EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–JANUARY 12,
2021
TAMIL NADU
 The Tamil Nadu government - has set up the Tamil Nadu Linguistic
Minorities Social and Economic Development Corporation to facilitate
access to various government services for the linguistic minorities.
 It will be launched with a special focus to the requirements of the linguistic
minorities in the state
 The corporation will also take steps for preservation and promotion of the minority
languages.
 This is a first-of-its-kind initiative in the entire country
 The corporation would further work towards protecting, promoting and improving
the socio-economic conditions of the linguistic minorities
 It would act as a nodal agency to implement and channelise government policies
and programmes, carry out protection of minority rights and ensure access to
benefits.
 For its effective functioning, the government set up a 16-member board of
Directors for the corporation comprising representatives of various departments,
including finance, industries and commerce and cooperative societies.
 One of the objectives of the corporation is to promote access to education,
including promotion of establishment of educational institutions, focusing on the
needs of the linguistic minorities.
 Individuals or groups would be supported by way of loans and advances.
 The corporation will promote schemes, including micro finance, self-employment
and other ventures like startups in sectors like IT and other technology-led
interventions.
 The move follows a proposal by the Director of Minorities Welfare in December,
raising a range of issues concerning the linguistic minorities in the state.
 Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Urdu and Saurashtra speaking people are the
major linguistic minorities in the state.
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 As per the Census 2011, the state has 83.84 lakh linguistic minorities, which is
11.63% of the total population.
 Linguistic minorities face many problems including inability to access education in
a language of their choice, under representation in employment, business, and
inadequate access to economic opportunities.
 In this scenario, a separate corporation can mobilise loans from institutions,
including commercial banks for onward lending to the beneficiaries.
 The revenue department will issue certificates for linguistic minorities to avail
benefits under various schemes.
 In 1999, the then Government had set up Tamil Nadu Minorities Economic
Development Corporation by taking up interventions like employment generation
schemes, skill and entrepreneurship development programmes, besides providing
financial assistance to entrepreneurs.
 Meanwhile, National commission for minorities VC Atif Rasheed met Governor
Banwarilal Purohit on January 11
 He was in Chennai to review the programmes, including Pradhan Mantri Jan
Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK), being implemented in the identified areas with a high
minority population
 Projects implemented under PMJVK, costing ₹42 crore will be completed shortly.
 On January 11, six eminent personalities - were conferred the 17th Annual
JC Bose Memorial lifetime achievement award.
 Among them was vice-chancellor of the Bharathiar University in Coimbatore, Prof
P Kaliraj, who got the award for his contributions in the field of biotechnology.

 The event was organised by the Indian Science Monitor in association with the
National College in Trichy.
 Justice of Madras high court G R Swaminathan conferred the award on Kaliraj.
 The judge also presented awards to founder-director and CEO, Clean Green Biosystems, Chennai S Prem Mathimaran for his contributions in the field of phytochemicals, herbal medicines and industrial food technology
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 Medical director of Dr Aravindh Vision Care, Dr. Aravind Venkatraman, was also
conferred with the award for his contributions in the field of ophthalmology and
eye surgery.
 Among other awardees was AJM Foundations, Chennai founded by CAA John
Moris for its contributions in economic transformation through innovative projects
like “One Village one CA”.
 The state government - will soon float tenders to construct twin towers on
Anna Salai at Nandanam.

