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TAMIL NADU
 The Tamil Nadu government - has granted permission to conduct the annual 

‘bull taming’ sport ‘Jallikattu’ next year with certain restrictions. 
 Bull taming sports such as jallikattu, manjuvirattu and vadamadu will be permitted 

with a maximum of 300 tamers during the next year
 A maximum of 150 racers will be allowed in the traditional bull race ‘Erudhu vidum 

vizha’ across the state. 
 The traditional events are held usually between January and May. 
 In all events, only 50% of the audience capacity will be allowed and only after 

thermal screening
 Tamers will have to show a Covid-19 negative certificate from government testing 

laboratories to participate in the sport.
 Observers have to wear masks and maintain physical distance
 The government will release a standard operating procedure for the events soon
 Earlier, the state government enacted a law in 2017, amending the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960
 The law aims to preserve the cultural heritage of the state and to ensure the 

survival and wellbeing of the native breeds of bulls, legalising the jallikattu events
 Prizes such as cars and motorbikes will continue to be given away after the event. 
 Major events would take place in Avaniyapuram, Palamedu and Alanganallur. 

 Tamil Nadu health secretary J Radhakrishnan – released a report ‘Spotlight 
on infant feeding in Tamil Nadu -2020’ on December 23

 The report was produced by the Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India (BPNI) 
and State Breastfeeding Trends Initiative (SBTi) team in TN

 Tamil Nadu scored 64 of 100 on policy and programmes based on 10 different 
parameters, as per the report

 The parameters include maternity protection, health and nutrition care systems, 
infant feeding and HIV, and state policy governance and funding
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 Of the 10, the State performed ‘poor’ in following 10 steps to successful 
breastfeeding  including training staff to implement breastfeeding practices, 
implementing infant milk substitutes feeding bottles, and infant foods and infant 
feeding during disasters.

 The report highlighted the NFHS-4 survey which found early initiation of 
breastfeeding within 1 hour of birth was 54.7%. 

 However, the State did well in providing accurate and unbiased information 
support, monitoring and evaluation.

 In Tamil Nadu, 34% of births are by C-section, which is well above the WHO 
threshold of 15% and also well above the rate recorded in other states.

 The Chennai-Mysore (via Bengaluru) high speed rail line – will halt at seven 
stations before reaching Mysuru as per the initial alignment and plan 
prepared by the National High Speed Rail Corporation (NHSRC).

 These stations will be Poonamallee and Arakkonam in Tamil Nadu, Chittor in 
Andhra Pradesh and Bangarapet, Bengaluru, Channapatna, Mandya and Mysuru 
in Karnataka. 

 A depot to maintain trains is being planned at Poonamallee.
 A multi-model transit hub linking railways, metro rail and buses is likely to be 

planned to link the line to the city.
 The National High Speed Rail Corporation has floated a tender to identify an 

agency to do a preparatory survey for the alignment of line.
 High speed trains will run at a maximum speed of 350Kmph and operational 

speed of 320Kmph.
 It is likely to have standard gauge tracks like the metro rail network with the train 

capacity of 750 passengers.
 A National Rail Plan (NRP) policy which was prepared by RITES–AECOM JV has 

proposed 13 corridors in total (existing and extensions) with a combined total 
length of 7,897km. 

 It has also fixed 2,051 as the deadline for Chennai – Bengaluru – Mysuru (462km) 
high speed rail 

 But the project is likely to be implemented much before as the paperwork like 
survey for land, alignment, preparation of detailed project report is progressing 
fast.

 The corridor is likely to reduce travel time between the three cities to one and a 
half hours. 

 The Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) of the Union environment ministry -
has deferred an environmental clearance proposal from Tangedco to set up 
a 600MW hydroelectric project at Kundah in Nilgiris. 

 The panel has asked Tangedco to carry out an impact study, prepare wildlife 
conservation and environment management plans to obtain EC. 
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 The ₹650-crore project aimed at addressing peak-time power deficiency in the 
state faced stiff opposition from environmentalists and locals.

 The project’s proposed location — between two major wildlife national parks and 
near elephant corridors — is harmful in both engineering and environment fronts. 

 The Initial Environmental Clearance (EC) given for the project in 2007 was 
extended in various stages till May 2020 

 However, the project couldn’t be commissioned by then due to fund shortage 

STATES
 After Maharashtra, Karnataka - announced night curfew between 11 pm and 

5 am from December 24 to January 1 across the state
 The move, announced on December 23, is seen as a precautionary measure 

amid concerns over a new Covid-19 variant spreading in the UK.
 Karnataka chief minister BS Yediyurappa had initially announced night restrictions 

from Wednesday night to January 2 between 10 pm and 6 am, with stringent 
restrictions.

 The Midnight Mass on December 24 on account of Christmas can be held without 
any obstruction as per norms issued earlier

 In guidelines issued on December 17, the government had said organisers and 
supervisors at churches must ensure that a large number of people do not gather 
at a time and social distancing is maintained.

