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NATIONAL
 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) – is preparing to roll out 

GPS-based tolling across the National Highways network within the next 
two to three years

 This was announced by Union highways minister Nitin Gadkari while addressing 
webinar at the ASSOCHAM Foundation Week Programme on December 17

 Once implemented, the system aims to remove all the toll plazas on the NHs
 The new system will enable deduction of the toll charge based on the movement 

of vehicles directly from the bank accounts of the users. 
 Initially, this will be the default mode of toll collection for all commercial vehicles 

as all commercial passenger vehicles registered after January 2019, as they have 
got the vehicle tracking systems (VTS) embedded in them. 

 This can be easily installed in all other commercial vehicles including the older 
ones. 

 In the second phase, private vehicles can also be brought under this ambit. 

 The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) - should be exempt from 
reservations in faculty positions as these are “institutes of national 
importance and involved in research”

 This was proposed by an eight-member panel, set up by the ministry of education
 The power of appointment should be vested with the respective Board of 

Governors, as per the report of panel
 The panel stated that rather than specific quotas, diversity issues should be 

addressed through outreach campaigns and targeted recruitment of faculty in all 
the 23 IITs across the country 

 The report held that, “Being established and recognised as institutions of national 
importance under an Act of Parliament, IITs ought to be listed under (Clause 4) of 
the CEI (Reservation in Teacher’s Cadre) Act 2019, for exemption from 
reservations” 
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 According to the Clause 4 of the CEI Act, institutions of excellence, research 
institutions and institutions of national and strategic importance are exempt from 
granting caste-based reservations in faculty appointments.

 At present, eight institutions are listed under the Clause — 
 Tata Institute of Fundamental Research in Mumbai, 
 National Brain Research Centre in Gurgaon, 
 North-Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of Health and Medical 

Science in Shillong, 
 Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research in Bengaluru, 

Physical Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad, 
 Space Physics Laboratory in Thiruvananthapuram, 
 Indian Institute of Remote Sensing in Dehradun and 
 Homi Bhabha National Institute and all its 10 constituent units in Mumbai.

 The government - has extended the relaxation of conditions for import of 
onions till January 31, to boost domestic supply and check the high retail 
prices of onions in the market

 The department of agriculture and farmers welfare has decided to extend the 
relaxation from the condition of fumigation and additional declaration on 
Phytosanitary Certificate as per the Plant Quarantine Order, 2003, for imports up 
to January 31, 2021. 

 Onion prices have fallen drastically in recent weeks after the government eased 
the norms for import of the onions and due to arrival of fresh batch. 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT
 On December 17, the Supreme Court – asked the government to consider 

putting ‘on hold’ the implementation of new farm laws
 The bench of Chief Justice S A Bobde and Justices A S Bopanna and V 

Ramasubramanian advocated the deferment of the contentious farm legislations 
to help the resumption of dialogue with the opposing agricultural unions

 Attorney general K K Venugopal immediately refused, but relented saying that he 
would discuss with the government and respond

 Further, solicitor general Tushar Mehta vehemently said deferment was out of 
question.

 The court reiterated its suggestion of forming an “impartial and independent 
committee” of experts in agriculture to hear both the farmers and the Union 
government on the laws.

 The court also observed the farmers’ ‘constitutional right’ to protest could not 
impede citizens’ right to free movement. 

 Importantly, the bench said the SC would not interfere with the farm protests.
 Meanwhile, on December 17, the Delhi Assembly passed a resolution “rejecting” 

the farm laws, saying that they should be “repealed” by the Central government.
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CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina – held the 

India-Bangladesh virtual bilateral summit on December 17

 During the summit, Bangladeshi PM Sheikh Hasina said “India is our true friend”, 
while PM Narendra Modi reciprocated the sentiment and offered Covid vaccines 
when they are manufactured in India

 Hasina’s remark came a day after the ‘Victory Day’ celebrations in Bangladesh to 
mark the surrender of Pakistani troops to the Indian Army in Dhaka in 1971.

 This is the 10th meeting of PM Modi with his Bangladeshi counterpart in the last 
five years

 During the meeting, PM Modi said, “Bangladesh is a major pillar of India’s 
‘Neighbourhood First’ policy. 

