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TAMIL NADU
 On December 19, Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - announced 

₹2,500 Pongal cash gift to nearly two crore PDS beneficiaries in the state 
 The CM announced the scheme at a state event after launching his poll campaign 

in his home turf Edappadi in Salem district

 The Pongal gift hampers for 2.06 crore rice cardholders will be given from January 
4. 

 The gift hamper contains raw rice and sugar of 1 kg each, a full piece of 
sugarcane and 20 g of cashew nuts, dry grapes and cardamom

 Dhotis and sarees would be given along with cash and kit
 All of these would be distributed through ration shops.
 The measure is expected to cost the state exchequer around ₹5,500 crore, with 

the cash support alone to cost ₹5,150 crore to the government
 The cumulative cost of the gift hamper will be around ₹350 crore.
 Last year, the government had offered ₹1,000 cash as incentive.

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – DECEMBER 20, 2020
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 After the outbreak of Covid-19, a cash support of ₹1,000 each was given to the 
cardholders in April this year and another ₹1,000 to the people in the badly 
affected districts in June.

 Greater Chennai Corporation – is planning to create 1,000 Miyawaki forests 
in Chennai within the next year

 This was announced by the civic body commissioner G Prakash on December 19
 The commissioner planted saplings at one such forest created on a patch of land 

inside Omandurar Government Estate where 2,000 trees will come up on a 
10,000 square metre land.

 These forests will be created on all open space reserve (OSR) land that the 
corporation has in its control. 

 Further, all developers have to surrender a piece of OSR land to the civic body. 
 The civic body has created a database of such lands at each ward. 
 Regional deputy commissioners (RDCs) and zonal officers are empowered to 

implement the initiative
 Miyawaki is a Japanese method of growing different varieties of trees on a small 

patch of land using organic manure. 
 This method results in the formation of dense ‘multi-layered’ forests in relatively 

short periods of time
 It is specifically used in urban areas to increase green cover
 The main advantage of this method is that it require less space and has lower 

chances of weed growth, as the dense canopy prevents sunlight reaching the 
ground

 According to the process, soil is dug up to about four feet to plant trees. 
 Wet waste (converted to manure), coir, cow dung and other similar material are 

used as organic manure.
 Such forests have already been created on small patches of land in places like 

Kotturpuram, Rayala Nagar, Manali and Shollinganallur.
 At present, there are 645 such parks in various areas of Chennai
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 According to a latest survey, tree cover in Chennai is around 17%, while the ideal 
number should be around 30-33% and considering the urbanization, at least 20% 
would be ideal

 Meanwhile, Chennai River Restoration Trust (CRRT) was also planning to 
undertake a massive tree plantation drive on both banks of Cooum river right up 
to Paruthipattu at the cost of ₹36crore

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) – has lifted the stay on the construction 
of ₹200 crore harbour exclusively for tuna fishing near Tiruvottiyur Kuppam 
on Ennore expressway

 Originally scheduled to be completed by October 2021, the harbour is planned to 
hold 800 vessels – deep sea trawlers, mechanized boats and smaller boats.

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) had stayed the construction process of the 
harbor for about six months after a petition had been filed against the harbour.

 At present, construction of the two breakwaters was on in full swing and would 
take a month to be completed. 

 Wharfs, jetties, net mending shed, auction hall, boat repair shed, administrative 
block and rest rooms are planned. 

 There were also plans for a retail market, provided space is available.
 An exclusive harbour for the high-value tuna fishing, which involved larger 

vessels, was planned separately as the Kasimedu harbour had become 
congested. 

 The new harbour is located at 3.5km north of Kasimedu.
 At present, around 300 boats set out to sea exclusively to catch tuna and bring in 

around 1,000 tonnes of tuna in a month
 The two breakwaters – 852m long on the north side and 1,088m long – will create 

a 30-odd hectare protected bay. 
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STATES
 The Karnataka State Legislative Council - recently passed the Land Reforms 

(Amendment) Bill 2020. 
 The 2020 amendment bill seeks to amend the Karnataka Land reforms Act of 

1961. 
 The amendment removes 3 main sections of the Act to allow ownership of 

farmlands by non-agriculturists. 
 It also removed the income barrier of Rs. 25 lakh per annum for purchasing 

farmland in the state
 Further, the powers granted to the revenue department to investigate alleged 

violations in the two proposed changes are removed. 
 The amendments are being made to eliminate corruption in the offices of 

tahsildars and registrars, apart from boosting industrial investments.
 The state is citing other states such as Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh 

as examples where the restrictions on sale and purchase of agricultural land does 
not exist.

