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TAMIL NADU
 14-year-old Vinisha Umashankar from Tiruvannamalai district - won the 

Children’s Climate Prize conferred by the Children’s Climate Foundation 
from Sweden on November 18

 Vinisha was awarded the prize for her innovation — solar ironing cart
 A class 9 student of SKP Vanitha International School in Tiruvannamalai, Vinisha 

was announced as winner of the award on November 2 
 In 2019, Vinisha won the Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE Award after submitting a 

technical paper on the solar ironing cart.
 Later, the National Innovation Foundation designed a prototype of the design and 

applied for a patent in the name of girl’s father Umashankar 
 Vinisha has also been shortlisted for the Rashtriya Bal Shakti Puraskar 2021. 
 The cart will charge in five hours and can be used for six hours for ironing 

activities
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 Vinisha had also designed and made a sensor-based smart ceiling fan, that stops 
when there is no movement of people in the room

 Nambikkai fish farmers’ group from Pattinapakkam in Chennai - has won 
this year’s best fisheries self help group award from the Union Ministry of 
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. 

 The award was given to the fish farmers’ group for successfully adopting the 
technology of converting fish wastes into various value added products

 This technology was developed by ICAR- Central Institute of Brackish water 
Aquaculture (ICAR-CIBA) in Chennai.

 The processing unit of Nambikkai self-help group produced 16,345 kg of value 
added products and attained an annual turnover of ₹16 lakh. 

NATIONAL
 India – is planning to launch an ambitious ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ soon 
 The mission is aimed at the exploration of minerals, energy and marine diversity 

of the underwater world
 The Ministry of Earth Sciences is obtaining the required approvals for the 

“futuristic and game-changing” mission, and it is likely to be launched in the next 
three to four months

 The mission is expected to cost over ₹4,000 crore
 It will give a boost to efforts to explore India’s vast Exclusive Economic Zone and 

Continental Shelf
 The mission will also involve developing technologies for different deep ocean 

initiatives. 
 The multi-disciplinary work will be spearheaded by the MoES
 Other government departments like the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation, Department of Biotechnology, Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) will be stakeholders 
in this mission.
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 The Centre - signed Memorandum of Understanding with leading oil and gas 
marketing companies to establish Compressed Bio-Gas Plants all over India

 These plants are intended to generate biogas from crop wastes. 
 The agreements were signed under the SATAT (Sustainable Alternative Towards 

Affordable Transportation) initiative
 As per the MoU, around 900 new Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) plants are to 

established in the country with an investment of  Rs 30,000 crores
 This will take the total number of planned CBG plants to 1,500 as already the 

government had signed agreement for 600 plants
 Overall, the Centre is planning to build 5,000 CBG plants by 2023-34 with a total 

investment of Rs 2 lakh crores to produce 15 million tonnes of CBG per annum
 The biogas produced from the plants can be used to power automobiles and 

thereby reduce the fuel imports by Rs 1 lakh crores.
 The ‘Sustainable alternative Towards Affordable Transportation’ (SATAT) 

initiative, launched in 2018, aims to set up compressed Bio-gas production plants 
through independent entrepreneurs. 

 It plans to set up 5,000 CBG plants by 2025, 1,000 plants by 2022 and 250 plants 
by 2020

INTERNATIONAL
 U.S. President-elect Joe Biden - has appointed Indian-American Mala Adiga 

as the policy director of his wife, Jill Biden

 The incoming First Lady is planning to focus on education and intends to continue 
teaching community college classes.

 She belongs to the family of K. Suryanarayana Adiga, founder of the erstwhile 
undivided Dakshina Kannada districts private sector Karnataka Bank Limited, and 
Aravind Adiga, who won the Man Booker prize in 2008.

 Adiga served as the senior adviser to Jill Biden and as the senior policy adviser 
for Joe Biden’s 2020 campaign. 

 She previously worked for the Biden Foundation as Director for Higher Education 
and Military Families.
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 Before that, during former President Barack Obama’s administration, she was 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Academic Programmes at the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs 

 Adiga worked in the State Department’s Office of Global Women’s Issues as Chief 
of Staff and Senior Adviser to the Ambassador-at-large.