 India reiterated that Bangladesh would be accorded “high priority” in getting 
vaccines once India started manufacturing them.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 China’s lunar mission, Chang’e 5 – returns to earth successfully after 

bringing almost 2kg of moon rocks and soil 
 China's Chang'e-5 robotic probe successfully landed at its designated landing 

area in Siwangzi Banner, N China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region on 
December 17

 The safe landing of the long-awaited Chang'e-5 marked a perfect end to its 23-
day journey to the moon, after landing moon on December 3

 China is the third country to have successfully brought lunar samples to Earth, 
after the US and the Soviet Union

 The moon samples will be mainly used for scientific research while part of them 
would be exhibited in China's National Museum and National Astronomical 
Observatories

 China will soon release a lunar sample data management code to guide bilateral 
and multilateral research collaboration with the international community, and 
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some of the samples will also be given to other countries, following the US and 
Soviet Union tradition

 China is preparing for future missions that could set the stage for an eventual 
lunar base to host human explorers in the near future

 China’s next three lunar missions are on track, along with programmes for 
returning samples from Mars and exploring asteroids and Jupiter

 Chang’e 6, scheduled for a 2023 launch, is to collect samples from the lunar south 
pole. 

 The Chang’e 5 mission achieved several firsts for China’s lunar exploration 
programme - in collecting samples, launching a vehicle from the moon’s surface 
and docking it with the capsule to transfer samples for their voyage to Earth. 

SPORTS
 On December 17, the Sports Ministry - formally recognised yogasana as a 

competitive sport

 The announcement will enable to avail government funding for the promotion of 
sport.

 Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju and Minister of AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik formally 
promoted yogasana as a competitive sport during an event in New Delhi.
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 In 2019, the National Board of Promotion and Development of Yoga and 
Naturopathy recommended that yogasana be recognised as a competitive sport

 An exhaustive document containing rules, regulations and syllabus for yogasana 
competitions had been prepared

 The technical committee had made a list of the asanas after exhaustive research
 District, State and national and world championships in yogasana are proposed in 

2021. 
 A pilot national individual yogasana sports championship (virtual mode) is 

proposed for February 2021
 The sports discipline was likely to have 51 medals in four events and seven 

categories. 
 The proposed events include traditional, artistic (single and pair), rhythmic (pair), 

and free flow and group yogasana, individual all round championship and team 
championship.

 Promising wrestler Anshu Malik - won India’s first medal – a silver – at the 
ongoing Individual World Cup in Belgrade, Serbia. 

 The 19-year old lost to the reigning European champion Anastasia Nichita of 
Moldova 5-1 in the 57kg women’s freestyle final. 

 On the road to the final, Anshu defeated Alyona Kolesnik of Azerbaijan 4-2 in the 
qualification round, then won against Laura Mertens of Germany 3-1 in the 
quarters. 

 On December 17, Russia - was banned from using its name, flag and anthem 
at the next two Olympics or at any world championships for the next two 
years.

 The Court of Arbitration for Sport's ruling also barred Russia from bidding to host 
major sporting events for two years.

 Russian athletes and teams will still be allowed to compete at next year's Tokyo 
Olympics and the 2022 Winter Games in Beijing, as well as world championships 
including the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, if they are not implicated in doping or 
covering up positive tests. 

 The punishments are less than the four-year ban the World Anti-Doping Agency 
had proposed.
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 However, the name “Russia” can be retained on uniforms if the words “Neutral 
Athlete” or “Neutral Team” have equal prominence.

 Still, the court's three judges imposed the most severe penalties on Russia since 
allegations of state-backed doping and cover-ups emerged after the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics. 

 The case focused on accusations that Russian state authorities tampered with a 
database from the Moscow testing laboratory before handing it over to WADA 
investigators last year

RANKINGS
 India – is ranked at 111th place among 162 countries, as per the Human 

Freedom Index released on December 17
 The global ranking of personal, civil and economic freedom ranked India 110 in 

terms of personal freedom and 105 on economic freedom, the two main 
assessing parameter.

 With this, the overall score of India remained at 6.43 out of 10. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY
 International Migrants Day - December 18

 Theme 2020 -  Reimagining Human Mobility
 The resolution to celebrate International Migrants Day was adopted in 1990 during 

the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of their families. 

 The day is observed by the United Nations to highlight the contributions made by 
the migrants. 

 According to UN, there are roughly around 272 million migrants in the world, 
which includes 41 million internally displaced persons.

 The date ‘December 18’ was chosen because, on this date, the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members 
of their families was adopted.
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 According to Census 2011, there were 45.6 crores of migrants in India, 
contributing roughly 38% of the country’s population.

 The migrant population between 2001 and 2011 has increased by 18%.


