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TAMIL NADU 
 On September 29, the Tamil Nadu government - extended the Covid-19 

lockdown in the state till October 31, while announcing the relaxation of 
several restrictions. 

 Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami said the government had put ‘on hold’ its 
decision to partially open schools considering the views of district collectors and 
health experts in the meeting held earlier 

 Earlier, the government has announced its decision to allow students of Classes 
X, XI and XII to go to school voluntarily from October 1. 

 

 
 

 Schools, colleges, other educational and research institutions, cinema halls, 
swimming pools, entertainment/amusement parks, auditoriums, assembly halls, 
beaches, zoos, museums, museums and tourist spots will continue to remain 
shut.  

 International air travel, except for purposes permitted by the Union home ministry, 
is prohibited and suburban trains will not run. 
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 Religious congregations, social, political, entertainment, academic and other 
gatherings and processions are prohibited.  

 Tea shops and restaurants will now be allowed to stay open from 6am to 9pm, 
while the takeaway service will be permitted till 10pm.  

 Film shoots with a crew of up to 100 adhering to standard operating procedures 
will be allowed without the participation of the public.  

 Chennai airport is permitted to handle 100 flight landings a day from the existing 
50.  

 Coimbatore, Trichy, Madurai, Tuticorin and Salem airports will continue to handle 
the same number of flights as handled now. 

 Government and government-affiliated training institutes can function following 
standard operating procedures.  

 Weekly markets in rural and urban areas allowed. 
 
 On September 29, Tamil Nadu - reported 5,546 fresh cases of Covid-19 and 

70 deaths, taking the cumulative casetally to 5,91,943 and death toll to 9,453  
 There are 46,281 ‘active cases’ taking treatment at various health institutes as on 

date. 
 A total of 5,501 persons were discharged on the day after treatment in various 

healthcare facilities 
 With this, 5,36,209 persons have been discharged in the State, till now. 
 Chennai reported the maximum of 1,277 fresh cases, followed by Chengalpet 

(330), Tiruvallur (279) and Kancheepuram (159).  
 Further, Coimbatore reported 572 cases, while Salem logged 343 fresh cases 
 A total of 85,997 samples were tested in the last 24 hours.  
 So far, 72,67,122 samples and a total of 70,50,820 individuals were tested. 
 The State has 66 government laboratories and 120 private facilities for testing, as 

on date.  
 

NATIONAL 
 On September 29, Amnesty International India – announced that it was 

halting its activities in the country due to freezing of its accounts by the 
government 

 The NGO’s bank accounts were freezed by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) on 
September 10 

 The move has led to the stopping of all ongoing campaign and research work of 
the organisation 

 The ED first raided Amnesty on October 25, 2018 
 It has been probing the NGO’s sources of funding and violations of the Foreign 

Exchange Management Act (FEMA).  
 In 2019, Amnesty was served a show-cause notice and in 2020 the ED began its 

probe into money laundering. 
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 In all matters, investigation is still on and hasn’t reached the stage of filing 
charges and no arrests have been made. 

 Amnesty International was founded in London in 1961 and focuses on human 
rights across the world. 

 It has more than eight million members and supporters across the world. 
 The organization has also been awarded the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize for its 

“defence of human dignity against torture” campaign. 
 
 On September 29, the Election Commission - announced bypolls to Valmiki 

Nagar Lok Sabha seat in Bihar and 56 assembly seats across 11 states 
 It had decided not to hold assembly bypolls due in Kerala, Assam, Tamil Nadu 

and West Bengal based on specific requests from these states. 
 As per EC, the polling for 54 assembly seats across 10 states will be held 

alongwith the second phase of Bihar poll on November 3 
 Further, polling for Valmiki Nagar Lok Sabha seat and two assembly seats in 

Manipur will happen alongwith the final phase of voting in Bihar on November 7. 
 Counting for all the bypolls as well as Bihar poll is scheduled for November 10. 
 Among the seats where assembly bypolls were declared, 28 are in Madhya 

Pradesh, eight in Gujarat, seven in UP, two each in Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Odisha, and one each in Chhattisgarh, Haryana, and 
Telangana. 

 The Commission has decided not to announce the conduct of elections in the 
seven vacancies in legislative assemblies of the state of Assam, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu and West Bengal in the light of request from these states 

 
 On September 30, a special CBI court in Lucknow – will deliver the verdict 

on ‘criminal conspiracy’ and ‘incitement’ in the demolishing of Babri Masjid 
on December 6, 1992 

 Many of the accused are former or present Members of Parliament or members of 
State Legislatures. 

