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TAMIL NADU
 The Tamil Nadu government – is planning to start the Cauvery-Vaigai-

Gundar link scheme shortly
 The link scheme will begin with the construction of a flood carrier canal for about 

11km in Karur and Pudukkottai districts. 
 The public works department will finalize bids and the foundation stone for the 

project is expected to be laid in January 2021
 The scheme is the last leg of the Mahanadhi-Godavari link to the deficit basins of 

Krishna, Pennar, Cauvery, Vaigai and Gundar
 This will be developed under the peninsular rivers development component 

of the National Perspective Plan.
 Earlier, the state public works department submitted a detailed project report to 

the government for the design of canal from Cauvery (Kattalai barrage) to South 
Vellar river to divert the flood waters. 

 This phase I linking project report is prepared based on a draft report from the 
National Water Development Agency

 The canal, which will pass through Karur, Tiruchi, Pudukottai, Sivaganga, 
Ramanathapuram and Virudhunagar districts, will be around 260 km long

 The canal will have the capacity to carry 6,000 cubic feet per second (cusecs) of 
water.

 It has been conceived only for diverting the flood or excess water of the Cauvery 
to Agniyar, South Vellar, Manimuthar, Vaigai and the Gundar

 This diversion will help meet drinking water requirements and recharge 
groundwater in drought-hit areas of Karur, Trichy and Pudukkottai districts.

 The state government has estimated ₹6,941 crore for the construction of the canal
 It has to be recalled that Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami had requested 

Union home minister Amit Shah during his recent visit to Chennai to provide 
financial assistance for the scheme 
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 The state has commenced the land acquisition of around 3,440 acres for the first 
phase of the river linking project. 

 Totally, around 6,730 acres are required for the project, which will be executed in 
three phases.

 The state government directed the Tamil Nadu Water Resources Conservation 
and River Restoration Corporation to apply for NABARD loan assistance.

 The proposal under the scheme is to divert 6,360 cusecs of water for nine days 
from the availability of 8.5tmcft from surplus of Mettur dam. 

 This is at 50% dependability calculated over a period of 83 years (1936 to 2018). 
 The 25m wide canal will start from the Kattalai barrage with full supply level of 

100.75m.
 The state expert appraisal committee and the state environment impact 

assessment authority recently cleared the Terms of Reference with public hearing 
for environment study and clearance. 

 According to the state government, the flood canal project would bring economic 
prosperity to the acute water, drought prone area in the vicinity

 It would further act as a lifeline to the people of the region

 The Greater Chennai Corporation – has announced a new initiative by name 
‘PASUMAI’, which refers to ‘Park Adoption Scheme for Urban Landscape 
Maintenance and Improvement’

 Under the initiative, NGOs, organisations and even individuals can now adopt a 
park, a centre median or a traffic island in Chennai city for free.

 To facilitate this, the civic body has waived the ₹50,000 caution deposit and the 
annual adoption fee of ₹100 per sqm of park. 

 The decision was made to ensure proper maintenance of infrastructure.
 Those adopting parks can also put up small boards stating that they maintain the 

park along with their brand or the name of the company or resident welfare 
association.

 Of the 703 corporation parks, 51 have been adopted so far. 
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 The corporation maintains 54 parks and has outsourced 554 to contractors. 
 The adoption period will cover one year and can be renewed annually.
 Park maintenance usually involves appointment of a security guard, sweepers, 

gardeners who trim trees regularly and conduct minor repairs of play equipment. 
 Monthly maintenance cost varies between ₹1,500 and ₹1 lakh depending on the 

area and number of trees in the park. 

 On December 24, Greater Chennai Corporation - announced a rollback of its 
earlier decision to collect user fee for the removal of garbage from residents 
and commercial establishments

 Corporation Commissioner G. Prakash announced that the proposal was being 
indefinitely postponed based on the advice of CM Edappadi K. Palaniswami. 

 The withdrawal was considered following representations from citizen groups, 
traders and the public requesting not to levy the charges

 On December 22, the civic body had announced that the user fee would be 
collected from January 1 based on the Centre’s Solid Waste Management rules 
2016 and it has to be paid along with the property tax.

 The fees were based on size and usage of buildings. 
 Residential building with built area up to 500sqft would have to pay ₹10 per month 

while the building with 501sqft-1200sqft would require paying ₹25. 
 A fee of ₹100 was required be paid for buildings with built up area of 1201sqft-

2400sqft and those above 2401sqft.
 Commercial establishments and schools, places of worship would be charged 

₹500 per month.
 Events held in open public spaces, except funeral and government awareness 

activities, would attract a charge of ₹5,000 to ₹20,000 by the corporation based on 
the number of participants.

