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TAMIL NADU 
➢ The phase-3 human clinical trials of indigenous Covid-19 vaccine Covaxin - 

is set to begin in two weeks at a Chennai-based hospital 
✓ SRM Medical College Hospital and Research Centre in Kattankulathur was one of 

the 12 institutions undertaking the trials of the vaccine 
✓ The institute was chosen by ICMR to conduct the trials for the vaccine developed 

by Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech in collaboration with ICMR and the National 
Institute of Virology. 

✓ It had called volunteers for the trials in which the efficacy of the vaccine will be 
tested. 

✓ Unlike phase-1 and 2, phase-3 trial will be conducted on a larger population of 
nearly 40,000 people across all the sites.  

✓ The SRM hospital will require around 1,500 volunteers aged above 18 for this 
phase of the trial 

✓ So far, the volunteers in the trials have not reported any adverse effects.  
✓ Phase-1, which started on July 23, involved testing the safety of the vaccine 

among 30 volunteers 
✓ Phase-2, which commenced on September 8, looked for immunogenicity or the 

vaccine’s ability to provoke an immune response among 45 volunteers 
✓ The volunteers will have to visit the hospital for a follow up on day 42, 56, third 

month and on the sixth month. 
 
➢ Tamil Nadu – reported 5,447 fresh Covid-19 cases and 67 deaths on October 

7 
✓ This takes the state’s case tally to 6,35,855 and death toll to 9,984 
✓ There were 45,135 people still under treatment as ‘active cases’ in various 

hospitals 
✓ A total of 5,524 persons were discharged after treatment on the day, taking the 

total number of persons discharged to 5,80,736. 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – OCTOBER 8, 2020 
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✓ The capital city, Chennai reported the highest number of cases in the state with 
1,369 fresh infections 

✓ Chennai’s neighbouring districts, Chengalpet (324), Tiruvallur (252), and 
Kancheepuram (138) together reported 714 deaths and 28 deaths. 

✓ Further, Coimbatore (473), Salem (322) and Thanjavur (242) reported high level 
of infections on the day 

✓ A total of 91,401 people were tested across the state in the last 24 hours 
✓ As on date, the state has a total of 190 testing facilities, including 66 in the 

government sector and 124 in the private sector. 

NATIONAL 
➢ The Indian Railways - announced that 15 companies have submitted bids to 

qualify for running passenger trains under the public private partnership 
(PPP) mode. 

✓ The companies include Spain-based Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarrriles 
(CAF), Megha Engineering and Infrastructure, RK Associates and Hoteliers, 
Welspun Enterprises, Arvind Aviation, Cube Highways, Gateway Rail Freight, 
L&T, IRB, GMR Highways, state-owned BHEL and railway PSU, IRCTC among 
others 

✓ The railways received 120 bids for 12 clusters, which includes Delhi (2), Mumbai 
(2), Chennai, Howrah, Bengaluru, Jaipur, Prayagraj, Chandigarh, Patna and 
Secunderabad.  

✓ A maximum of 12 bids each were received for the second cluster of Mumbai and 
New Delhi, while there are 11 bidders for Bengaluru cluster 

✓ The bids have been submitted for running passenger train services along 140 
origin-destination pairs of routes through introduction of 151 modern trains. 

✓ This is the first major initiative of attracting private investment for running 
passenger trains on the railway network.  
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✓ The project is expected to attract a private sector investment of about Rs 30,000 
crore. 

✓ The railways has set a target of February 20201 to award the project to the 
bidders 

✓ As part of the plan for private trains, the railways has planned to introduce 12 
trains by March 2022-23, 45 in 2023-2024, 50 in 2025-26 and 44 more in the next 
fiscal, taking the total number of trains to 151 by the end of FY 2026-2027 

 
➢ On October 7, the University Grants Commission (UGC) - announced a list 

of 24 “self-styled, unrecognized and fake institutions” functioning in 
contravention of the UGC Act 

✓ The maximum of them were operating from UP followed by Delhi. 
✓ The majority of eight of these universities are from UP — Varanaseya Sanskrit 

Vishwavidyalaya, Varanasi; Mahila Gram Vidyapith, Allahabad; Gandhi Hindi 
Vidyapith, Allahabad; National University of Electro Complex Homeopathy, 
Kanpur; Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Open University, Aligarh; Uttar Pradesh 
Vishwavidyalaya, Mathura; Maharana Pratap Shiksha Niketan Vishwavidyalaya, 
Pratapgarh and Indraprastha Shiksha Parishad, Noida. 

