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TAMIL NADU
 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami and his deputy O Panneerselvam – 

to unveil former chief minister J Jayalalithaa’s memorial on the Marina 
Beach front on January 27

 The ₹79.75 crore Jayalalithaa memorial resembles the phoenix, with lions 
standing guard on either side

 It is situated in the same complex that has former CM MGR’s memorial as well, on 
a nine acre of land.

 The cabinet gave its nod for the construction of the memorial days after 
Jayalalithaa’s death in December 2016.

 The project was originally scheduled to be completed within a year of laying the 
foundation stone in May 2018

 The phoenix-like structure with a polyurethane coat of paint is 15m high, 30m long 
and 43m wide. 

 The foundation has been strengthened by 500 tonnes of steel and 1,068 cubic 
metres of concrete and the superstructure with 300 tonnes of steel and 800 cubic 
metres of cement concrete. 

 On January 12, Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami – announced that 
schools across the state can reopen on January 19, 2021

 About 20 lakh Class X and XII students will return to the school campus, with strict 
adherence to the standard operating procedures announced by the government

 When reopened, schools should not accommodate more than 25 students per 
classroom

 Temperature checks, ban on sharing food, half-empty school vans and no 
canteens are among the new rules to be followed 

 Tamil Nadu Medical Services Corporation (TNMSC) will also provide 4 crore 
doses of multivitamins and zinc tablets to help boost students’ immunity. 

 Students will also have staggered lunch breaks to help maintain social distancing.
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 Teachers will monitor students to ensure staggered entry and exit times are 
followed and break up any gatherings on campus.

 This is the third time that the State government has announced the reopening of 
schools for Classes 10 and 12 since the Covid-19 lockdown was imposed in 
March last year.

 In September last year, the government decided to reopen schools for students of 
Classes 10, 11 and 12, “on a voluntary basis”, to seek guidance from their 
teachers from October 1.

 The decision was eventually postponed until a second decision in October to 
reopen schools for Classes 9, 10, 11 and 12 from November 16, which was put off 
indefinitely later

 Autoliv Inc., a fortune 500 company headquartered in Sweden - is setting up 
its manufacturing plant in Tamil Nadu at an investment of ₹100 crore. 

 The new company will manufacture air-bags at Cheyyar
 The project is expected to create jobs for over 400 people.
 Autoliv Inc. develops, manufactures and markets air-bags, seat belts and steering 

wheels. 
 During the last decade, more than three air-bags or seat belts from Autoliv have 

been delivered to every vehicle produced globally. 
 The company was initially planning to set up this plant in Vietnam, but decided to 

go for Cheyyar after several rounds of discussions with officials of the State 
government. 

 Last year, the State government signed several memoranda of understanding for 
investments worth over $2 billion in the automotive industry alone. 

 In 2020, Daimler India Commercial Vehicles said it would expand with an 
investment of ₹2,277 crore and generate jobs for 400 people in the state

 Netherlands-based Dinex proposed a project to manufacture auto components at 
Mahindra World City, bringing in ₹100 crore in investment.
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 According to one of the MoUs signed last year, BYD India Private Limited has 
proposed to establish a project for manufacture of electric vehicles in the SIPCOT 
Industrial Park at Sriperumpudur. 

 In December last, the State government signed a deal with Ola Electric Mobility 
for establishing an electric two-wheeler manufacturing unit at Hosur at an 
investment of ₹2,354 crore.

 The Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) - is planning to launch private 
conservancy operations in north Chennai in the third week of February. 

 A special purpose vehicle, created by the GCC and Ramky Enviro Engineers 
Limited, will carry out the operations in the Tiruvottiyur, Manali, Madhavaram and 
Ambattur zones.

 A total of 825 battery-operated vehicles, 12 compactors and 12 mechanical 
sweepers would be used for the operations. 

 The private operator would start the work in Tiruvottiyur in the third week of 
February. 

 The operations would begin in Manali in the second phase of the launch, before 
being expanded to Madhavaram and Ambattur

 A total of 2.5 lakh households in the four zones generate 2,800 tonnes of solid 
waste every day. 