 The buildings, which will serve as commercial hub, will have 20 floors each and
be connected by a skybridge across Anna Salai.
 The government had, in 2017, planned to make the buildings the state’s tallest
skyscrapers with 36 and 50 floors each
 They were modelled on the Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur.
 However, the ambitious plan was dropped later, as the chosen site for the
structures, approximately 10km from the city airport, is on the flight path.
 Now, the government has decided to relaunch the project by reducing the storeys
to 20, so as to get the No Objection Certificate from Airports Authority of India
(AAI) without any hitch.
 AAI’s NOC is essential to obtain planning permission from the Chennai
Metropolitan Development Authority for such high-rise structures.
 The buildings will be rented out mostly to finance companies.
 Deputy Chief Minister O Panneerselvam, who holds housing and urban
development portfolio, held discussions with senior officials from the finance and
housing and urban development departments about the project.
 The multi-storeyed buildings will be constructed on land parcels of the Tamil Nadu
Housing Board (TNHB) headquarters on one side of Anna Salai and that of
Periyar Building located diagonally opposite to it.
 The two land parcels measure about nine acres.
 The Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Fund Management Corporation Limited, promoted
by the state government, is handling the work related to construction of the
commercial hub.
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NATIONAL
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi - urged chief ministers to ensure that realtime data related to Covid-19 vaccination is uploaded on Co-WIN platform
 It is the IT system that will serve as the backbone of the massive vaccination
programme to be rolled out across the country on January 16.
 The PM addressed a meeting of CMs to review preparedness for launch of the
vaccination drive on January 11
 Highlighting the utility of the Co-WIN platform, the PM said after a person received
the first dose of vaccination, Co-WIN will immediately generate a digital
vaccination certificate.
 This certificate will also act as a reminder for the second dose, after which, a final
certificate will be given.
 India aims to achieve vaccination for 30 crore people in the next few months
 Globally, vaccination for Covid-19 has been going on in about 50 countries since
the past three-four weeks, and till now, only about 2.5 crore people have received
vaccination.
 Union minister Nitin Gadkari - to launch an innovative new paint based on
cow dung developed by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) on
January 12.

 The first-of-its-kind eco-friendly, non-toxic paint, called “Khadi Prakritik Paint”, has
anti-fungal and antibacterial properties.
 Based on cow dung as its main ingredient, the paint is cost-effective in
comparison to the branded ones and odorless
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 It has been certified by the Bureau of Indian Standards
 Khadi Prakritik Paint is available in two forms – distemper paint and plastic
emulsion paint.
 The project was conceptualized by KVIC in March 2020, and was later developed
by Kumarappa National Handmade Paper Institute in Jaipur, which is a unit of
KVIC.
 According to the KVIC, the paint is free from heavy metals like lead, mercury,
chromium, arsenic, cadmium and others.
 It will be a boost to local manufacturing and will create sustainable local
employment through technology transfer.
 This technology will increase consumption of cow dung as a raw material for
ecofriendly products and will generate additional revenue to farmers and
gaushalas.
 Khadi Prakritik distemper & emulsion paints have been tested at three national
laboratories.
 On January 11, the Heritage Conservation Committee (HCC) - cleared the
New Parliament Building project paving the way for immediate start of
construction.
 The Heritage Conservation Committee is set up under the chairmanship of
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Urban Affairs under the provisions of Section 23
in Delhi Building Byelaws, 1983 to protect heritage buildings
 The panel looked at the preservation of heritage as per the Unified Building
Bylaws, 2016
 The panel approved the Central Vista project, as the new building will come up on
a new plot without affecting the existing Parliament which is a heritage building.
 The Central Vista Project covers a three kilometre stretch between the
Rashtrapati Bhavan and India Gate.
 The panel has also held a meeting on the redevelopment of Rajpath and a second
meeting is likely soon.
 The Central Public Works Department awarded the redevelopment work to
Shapoorji Pallonji and Company at ₹470 crore on January 8.
 The HCC, set up under the Delhi building bylaws, has majority members from
government agencies including, CPWD, DDA, NDMC and MCD.
 The heritage conservation panel doesn’t have a provision for public hearing.
 While giving the go-ahead to the project, the Supreme Court had directed the
government to get the nod from the heritage conservation panel before starting
work.
 Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Puri said the timeline for the
completion was 2022, the 75th year of Independence.
 On January 11, Serum Institute of India (SII) – launched the process of
transporting ‘Covishield’ vaccine, after obtaining the Centre’s initial
purchase order for 11 million doses at ₹200 a dose
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 This makes the Oxford University-AstraZeneca vaccine, which is being
manufactured by SII, the first Covid-19 vaccine to be used for India’s mass
immunization programme.
 HLL Lifecare Ltd., a public sector undertaking, issued the supply order on behalf
of the Health Ministry.
 According to NITI Aayog member (health) VK Paul, both Covishield and Covaxin
would be used in the initial phase itself.
 On January 12, six refrigerated trucks containing vials of the vaccine were set to
leave the institute for dispatch across the country.
 The vaccine doses will be administered to priority groups, including 3 crore
healthcare and frontline workers, for free from January 16.
 The vaccine, likely to be available in the market by June, is expected to cost
₹1,000 per dose then.
 A cold chain logistics service provider, Kool-Ex Cold Chain Ltd, has been chosen
for moving the vaccine from SII’s manufacturing plant in Pune to 48 government
depots in the first leg.
 Out of the six trucks, two were expected to go to Gujarat and one to Karnal.
 On January 11, Dr Reddy’s Laboratories – has sought the approval of the
Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) for the phase 3 trials of Russian
Covid-19 vaccine Sputnik V
 The move comes after the independent Data and Safety Monitoring Board
(DSMB) reviewed the safety data submitted from the Phase 2 trials of the vaccine
 According to DSMB, there were no safety concerns with the vaccine and
recommended Phase 3 recruitment and continuation of the trial without any
modifications
 The randomized, double-blind, parallel-group, placebo-controlled Phase 2 study in
India was conducted on 100 subjects
 It was a bridging study to the larger global Phase 3 study on 31,000 subjects.
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 Earlier, Dr Reddy’s partnered with Russian sovereign wealth fund Russian Direct
Investment Fund (RDIF) for conducting clinical trials and distributing over 100
million doses in India.
 The Sputnik V has now been administered to over 1 million people in Russia and
over 300,000 people in Argentina.
 Sputnik V was the world’s first registered vaccine against Covid-19 after it was
registered in August 2020
 It has shown an efficacy of around 91.4%, according to RDIF.
 The vaccine’s clinical trials are also underway in UAE, Egypt, Venezuela and
Belarus, while it has been registered in Algeria, Argentina, Belarus, Bolivia and
Serbia for inoculation.

