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TAMIL NADU
 Tamil Nadu – to receive more doses of Covid-19 vaccine than other states 

with more population, considering higher number of people in the 50-plus 
age group and with comorbidities such as diabetes and hypertension

 The centre is expected to provide larger allocations of vaccines to states with 
more people in the 50-plus age group and with comorbidities

 Overall, about 19.5% of the population or about 26.5 crore people constitutes the 
50-plus age group in the country

 This is apart from the first phase of vaccination covering frontline healthcare 
workers, essential staff, and police and defence personnel

 A total of 1 crore health staff and 4 crore diabetics in the below-50 age group are 
to be accommodated in the first phase

 Accordingly, Tamil Nadu should receive more doses of the vaccine than Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh or Rajasthan despite being less populous.

 Tamil Nadu has 2 crore people in the 50-plus age group
 Compared with Tamil Nadu, Bihar has only 1.8 crore in this age group, even 

though its’ projected population of 12.3 crore is about 60% larger than Tamil 
Nadu’s 7.6 crore
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 States with younger populations, such as Bihar, also have a smaller proportion of 
people affected by co-morbidities. 

 Among all states, Kerala stands first with the highest percentage of people in the 
priority category for Covid-19 vaccination
 It has almost 30% of the population — roughly 1crore people —aged over 

50 years with a high prevalence of diabetes (25.3%) and hypertension 
(13.7%).

 However, Uttar Pradesh, where only 15% of the people are aged over 50, will still 
get the largest share of vaccines due to the sheer size of its population.

 Maharashtra, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, in that order, are next in terms of the 
50-plus age group population. 

 While 3.6 crore people are eligible for priority vaccination in UP, Maharashtra 
follows with 22% of its population, or 2.7 crore people, over the age of 50 years.

NATIONAL
 Tata Group, India’s largest conglomerate - is believed to have submitted an 

expression of interest for taking over the troubled national carrier Air India 
 The Tata Group is believed to have expressed its interest through AirAsia India, 

where Tata Sons has a significant majority stake (51%)
 A group of 200 Air India employees too is expected to place an expression of 

interest on the deadline of December 14 with the backing of a financial investor 
onboard. 

 Unlike May 2018 when the first attempt to sell AI ended with no suitors, this time 
around, there are multiple interests.

 Aviation minister Hardeep Singh Puri said last year that AI will have to shut down 
if not privatized

 Tata Sons runs a full-service carrier, Vistara, in partnership with Singapore 
Airlines. 

 Singapore Airlines was not keen in participating in the privatisation programme of 
the already distressed AI. 

 AI’s debt-cum-liabilities’ combined burden is almost ₹90,000 crore.
 



3 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

 Since AirAsia India was formed before Vistara, the former’s charter allows it to 
enter the full-service business. 

 The Tata Group-—which founded AI as Tata Airlines in October 1932—is being 
seen as the most likely winner. 

 The government took control of AI in 1953.
 This time, the government has offered for sale its 100% stake in AI and AI 

Express,  instead of 76% in the first attempt
 Further, the government also plans to sell off the entire 50% it owns in ground 

handling joint venture AI-SATS. 
 Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) is the 

government agency responsible for the selling process. 

 India – has booked the highest number of Covid-19 vaccine doses, as per 
the updated data from North Carolina-based Duke University’s “Launch & 
Scale Speedometer”, which tracks vaccine deals worldwide on a daily basis

 India has confirmed the bookings for 1.5 billion doses, while globally the vaccine 
orders reduced from 19.2 million doses in 12 days to 7.1billion on December 11

 Only the EU region, with 85 million more vaccine shots, is ahead of India. 
 Orders with Oxford-Astrazeneca topped the list of sellers with 2.47 billion orders, 

even though they’ve dropped by 30 million doses
 The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, the only one to be administered to people so far, 

was placed additional orders for 73.2 million doses to hit 719 million on December 
11

 Meanwhile, the first shipments of Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine left Michigan on 
December 13 for distribution centres across the US

 100 million US people, or about 30% of the population, are expected to be 
covered by the end of March. 

 Moderna reported fresh deals for 29 million doses
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 India, which till last month had planned to buy 1.6 billion doses from various 
manufacturers, has cancelled its order for 100 million doses of Russian company 
Gamaleya’s Sputnik V.

 Union health secretary Rajesh Bhushan had indicated last week that the country 
planned to vaccinate about 30 crore people in the first three rounds

 This includes around 3 crore health care and frontline workers and about 27 crore 
people above 50 with co-morbidities. 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina - to hold a virtual bilateral summit on December 17

 Connectivity projects, including the revival of the 12-km Chilahati-Haldibari rail link 
after 55 years, will be discussed during the meeting.

 Earlier, the PM’s proposed visit to Dhaka in March, was put off following the 
pandemic and political differences over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA)

 The “major issues”, including the pending signing of Teesta water sharing 
agreement and at least six other rivers, would also be discussed. 