 The GCC has already launched private conservancy operations in seven zones of 
south and central Chennai. 

NATIONAL
 The Pune-based Serum Institute of India – has shipped out 55 lakh of the 

total 1.1 crore doses of Covid-19 vaccine ‘Covishield’ from its premises to 
other parts of India on January 12

 This kickstarts the biggest rollout of a vaccine in the country’s history
 Every box is printed with a slogan ‘May all be free from disease’
 Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata and Hyderabad will serve as the four major regional 

depots for Covid-19 vaccines
 Among the states that received the vaccine, Bengal topped the list with 10 lakh 

doses, followed by Karnataka (6.68 lakh doses), Bihar (5.49 lakh doses) and 
Tamil Nadu (5.36 lakh doses). 

 As many as 9.63 lakh doses of Covishield will be shipped out from Pune to other 
parts of Maharashtra on January 13.

 The Centre has placed orders to procure 1.1crore doses of Covishield and 55 lakh 
doses of Covaxin, which is being produced by Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech.

 On January 11, the government placed firm orders in advanced commitments for 
over six crore doses of Covid vaccines from SII and Bharat Biotech for inoculating 
three crore healthcare and frontline workers in the first phase at a cost of Rs 
1,300 crore
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 Covishield is priced at ₹200 per dose, while the arrangement with Bharat Biotech 
is to charge ₹295 per dose for 38.5 lakh doses and provide the remaining 16.5 
lakh doses free of cost. 
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 Hence, the individual cost of Covaxin is coming to ₹206 per dose, as per Union 
health seceratry Rajesh Bhushan.

 India’s biggest online-education startup Byju’s - to acquire brick & mortar 
test prep leader Aakash Educational Services Ltd for $1 billion

 The deal for one of the largest edtech acquisitions in the world should close in the 
next two or three months

 However, the details of the deal is yet to be confirmed by both the involved 
institutes

 India’s second-most valuable startup is funded by Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg’s Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, Tiger Global Management and Bond 
Capital, co-founded by Silicon Valley investor Mary Meeker. 

 Blackstone Group-backed Delhi-based Aakash Educational Services runs Aakash 
Institute

 It has over 200 brick and mortar centres and tutors students to gain entry into the 
country’s elite engineering and medical schools. 

 As per the deal with Byju’s, Aakash’s founders, the Chaudhry family, will exit 
completely, while Blackstone will swap a portion of its 37.5% equity in Aakash for 
Byju’s stake

 Bangalore-headquartered Byju’s is valued at $12 billion
 Byju’s was founded by Byju Raveendran, a former teacher and the son of 

educators, who conceived the smartphone app in 2011. 
 The app caters to students from kindergarten to the 12th grade, and has been 

adding over 5 million users a month. 
 It provides lessons in maths and science through video animations and games. 

 On January 8, Electric vehicle company Tesla - officially registered a 
company in India, named Tesla India Motors and Energy, incorporated in 
Bengaluru.

 The new company will focus on either R&D or sales/manufacturing, which is to be 
announced later

 Last year, the founder of Tesla and world’s second richest man Elon Musk had 
announced that Tesla would start selling its cars in India in 2021

 In December, Union road transport and highways minister Nitin Gadkari had 
indicated that the sales of Tesla cars would commence in 2021

 The US electric car maker is also known to be doing R&D in association with at 
least one of the auto engineering companies in Bengaluru.

 The registered company has three directors — Vaibhav Taneja, Venkatrangam 
Sreeram, and David Feinstein. 

 Taneja is chief accounting officer at Tesla, while Feinstein is senior director of 
global trade and new markets — finance at Tesla. 

 Sreeram had co-founded Clear-Quote, an app that assesses damages on 
vehicles instantly based on smartphone images or videos.
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 Tesla India Motors and Energy has an authorised capital of Rs 15 lakh and has its 
registered office on Lavelle Road in Bengaluru’s central business district. 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT
 On January 12, the Supreme Court - announced setting up of a four-member 

expert committee to examine the three contentious farm laws and give a 
report to the court in two months.