NATIONAL
 Reliance Industries Ltd – to build the world’s largest zoo in Gujarat’s 

Jamnagar.

 The zoo will accomodate close to 100 different species of animals, birds and 
reptiles from India and across the world.

 It will be built on about 280 acres of land close to RIL’s refinery project at Moti 
Khavdi near Jamnagar, the world’s largest oil refining complex where it operates a 
petrochemicals project as well

 The setting up of zoo is the pet project of Anant Ambani, RIL chairman Mukesh 
Ambani’s youngest son

 The zoo is expected to open for public in the next two years 
 It will be called ‘Greens Zoological, Rescue & Rehabilitation Kingdom’. 
 All the required approvals from central and state government authorities 

concerned have already been obtained by the corporate giant
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 The zoo will have distinct sections like ‘Forest of India’, ‘Frog House’, ‘Insect Life’, 
‘Dragon’s Land’, ‘Exotic Island’, ‘Wild Trail of Gujarat’ and ‘Aquatic Kingdom’ 
among others, as per the plan layout shared on the Central Zoo Authority’s 
website.

 Various species, including barking deers, slender loris, sloth bears, fishing cats, 
komodo dragons, Indian wolves and Rosy pelicans are proposed to be main 
attractions of the zoo 

 It will also house six each of crowned cranes, jaguars and African lions, besides 
12 ostriches, 20 giraffes, 18 meerkats, 10 spectacled caiman, seven cheetahs, 
African elephants and nine Great Indian Bustards. 

 The frog house will have about 200 amphibians while the aquatic kingdom will 
house around 350 fishes.

 The concept of private zoos is not new in India, as one of the country’s oldest 
zoos — The Zoological Garden, Kolkata — is a private one.

 RIL has also set up a rescue centre at Jamnagar where a few leopards were 
recently shifted from the wild by the state forest department.

 The Union Minister of Culture Prahlad Singh Patel - reviewed the proposal to 
set up Indian Institute of Heritage, announced as part of 2020-21 budget

 Indian Institute of Heritage is a proposed institute under the Ministry of Culture. 
 It is to be set up in accordance with Societies Registration Act, 1860 and the UGC 

guidelines. 
 It will serve as a centre of excellence in arts and heritage studies and have the 

status of a ‘deemed university’. 
 Certificate and diploma courses, currently run by various institutions like IGNCA 

and National Archives of India, are to be brought under IIH.
 The institute will focus in disciplines such as archaeology and museology, 

providing manpower in both these disciplines.
 The Finance Minister allocated Rs 3,150 crores for the Ministry of Culture to set 

up the museum and other activities. 
 Along with the Institute, the finance minister also proposed to set up a tribal 

museum in Ranchi, Jharkhand. 
 Also, the funds are to be used to develop five iconic sites in Hastinapur (Uttar 

Pradesh), Rakhigarhi (Haryana), Shivsagar (Assam), Adichanallur (Tamil Nadu) 
and Dholavira (Gujarat).

 Adichanallur was recently in news for the discovery of three important findings - 
ancient Tamil-Brahmi script, fragment of broken earthenware and remains of living 
quarters.

 The Centre – has proposed to increase the share of Natural Gas in the 
primary energy mix of the country from 6.2% to 15% by 2030. 

 In order to achieve this, 60 billion USD is to be invested over next four years to 
create rigid gas infrastructure in the country. 
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 This includes city gas distribution network, pipelines and LNG terminals.
 India is to adopt Clean Mobility Solutions with greater use of LNG as a 

transportation fuel. 
 In 2019, PM Modi announced “One Nation One Gas Grid”, under which the 

country’s Natural Gas Grid is to be expanded by adding 17,000 kilo metres of gas 
pipeline.

 The Centre is planning to set up five thousand CBG plants by 2023-24 with an 
investment of 20 billion USD under the National Biofuel Policy

 The World Bank - recently approved $250 million to improve performance of 
existing dams in India and to improve their safety. 