 The Teesta water sharing negotiations completed in 2011. 
 However, the deal was opposed by West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 

and could never be concluded. 
 The two countries have also had talks on water sharing for other peninsular rivers, 

including the Monu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gomti, Dharla and Dudhkumar. 
 The Chilahati-Haldibari rail link, a British-era line, was abandoned after the India-

Pakistan war in 1965 (when Bangladesh was East Pakistan), and will be the fifth 
rail route connecting Bangladesh with Bengal. 

 A sixth line, from Dhaka to Siliguri, is expected to be flagged off on Bangladesh’s 
50th Independence Day on March 26, when PM Modi is expected to travel to 
Dhaka. 

 The meeting is also expected to include a possible mechanism to oversee 
projects under concessional Lines of Credit of nearly $10 billion from India in 
2017. 
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 Progress on a petroleum ‘friendship’ pipeline from Siliguri to Bangladesh’s 
Dinajpur that was agreed upon in 2018 and began construction last week, will also 
be discussed. 

 The ninth edition of the Sustainable Mountain Development Summit (SMDS) 
- commenced on December 12 in Dehradun

 The theme of the summit is ‘Emerging Pathways for Building Resilient Post 
COVID-19 Mountain Economy, Adoption, Innovation and Acceleration’. 

 The event was attended by Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat 
and Meghalaya Chief Minister Conard K Sangma

 The summit was organised by Indian Mountain Initiative. 
 It will discuss various related issues such as water security, migration, climate 

resilience and innovative solutions for disaster risk reduction and farm sector in 
the Indian Himalayas. 

 The first edition of the summit was launched in 2011 in Nainital.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 The Chang’e 5 lunar probe of China -  begins its three day journey back to 

Earth after carrying the first rocks and soil of moon on December 13
 The Chang’e 5 lunar probe had been orbiting the moon for about a week after 

collecting about 2kg of samples
 The craft’s lander touched down on the moon earlier this month close to a 

formation called the Mons Rumker, an area believed to have been the site of 
ancient volcanic activity. 

 The return capsule is expected to land in northern China in the Inner Mongolia 
region after separating from the rest of the spacecraft and floating down on 
parachutes. 

 The material would be the first brought back since the Soviet Union’s Luna 24 
probe in 1976.

 This would make China only the third country to have retrieved lunar samples 
after the United States and the Soviet Union

 The rocks and other debris were obtained both by drilling into the moon’s crust 
and obtaining directly off the surface. 

 They may be billions of years younger than those brought back by earlier US and 
Soviet missions

 These rocks are expected to provide insights into the moon’s history and that of 
other bodies in the solar system.

 China has set up labs to analyse the samples for age and composition and is also 
expected to share some of them with other countries.

 China’s space programme has a series of ambitious missions underway, including 
a probe en route to Mars.

 The Chang’e lunar programme was named after the ancient moon goddess
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 It has been operating the Chang’e 4 probe on the moon’s less explored far side 
for the past two years. 

ECONOMY
 The real time gross settlement system (RTGS) for high-value transactions - 

will become available round-the-clock from December 14
 This makes India one of the few countries in the world to operate the system 

24X7.
 The move is part of RBI’s larger plans to promote digital payments
 The average ticket size for RTGS in November 2020 was ₹57.96 lakh, making it a 

truly large value payment system.
 Real time gross settlement system uses ISO 20022 format which is the best-in-

class messaging standard for financial transactions.
 The feature of positive confirmation for credit to beneficiary accounts is also 

available in real time gross settlement system. 

AWARDS
 The Ramanujan Prize for Mathematicians for the year 2020 - was presented 

to Dr Carolina Arajuo. 
 Dr Carolina is a mathematician from the Institute for Pure and Applied 

Mathematics, Rio de Janerio

 The Ramanujan prize is funded by the Department of Science and Technology in 
collaboration with Italy-based International Centre for Theoretical Physics and 
International Mathematical Union. 

 The funds are provided through the Albel Funds.
 The prize is awarded every year to young mathematicians who are less than 45 

years of age and conduct outstanding research in a developing country. 
 The award, also called the ICTP Ramanujan Prize, is presented in memory of the 

mathematics genius, Srinivasa Ramanujan
 Dr Carolina is the first non-Indian women mathematician to receive the prize. 
 She has specialised in birational geometry, algebraic geometry, Fano varieties 

and foliations. 
 Also, she is the Vice President at the International Mathematical Union.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY
 International Universal Health Coverage Day – December 12

 The day is observed every year by the United Nations and by several other 
international organizations

 The celebration of the day aims to increase awareness of the need for strong and 
resilient health systems. 

 Theme 2020 - Health for all: Protect Everyone. In order to end the crisis it is 
essential to build a safe and healthy future. To achieve this, investment in health 
systems is essential.

 The first International Universal Health Coverage Day was celebrated in 2017. 
 The celebration of the day assumes significance as 12% of the world population 

spends at least 10% of their budget in health care. 
 The United Nations member countries have agreed to achieve Universal Health 

Coverage by 2030 under the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 It includes access to quality essential health-care services, financial risk 

protection, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for 
all.

 In India, the National Health Policy, 2017 aims to attain the highest possible level 
of health.


