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TAMIL NADU 
➢ Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami – is likely to inaugurate Chennai’s 

fifth reservoir at Thervoy Kandigai in Tiruvallur district by the end of this 
month. 

✓ The new reservoir is designed to store 0.5 tmcft (thousand million cubic feet), or 
1,415 crore litres 

 

 
 

✓ The new reservoir was formed by clubbing the water bodies at Thervoy Kandigai 
and Kannankottai 

✓ The work for the construction of the reservoir began nearly 7 years ago, but has to 
be stopped in between following protests by village residents for more 
compensation for the land given for construction 

✓ After a delay of more than four years, the work was restarted in 2018 
✓ The water from Thervoy Kandigai reservoir will be pumped into a 16-km long 

gravity pipeline.  
✓ It will then join the Kandaleru-Poondi canal before reaching the Red Hills 

reservoir.  
✓ A portion of water from Red Hills is released through an open canal to 

Chembarambakkam. 
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✓ From the Red Hills reservoir, the water will be pumped to Kilpauk water works for 
distribution to various parts of the city. 

 
➢ Tamil Nadu government – has announced the relaxation for the land ceiling 

norms for industrial and commercial entities by doubling the earlier cap – 
from 60 acres to 120 acres.  

✓ This was notified on October 28 through the Tamil Nadu Land Reforms (Fixation 
of Ceiling on Land) Amendment Act, which was introduced two years ago. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
✓ Accordingly, industries and commercial entities investing more than Rs 20 crore 

(as per the norms of Tamil Nadu Industrial Policy) in the state can hold up to 30 
standard acres (up to 120 acres land depending on the area and land tax norms) 
of dry land without any special permission from the government.  

✓ Earlier, the cap stood at 15 standard acres.  
✓ As per the notification, the land holding industries would not be allowed to change 

land use 
✓ In case the business entities do not utilise the land for the said purpose within the 

stipulated time, they would lose the benefit of relaxed land ceiling  
✓ The Tamil Nadu Land Reforms (Fixation of Ceiling on Land) Amendment Bill was 

introduced in the assembly in July 2018, but the notification has come into force 
only on October 28, 2020.  

✓ Further, industrial and commercial establishments that seek to hold more than 30 
standard acres (ranges from 60 acres to 120 acres) of dry land will have to get 
special permission from the government under Section 37 A.  

 
➢ On November 2, Tamil Nadu government - has decided to grant 100% tax 

exemption for all battery-operated vehicles (electric vehicles) from the 
payment of motor vehicle tax till December 31, 2022 

✓ The announcement, made in line with the Electric Vehicle Policy released in 
September 2019, was aimed at boosting the sale and use of electric vehicles in 
the state 

✓ The tax exemption is applicable to both transport and non-transport vehicles 
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✓ The government had also announced incentives such as 100% GST 
reimbursement and 50% capital subsidy in order to attract investments. 

 

 
 

✓ Since March 2008, a concessional rate of 50% of the lifetime tax for the battery-
operated motorcycle was being levied under the Tamil Nadu Motor Vehicles 
Taxation Act, 1974.  

✓ From November 2008, new battery-operated non-transport vehicles, too, were 
given tax concession. 

✓ Tamil Nadu has planned to set up the country’s first park exclusively for the 
electric vehicle production eco-system with an investment of Rs 50,000 crore in 
the EV segment. 

 

NATIONAL 
➢ Jaipur (11%) and Indore (10%) – faces high risk of water scarcity among 

Indian cities, as per the ‘Water Risk Filter’ report released by the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF) 

✓ The analysis focuses on two things — water stress faced by the cities now and 
the projected increase by 2050 

✓ As per the report, 31 Indian cities are to be exposed to serious water security risks 
and India will face acute water scarcity than entire continents of Africa or Europe 

✓ Consequently, India faces the second highest basin risk in the world, only better 
than Palestine. 

✓ On a scale of 1 to 5, the value over 3 is ‘high risk’ category, while the value over 4 
is ‘very high risk’ category 

✓ Of the 31 Indian cities that are under water stress, 26 scored over 4, meaning 
they face ‘very high risk’ right now.  