✓ Delhi has seven fake universities — Commercial University Ltd, United Nations 
University, Vocational University, ADR Centric Juridicial University, Indian 
Institution of Science and Engineering, Vishwakarma Open University for Self 
Employment and Adhyatmik Vishwavidyalaya (Spiritual University). 

✓ Further, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Puducherry and Maharashtra have one 
fake university each. 

 
➢ On October 7, India – reported 78,912 Covid-19 infections and 974 deaths, 

taking the country’s caseload to 68,32,963 and the death toll to 1,05,490 
✓ Kerala became the fourth state after Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and 

Karnataka to record more than 10,000 Covid-19 cases in a day  
✓ Kerala recorded 10,606 fresh cases while Karnataka reported 10,947 infections to 

register their highest daily peak on the day 
✓ The active cases on the day stood at 9,10,851, while the total recoveries from the 

viral infection stood at 58,16,622. 
✓ Maharashtra, the worst affected Covid-19 state in the country, recorded 14,578 

cases on the day along with 355 deaths 
✓ Further, Andhra Pradesh logged 5,120 fresh cases on the day  

SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
➢ On October 7, the Supreme Court – held that occupying public places like 

Shaheen Bagh for protests is not acceptable and such a public space 
cannot be occupied "indefinitely". 
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✓ The top court's 13-page verdict came on a plea against the anti-CAA protests 
which had led to blocking of a road in Shaheen Bagh in the national capital 

✓ The blockade of KalindiKunj stretch of a busy road continued from December 15 
to March 24, until the police got the site cleared following the Covid-19 outbreak. 

✓ The court, however, allowed the ‘organised’ expressions of dissent at designated 
places without causing inconvenience to the public at large. 

✓ A bench of Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Aniruddha Bose and Krishna Murari said 
staging protests is a constitutional right and emphasised that agitations can be 
carried out, even though the issue being sub judice 

INTERNATIONAL 
➢ The Trump administration – has announced two new interim US H-1B visa 

rules for high-skilled foreign workers to protect American jobs  
✓ The new rules are expected to impact the work visa for thousands of Indian IT 

professionals 
✓ The H1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows US companies to employ foreign 

workers in speciality occupations that require theoretical or technical expertise. 
✓ The new rules seek to narrow the definition of “specialty occupation", which 

determines the H-1B visa eligibility, and allows the worksite inspections by 
officials to monitor compliance before, during and after an H1-B petition is 
approved. 

✓ Further, the minimum wage requirements across all four levels (from entry level to 
experienced) were hiked, as per the new rules 

✓ The two interim “final” rules were introduced by the US department of homeland 
security (DHS) and the department of labour on October 6 

 

 
✓ Henceforth, the new visa tenure in cases where H-1B workers are to be placed at 

client sites will be for a maximum of one year only. 
✓ All labour condition applications filed on or after October 8 will be subject to the 

new and higher wage minimum standards.  
✓ The other set of rules will come into effect on December 6. 
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✓ MNCs such as Google, Facebook, Apple and Microsoft are among the top hirers 
of H-1B workers.  

✓ Indian companies such as TCS or Infosys also constitute the top 20 sponsoring 
companies 

✓ A significant chunk of H-1B visas are held by Indians who would be adversely 
impacted by the new rules.  

✓ There are currently 5.8 lakh H-1B workers in the US 
✓ In June, the Trump administration suspended the H-1B visas along with other 

types of foreign work visas until the end of 2020 to protect American workers. 
 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
➢ On October 7, the 13th India-Japan foreign ministers' strategic dialogue – 

finalised a cyber security agreement between both the countries 
 

 
 

✓ The agreement promotes mutual cooperation in 5G, Internet of Things (IoT) and 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) apart from security and resilience in the areas of Critical 
Information Infrastructure. 

✓ Recognising the increasing role being played by digital technologies, India and 
Japan highlighted the need for “robust and resilient'' digital and cyber systems. 

✓ In the meeting, foreign ministers S Jaishankar and Toshimitsu Motegi also 
emphasised that a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region must be based on 
diversified and resilient supply chains. 