 She had served as Director for Human Rights in the National Security Staff’s 
(NSS) Multilateral and Human Rights Directorate. 

 Prior to joining NSS, Adiga was an Attorney at the Department of Justice, where 
she served as Counsel to the Associate Attorney General.

 She earned her J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School and M.P.H from 
the University of Minnesota. 

 She graduated from Grinnell College in Iowa with a B.A. in Spanish.

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 The 4th Global Conference on Criminal Finances and Cryptocurrencies – 

was held through video conferencing from November 18 to 19, 2020

 It was organised by the Interpol, Europol and the Basel Institute on Governance 
 Over 2,000 representatives from 132 countries attended the virtual conference 

which focussed against the criminal use of cryptocurrencies
 Representatives from law enforcement and the judiciary, Financial Intelligence 

Units (FIUs), international organisations and the private sector have participated 
in the conference 

 The conference is an initiative of the Working Group on Cryptocurrencies and 
Money Laundering, which was established in 2016 by the three organizations

 The Working Group was launched with an objective of strengthening knowledge, 
expertise and best practices for investigations into financial crimes and 
intelligence on virtual assets and cryptocurrencies.

 The conference’s agenda included trends and investigations on cryptocurrency 
related offences, exploring criminal flows and operations in the dark markets, 
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ransomware case studies, money laundering involving virtual assets, and the 
transfer of drug proceeds using cryptocurrencies.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 China - plans to launch an unmanned spacecraft to the moon this week to 

bring back lunar rocks
 This will be the first attempt by any nation to retrieve samples from Moon since 

the 1970s. 
 The Chang’e-5 probe, named after the Chinese goddess of the moon, aims to 

collect material that can help scientists understand more about the moon’s origins 
and formation.

 The mission will test China’s ability to remotely acquire rock samples from space.
 If successful, the mission will make China only the third country to have retrieved 

lunar samples, following the US and the Soviet Union decades ago

 On November 21 - NASA launched the Copernicus Sentinel-6 Michael 
Freilich satellite to monitor the rise of oceans. 

 The satellite was launched in SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket as part of the Mission 
Jason Continuity of Service. 

 The mission was launched to measure the height of sea level rise and thereby 
helping to understand the climate change

 The satellite will send pulses to the surface of earth and will measure the returning 
signal to measure the height of sea surface

 It will also measure water vapour in the earth’s atmosphere and collect data 
supporting oceanography

 The spacecraft consists of two components, out of which the second component 
will be launched in 2025.

 The satellite was jointly developed by National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, European Space Agency and European Organization for the 
Exploration of Meteorological satellite and French National Centre for Space 
Studies.

 The satellite has been named after Michael Freilich, an Earth scientist and an 
oceanographer, who retired from NASA in 2019. 
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 Earlier, NASA had launched the Aquarius in 2011, Jason-1 in 2001, Jason-2 in 
2008 and Jason-3 in 2016 for doing studies about Ocean.

 Oceansat and Cartosat were launched by ISRO to study oceans.

DEFENCE
 The second edition of the trilateral naval exercise ‘SITMEX’ - conducted in 

the Andaman Sea concluded on November 24, 2020

 The exercise was hosted by the Singapore Navy.
 The maritime drill is aimed at enhancing the security of sea lanes converging 

towards the Malacca Strait.
 India has deployed antisubmarine warfare corvette INS Kamorta and missile 

corvette INS Karmuk for the exercise held on November 21 and 22
 Singapore was represented by the Formidable-class frigate RSS Intrepid and 

Endurance-class amphibious warship RSS Endeavour for the drill
 Thailand is participating the exercise with Chao Phraya-class frigate HTMS 

Kraburi. 
 The exercise was conducted as a ‘non-contact, at sea only’ in view of Covid-19 

pandemic
 The two-day drills include naval manoeuvres, surface warfare exercises and 

weapon firings in the maritime domain between the three friendly navies and 
maritime neighbours

 Last week, India concluded the 24th edition of the top-notch Malabar wargames 
with the other three “Quad” countries, the US, Japan and Australia

 The conduct of the trilateral naval exercise between India, Singapore and 
Thailand was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Shangri La 
dialogue.