 Long-distance night buses, train services, and air services would, however, be 
permitted. 

 There would be no restriction on movement of any type of goods through trucks, 
goods vehicles or goods carriers. 

 Taxis and autos have been permitted to drop/pick up people to/from bus stops 
and railway stations/airports.

 All industries/companies/organisations that require operations at night would be 
permitted to operate with 50% staff.

 Parties, special DJ dance programmes and special events at clubs, pubs, 
restaurants and other places that attract people in large numbers without social 
distancing have been prohibited from December 30 to January 2. 

 The People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), an amalgam of six 
parties - has won 110 seats in the first ever District Development Council 
polls held in 20 seats across the Union Territory (UT) of Jammu and 
Kashmir

 This is the first major direct polling exercise in the region after the scrapping of its 
special status in August last year

 The Alliance had won 6 district councils while leading in another 6.
 BJP had secured 5 district councils, while leading in another one. 
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 The PAGD comprises of the National Conference (NC) and the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) alongwith the Peoples Conference, the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist, the Peoples Movement and the Awami National Conference

 The alliance took shape in October 2020 to demand the restoration of the 
erstwhile state’s special status.

 It had swept the Muslim-majority Kashmir region (140 seats), while the BJP 
performed well in the Hindu-dominated Jammu (140 seats) region.

 The Congress was poised to become a distant third.
 The National Conference won 67 of the 164 seats it contested with the best 

success rate of 41% among all the parties 

NATIONAL
 The Indian government - has been asked to pay over Rs 10000 crore 

(₹1.4bn) as damages to the British oil and gas exploration company, Cairn 
Energy Plc in a tax dispute case dating back to 2006-07

 The three-member arbitration tribunal, which also comprised a nominee of the 
Indian government, ruled against the Centre saying that the tax claim was not a 
valid demand

 The panel held that the Centre had “failed to uphold its obligations” under the UK-
India bilateral investment treaty and international laws

 Earlier, India has sought tax payments of ₹10,247 crore from the company for its 
business reorganisation in the country into a separate subsidiary for listing on 
local stock exchanges in 2006

 The Indian tax authorities had seized 10% of Cairn India Ltd.’s shares, then 
valued at about $1 billion

 In 2011, Cairn Energy sold most of its holding in the Indian unit to billionaire Anil 
Agarwal’s Vedanta Resources Plc for $8.7 billion. 
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 Cairn Energy had transferred ownership of its Rajasthan oil field, the country’s 
biggest onshore discovery in two decades, to Cairn India.

 According to Cairn, it had claimed a loss of $1 billion for a transaction which had 
been approved by the Foreign Investment Promotion Board that also had the 
revenue secretary as its member.

 In 2014, Cairn faced a tax probe eight years after the IPO-related reorganisation.
 Cairn was the only company against which the government took action to recover 

retrospective taxes.
 In September, the government  lost a similar case relating to ₹22,100-crore ($3 

billion) UK’S Vodafone Group tax dispute
 In the Vodafone case, the government had sought payment for the telecom giant’s 

acquisition of 67% stake from Hutch 
 A retrospective amendment of the law was made by the then finance minister 

Pranab Mukherjee in 2012

 On December 23, the Union Cabinet - approved revisions to guidelines for 
providing direct to home services 

 Accordingly, licences will be issued for 20 years, renewed automatically every 10 
years, and 100% FDI will be permitted in the sector. 

 This was announced by I&B minister Prakash Javadekar 
 The government also revised the licence fee from 10% of gross revenues (GR), to 

8% of adjusted gross revenues (AGR), which will be calculated after deduction of 
GST from GR. 
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 The licence fee will now be collected on a quarterly basis instead of an annual 
payment.

 Additionally, the revised guidelines mandate a one-time, non-refundable 
registration fee of ₹10,000 per platform service channel from a DTH operator.

 The revision of guidelines for the DTH sector had been pending since 2014. 

 Various leaders - paid floral tribute to former Prime Minister Chaudhary 
Charan Singh on his birth anniversary at Central Hall in Parliament House 
on December 23

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and senior BJP leaders recalled the late 
Chaudhary Charan Singh as a leader of farmers on his birth anniversary

 Recalling Charan Singh as one of the most respected farmer leaders of the 
country, defence Minister Rajnath Singh said he had always fought for the rights 
of farmers and worked for their welfare

 The defence minister said he saluted farmers on the occasion of ‘Kisan Diwas’ for 
providing food security to the nation.

 Meanwhile, PM Narendra Modi  will release more than ₹18,000 crore to over 
nine crore farmers under the ‘income support’ scheme (PM-Kisan) on 
December 24, 2020

 The day marks the birth anniversary of former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee
 Prime minister will also have a conversation with farmers from six states during 

the event. 
 The farmers will share their experiences with PM-Kisan and also on various other 

initiatives taken by the government for the welfare of farmers

 On December 23, the Union Cabinet - approved the merger of Films 
Division, Directorate of Film Festivals, National Film Archives of India and 
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the Children’s Film Society into ‘National Film Development Corporation’ for 
“better coordination”. 

