humans is considered to be very 

low.
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 Kerala is the worst affected among the four states where avian influenza has been 
confirmed after bird samples tested positive. 

 The other three states are Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.

NATIONAL
 On January 7, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - inaugurated the New Rewari-

New Madar section of the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor through video 
conferencing

 During the event, the PM also flagged off the world’s first 1.5-km-long electrified 
double stack long haul container train from New Ateli in Haryana to New 
Kishanganj in Rajasthan.

 The New Rewari-New Madar section became operational after five to six years of 
developmental work.

 The section would be beneficial to farmers, industrialists and businessmen in the 
National Capital Region, Haryana and Rajasthan.

 The corridor would lead to the development of growth centres in several cities, 
creation of job opportunities and conditions attracting more investments.

 It would assist the local industries and manufacturing units by providing them 
faster and cheaper access to the national and international markets. 

 The industries would get easy access to the ports in Gujarat and Maharashtra, 
thanks to the new Corridor

 The New Rewari-New Madar section is situated in Haryana and Rajasthan
 It will help to decongest the existing Kanpur-Delhi main line traffic.
 A portion of the Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor, the New Bhaupur-New Khurja 

section, was started last month
 Through the Corridor, farm produce were being transported from Punjab and coal 

from Jharkhand was being supplied to the National Capital Region, Haryana and 
Punjab. 

 Compared to the previous freight train average speed of 25 km/hour, the 
maximum of 90 km/hour had now been achieved
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 In all, 133 railway stations in nine States would get benefitted by the Dedicated 
Freight Corridor. 

 New multi-model logistic parks, freight terminals, container depots/terminals and 
parcel hubs would be developed at these places. 

 It would not only benefit villages, farmers, the poor and the small businesses, but 
also attract big manufacturers

 The route is highly important for the transport of food grains and fertilisers from 
the northern region to the eastern and north eastern regions

 With the launch of the double stack long haul container train, India had also 
entered the club of nations with such high capabilities.

 The train is to be operated in the 360-km long Rewari-Madar Section of the 
Western Dedicated Freight Corridor

 The Dedicated Freight Corridors are high speed high capacity railway corridors 
that are exclusively meant for transportation of freight

 Earlier, the PM listed several initiatives, including a digital payment of ₹18,000 
crore to farmers under the direct benefit transfer scheme, taken by the 
government in the past couple of weeks, despite the Covid-19 induced crisis

 In a first, Air India Express - has started using robotic technology to 
disinfect and clean aircraft interiors. 

 The budget airline used a robotic device fitted with UV disinfection lamping 
system at Delhi airport on January 7 to disinfect its Boeing 737-800 aircraft.

 UV disinfection system is identified worldwide as one of the most effective forms 
of disinfection. 

 This technology is tested and approved by National Accreditation Board for 
Testing and Calibration laboratory for its efficiency to disinfect the surfaces from 
germs, bacteria and viruses

 The divestment-bound AI Express has tied up with ground handling agency 
AISATS to launch this technology in the country to effectively disinfect surfaces 
commonly touched by both passengers and crew.

 The robotic device, fitted with collapsible arms, is specifically designed to disinfect 
aircraft seats, under-seat areas, inside overhead baggage compartment, aisle 
ceiling, window panels, cockpit instrumentation area, overhead switch panel and 
interiors from viruses and bacteria. 
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 The UV-C light has the capability to reach out the areas which are difficult to 
access while performing ‘in-cabin’ disinfection manually

INTERNATIONAL
 On January 6, supporters of US President Donald Trump – stormed the U.S. 

Capitol hill, causing a joint session of Congress to suspend proceedings to 
confirm the election of Joe Biden

 At the time, United States Congress was going through the process of formally 
recognizing Joe Biden and Kamala Harris as winners of the 2020 Presidential 
elections.

 Following angry clashes of the protestors with the Police and causing extensive 
damage, Washington D.C., Mayor issued orders extending emergency for the 
next 15 days

 Meanwhile, several lawmakers and public officials called for invoking the 25th 
Amendment to remove Donald Trump from office immediately. 