 The funds have been allocated to the DRIP-2, the second Dam Rehabilitation and 
Improvement Project of the Centre.

 The allocated funds are to be utilised to strengthen 120 dams in the country.
 The DRIP project is being implemented with the initial loan assistance of Rs. 2100 

crore from the World Bank. 
 Later in 2018, the Government revised the cost to Rs 3466 crores along with 2-

year extension. 
 The project was initially launched in the year 2012 in seven states namely 

Karnataka, Jharkhand, Kerala, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Uttarakhand 
and Tamil Nadu. 

 The Project consists of three main components - Rehabilitation and Improvement 
of Dams and associated appurtenances, Dam Safety Institutional Strengthening 
and Project Management

 Under DRIP-II, the safety and operational performance of the dams is to be 
improved. 

 The project is to be implemented for ten years between 2020 and 2030 under the 
supervision of Central Water Commission. 

 The total budget outlay of the project is $1.5 billion USD, out of which World Bank 
contributes $1 billion.

 Initially, 223 dam projects were selected to be developed under the DRIP scheme, 
which was later increased to 257 dams.

 In October 2020, the Phase II and Phase III of DRIP project were announced to 
improve the safety and operational performance of selected 736 dams.

 The project, worth Rs 10,211 crore, is being implemented for the period of 2020-
2030

 It was implemented with the financial assistance of the World Bank (WB), and 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).

 India had 5,334 large dams in the country and around 411 are under construction, 
as on date. 

 The total storage capacities of these dams are 283 billion cubic metres.
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INTERNATIONAL
 On December 19, Moderna Inc’s coronavirus vaccine - became the second 

to receive emergency use authorisation from the US Food and Drug 
Administration

 The United States is struggling with a single-day caseload of over 251,000 new 
coronavirus cases, a once-unthinkable record

 It has already recorded a staggering Covid-19 death toll of over 307,000 lives 
 The US rollout of the Covid-19 vaccine began this week with healthcare workers
 Older people in long-term care facilities are next in line for vaccines
 The FDA announced the authorisation the day after the agency’s panel of outside 

experts endorsed its use
 The approval comes a week after the FDA authorized a vaccine from Pfizer and 

German partner BioNTech.
 Moderna said it intended to apply for full US license in 2021.
 The FDA decision marks the first regulatory authorization in the world for 

Moderna's vaccine and validation of its messenger RNA technology
 The vaccine has shown nearly 95% efficacy with no serious safety concerns. 
 It was developed in partnership with the National Institutes of Health
 The biotech company, Moderna has worked with the US government to prepare 

for the distribution of 5.9 million shots starting as early as this weekend.
 Once thawed, the Moderna vaccine, administered in two shots 28 days apart, can 

be kept at typical refrigerator temperatures. 

 The UNESCO (United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization) - has recently recognized “Hawker” culture of Singapore as 
an intangible cultural heritage. 

 The Hawker Centre in Singapore sells variety of local and other Asian Cuisines. 
 They were set up by the Singapore Government as an alternative to street-side 

outdoor dining places that lagged hygiene. 
 The Singapore Government offered commonly shared or dedicated table chairs, 

permanent stalls in these centres instead of mobile food carts. 
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 Also, the Hawker licensing law was enacted to completely eliminate the street 
hawker in the Singapore city.

 In 2019, the Singapore Government submitted a nomination to include its Hawker 
Culture to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. 

 According to UNESCO, the Hawker Centres are “community dining rooms” where 
people from diverse backgrounds share their experience of dining over breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.

 In 2016, UNESCO included Yoga to its Intangible Cultural Heritage List.

 The US Federal Bank - recently joined the Network for Greening the 
Financial System (NGFS)

 In Europe, several European Securities and Market Authorities have joined NGFS 
recently. 

 The other new members of the network are Central Bank of Iceland, Polish 
Financial Supervision Authority, Uruguay, Paraguay and financial authorities of 
Indonesia and Egypt.