SUPREME COURT VERDICT
 On January 11, the Supreme Court - criticised the Centre for inept handling
of the farm protests.
 The apex court said it intends to ‘hold’ the implementation of the contentious farm
laws to enable protesting farmers express their grievances before an SCconstituted expert committee headed by a former Chief Justice of India.
 However, the protesting farmer unions maintained that they would not meet the
proposed panel and demanded the repeal of the three controversial farm laws
 The SC has listed the petitions for passing orders on January 12.
 The protesting farmers have also refused to discuss the laws clause by clause
with the government
 Appearing for the eight farm unions, senior advocates Dushyant Dave, H S
Phoolka, Colin Gonsalves and advocate Prashant Bhushan welcomed the
suggestion to keep implementation of the laws in hold.
 A three-judge Bench, led by Chief Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde, asked the
parties to suggest names of former CJIs, one of whom could head the committee.
 The suggested names include Justice R M Lodha, who was earlier assigned by
the SC to reform the BCCI.
 The AG maintained that not a single petitioner or farmers’ union had shown
anything wrong with the farm laws
 To arrive at an amicable solution, the apex court had also proposed to constitute a
committee comprising experts drawn from Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR)
 The SG said the government did its best to resolve the situation by earnestly
holding talks with the protesting farmers.
 The three farm laws that were recently enacted by the Union Government are –
 Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Act, 2020
 Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
2020 and
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 Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020

INTERNATIONAL
 Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman - unveiled his latest vision for
Saudi Arabia’s future beyond oil - a city with no cars, roads and zero carbon
emissions.
 The 170 kilometre-long development called “The Line” will be part of the $500
billion project called “Neom”
 Construction is planned to start in the first quarter.
 ‘The Line’ is a walkable “belt of hyper-connected future communities, without cars
and roads and built around nature”.
 The proposed city would have 1 million residents and create 380,000 jobs by
2030.
 The infrastructure will cost $100 billion to $200 billion

DEFENCE
 On January 12, India - will kick off its largest-ever coastal defence exercise
“Sea Vigil”
 During the two-day sea exercise, all maritime stakeholders led by the Navy will
patrol the country’s entire 7,516-km coastline including island territories and the
two million sq km Exclusive Economic Zone.
 It will assess the country’s preparedness in the domain of maritime security and
coastal defence
 The biennial exercise is a build-up towards the major combat exercise TROPEX
(Theatre-Level Readiness Operational Exercise) scheduled in end-January and
early-February
 It is an inter-service military exercise that involves the participation of Indian
Air Force, Indian Army and Indian Navy.
 The exercise will feature the country’s western and eastern fleets in highvoltage sea manoeuvres and is conducted once in every two years
 The first TROPEX was held in 2005.
 The TROPEX is usually conducted in three phases - independent workup
phase, tactical phase and joint workup phase.
 This is the second time after January 2019 that the countrywide Sea Vigil coastal
defence exercise is being held
 The exercise, coordinated by the Navy, will involve all the 13 coastal States and
Union Territories, along with other maritime stakeholders, including the fishing and
coastal communities.
 It will see participation of several warships, ships, patrol vessels, aircraft and
helicopters from the Navy, Coast Guard, Customs and other maritime agencies
 Further, the ministries of defence, home affairs, shipping, petroleum and fisheries
will also be involved along with state governments.
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ECONOMY
 On January 11, the equity benchmark Sensex – crosses 49,000 mark for the
first time in its history, before closing at 49,269 points, its all-time closing
high