 BJP veterans LK Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi, Uma Bharti, Vinay Katiyar, Sadhvi 
Ritambhara, Mahant Nritya Gopal Das, Champat Rai Bansal, Ram Vilas Vedanti, 
Dharmadas and Dr Satish Pradhan are facing trial in the case as ‘accused’ 

 If convicted, they would face maximum imprisonment up to five years. 
 Besides, unknown karsevaks are facing trial for demolishing the structure. 
 Seventeen named accused, including Bal Thackeray, Ashok Singhal, Mahant 

Avaidyanath, Giriraj Kishore and Vijayaraje Scindia passed away during the 
course of the trial.  

 Kalyan Singh was the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh when the mosque was 
demolished 

 According to lawyers connected with the trial, he was the only accused to submit 
documentary evidence in his defence. 
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 If Kalyan Singh, BJP MP Sakshi Maharaj and then Ayodhya district magistrate RN 
Srivastava are convicted, they may get maximum three years of jail term.  

 The remaining accused, including BJP MPs Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and Lallu 
Singh and 17 others, are also facing charges under Section 395 (committing 
dacoity) which may invite life imprisonment if the court upholds their conviction.  
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 There were 49 accused in the case apart from lakhs of karsevaks named in two 
separate FIRs lodged at the Ram Janmabhoomi (RJB) police station on the day of 
the demolition.  

 The first FIR (no. 197 of 1992) was alleged against lakhs of kar sevaks on 
charges of dacoity, robbery, causing of hurt, injuring and defiling places of public 
worship, promoting enmity between two groups on grounds of religion and so on. 

 The second FIR (no. 198) was lodged against eight persons - L.K. Advani, Uma 
Bharti, Vinay Katiyar, Murli Manohar Joshi, Sadhvi Ritambara, Late Ashok Singhal 
(VHP leader), Late Giriraj Kishore and V.H. Dalmia. The CBI took over these FIRs 
when it began probing the case. 

 Additional district and session judge (Ayodhya matters), SK Yadav, who is hearing 
the case on a day-to-day basis since May 2017, had asked all the accused 
persons to be present in the court when he pronounces the judgment at 10am on 
September 30.  

 The judge will retire immediately after the verdict, as he is on an extension for 
over a year 

 
 The results of the second serological survey conducted by the Indian 

Council of Medical Research - have been announced 
 The survey found a significant increase in prevalence among adults at 7.1% 

(about 62 million people), up from 0.73% (about 6.4 million people) observed till 
May in the first sero survey.  

 Further, one in 15 people aged 10 years and above were exposed to Covid-19 by 
August 

 The prevalence of the infection is estimated at 6.6% in this population 
 The prevalence in urban slums was estimated at 15.6% and 8.2% in non-slums, 

whereas in rural areas it was considerably lower at 4.4% 
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 Similar to the first one, the second survey was also conducted in over 29,000 
individuals in 700 villages and wards in 70 districts of 21 states.  

 The survey was conducted between August 17 and September 22. 
 

 
 

 Sero-surveys are conducted by drawing blood samples and checking for a 
specific class of antibodies called IgG that appear within two weeks of an infection 

 
 On September 29, India – reported 81,125 fresh Covid-19 infections and 

1,176 deaths 
 With this, India’s total Covid case count climbed to over 62.2 lakh, while the total 

toll in the country stood at 97,455. 
 In a major surge in infections, Karnataka’s daily Covid-19 cases breached the 

10,000 mark for the first time on the day with 10,453 fresh cases.  
 Karnataka thus became the third state after Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh to 

report more than 10,000 cases in a day. 
 Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu tested positive for Covid-19 during a routine 

test on the day.  
 The 71-year old Vice President is asymptomatic and in good health 
 He has been advised home quarantine, while his wife Usha Naidu has tested 

negative and is in self-isolation.  
 
 Serum Institute, the world’s largest vaccine producer – has announced that 

it will manufacture an additional 100 million doses of Covid-19 vaccines 
 The announcement follows an additional $150 million at-risk funding under its 

collaboration with Gavi (Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation) and the 
Gates Foundation. 

 This takes the total doses to be rolled out to 200 million by 2021.  
 Out of this, “at least half, or 100 million doses, are committed to India” 
 The vaccine is expected to be priced Rs 225-250 per dose for low- and middle-

income countries (LMICs), including India. 
 The Gates Foundation is providing at-risk funding of a further $150 million to Gavi, 

taking this collaboration to $300 million. 
 Besides this, India is expected to get up to 50% of one billion doses from Astra 

Zeneca 
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 Further, a part of the one billion doses from Novavax has been set aside for India 
and LMICs, as part of agreements signed with Serum Institute earlier. 

 Earlier in August, the Serum Institute has announced the manufacture of up to 
100 million doses of Covid-19 vaccine, as part of the GaviCovax AMC, a 
mechanism within the Covax facility.  

 The Gavi COVAX is an international collaboration involving the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness that is 
coordinating the development of several probable vaccines. 

