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TAMIL NADU
 On November 12, the state government - decided to postpone the reopening 

of schools for Classes IX to XII considering the safety of students, after 
analysing the feedback from parents amidst the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The government will later announce the reopening date of schools, depending on 
the situation

 With the announcement, the government’s earlier order allowing schools and 
hostels to reopen from November 16 stands cancelled.

 The government had conducted parents’ meet in more than 12,000 schools 
across the state on November 9 to get their opinion on reopening of schools.

 The state government has also suspended the move to reopen colleges on 
November 16. 

 Based on UGC guidelines, the state allowed classes to resume for research 
scholars and final-year PG students of science and technology courses in 
colleges and universities starting December 2.

 Hostels will also be allowed in these colleges. 
 In the meantime, online classes would continue for other students
 Considering the loss of days due to the pandemic, the CBSE had recently 

released the details of the lessons dropped for Class X and XII.
 Further, the school education department announced the splitting of the syllabus 

from Class I to XII into two - prioritized syllabus and optional syllabus. 
 Students have to self-study portions under optional category.

 Tamil Nadu chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - flagged off 108 more 
ambulances which took the vehicles tally in the state to 1,300. 

 The vehicles will be sent to various districts across the state.
 The state has been launching more ambulances to bring down the response time 

under 8 minutes, which is the international standard

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – NOVEMBER 13, 
2020



2 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187

 In Chennai, the average time taken by an ambulance to reach a person in distress 
is 8.01 minutes. 

 According to GVKEMRI statistics, Chennai has 70 ambulances – nearly one for 
every 3km.

 Since February, the state ambulances have transported more than 2.9 lakh 
patients with Covid-19 in its 450 exclusive ambulances set aside for the purpose.

 The pilots and emergency technicians wore safety gears while transferring 
patients to the hospitals. 

 Besides, nearly 8 lakh patients including women in labour were taken to hospitals 
for reasons other than Covid. 

 By early next year, the state is planning to set up a new system and App to enable 
people to ‘live’ track an ambulance. 

 Once the new system is in place, people booking ambulances will be able to track 
it ‘live’ through the app. 

 The new app and its live tracking feature can reduce the number of repeat calls to 
the helpline.

 EMRI could not introduce live tracking at one go because the hardware, which 
was installed in 2008, needed an upgrade.

 On November 12, the state government - revoked its order permitting 
religious congregations, social, political, cultural, academic and other 
functions from November 16. 

 The ban would remain until further orders. 
 On October 31, the state has issued an order under the Disaster Management 

Act, 2005, permitting gatherings attended by not more than 100 people from 
November 16. 

 The Korean government - awarded the Prime Minister’s citation to Dr. Rathi 
Jafer, Director of the Indo-Korean Cultural and Information Centre, InKo 
Centre based at Chennai

 The non-profit society ‘Inko Centre’ is supported primarily by TVS Motor 
Company, Hyundai Motor India Ltd and Korean and Indian member companies.

 This was announced by the Consulate General of the Republic of Korea
 The award recognises the outstanding contribution of Dr. Rathi to the 

development of the Korean language and its dissemination in South India. 
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 This is the first time a person from South India to be honoured with the Prime 
Minister’s Medal

 During her 14-year tenure as the Director of the InKo Centre, Dr. Rathi contributed 
significantly in enhancing the learning of Korean language for 250 million South 
Indians

 Hon. Chung Sye-kyun is the Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea
 On behalf of the PM, Consul General of Republic of Korea in Chennai Young-

seup Kwon handed over the prestigious medal to Dr. Rathi at the InKo Centre in 
the presence of Venu Srinivasan, Chairman, TVS Motor Company.

 The InKo Centre was set up in 2006
 It acts as a nodal centre for learning about Korean culture, their language and for 

Indo-Korean intercultural dialogue. 
 Dr. Rathi recruited native teaching staff for the Korean language programme by 

signing a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Sangmyung University in 
June 2010.

 The Puducherry government - launched a free breakfast scheme for school 
students named after former DMK chief M Karunanidhi.