 The vision of the new entity will be to ensure balanced and focused development 
of Indian cinema in all its genres - feature films, including films, content for the 
OTT platforms, children’s content, animation, short films and documentaries

 The recommendations for a closer coordination of the work done by the film and 
media units were first proposed by the Bimal Julka Committee. 

 The Films Division was founded in 1948 and the oldest of the four units
 It was created primarily to produce documentaries and news magazines as 

publicity for government programmes and to keep a cinematic record of Indian 
history. 

 The National Film Archives of India was set up in 1964 with the primary objective 
of acquiring and preserving Indian cinematic heritage. 

 The Directorate of Film Festivals was constituted in 1973 to promote Indian films 
and cultural exchange.

 An autonomous organisation, the Children’s Film Society, was established in 1955 
with the specific objective of providing children and young people value-based 
entertainment through the medium of films.

HIGH COURT VERDICT
 The Madras high court – has directed the archaeological survey of India 

(ASI) to consider a proposal from Tamil Nadu Open University (TNOU) to 
study the Sangam-era fort at Porpanaikottai in Pudukottai district

 It is the only fort in Tamil Nadu belonging to Sangam era
 The hero stones with Tamil Brahmi inscriptions dating back to the second century 

CE have been found in the fort
 Further, broken earthen pots were found in the fort built of Sangam era bricks
 Around 14 furnaces made after drilling rock surface highlights the extraction of 

metal from its ore during the era
 The court directed ASI to consider the request from TNOU before January 31. 

OBITUARY
 Malayalam poet, environmentalist, women's rights activist and Padma Shri 

awardee, Sugathakumari (86 years) - died on December 23 while undergoing 
treatment for Covid-19 
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 In a poetic career spanning over six decades, Sugathakumari wrote several 
memorable poems that were notable for their empathy, love of the natural world 
and philosophical quest. 

 Her favourite themes include Oppression of women and exploitation of nature
 Born on January 22, 1934, Sugatha entered the world of poetry in 1960 with her 

first collection 'Muthuchippikal'.
 Since then, she had written various soft poetry collections like Pathirapookkal, 

Krishna Kavithakal, Ratrimazha, Ambalamani, Radha Evide, Thulavarshapacha, 
Manalezhuthu and so on.

 Sugathakumari had also led several agitations for environment and conservation 
of nature. 

 She had spearheaded the fiercest environmental campaign witnessed by Kerala 
— against a hydel project proposal in the Silent Valley in Western Ghats — three 
decades ago

 She was in the forefront of the recent agitation against a proposed airport in 
Aranmula. 

 Sugathakumari had also been running Abhaya, an organisation for deprived 
women — including financially poor, rape survivors, domestic violence victims and 
drug addicts — for over three decades. 

 As the first chairperson of Kerala State Women's Commission, she had launched 
many schemes for women.

 The country conferred Padma Shri in 2006 to Sugathakumari, while she recieved 
the highest literary award of Saraswati Samman in 2013 for her poetic collection 
“Manalezhuth” (The Writing on the Sand). 

 She had bagged almost all prestigious literary awards in the state, including 
Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award, Ezhuthachan Puraskaram, Vayalar Award, 
Odakkuzhal Award and Asan Prize. 

 She had also won the Union government's first 'Vriksha Mitra' award.

SPORTS
 India’s top basketball player Satnam Singh Bhamara - has been banned for 

two years by the National Anti-Doping Agency’s (Nada) disciplinary panel 
(ADDP) for consuming prohibited specified substance, Higenamine, a beta-2 
agonist
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 Satnam had created history by becoming the first Indian player to be drafted into 
an NBA team in 2015

 The disciplinary panel found Bhamara guilty of not exercising due caution “in 
verifying the composition of the supplement he was consuming”

 The panel also noted that the hoopster didn’t “intentionally” take the banned drug 
to gain unfair advantage over other athletes in the competition

 Bhamara’s ban period will kick off retrospectively from Nov 19, 2019, the day the 
basketball player had voluntarily accepted the provisional suspension imposed by 
Nada.

NATIONAL DAY
 National Consumer Rights Day - December 24 

 The day is celebrated every year to create awareness about the rights and 
interests of the consumers

 Theme 2020 – The Sustainable Consumer
 The day is observed on December 24 as the Consumer Protection Act was 

enacted on this day in 1986.
 The act recognises six basic rights of the consumers - Right of Choice, Right of 

Redressal, Right of Hearing, Right of Education, Right to Protection and Right of 
Information.

 The Central Consumer Protection Authority was established under the Consumer 
Protection Act, 2019.

 The authority is empowered to investigate on matters that are related to violations 
of consumer rights. 

 It will mainly ensure if the goods and services being offered are in accordance to 
the norms prescribed by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India.