 Penalties for litter in public, non segregation of waste, burning of waste and 
dumping of garbage in water bodies would be charged a fine of anywhere 
between ₹100 to ₹5,000.

 The corporation would have been able to collect anywhere between ₹60crore to 
₹80crore annually if this charges were levied. 
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 For the first time, the public works department (PWD) – has announced the 
renovation of 29 heritage structures across Tamil Nadu in a single phase. 

 The state government has sanctioned ₹80.83 crore to restore the heritage 
buildings

 This will be a major project for the Public Works Department (PWD) that has been 
restoring heritage buildings in Chennai.

 A separate ‘Building Centre and Conservation Division’ in the PWD, with 16 
assistant engineers, has been working towards heritage conservation since 2016. 

 Of the total number of 29 structures for which funds have been sanctioned, 
Kanniyakumari and Pudukottai account for five each. 

 Two buildings each in Tiruchi, Thanjavur, Cuddalore, Madurai and Tiruvannamalai 
districts are being covered, in addition to one each in nine districts, including 
Sivaganga, Virudhunagar, Ramanathapuram and Dharmapuri.

 The Travellers Bungalow at Thiruvattar in Kanniyakumari district and the 
Collector’s residence at Pudukottai will get a facelift.

 The heritage structures include the Government Printing Press in Chennai, district 
collectorates at Cuddalore, Madurai and Pudukottai. 

 The tenders for the projects would be floated in January and finalised by the third 
week of February. 

 The renovation will begin in another two months and is planned to be completed 
within a year. 

 Currently, the building centre and conservation division of PWD is renovating 
Humayun Mahal at the Chepauk Palace in Chennai.

 Kohinoor Sheik Abdullah bungalow in Kodaikanal, the Rani Mangammal building 
in Tiruchi and Governor's Bungalow in Coimbatore will also renovated. 

 A budget of around ₹14 crore has been earmarked to restore the Government 
Printing Press building in Old Mint area of Chennai

 Also, ₹3.1 crore has been allocated for conservation and restoration of the 
Collector's camp office building (Clive House) in Cuddalore. 

 Around ₹4 crore has been set aside to renovate collectorates at Madurai and 
Pudukottai. 

 The eight heritage court buildings that will get a facelift includes district court, 
munsif court and chief judicial magistrate courts in districts such as Dharmapuri, 
Nagapaittnam, Trichy and Theni. 

 Tamil Nadu – has started the training of 21,170 nurses as a first step 
towards administering the Covid-19 vaccine to the public from January 2021

 In this regard, the state is readying cold storage facilities at 27 government 
medical college hospitals, 303 other government hospitals, and 2,286 primary 
health centres that will be used to give vaccine shots

 Initially, five lakh doctors, nurses, lab technicians, sanitary workers and 
pharmacists from government and private hospitals will be covered in the first 
phase. 
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 At least one lakh of them are from Chennai, which has around 7,000 healthcare 
establishments.

 After healthcare professionals, others on the frontline — personnel from the 
police, municipal administration, revenue and media — besides the elderly and 
those with co-morbidities could be vaccinated

 District-level committees had been formed to prepare for the immunisation. 
 The state has asked the Centre for 1,144 ice-lined refrigerators, 992 deep 

freezers, 10 refrigeration vaccine vehicles and 20 more walk-in coolers and 
freezers. 

 To cover its entire population, the State government has identified 33,438 
anganwadis and 11,146 health sub-centres too as possible vaccination sites.

STATES
 The Karnataka government has unveiled a new e-governance portal - the 

‘Farmer Registration and Unified beneficiary Information System’ (FRUITS)

 
 The new portal would serve as a repository of farmland information and has farm 

loan details on a single platform. 
 All farmers will be registered and given an identification number on the portal. 
 Canara Bank has agreed to run FRUITS on a pilot basis

 Karnataka chief minister BS Yediyurappa – announced the withdrawal of 
night curfew orders across the state on December 24 after his 
announcement a day earlier

 The move follows the feedback from the public and discussion with cabinet 
colleagues and senior officials

 The public should prevent the spread of the virus by self-imposing regulations, 
wearing masks, maintaining distance, avoiding unnecessary travel and 
maintaining strict adherence to government-imposed Covid-19 control rules

 The government had announced a week-long night curfew on December 23. 