 Rajya Sabha MP and DMK organisational secretary R S Bharathi formally 
launched the scheme in the presence of chief minister V Narayanasamy and his 
cabinet colleagues in a function on November 12.

 The breakfast scheme will benefit more than 80,000 students in 419 government 
and government-aided schools in the union territory. 

 It will initially cover more than 10,000 students in 106 schools that have reopened. 
 At present, the UT has allowed students from Class 9 to 12 alone to attend 

schools to clarify their doubts about the lessons. 
 According to the Puducherry CM, the government has set aside ₹12crore in the 

budget to implement the breakfast scheme
 It has also allotted ₹6 crore more to fine tune and make any changes if necessary 

to implement the scheme effectively.
 The UT CM also mentioned that late Congress stalwart and Tamil Nadu chief 

minister K Kamaraj introduced the noon meal scheme in the state and the scheme 
was in practice even during the French regime in Puducherry.
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STATES
 On November 12, the Telangana high court - ordered a complete ban on 

selling and bursting firecrackers this Diwali in the state of Telangana 
 It had directed the state government to ensure that all shops selling firecrackers 

are closed immediately across the state.
 The bench of Chief Justice Raghvendra Singh Chauhan and Justice B Vijaysen 

Reddy also asked the government to appeal to the people to avoid bursting 
crackers. 

 So far, seven states and one Union Territory have banned bursting and sale of 
firecrackers this year. 

 Among them are Delhi, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, 
Chandigarh and Haryana.

 Besides, on November 9, the National Green Tribunal banned bursting 
firecrackers in all urban areas which had witnessed poor air quality in November 
last year.

 The bench said that the state could not afford any activity that worsens air quality 
and jeopardizes the lives of Covid-19 patients during the pandemic. 

NATIONAL
 On November 12, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman – announced 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 3.0, which includes scheme to incentivize job 
creation and re-employment of formal sector employees who lost their jobs 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic

 The FM announced a fresh set of relief and stimulus measures, totaling 12, for the 
economy worth ₹1.19 lakh crore 

 They aim to boost demand, help create jobs, augment infrastructure and ensure 
economic growth is back on track.
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 At a news conference, the Finance Minister pegged the value of the Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat package at ₹2.65 lakh crore

 This includes about ₹1.5 lakh crore production-linked incentives (PLI) for 10 
sectors that was cleared by the Union Cabinet on November 11. 

 The PLI scheme is spread over five years, while several of the announcements 
made, such as enhanced allocation of ₹65,000 crore for fertiliser subsidy and PM 
Aawas Yojana in urban areas, will be applicable during the current financial year 
itself. 

 To boost formal sector employment, a new Atmanirbhar Rozgar Yojana has been 
launched

 Under the scheme, the government will bear the entire Employees’ Provident 
Fund (EPF) contributions for two years of all new employees hired between 
October 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021, in firms with fewer than 1,000 employees.

 The economy has suffered badly due to the Covid-19 induced lockdown and 
contracted a record 23.9% in the June quarter. 

 According to the Finance minister, the government and RBI have together 
provided a stimulus of around ₹29.9 lakh crore till now

 This is almost 50% higher than the budgeted revenue receipts for the year. 
 It includes the steps announced by the RBI since the lockdown in March-end
 The size of the stimulus now adds up to 15% of the GDP, the minister estimated. 
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 The FM also allocated ₹900 crore for research and development towards the 
Covid-19 vaccine under the Mission COVID Suraksha

 To spur rural employment, an additional ₹10,000 crore has been provided for 
spending through the MGNREGS and PM’s rural roads scheme, Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana

 Effectively, this takes the total allocations for MGNREGA in the year close to ₹1.1 
lakh crore, while ₹73,504 crore had been spent till now to generate 251 crore 
person days of employment.