✓ In this context, the government welcomed the Supply Chain Resilience Initiative 
between India, Japan, Australia and other like-minded countries. 

✓ During the meeting, both the countries reviewed the progress made in India-
Japan Special Strategic and Global Partnership and discussed convergence in 
various areas, including maritime security, trade and investment, manufacturing, 
skill development, connectivity and infrastructure, health and wellness, Indo-
Pacific Ocean Initiative (IPOI) and UN Reforms 

✓ The Japanese foreign ministry referred to the signing of exchanges of notes in 
late August for Japan's Covid-19 measures for India, namely a 50 billion yen 
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emergency assistance loan and a 1 billion yen grant aid for the provision of 
medical equipment. 

✓ This was the second meeting between the foreign minister and his Japanese and 
Australian counterparts, a day after they participated in the “Quad” ministerial 
dialogue along with U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 

APPOINTMENTS 
➢ On October 7, the Central government - appointed RBI’s senior-most 

executive director (ED) M Rajeshwar Rao as the deputy governor of the 
central bank.  

 

 
 

✓ Rao was appointed to the post vacated by N S Vishwanathan, who resigned in 
March, three months ahead of his extended tenure on health grounds.  

✓ Rao was elevated as Executive Director in November 2016. 
✓ The RBI appoints four Deputy Governors - two from within the ranks, a 

commercial banker and an economist to head the monetary policy department. 
✓ The deputy governor acts as the ex-officio chairman of the RBI board 

 

AWARDS 
➢ On October 7, two women scientists, Emmanuelle Charpentier (France) and 

Jennifer Doudna (USA) – have won the 2020 Nobel Prize in chemistry 
✓ The award acknowledges their work on creating genetic ‘scissors’ that can rewrite 

the code of life, contribute to new cancer therapies and creating the prospect of 
curing hereditary diseases 

✓ Both the scientists have shared the 10 million Swedish crown ($1.1 million) prize 
for developing the gene-editing technique known as ‘CRISPR/Cas9’ DNA snipping 
tool to edit the DNA of animals, plants and microorganisms with precision 

✓ The CRISPR-Cas9 tool has already contributed to significant gains in crop 
resilience, altering their genetic code to better withstand drought and pests. 

✓ The 51-year old Charpentier and the 56-year old Doudna have become the sixth 
and seventh women to win the Nobel prize for chemistry 

✓ Marie Curie was the first women to win the Nobel prize for chemistry in 1911 and 
Frances Arnold was the last women to win it in 2018 for chemistry. 
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✓ This is the first time a Nobel science prize has gone to a women-only team.  
✓ Also, this is the first time since 1964, when Britain's Dorothy Crowfoot Hodgkin 

alone won the award, that there are no ‘male’ winners of the chemistry award  
✓ Charpentier and Doudna’s work enabled scientists to precisely edit specific genes 

to remove errors that lead to diseases.  
✓ Emmanuelle Charpentier is currently serving as the Director of the Max Planck 

Unit for the Science of Pathogens, Berlin, Germany. 
✓ Jennifer A. Doudna is currently serving as a Professor at the University of 

California, Berkeley, USA and Investigator at Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
✓ In 2018 in China, scientist He Jiankui caused an international uproar when he 

used CRISPR to create what he called the first gene-edited humans 
 

SPORTS 
➢ Chennai’s primary hockey stadium in Egmore - is likely to be renamed 

Olympian ‘Francis Hockey Stadium’ 
✓ Located inside the Mayor Radhakrishnan Stadium, the new name was proposed 

in honour of the former India goalkeeper Francis Ranganathan 
✓ Francis Ranganathan, who passed away in 1975, won three consecutive Olympic 

gold medals from 1948 to 1956.  
✓ The stadium, which has been the main venue for hockey in the city since the late 

1960s, currently is simply known as ‘Hockey Stadium’. 
✓ The Chennai Hockey Association (CHA) passed a resolution in their recent 

executive committee (EC) meeting to rename the stadium after Francis 
✓ The Association will soon be writing to the Tamil Nadu government seeking their 

permission. 
✓ Francis was a stalwart in Tamil Nadu hockey back in the 1940s and 50s.  
✓ He was part of the great Indian hockey team which won gold medals at London, 

Helsinki and Melbourne. 

 