 Earlier, the apex court had suspended the implementation of three contentious 
farm laws - Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 
Act, Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act, and the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act

 A bench comprising Chief Justice S A Bobde and Justices A S Bopanna and V 
Ramasubramanian pronounced the verdict 

 The expert committee will hear all stakeholders including the government and 
determine “which provisions of the three farm laws required deletion” in the 
interest of farmers.
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 The committee comprises agricultural economist Pramod Kumar Joshi (Director of 
South Asia, International Food Policy Research Institute), Anil Ghanwat (head of 
farmers’ outfit Shetkari Sangathan), another agricultural economist Ashok Gulati 
(who served as Chairman of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices) 
and Bhupinder Singh Mann, who heads Bhartiya Kisan Union and is chairman of 
an umbrella body, All India Kisan Coordination Committee (AIKCC).

 The bench also ordered that the Minimum Support Price (MSP) system in 
existence before the enactment of the farm laws shall be maintained until further 
orders. 

 In addition, the farmers’ land holdings shall be protected, i.e., no farmer shall be 
dispossessed or deprived of his title as a result of any action taken under the farm 
laws

 This committee shall be provided a place as well as secretarial assistance at Delhi 
by the government. 

 All expenses for the committee to hold sittings at Delhi or anywhere else shall be 
borne by the central government. 

 The representatives of all the farmers’ bodies, whether they are holding a protest 
or not and whether they support or oppose the laws shall participate in the 
deliberations of the committee and put forth their view points. 

 The SC asked the committee to hold its first sitting before January 22 

TAMILNADU’S VACCINATION PLAN – A 
REPORT

 On January 12, Tamil Nadu - received 5.36 lakh doses of Oxford vaccine 
Covishield manufactured by the Serum Institute of India in Pune, which was 
approved by the drug authorities for emergency use. 

 The Centre has also promised to send 20,000 doses of Covaxin manufactured by 
Bharat Biotech in the next few days

 As many as 307 locations have been identified across the state for administering 
the vaccines to priority groups, including healthcare workers, from January 16.

 The vaccines were immediately moved to the state vaccine store in Chennai 
 Later, authorities dispatched 5,12,200 doses to 10 regional vaccine stores in 

Chennai, Cuddalore, Trichy, Thanjavur, Madurai, Sivaganga, Tirunelveli, Vellore, 
Salem and Coimbatore. 

 From here, they will be sent to district vaccine stores and cold chain points in 
about 45 vehicles that have insulation facilities. 

 The vaccine store in Chennai will hold a buffer stock of 24,300 doses. 
 The State will give two doses (0.5ml) of the vaccine in a gap of 28 days. 
 After healthcare providers, it will be given to health workers and then to people 

above 50 years of age. 
 More than 45 insulated vehicles will move thousands of vaccine doses from 

district warehouses to over 2,700 cold chain points in the next couple of days 
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 A total of 21,000 workers will gear up to inoculate healthcare providers from 
January 16 from more than 15,000 vaccination sites readied by the state.

 While 1.18 lakh doses were reserved for Chennai, 73,200 doses were sent to 
Coimbatore, and 59,800 doses were sent to Salem.

 Within Chennai, these would be distributed to the Greater Chennai Corporation 
(63,700 doses), Poonamallee (5,800), Tiruvallur (13,800), Chengalpattu (23,800) 
and Kancheepuram (10,900)

 The Tamil Nadu Medical Services Corporation (TNMSC) had readied facilities to 
transport the vaccines.

 The allotment was done based on the number of beneficiaries in each region
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 From the regional vaccine store, vaccines will be sent to districts. 
 At every point, the temperature for the vaccine will be between 2ºC and 8ºC
 The state has the capacity to store 2.5 crore vaccines in its cold storage units. 
 Vaccinations will begin from 307 vaccinations centres and may increase to 1,000 

centres apart from  2,000 more centres as back up for vaccinating healthcare 
providers