 The government had also proposed Rs 6,940 crore scheme to promote 
manufacture of API (Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients), Rs. 3,000 crores for 
IDEAS Scheme and Rs 10,200 crores for industrial infrastructure, green energy 
and defence equipment

 “These initiatives will help in creating jobs, alleviate stressed sectors, ensure 
liquidity, boost manufacturing, energise real estate sector & support farmers,” PM 
Modi announced on microblogging site Twitter.

 The government - has announced fresh tax relief measure to help clear 
unsold inventory of residential units valued at up to Rs 2 crore. 

 Accordingly, buyers have been allowed to purchase homes at 20% below the 
circle rate without attracting any tax penalties 

 The developer also need not have to pay any income tax for such a deal.
 Circle rate or the ready reckoner rate of the area is the minimum rate of property 

set by the authorities for a particular area.
 The government said it will allow a differential of 20% between actual prices and 

circle rates, up from 10% earlier
 That means, one can buy a residential unit from a developer at 20% lower than 

the value arrived at as per the circle rate without paying income tax. 
 The new norm will remain enforced from the scheme’s date of announcement until 

June 30, 2021, as per the finance ministry 
 To boost urban housing and create 7.8 million jobs, an additional allocation of 

₹18,000 crore has been made for the Prime Minister Awas Yojana — (PMAY-
Urban) over and above the ₹8,000 crore allotted in the 2020-21 Budget.
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 Under PMAY, the government gives interest subsidies upfront on bank loans 
between ₹2.35 lakh and ₹2.7 lakh. 

 According to the ministry, the move would create 78 lakh jobs, and improve 
production and sale of steel and cement, resulting in a multiplier effect in the 
economy. 

 The economic slowdown had led to a decline in prices of the residential units. 
 This has brought down the units’ prices in many markets below value of properties 

as per the prevailing circle rates of the area. 
 At present, if the sale agreement shows value of a property is more than 10% 

below the circle rate value, the buyer and seller both have to pay income tax on 
the differential amount. 

 Under the new norm, there is no need to pay income tax as long as the difference 
is less than 20%. 

 The government – has announced the revision of its ₹3-lakh-crore 
emergency credit line guarantee scheme to include fresh loans to 26 
stressed sectors identified by the KV Kamath-headed committee, and 
healthcare sector.

 Earlier, the Extended Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) was available only 
to small businesses. 

 The revised scheme extends it to stressed sectors, irrespective of turnover. 
 However, the guarantees will be available only to loans that had an outstanding 

limit ranging from ₹50 crore to ₹400 crore as on February 29, 2020.
 The revised scheme was announced by finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman in 

her press conference announcing the stimulus measures. 
 The earlier scheme had one year of moratorium and three years of servicing. 
 The revised scheme will be for a period of five years — one year of moratorium 

and four years of repayment and servicing
 Both the earlier and the revised scheme will be available up to March 31, 2021.
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 Earlier, the government had appointed a committee, headed by veteran banker K 
V Kamath, to look into restructuring of loans where borrowers had come under 
stress due to Covid-19

 In September, the committee had submitted its report. 
 In its report, the committee selected 26 sectors that would need restructuring 

based on the panel’s analysis of financial parameters that were hit. 
 The sectors include power, construction, iron & steel, roads, real estate, 

wholesale trading, textiles, consumer durables, aviation, logistics, hotels, 
restaurants, auto, gems & jewellery, hotel & restaurants, tourism and mining. 

 Around 40,000 entities are expected to benefit from the scheme. 
 In May 2020, the government announced ECLGS to mitigate the distress caused 

by the Covid-19 pandemic-induced lockdown
 The scheme provides credit to different sectors, especially micro, small and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs). 
 It offered ₹3 lakh crore collateral-free automatic loan for businesses, including 

MSMEs. 
 Borrowers with up to ₹25 crore outstanding and ₹100 crore turnover were eligible 

for 20% of outstanding credit as on February 29, 2020
 As of March, 2020 around Rs 14 lakh crore is outstanding to the MSME sector. 
 According to the ministry, over ₹2 lakh crore had been sanctioned to 61 lakh 

borrowers and a total of ₹1.5 lakh crore had been disbursed under the scheme. 
 Separately, to free up working capital for contractors bidding for public projects, 

the Centre has decided to reduce the performance security payable on individual 
contracts to 3% from the prevailing 5% to 10% of project value.

 Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman – announced that 28 states and Union 
Territories have joined the ‘One Nation One Ration Card’ platform in the last 
14 months

 The platform has around 68.8 crore beneficiaries, mostly migrant workers, to get 
subsidised foodgrains from their place of work or residence under the National 
Food Security Act (NFSA).

 Under this scheme, the subsidised foodgrains are distributed through nationwide 
portability of ration cards and the beneficiary can get foodgrains from any fair 
price shop (FPS) across the country. 

 This has become possible by collecting all details of beneficiaries in a central 
database, seeding the Aadhaar number of beneficiaries and by installation of 
ePoS devices at FPS. 

 Subsidised foodgrains were provided after biometric authentication using the 
ePoS devices. 

 The scheme was launched by then food minister Ram Vilas Paswan in August 
last year

 The government has set the March 2021 deadline for nationwide portability of 
ration cards covering 81crore beneficiaries.
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 Kabartal, a freshwater marsh in Begusarai district - has become Bihar’s first 
wetland site under Ramsar Convention

 The Ramsar Convention is an inter-governmental global treaty to preserve 
ecological character of select wetlands across the globe.

 With this, India has now 39 Ramsar sites — highest in South Asia, while there are 
2,412 such designated wetlands worldwide. 

 These 39 wetlands of international importance cover over 10,700 sqkm
 The information on designation of the Kabartal wetland as Ramsar site was 

announced by environment minister Prakash Javadekar on November 12
 Kabartal is an important wetland of the Central Asian Flyway for the population of 

migratory birds & biodiversity
 Under the Ramsar (Iran) Convention of 1971, the member-countries identify the 

sites which can be of significance not only for the country in which they are 
located, but for humanity as a whole for their eco-services and rich biodiversity.

 The wetlands — land areas covered by water, either seasonally or permanently — 
play a key role in flood control and as sources of water, food, fibre and raw 
materials. 

 Besides, such land areas also support migratory birds from colder regions of the 
world in summers. 

 The wetlands also support mangroves that protect coastlines and filter pollutants.
 Kabartal wetland, also known as Kanwar Jheel, covers about 26 sqkm of the Indo-

Gangetic plains. 
 The site is one of 18 wetlands within an extensive floodplain in north Bihar. 
 It gets flooded during the monsoon season to a depth of 1.5 metres.

 On November 12, the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions - 
introduced a chargeable doorstep service for submission of Digital Life 
Certificate (DLC) through postmen

 The move is aimed at bringing relief to lakhs of Central government pensioners. 
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 The India Post Payments Bank of the Department of Posts and the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) have launched the initiative of the 
Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare (DoPPW). 

 Earlier, the facility to submit life certificate online via ‘Jeevan Pramaan’ Portal was 
launched in November 2014.

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi – addressed the 17th India-ASEAN summit 

that was held virtually on November 12 

 Co-chairing the summit from New Delhi, the PM said there was ample closeness 
between India’s “Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative” and ASEAN’s “Outlook on Indo-
Pacific”.

 India joined ASEAN in reiterating the significance of freedom of navigation and 
overflight and of adherence to international law, especially the UNCLOS, in the 
South China Sea (SCS) 

 “We firmly believe that a cohesive and responsive ASEAN is essential for security 
and growth for the region,” the PM said. 

 The PM added that the 10-member south-east Asian group was the nodal centre 
of India’s Act East Policy. 

 The PM said India’s top priority was to speed up all types of connectivity with 
ASEAN, including economic, digital, financial and maritime.

 The discussions covered regional and international issues including terrorism.
 Both India and ASEAN view the  ‘United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea’ (UNCLOS), signed in 1982, as providing the “legal framework” for carrying 
out trade, commerce and other activities in the SCS.