 The first edition of the exercise was hosted by the Indian Navy and was held off 
Port Blair in September, 2019

 The 27th edition of India-Singapore bilateral maritime exercise, SIMBEX-20, 
is scheduled to be held in the same area from November 23 to 25.

 The exercise is being conducted between the countries since 1994.
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 The Indian Navy ships to participate in the exercise are destroyer Rana along with 
Chetak helicopter, corvettes Kamorta and Karmuk along with submarine Sindhuraj 
and P81 reconnaissance aircrafts 

ECONOMY
 An Internal Working Group under RBI executive director P K Mohanty – has 

submitted series of proposals regarding the ownership control and 
licensing guidelines of Indian private sector banks. 

 The committee has recommended the guarded entry of corporates into the 
banking space, conversion of big NBFCs into banks and hike in promoters’ stake 
to 26% from 15%. 

 The group also proposed a hike in minimum capital for new banks from Rs 500 
crore to Rs 1,000 crore.

 The committee has allowed large corporates and industrial houses to become 
promoters of banks only after necessary amendments to the Banking Regulation 
Act, 1949 and strengthening of the supervisory mechanism for large 
conglomerates, including consolidated supervision.

 Accordingly, Non-Banking Finance Corporations with an asset size of Rs 50,000 
crores and above alongwith 10 years of completion of operations shall be 
considered for conversion into banks.

 For payments banks planning to convert to a small finance bank (SFB), 
operational time of three years may be considered as sufficient as against the 
current norm of five years of operation

 In June, 2020, the Reserve Bank of India had set up Mohanty Panel to review the 
ownership of private sector banks.

 Small Finance Banks offer basic banking services and are allowed providing loans 
to underserved and unserved sections of the society. 

 On the other hand, the Payment Banks are not allowed to lend.
 According to RBI, a Non-Banking Financial Company is engaged in acquisition of 

shares, business of loans, securities issued by Government. 
 They must be registered under Companies Act, 1956.

AWARDS
 On November 21, Union education minister Ramesh Pokhriyal - was 

honoured with the Vatayan Lifetime Achievement Award.
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 The award is given by the Vatayan-UK organisation in London

 It honours poets, writers and artists in recognition of their exemplary work in their 
respective fields.

 Receiving the award, Pokhriyal said that the ‘Vatayan Samman’ is a recognition 
for not only his writings and literature but also for Indian values and tradition. 

 He said his writings were related to his experiences and have sought to give voice 
to the poor and the oppressed.

 Dr Amish Tripathi, writer, director of the Nehru Center, London was the special 
guest on the occasion.

 Eminent personalities like Prasoon Joshi and Javed Akhtar were the earlier 
recipients of the coveted award for their literary contribution.

 This award is the latest among other national and international literary honours 
conferred on the central education minister. 

 The German version ‘NurEinWunsch” of Pokhriyal’s story collection ‘Just a Desire’ 
was published by the Afro Asian Institute, Hamburg

 His ‘Sparsh Ganga’ initiative was included in Mauritius school curriculum.

NATIONAL WEEK
 National Pharmacy Week - November 16, 2020 to November 22, 2020
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 The 59th National Pharmacy Week is celebrated this year by the Indian 
Pharmaceutical Association in collaboration with Delhi Pharmaceutical Trust 

 Theme 2020 -  Pharmacists: Frontline Health Professionals
 The Indian Pharmaceutical Association has been celebrating the National 

Pharmacy Week every year during the third week of November. 
 The Mumbai-based Indian Pharmaceutical Association was established in 1935 

as the United Provinces Pharmaceutical Association and later renamed as Indian 
Pharmaceutical Association.

 The Indian pharmaceutical industry accounts to 50% of global vaccine demand 
and around 80% of the anti-retroviral drugs that are used to combat AIDS. 

 It is the third largest Pharmaceuticals market in the world in terms of volume. 