 On January 7, PM Modi joined several world leaders in condemning the riots in 
Washington DC and urged peaceful transfer of power under democratic process

 Facebook Inc and Instagram extended a ban on President Trump’s accounts for 
at least the next two weeks until the presidential transition is completed

 Twitter Inc also temporarily locked Trump’s accounts with warnings of a total ban.
 Former US presidents Barack Obama, George W Bush and Bill Clinton slammed 

Donald Trump, condemned the actions of the rioters and underlined the need for 
a peaceful transfer of power. 

 Trump incited the dozens of protestors by describing them as ‘great patriots’, who 
sought to challenge and overturn the election results

 Amid bloodshed and clashes that killed four people, lawmakers were evacuated 
and curfew was imposed in the capital

 Meanwhile, Trump, agreed to an orderly transition on January 20 and maintained 
that he disagreed with the outcome of the election on the basis of his bogus 
claims of fraud which he was unable to establish legally

 Amidst all the chaos, Congress confirmed Democrat Joe Biden as the presidential 
election winner on January 7

 VP Mike Pence, presiding over the joint session, announced the tally, 306-232. 
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 On January 7, an anti-terrorism court in Pakistan - issued an arrest warrant 
for banned Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) chief Masood Azhar on the charges of 
terror financing

 Earlier, another dreaded terrorist, LeT chief Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi was arrested 
on similar charges on January 2

 The Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) Gujranwala issued the warrant against Azhar 
during a hearing in a terror financing case. 

 According to the Counter Terrorism Department (CTD), the JeM chief was 
involved in terror financing and selling jihadi literature

 Azhar is believed to be hiding in a “safe place” in his native town — Bahawalpur.
 With these actions, Pakistan is trying to improve its global standing and to come 

out of the global terror financing watchdog Financial Action Task Force’s grey list.
 The development is seen by Indian agencies as an acknowledgement that Azhar 

continues to be on Pakistani soil. 
 The Jaish chief has been named by India for the Pulwama attack in February 

2019. 

PERSONALITIES
 Indian-American Raj Iyer - has taken over as the first Chief Information 

Officer (CIO) of the U.S. Army after the Pentagon created the new position in 
July 2020.

 Dr. Iyer serves as the Principal Adviser to the Secretary of the Army
 He directs representation of the Secretary in matters relating to information 

management/ information technology (IT)
 Dr. Iyer is one of the highest ranking Indian-American civilians in the U.S. 

Department of Defense
 He holds a PhD. in Electrical Engineering
 Dr. Iyer will supervise an annual budget of $16 billion for the U.S. Army’s IT 

operations. 
 The position of CIO is equivalent in rank to a three-star General
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 Over 15,000 civilians and military personnel posted across 100 countries work 
under him.

ECONOMY
 India’s real GDP (Gross Domestic Product) - is estimated to contract by a 

record 7.7% in 2020-21, as per the first advance estimate released by the 
National Statistical Office (NSO) on January 7

 The contraction of the economy is attributed to the impact of the Covid-19 induced 
lockdown

 During the period, farm sector alone remained as the only bright spot, while the 
crucial services sector and manufacturing sector have taken a massive hit 

 The NSO data estimated the economy to contract by 7.7%, compared to a 11-
year low growth of 4.2% in 2019-20. 

 This will be the first contraction in more than four decades since the 5.2% fall 
recorded in 1979-80. 

 This is also a record contraction since annual GDP data began to be published in 
1951-52. 
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 The Reserve Bank of India estimates GDP to contract by 7.5% in the current fiscal 
year

 Other global entities forecast a 7.4% to 10.3% decline for the current financial 
year and a rebound next year following measures unleashed by the government 
and the central bank.

 The impact of one of the strictest lockdowns in the world has contributed a record 
slump of 23.9% in the June quarter in the country’s economy

 The restart of economic activity has helped narrow the contraction to 7.5% in the 
September quarter 

 The new data showed only the farm and electricity posted growth with agriculture 
forecast to grow by 3.4% and electricity by 2.7 in 2020-21. 

 The crucial manufacturing sector is estimated to decline by 9.4% compared to 
0.3% growth in 2019-20.