 The partnership was formed to accelerate manufacture and delivery of safe and 
effective Covid-19 vaccines for LMICs  

 They have also devised an arrangement to ensure that all countries — 
irrespective of their wealth — are able to vaccinate a minimum percentage of their 
population. 

 The funding will help accelerate the manufacturing by Serum Institute for 
candidate vaccines licensed from UK firm AstraZeneca and US biotech company 
Novavax 

 These vaccines will be available for procurement if they are successful in attaining 
full licensure and WHO prequalification 

 The ceiling price is only for vaccines proposed to be distributed to 92 countries 
under the Covax alliance. 

 
 On September 29, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and Vice President M 

Venkaiah Naidu – reconstituted all 24 department-related parliamentary 
standing committees 

 Former Cabinet minister and NDA ally Harsimrat Badal has been appointed to the 
newly-constituted department related standing committee on external affairs 

 Shiromani Akali Dal MP Sukhbir Badal has been appointed to the committee on 
finance.  

 While chairpersons of all department related standing committees have been 
retained, some committees were reconstituted to accommodate new members in 
place of existing MPs. 

 The parliamentary panel on information technology will continue to be led by 
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 

 The only additions to the panel are LJP’s Chandan Singh, and BJP’s Rajya Sabha 
MPs Zafar Islam and Nabam Rebia. 

 Among other changes, TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee has been appointed on the 
panel on external affairs apart from Abhishek Banerjee.  

 Congress’ Manickam Tagore has been included on the panel on personnel, public 
grievances, law and justice, while Kerala MP T N Prathapan has been appointed 
to the panel on HRD. 

 Anand Sharma will continue to chair the panel on home affairs and Jairam 
Ramesh on environment and science and technology 
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 YSRCP MP Vijaysai Reddy has been reappointed chairperson of the DRSC on 
commerce 

 Samajwadi Party’s Ram Gopal Yadav of health, TRS’s K Keshava Rao of 
industry, TMC’s Sudip Bandyopadhyay of food, consumer affairs and public 
distribution and BJD’s Bhartruhari Mahtab will continue to head the parliamentary 
panel on labour.  

 DMK’s Kanimozhi has also been retained as chair of the panel on chemicals and 
fertilisers, while JDU’s Rajiv Ranjan Singh, will continue to head the panel on 
energy. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 Sri Lanka - has banned cattle slaughter after the Cabinet cleared Prime 

Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s recent proposal on September 29 
 However, the government added that it would take steps to import beef. 
 Earlier this month, Prime Minister Rajapaksa made a proposal to the 

parliamentary group of the ruling Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP, or 
People’s Front) on banning cattle slaughter. 

 Sri Lanka is a Buddhist majority nation, with those following the religion constitute 
70% of the country’s population.  

 Most of them do not eat beef, as they consider cows sacred, while minority 
Muslims, who make up about 10%, Christians and a section of Hindus consume 
beef. 

DEFENCE 
 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited – has rolled out the 300th Advanced Light 

Helicopter  
 Named as ‘ALH-Dhruv’, the chopper was launched from the HAL’s hangar on 

September 29 
 HAL CMD, R Madhavan was the chief guest during the occasion 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
 The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting - appointed eminent 

filmmaker Shekhar Kapur as the new president of the Pune-based Film and 
Television Institute of India (FTII) Society 
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 He was also named as the Chairman of the FTII governing council which runs the 
prestigious film school.  

 The 74-year old Kapur, known for such films as Bandit Queen (1994), will hold the 
post till March 3, 2023. 

 

OBITUARY 
 Kuwait's 91-year-old Emir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah - died in the 

US on September 29, after being hospitalized in July 
 

 
 

 Known as the “Wise Man of the Region”, the leader is regarded by many Gulf 
Arabs as a savvy diplomatic operator and a humanitarian champion.  

 His brother and designated successor Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf al-Ahmad al-
Sabah was announced by the Cabinet as the new ruler in a statement. 

 Sheikh Sabah had ruled the wealthy oil producer and US ally, and steered its 
foreign policy for over 50 years.  

 Sheikh Sabah sought to balance ties with Kuwait’s bigger neighbours — forging 
close ties with Saudi Arabia, rebuilding links with former occupier Iraq and 
keeping open dialogue with Iran.  

 He tried to mediate in a Gulf dispute that saw Saudi and its allies impose a 
boycott on Qatar, and made fundraising for humanitarian aid in Syria one of 
Kuwait’s priorities 

 Sheikh Sabah became Kuwait’s Foreign Minister in 1963, two years after Britain 
recognized Kuwait’s independence.  

 He held the position till 1991, following the end of the seven-month-long Iraqi 
occupation. 

 He was again appointed as a Foreign Minister in 1992 and he served the position 
till 2003 when he was named Prime Minister 

 Sheikh Sabah became the ruler of oil-rich Gulf Arab State, Kuwait in 2006 

 