NATIONAL
 On December 23, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs - approved 

changes to the post-matric scholarship scheme for students from the 
Scheduled Castes
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 The changes include a new funding pattern of 60-40 for the Centre and the States 
from 2021-22

 They were aimed at enabling four crore students to access higher education over 
the next five years

 This was announced by Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Thawarchand 
Gehlot at a press briefing. 

 Further, an investment of ₹59,048 crore, of which ₹35,534 crore would be the 
Centre’s share, had been approved.

 To avoid the delay in getting the amount, the financial assistance would be sent to 
the beneficiaries’ accounts directly on DBT [direct benefit transfer] mode and 
preferably using the Aadhaar Enabled Payment System.

 An estimated 1.36 crore students who would otherwise drop out after Class 10 
would be brought into the higher education system under the scheme in five 
years. 

 A campaign for enrolling students from the poorest households would also be 
carried out 

 The States would be asked to carry out verification of the students’ eligibility and 
caste status and collect their Aadhaar and bank account details. 

 Also, community audits of the scheme would be conducted to make sure the 
benefits were reaching the students and maintain accountability

 The Central assistance would be increased to be around ₹6,000 core annually 
during 2020-21 to 2025-26

 It was around ₹1,100 crore annually during 2017-18 to 2019-20

 In a first, Hindustan Unilever (HUL) - has framed a formal policy to protect 
its employees from domestic abuse. 

 This extends the scope of employee’s wellbeing beyond work — that is, the office 
— to his/her personal life and home. 

 The policy seeks to protect and grant relief to employees who are survivors of 
abuse, or acts of physical/emotional abuse beyond the workplace. 
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 During the lockdown, cases of domestic violence have gone up significantly. 
 The complaints the National Commission for Women (NCW) received on 

domestic violence against women doubled in the first month of the lockdown 
 Standard Chartered has developed a toolkit of various support mechanisms to 

assist individuals experiencing domestic violence and abuse 
 This includes providing counselling through employee assistance 

programmes and local NGOs
 As per the policy, an employee can reach out to the company for support if he/she 

foresees a threat to their physical/emotional safety or identifies as a survivor of 
abuse beyond the workplace

 According to HUL, the policy is called as a “discretionary welfare policy”

 On December 24, the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) -released to 
public the initial data from Chandrayaan-2, India’s second Moon mission, 
which was launched on July 22, 2019.

 The Orbiter, carrying eight experiments/ payloads, is performing well and sending 
data received. 

 It was injected into a lunar orbit on September 2, 2019
 The public release data was archived at the Indian Space Science Data Center 

(ISSDC) in Byalalu, near Bengaluru 
 It is prepared in the standard, globally followed planetary data system-4 (PDS4) 

format for public release. 
 Isro Science Data Archive (ISDA) currently holds data sets acquired by 

Chandrayaan-2 from September 2019 to February 2020 from seven instruments. 
 The set released now is referred as ‘basic’ data — what Isro calls Level-0 and 

Level-1 datasets — prepared using PDS4 standards. 
 The ISSDC is the nodal center of planetary data archive for planetary missions of 

Isro.
 The public can access the data from: https://pradan.issdc.gov.in/

 India – challenges Vodafone arbitration ruling in Singapore court in $2 
billion tax dispute case

 On September 25 2020, The Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague’s 
Singapore seat ruled that India’s claim of a tax liability on Vodafone was in a 
breach of an investment treaty agreement between India and the Netherlands

 The government had 90 days to challenge the tribunal’s order 
 According to the government, taxation is not covered under investment protection 

treaties and the law on taxation is a sovereign right of the country
 The international arbitration court had rejected India’s demand for more than 

₹22,000 crore in taxes and penalties relating to the British telecom’s acquisition of 
67% of stake in Hutchison Whampoa for $11 billion in 2007.

 In 2012, after losing the case in the Supreme Court, the government had 
amended the law retrospectively 
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 The companies involved in the transaction had argued that no payment was 
required as the deal involved overseas entities. 

 They held that there is no need to pay the taxes since India and the Netherlands 
had signed a bilateral investment treaty (BIT) in 1995, which exempted such 
investments from taxation.

 The government, however, stressed that capital gains tax needed to be paid in 
India given that the underlying assets are in the country

 On December 23, the Netherlands seat of the Permanent Court of Arbitration of 
The Hague ruled that the Indian government’s retrospective tax demand against 
the global oil and gas major Cairn Energy was “inconsistent” with the UK-India 
bilateral treaty.