 The construction which has been hit hard by the lockdown is forecast to fall by 
12.6% in 2020-21 

 Trade hotels, transport, communication and broadcasting services is estimated to 
contract by a record 21.4% in the current fiscal year that ends in March. 

 The overall services sector, which accounts for nearly 60% of the economy, is 
estimated to drop by 8.8% in 2020-21 compared to a growth of 5.5% in 2019-20.

OBITUARY
 Iconic designer Satya Paul, known for giving the sari a contemporary look - 

passed away at Isha Yoga Centre here on January 7. 
 He was 79 and died of natural causes, while recovering in a hospital after 

suffering a stroke last month 
 Paul’s creations were known for various arts, fabrics and patterns. 
 He entered the field of retail in the late 60s and began exporting fine Indian 

handloom to high-end retail stores in Europe and the United States of America. 

 He launched L’Affaire, the country’s first sari boutique, in 1980 and launched his 
own designer label Satya Paul with his son in 1986. 
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 The Satya Paul brand became one of the premier brands in the country and Paul 
passed on the mantle to his son in 2000.

 They exited the company in 2010.
 Interest in spirituality inspired Paul to listen the talks conducted by philosopher 

Jiddu Krishnamurti in the early 70s. 
 He was initiated in neo-sannyas by Osho Rajneesh in 1976. 
 The designer met Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev in 2007 and later immersed himself in 

yoga. 
 In 2015, Paul and his family became residents of the Isha Yoga centre.

SPORTS
 Ace Indian racer C.S. Santosh - was injured in a highspeed crash in Stage 4 

of the Dakar Rally in Saudi Arabia on January 6
 Currently, Santosh is put in a medically-induced coma after being airlifted to a 

hospital in Riyadh.

 According to his team, Hero MotoSports, Santosh is currently receiving treatment 
at the Saudi German Hospital 

 This was Santosh's seventh attempt at the Dakar Rally, considered the world's 
most gruelling off-road motorsport event.

 The 37-year-old crashed on the same stage where last year Hero MotoSport rider 
Paulo Goncalves died while competing in the Dakar 2020. 

 Santosh crashed around 135km into the stage on a gravel track and had to forfeit 
the stage. 

 Santosh was the first Indian to complete the race in 2015, and replicated the effort 
in two further editions. 

 Ace off-road and endurance motorcyclist, Santosh had a near-fatal accident 
during the 2013 Abu Dhabi desert challenge, suffering burns to his neck after his 
Suzuki MX450X had caught fire.

RANKINGS
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 Elon Musk, an entrepreneur behind Tesla and SpaceX - is now the richest 
person on the planet.

 On January 7, Musk went past Amazon founder Jeff Bezos on the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index, a ranking of the world’s 500 wealthiest people.

 The South Africa-born engineer’s net worth was $188.5 billion, $1.5 billion more 
than Bezos, who has held the top spot since October 2017. 

 As CEO of SpaceX, Musk is also a rival to Bezos, owner of Blue Origin, in the 
private space race.

 The milestone caps an extraordinary 12 months for Musk. 
 Over the past year, his net worth soared by more than $150 billion in possibly the 

fastest period of wealth creation in history. 
 The world’s 500 richest people added a record $1.8 trillion to their combined net 

worth last year, equivalent to a 31% increase. 

HIGH SPEED TRAINS FROM CHENNAI – A 
REPORT

 The Railways – is planning to upgrade railway tracks on Chennai-Delhi and 
Chennai-Mumbai lines in the next five to 10 Years

 Once the new tracks are operational, the Railways have proposed to run high-
speed trains that can clock speeds of 160kmph (100 miles).

 If the plans succeed by 2026 or 2031, travel time to Mumbai will come down to 
just 10 hours and travel time to Delhi will be 18 hours at an average speed of 
120kmph.

 As per the National Rail Plan (NRP), the average speed of the trains is to increase 
considerably from the current 70km to close to 120km or 130km. 

 The plan involves several measures include laying additional lines, building 
flyovers and introducing automatic signalling and collision control systems along 
the route by 2026 or 2031. 
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