 India and ASEAN countries said they would explore ways to increase trade 
between them despite India’s exit from the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement.
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 The RCEP free trade agreement, which India walked out from a year ago, is 
expected to be signed on November 15, between China, Australia, South Korea, 
Japan, and 10 Association of South East Asian (ASEAN) nations. 

 However, they are expected to leave in a clause allowing India to rejoin at a later 
date.

 PM Narendra Modi participated in the summit at the invitation of Vietnamese PM 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc. 

 Vietnam is the current chair of ASEAN. 
 During the meet, the Vietnamese PM quoted that the member states were looking 

forward to early conclusion of a code of conduct for the SCS which is “effective, 
substantive and consistent with international law, particularly the UNCLOS”.

 The PM Modi also announced a contribution of $1 million to Covid-19 ASEAN 
Response Fund and reiterated India’s offer of $1 billion Line of Credit to support 
ASEAN connectivity. 

 During the summit, India and ASEAN adopted “ASEAN-India Plan of Action 
(2021-2025)”. 

 The ten members of ASEAN include Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
 Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) - has already manufactured 40 

million doses of the Covid-19 vaccine candidate – Covishield - developed by 
Oxford University and AstraZeneca

 The SII had commenced the production to ensure early availability of the Covid-19 
vaccine, once approved

 The manufacturing has started under the ‘at-risk’ clause and stockpiling licence 
from the Indian drug regulator.

 The company plans to stockpile 200-300 million doses by January
 Out of this, around 50% of its capacity is expected to cater to local requirements
 On November 12, SII and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced 

the completion of enrolment for Phase-3 clinical trials of Covishield in India.
 Accordingly, 1,600 participants have been enrolled in the Phase 3 clinical trials for 

the vaccine in the country as on October 31, 2020
 At present, the SII and the ICMR are conducting Phase 2 and 3 clinical trials of 

Covishield at 15 different centres across the country.
 Based on the Phase 2/3 trial results, SII with the help of ICMR will also pursue 

early availability of this product for India. 
 Covishield is by far the most advanced vaccine in human testing in India, as per 

the SII 
 SII has committed supplying 200 million doses to the Vaccine alliance ‘Gavi’ and 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, at a maximum of $3 per dose for 2021 for low 
and medium income countries. 

 It has also received around $300 million risk funding for the supply of the same. 
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 As part of the pact, SII will accelerate the manufacture and delivery of up to 100 
million doses of safe and effective Covid-19 vaccines for India and low-and 
middle-income countries.

 GAVI is Global Alliance for Vaccine and Immunization
 India is a signatory of the COVAX facility of GAVI.
 COVAX is a programme launched by GAVI to prevent vaccine nationalism and 

ensure vaccine is available to the poor countries too. 
 India has pledged 15 million USD for this initiative.
 Covishield has been developed at the SII Pune laboratory with a master seed 

from Oxford University/Astra Zeneca.
 The vaccine made in UK is currently being tested in large efficacy trials in UK, 

Brazil, South Africa and USA.
 The data from AstraZeneca’s large scale UK trials (on 30,000 volunteers) would 

be submitted to the Indian regulator, once available.
 The ICMR and the SII have further collaborated for clinical development of 

Covovax (Novavax) developed by Novavax
 Novavax had initiated its late phase trials in South Africa and the U.K. and would 

soon commence the same in the U.S.
 Meanwhile, Zydus Cadila said it has successfully completed a phase 2 clinical trial 

In COVID-19 patients with its biological therapy, ‘PegiHep’, and will now begin 
phase 3 clinical trial.

DEFENCE
 The country’s fifth Scorpene submarine ‘Vagir’ - was launched at the 

Mazagon Docks (MDL) in South Mumbai on November 12. 