✓ The second worst placed region in the world, the Middle East, has only six such 
cities.  

✓ Asia (barring China) has five cities, while North America has three, China has two, 
central America has one city.  

✓ None of the other continents (Africa, Europe, South America and Oceania) has 
any city facing very high water risk. 

✓ Globally, the steepest escalation has been projected for Alexandria in Egypt, with 
a 16% spike by 2050, followed by Mecca and Tangshan (15% each).  
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✓ China has 30 cities set to see surges of 10% or more and, with 46 cities, makes 
up nearly half the list. 

✓ Among other Indian cities, Ludhiana already scores 4.9 now, the worst among 
Indian cities, followed by Chandigarh (4.8), Amritsar (4.7), and Ahmedabad, 
Bengaluru and Gwalior (4.6 each).  

✓ At its worst, Ludhiana will cross the scale of 5 (as projected by the report) by 
2050.  

✓ But, as per the current trends, Jaipur faces the biggest challenge in the world — 
with its score projected to go from 4.5 now to 4.9 by 2050 — followed by 
Alexandria and Indore. 

✓ Globally, the population in areas of high water risk could rise from 17% now to 
51% by 2050.  

PERSONALITIES 
➢ On November 2, Priyanca Radhakrishnan - became New Zealand’s first-ever 

Indian-origin Minister  
 

 
 

✓ She was inducted by the Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern into her executive along 
with four other ministers 

✓ The 41-year-old Labour Party leader Priyanca was born in Chennai but her family 
is from Paravoor in Kerala.  

✓ She went to school in Singapore before moving to New Zealand to further her 
education. 

✓ Priyanca has spent her work life supporting women survivors of domestic violence 
and migrant workers who have been exploited. 

✓ She was elected first as a Member of Parliament belonging to the Labour Party in 
September 2017.  

✓ In 2019, she was appointed the Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Minister for 
Ethnic Communities.  

✓ Her work in that area helped her build the base for her new role of Minister for 
Diversity, Inclusion and Ethnic Communities. 

✓ In addition to this, Priyanca has become the Minister for the Community and 
Voluntary Sector and Associate Minister for Social Development and 
Employment. 
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✓ Priyanca, who is from the 2017 intake of new MPs, is a Minister outside of the 
Cabinet.  

 

OBITUARY 
➢ T N Krishnan, acclaimed violin maestro (92 years) – passed away in Chennai 

on November 2 
 

 
 

✓ Tripunithura Narayana iyer Krishnan, popularly known as TN Krishnan, was 
considered one of the violin-trinity along with Lalgudi Jayaraman and MS 
Gopalakrishnan 

✓ The legendary instrumentalist was born on October 6, 1928 in Tripunithura, 
Kerala, to A Narayana Iyer and Ammini Ammal 

✓ He learnt music from his father and was mentored by Alleppy K Parthasarathy.  
✓ Krishnan gave his first solo violin concert in Thiruvananthapuram in 1939 as a boy 

of just 11 years 
✓ He had accompanied great musicians such as Ariyakudi Ramanuja Iyengar, 

Musiri Subramania Iyer, Alathur Brothers, G.N. Balasubramaniam, Madurai Mani 
Iyer, Chembai Vaidyanatha Bhagavatar, M.D. Ramanathan and Maharajapuram 
Viswanatha Iyer 

✓ He shifted his base to Chennai in 1942 and came under the guidance of 
Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer. 

✓ T N Krishnan was a proud recipient of the Padmashri (1973) and the Padma 
Bhushan (1992) 

✓ He was also conferred the Sangeet Natak Akademi award (1974) and Sangeetha 
Kalanidhi (1980) 

✓ Krishnan also served as the professor of music at the Music College, Chennai.  
✓ Later, he became the Dean of the School of Music and Fine Arts, University of 

Delhi. 
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US ELECTIONS ON NOVEMBER 3 – A REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