 In July 2020, the Asian Development Bank joined the NGFS as an observer.
 The Network for Greening the Financial System was created in 2017. 
 It is a network of seventy-five central banks and financial supervisors. 
 It was established by eight Central Banks to strengthen the global response 

required to meet the goals of Paris Agreement on climate change 
 The NGFS system aims to promote Green Finance by organizing events in 

climate change.
 It supports best practices in development of climate risk management in financial 

sector.
 The current chair of the network is Dutch Central Banker Frank Elderson.
 The NGFS was announced at the first edition of One Planet Summit held at Paris 

in 2017.
 The One Planet Summit was first announced by the French President Emmanuel 

Macron at COP 23. 
 The Summit was organized by the French Government, World Bank and the 

United Nations. 
 The next One Planet Summit is to be hosted by France on January 11, 2021.

 The Red Channel Agreement - was signed between the World Health 
Organization and IFRC (International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies) to implement the ‘Emergency Medical Team Initiative’.

 The initiative will strengthen the delivery of health and emergency medical 
services during the period of humanitarian crisis. 

 The Agreement will allow WHO to provide increased support and assistance to 
Red Crescent Societies and National Red Cross societies.
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 IFRC is a humanitarian aid organization that carries out relief operations assisting 
the victims of disasters. 

 Around 192 countries are members of IFRC, which has its headquarters in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

 The decisions at IFRC are taken based on the International Humanitarian Law or 
the Laws of Armed Conflict. 

 It is a set of international laws that seek to establish rules of what can be and what 
cannot be done during an armed conflict. 

 These rules were first developed at the Geneva Conventions of 1949. 
 The Geneva conventions are series of treaties on treatment of civilians, soldiers 

and prisoners of war.

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
 India and Qatar - are planning to establish a task force on energy. 
 The task force will be represented by a senior officer from petroleum Ministry of 

India and the vice president of Qatar petroleum. 
 The task force will identify projects in the Indian energy sector for Qatari 

investments. 
 These announcements were made after the recent telephonic conversation 

between Minister of Petroleum and Natural gas and steel Dharmendra Pradhan 
and his Qatar counterpart.

 Qatar holds around 1.5% of world oil reserves and ranks 14th in terms of oil 
production in the world. 

 Qatar exports 16.8 billion USD of goods to India.

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 The fifth India-Myanmar Bilateral Meeting on Drug Control Operation - was 

recently held. 
 During the meet, the Narcotics Control Bureau of India and the Central Committee 

on Drug Abuse Control of Myanmar agreed to exchange timely information on 
new psychotropic substances, drug seizures etc., 

 Also, they agreed to conduct regular field level officer meetings, border level 
officers meet between frontline officers to improve the cooperation on drug 
enforcement.

 According to the recently released Smuggling in India report, 2020, Mizoram has 
emerged as one of the major drug trafficking routes from Myanmar. 

 India and Myanmar are building a trilateral highway and the Kaladan Multi-modal 
Transit Transport Project linking Kolkata to Sittwe. 

 And also, the project will link Myanmar’s Kaladan river to India’s North East.
 India and Myanmar recently signed ten agreements in various fields such as 

energy, communication, health, infrastructure etc., 
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 The current bilateral trade between the countries stands at 1.7 billion USD. India 
is the fifth largest trading partner of Myanmar.

 Myanmar is the only ASEAN country bordering India and acts as a gateway to 
South East Asia. 

 India has bilateral cooperation with Myanmar under its Act East Policy and 
Neighbourhood First Policy.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 The conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter, a rare celestial event – will be 

witnessed on December 21, 2020 
 The joining of two giant planets assumes significance as they will again come 

closer to each other only on March 15, 2080. 
 The last time these planets came this close was on July 16, 1623. 
 Prior to this, the conjunction occurred in 1226. 
 As this conjunction occurs after 400 years, it is called as ‘Great Conjunction’.
 During the conjunction, both the planets will come so close to each other that they 

will appear as one bright dot.
 However, the distance between them still will be around 735 million kilometres. 
 The event is to be visible to naked eye in the southwestern part of the sky from all 

over the world. 
 Jupiter takes 12 years to revolve around the sun and Saturn takes 29 years. 
 Along with the conjunction of the planets, December 21 is the winter 

Solstice Day in the northern Hemisphere. 
 It will be the longest night of the year. 
 During Winter Solstice, the sun reaches its most southerly declination of -23.5 

degrees and North Pole is tilted farthest away from the sun. 
 During this period, sun is directly overhead of the Tropic of Capricorn in the 

Southern Hemisphere.
 Summer Solstice occurs on June 21 in the Northern Hemisphere. 
 It indicates the longest day and shortest night. 
 During Summer Solstice, the sun rays fall directly on Tropic of Cancer. 
 The Arctic Circle experiences continuous daylight for about six months as the 

north pole is tilted towards the sun.