 The 30-scrip index jumped 487 points on the day, thanks to the net infusions of
more than ₹3,100 crore from foreign portfolio investors, led by software and
financial stocks.
 The day’s rally was also supported by expectations of bold moves by the
government in the Budget that could boost the economic revival process
 The market’s surge also made investors richer by ₹70,000 crore with BSE’s
market capitalisation now at an all-time peak of ₹196.3 lakh crore
 In dollar terms, this took India’s market capitalisation to $2.7 trillion.

AWARDS
 Colonel B Santosh Babu and at least four other soldiers - are set to be
posthumously honoured with gallantry medals on Republic Day.

 They have martyred while bravely fighting the Chinese troops in the violent
skirmish at Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh on June 15
 The “citations” for the medals to the “gallants of Galwan”, who inflicted “heavy
casualties” on the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) during “Operation Snow
Leopard”, have been sent to the President for approval
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 The Army has already built a memorial in eastern Ladakh for Colonel Babu, the
commanding officer of 16 Bihar, and the 19 other soldiers who laid down their
lives during the skirmish at Galwan valley.
 The PLA has so far refused to disclose the number of its casualties
 The skirmish had begun after the PLA started dismantling an observation post on
Indian Territory near the ‘Yjunction’ (Y-Nala) of the Shyok and Galwan rivers in
the Galwan Valley.
 Col Babu and his team were attacked by Chinese troops armed with nail-studded
rods and stones in a premeditated manner when they moved further to Patrolling
Point 14.

OBITUARY
 Celebrated Indian-American author Ved Mehta - died in the U.S. on January
9.

 Mehta overcame blindness and became widely known as the 20th century writer
most responsible for introducing American readers to India
 The New Yorker magazine, where he had been a staff writer for 33 years,
announced the death on January 10.
 Mehta was born in pre-Partition Lahore into a well-off Punjabi family in 1934.
 He lost his eyesight at the age of three from meningitis.
 He is best known for his 12-volume memoir, which focused on the troubled
modern history of India and his early struggles with blindness.
 Mehta authored 24 books that included volumes of reportage on India, among
them Walking the Indian Streets (1960), Portrait of India (1970) and Mahatma
Gandhi and His Apostles (1977), as well as explorations of philosophy, theology
and linguistics.

NATIONAL DAY
 National Youth Day (Yuva Diwas) - January 12
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 The National Youth Day, also known as Swami Vivekanand Jayanti, is celebrated
to commemorate the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda
 In 1984 the Government of India declared this day as National Youth Day
 The first National Youth Day was observed in 1985
 The day is observed to honour the teachings and ideals of Swami Vivekananda
 Swami Vivekanand saw hope for the future in every youth and believed that with
“muscles of iron” and “nerves of steel” they could bring about social change.
 Theme 2021 - YUVAAH-Utsah Naye Bharat Ka
 Swami Vivekanand was born on January 12, 1863.
 He met Shri Ramkrishna Pramahamsa at the Dakshineswar Kali Temple and
became his disciple in the year 1881.
 Swami Vivekananda represented India at the Parliament of the World Religion in
1893 that was held at Chicago.
 The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports organizes National Youth Festival to
celebrate National Youth Day.
 The National Youth Parliament is held as a part of National Youth Festival.
 This year, PM Narendra Modi is to address the National Youth Parliament.
 The first National Youth Festival was celebrated in 1995.
 It is organised by the National Service Scheme every year.
 The International Youth Day is celebrated on August 12, since the year 2000
 It is observed by the United Nations and several other international organizations.
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