 It will now undergo extensive tests involving both harbour and sea trials before 
being inducted into the Navy

 The diesel-electric 1,565-tonne vessel is likely to be delivered to the Navy in 2022.
 Vagir is named after the Sand Fish, a deadly deep sea predator of the Indian 

Ocean.
 The first Vagir was a submarine from Russia
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 It was commissioned into the Indian Navy on December 3, 1973, and was 
decommissioned on June 7, 2001

 It was constructed as part of Indian Navy’s over ₹23,000 crore ‘Project-75’ under 
way at MDL for construction of six Kalvari-class Scorpene submarines

 The submarines were designed by French naval defence and energy company 
Direction des Constructions Navales (DCNS) and Spanish Navantia

 Out of this, the Navy has commissioned two vessels, INS Kalvari (2017) and INS 
Khanderi (2019), till now.

 The third submarine ‘Karanj’ is now in the last phase of sea trials, while the fourth 
‘Vela’ has just begun them. 

 The sixth named ‘Vagsheer’ is likely to be ready for commissioning by 2023.
 These submarines can undertake missions like anti- surface warfare, anti-

submarine warfare, intelligence gathering, mine laying, and area surveillance
 In 1997, Ministry of Defence approved a plan to acquire 24 submarines under 

Project 75
 The Scorpene project has faced huge time lag and cost overruns
 But, it is critical for the Navy since it currently has just 13 other ageing diesel-

electric submarines, with just half of them operational at any given time. 
 Currently, India has 3 diesel-electric submarine classes in the Indian Navy which 

includes Shishumar class, Kalvari class and Sindhughosh class.
 India also has two nuclear-powered submarines, INS Arihant and INS Chakra, but 

the latter does not have nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles because it has been 
acquired on lease from Russia.

 Overall, India needs at least 18 conventional submarines, six nuclear-powered 
attack submarines (SSNs) and four nuclear-powered submarines with nuclear-
tipped missiles (SSBNs).

 The defence ministry is now planning to issue the formal tender for the long-
pending over ₹42,000 crore project to construct six new-generation stealth 
submarines with foreign collaboration domestically. 

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DAYS
 National Ayurveda Day – November 13
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 The day is observed by the Ministry of AYUSH on the eve of Dhanteras or the 
Dhanwantri Jayanti since 2016

 Dhanwantri, an avatar of Lord Vishnu, is a Hindu God of medicines and God of 
Ayurveda

 Theme 2020 - Ayurveda for COVID-19
 The day aims to promote the usage of Ayurvedic medicines for sound health 
 On the eve of National Ayurveda Day, the Ministry of Ayush approved the 

manufacturing of Ayurvedic drug called “Aastha-15” for mild and moderate 
COVID-19 cases.

 The drug was developed by Dalmia Centre for Research and Development.
 The clinical trials for Aastha-15 began in May 2020

 World Pneumonia Day – November 12

 The day is observed by World Health Organization, UNICEF and several other 
international organizations to raise awareness about the deadly disease

 It was first observed in 2019 by Global Coalition against Child Pneumonia.
 Earlier in 2009, the WHO and UNICEF launched the Global Action Plan for 

Prevention and Control of Pneumonia called ‘GAPP’
 The main objective of the programme is to reduce the number of children under 

five who are stunted and end preventable childhood deaths from diarrhoea and 
pneumonia

 Pneumonia affects 155 million children under 5 and kills 1.6 million each year. 
 The disease is responsible for killing children under 5 more than that of malaria, 

AIDS, measles.
 According to the World Health Organization, one in five children in India are 

affected by Pneumonia
 In July 2020, Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) approved the first 

indigenously developed pneumonia vaccine, developed by Pune-based Serum 
Institute of India (SII)

 Public Service Broadcasting Day – November 12
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 The day is observed every year as the remembrance of the first and only visit of 
Mahatma Gandhi to the studio of All India Radio, Delhi in 1947

 During his visit to the All-India Radio station, Gandhi addressed people who were 
displaced after partition of Haryana and were temporarily settled in Kurukshetra.

 On the eve of the day, a special event is organized in the premises of All India 
Radio, New Delhi every year

 All India Radio is a public sector broadcaster of the country established in the year 
1936. 

 It is a division of broadcasting agency Prasar Bharati.
 AIR broadcasts programs in 179 dialects and 23 languages through its 470 

broadcasting centres across the country.