DEFENCE
 The 35th edition of India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) 

between the Indian Navy and the Indonesian Navy - was held from 17 to 18 
December 2020. 

 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kulish, an indigenously built missile corvette and P8I 
Maritime Patrol Aircraft (MPA) took part in the exercise on behalf of India
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 The exercise aimed at tackling issues like illegal unreported unregulated fishing, 
drug trafficking, maritime terrorism, among others.

 The navies of both countries have been carrying out CORPAT exercise along 
their International Maritime Boundary Line since 2002. 

 The exercise aims to ensure safety and security of shipping and international 
trade in the region. 

 Under the Government of India’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in 
the Region), the Indian Navy is organising Coordinated Patrols and Multi-lateral 
exercises with countries in the Indian Ocean Region. 

 June 5 is celebrated as the International Day for the Fight against Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated fishing. 

SPORTS
 India - made their lowest ever Test score of 36/9 in terminated second 

innings of the opening pink ball test match against Australia in Adelaide on 
December 19

 The innings score was the lowest in 544 Tests going back to 1932
 Eventually, Australia won the first test by eight wickets on the third day to take the 

lead in the four test series for Border-Gavaskar Trophy
 None of India’s batsmen managed to get into double figures in the second innings 

— only the second time that has happened to any team in a Test match
 Mayank Agarwal was the top-scorer with 9, while Australia displayed a fiery 

exhibition of fast bowling with Josh Hazlewood (5-8) and World’s No. 1 test bowler 
Pat Cummins (4-21) leading the way

 Australia’s wicket keeper Captain Tim Paine took five catches 
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 It is also the first time that India lost a test match after captain Virat Kohli won the 
toss

 India's previous Test low was 42 against England at Lord's in 1974. 
 Their 36 was the joint fourth lowest of all time, with New Zealand's 26 facing 

England in 1955 at Auckland the worst ever.

 Tokyo Olympics bound Indian boxer Amit Panghal (52 kg) - clinched a gold 
medal at Cologne World Cup in Germany on December 19

 Amit secured the medal after he was given a walkover by Germany's Argishti 
Terteryan.

 Satish Kumar (+91kg) had to settle for a silver medal after withdrawing from the 
title match due to his injury sustained in his semi-final bout

 Meanwhile, Manisha and Sakshi will take on each other in the women's 57kg 
category final.

 Pooja Rani suffered a defeat at the hands of Netherlands' Nouchka Fontijn and 
had to settle with a bronze medal. 

 Gaurav Solanki and Mohammed Hussamuddin too finished with bronze medals in 
the men's 57kg category.

 Real Kashmir FC -  clinched their maiden major trophy by lifting the IFA 
Shield on December 19

 The club had defeated George Telegraph 2-1 in the summit clash
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 However, the 127-year-old tournament was held without some of the country's top 
sides. 

 In fact, in recent years, most of the top clubs have not taken part. 
 This year, four ILeague teams and eight Calcutta Premier League sides took part.
 Besides RKFC, Mohammedan Sporting, Gokulam Kerala and Indian Arrows were 

the other I-League sides.

 On December 19, Barcelona forward Lionel Messi - equalled Pele's record of 
643 goals for a single club 

 Messi secured the record for his Spanish club, Barcelona, while Pele scored the 
record number of goals for Brazilian side Santos

 The Argentine forward has now scored the record number of goals across 17 
seasons and 748 games since his 2004 debut 

 Pele scored as many goals in 19 seasons till 1974, when he played his last game 
for Santos

 Pelé has scored a total of 1,283 goals, but many of those came in unofficial 
friendlies and tour games.

 Messi is Barcelona's and the Spanish league's all-time leading scorer.
 In January 2018, he became the most prolific scorer among Europe's top leagues 

when he reached 366 league goals, surpassing Gerd Müller's Bundesliga mark of 
365.

 Messi had already surpassed Müller's single-year goal mark by scoring 86 times 
in 2012.