 The tribunal had asked the government to pay $1.2 billion apart from interest and 
cost to the British energy firm

 India is expected to challenge this ruling, too, given the size of the award
 The Centre’s liability in the Vodafone case is limited to ₹85 crore in legal cost

INTERNATIONAL
 Britain and the European Union – struck a last minute post-Brexit trade 

agreement on December 24

 The deal follows 11 months of ‘hard fought’ negotiations and ended just a week 
before a year-end deadline on December 31, 2020

 It will serve as a blueprint for how the two sides will coexist after ending deep ties 
built over a 47-year relationship

 Even though the deal has been agreed, it still needs to be made law after 
approval of both the UK and European parliaments.

 The deal contains new rules for how the UK and EU will live, work and trade 
together.

 The United Kingdom left the European Union on January 31, 2020
 It was the first country to leave the Brussels-based European Union
 The EU is the UK's nearest and biggest trading partner
 The term ‘Brexit’ refers to ‘British exit’ from the 27-nation European Union bloc.
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 Brexit happened following a public vote - or referendum – which was held in June 
2016, to decide whether the UK should be in the EU (Leave EU – 52% as against 
48% to remain in EU)

 If approved, the agreement would take effect January 1, 4 1/2 years after a 
narrow majority of Britons voted to leave the EU.

 PM Boris Johnson of Britain won a landslide election victory in 2019 after 
assurances of Brexit. 

 Johnson described the agreement as a “jumbo” free trade deal along the lines of 
that done between the European Union and Canada. 

 The trade pact will not cover services, which make up 80% of the British 
economy, including banking industry that positions London as the only financial 
capital to rival New York. 

SPORTS
 On December 2, the Indian cricket board (BCCI) - appointed former India 

pacers Chetan Sharma, Abey Kuruvilla and Debasis Mohanty as national 
selectors. 

 Chetan Sharma will replace Sunil Joshi as the chairman of senior national 
selection committee. 

 Joshi and Harvinder Singh, who were appointed as selectors in February, will 
continue in their roles.

 Chetan, Kuruvilla and Mohanty will represent north, west and east zones. 
 The new team of selectors was chosen by the cricket advisory committee (CAC) 

comprising of Madan Lal, RP Singh and Sulakshana Naik
 Former India pacer Ajit Agarkar and Chetan Sharma were the main contenders for 

the chief selector’s role. 
 Odisha speedster, Mohanty has been promoted to senior committee from being 

the chief selector of junior committee.
 Interestingly, the committee will be reviewed by CAC after a year even as they are 

eligible for tenure of at least two years.
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 Chetan was appointed as the chief selector as he played more number of Test 
matches than the other candidates, including Sunil Joshi

 Agarkar has played 191 ODIs and 26 Tests whereas Chetan has played 23 Tests 
and 65 ODIs. 

 Chetan — infamously remembered for the last-ball six he conceded to Pakistan’s 
Javed Miandad in Sharjah in the 1986 — represented India from 1984 to 1994

 He was the first Indian to perform a hat-trick in ODIs, against New Zealand during 
the 1987 World Cup. 

 Chetan was BCCI president Sourav Ganguly’s teammate in the 1993-94 Ranji 
Trophy final for Bengal

 Kuruvilla has played 10 Tests and 25 ODIs, while Debasis Mohanty two Tests and 
45 ODIs.

 The 89th annual general meeting of the BCCI – concluded on December 24
 The members gave the approval for the introduction of two new franchises in the 

Indian Premier League (IPL) of the 2022 edition
 They have also agreed to reduce the budget for the new National Cricket 

Academy (NCA) infrastructure and decided to back the International Cricket 
Council’s (ICC) bid for inclusion of Cricket in the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics 

 However, the 2021 edition of the IPL will continue to be an eight-team affair

 The members agreed to reduce the budget of Rs 450 crore – allocated to the 
National Cricket Academy’s new infrastructure – to Rs 150 crore. 

 The remaining amount, of around Rs 300 crore, will now be spent on developing 
infrastructure in zonal academies.
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 Incumbent IPL General Council chairman Brijesh Patel got reelected to the chair 
while former IPL General Council chairman Rajiv Shukla was re-elected as vice-
president. 

 Former India left-arm spinner Pragyan Ojha was appointed as a representative of 
the Indian Cricketers’ Association.

 Further, the board had decided to pay all domestic cricketers their share of fees 
for the season irrespective of the matches being held or not

 Cricket was part of Olympic sport in the year 1900. 
 Great Britain claimed gold while France took silver and there was no third nation.


