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TAMIL NADU 
➢ On October 25, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - mentioned about Pon 

Mariappan, a 39-year-old hairstylist from Millerpuram in Tuticorin city, in his 
Mann Ki Baat radio address to the nation 

 

 
 

✓ The PM appreciated the efforts of Mariappan in inculcating reading habit among 
his customers by setting up a library with a wide collection of 1,500 books at his 
saloon.  

✓ The PM interacted with Mariappan in Tamil for less than a minute 
✓ Mariappan runs ‘Sushil Kumar Beauty Saloon’ in the Pearl City.  
✓ He also plays motivational audio recordings of reputed orators on the importance 

of reading in his Saloon.  
✓ The saloon has books on history, literature, poems, essays, questions and 

answers. 
✓ It also has a separate corner for students.  

 
➢ Tamil Nadu – reported 2,708 fresh Covid-19 cases, taking the casecount to 

7,11,713 
✓ There were 32 deaths across the state due to the viral infection, taking the death 

toll to 10,956 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–OCTOBER 27, 2020 
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✓ The number of active cases in Tamil Nadu dropped below 30,000 for the first time 
since June 24.  

✓ A total of 4,014 people were discharged on the day, taking the number of ‘active 
cases’ to 29,268 

✓ A total of 6,71,489 persons have been discharged till date. 
✓ Chennai (747), Coimbatore (253) and Salem (165) reported the most number of 

cases on the day 
✓ Chennai’s neighbours – Chengalpet (143), Tiruvallur (133) and Kancheepuram 

(119) -- together reported 395 cases and nine deaths. 
✓ The number of samples tested in the last 24 hours dropped to 72,236, taking the 

total number of samples tested to 95,89,743. 
✓ Currently, there are 200 testing facilities in the State — 66 in the government 

sector and 134 in the private sector. 
 

NATIONAL 
➢ On October 27, India and the US – are all set to sign their fourth and final 

“foundational military pact” during the “2+2” inter-ministerial dialogue 
✓ The 2+2 ministerial talks will focus on four themes — regional security 

cooperation, defence information sharing, military-to-military interactions, and 
defence trade. 

✓ The signing of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geospatial 
Cooperation (BECA) will provide access to high-quality geospatial data to India 

✓ As per the agreement, India is to get access to advanced satellite imagery, 
topographical and aeronautical digital data in real time from the US 

✓ This will further enhance the accuracy of Indian missiles and armed drones as 
well as long-range navigation of military aircraft 

✓ The two countries are also set to sign the ‘Maritime Information Sharing Technical 
Arrangement’ to enhance cooperation between their navies. 

✓ The signing of BECA for exchange of highly classified geospatial intelligence was 
officially announced after defence minister Rajnath Singh conducted a delegation-
level meeting with his US counterpart, Mark Esper, on October 26 
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✓ The two sides discussed several bilateral measures to further enhance defence 
cooperation and intelligence-sharing 

✓ They have also deliberated about developments in the Indo-Pacific region against 
the backdrop of India’s ongoing military confrontation with China in eastern 
Ladakh. 

✓ Esper welcomed India’s recent decision to invite Australia to take part in its top-
notch trilateral Malabar naval exercise with the US and Japan next month. 

✓ After the talks on October 27, U.S. officials will leave for Sri Lanka, Maldives and 
Indonesia. 

✓ Earlier, India signed the General Security of Military Information Agreement with 
the US in 2002, which was followed by the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016, and then the Communications, Compatibility and 
Security Arrangement (COMCASA) in 2018. 

 
➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi - is likely to inaugurate the country’s first 

seaplane service in Gujarat  on October 31 
✓ The service will be launched between Sabarmati Riverfront in Ahmedabad and 

the Statue of Unity near the Narmada Dam in Kevadia 
✓ The 19-seater seaplane will fly four times a day.  
✓ The fare is fixed at ₹4,800 per passenger for the service 

 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
➢ On October 26, the Supreme Court – dismissed the petitions from Tamil 

Nadu demanding 50% reservation for OBC candidates in MBBS/BDS 
courses under All India Quota (AIQ) in non-central/state government 
medical institutions this year 

✓ As of now while OBC quota is available for AIQ seats in central institutions, state 
medical colleges provide AIQ reservation only for SC/ STs. 
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✓ In the apex court, the Centre had taken a stand that it would not be practically 
feasible to implement the 50% quota in this academic year.  

✓ Accordingly, a bench of Justices L Nageswara Rao, Hemant Gupta and Ajay 
Rastogi dismissed the interim prayers of TN government and AIADMK. 

✓ On July 27, the Madras high court held that there is no legal or constitutional bar 
for implementing OBC quota in state-surrendered AIQ seats of the UG/PG 
medical courses in non-central/state government medical colleges within Tamil 
Nadu, subject to any further directions or orders of the apex court. 

✓ However it did not pronounce anything on whether the ruling could be 
implemented in 2020-21 academic year itself and what will be the quantum of the 
quota – 50% as per the state’s 69% formula or 27% as per central scheme 

✓ The Madras high court ordered formation of a four-member committee to decide 
the quantum in three months.  

✓ In August, Tamil Nadu government and the ruling AIADMK moved the apex Court 
seeking implementation of the OBC reservation this academic year itself.  

 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
➢ On October 26, India’s foreign minister S Jaishankar and his US counterpart 

Mike Pompeo met for bilateral talks, ahead of the 2+2 meeting scheduled on 
October 27. 

 

 
 

✓ During the meeting, both sides shared views on the “current global situation and 
its contemporary challenges” and discussed about concerns and interests 
involving stability and security in Asia 

✓ Earlier, Pompeo and US defence secretary Mark Esper arrived on October 26 
✓ Apart from the formal talks, the US functionaries will hold meetings with national 

security adviser Ajit Doval and Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  
✓ The regional and international issues are likely to dominate the discussions, 

particularly the tense India-China standoff in Ladakh and the development of the 
Quad.  
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✓ On the bilateral front, the two sides will concentrate on energy, health, space, 
innovation and technology cooperation.  

✓ Both sides are also planning greater exchanges among parliamentarians with US 
Congressmen and senators. 

✓ The two Ministers “also discussed requirements of expanding deployment of 
liaison officers.” 

✓ India has posted a liaison officer at the U.S. Navy Central Command in Bahrain 
recently and is also considering a U.S. request for posting liaison officers at the 
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM) and the U.S. Special Operations 
Command (USSOCOM). 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
➢ On October 26, Nasa - announced a major discovery saying that water has 

been discovered on the sunlit surface of the moon for the first time.  
 

 
 

✓ The discovery indicates that water may be distributed across the lunar surface, 
and not only limited to cold, shadowed places 

✓ The discovery was made by Nasa’s ‘Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared 
Astronomy’ (Sofia), which was a Boeing 747SP aircraft modified to carry a 
telescope 

✓ The jetliner uses ‘Faint Object infraRed CAmera for the SOFIA Telescope’ 
(FORCAST) by which SOFIA picked up the specific wavelength of 6.1 microns. 

✓ The project scientist is Naseem Rangwala, of Nasa’s Ames Research Centre and 
a graduate of Mumbai University. 

✓ Isro’s Chandrayaan-1 has also confirmed the presence of water around the moon.  
✓ The breakthrough was made in 2018 and was confirmed recently. 
✓ Sofia has detected water molecules (H2O) in Clavius Crater, one of the largest 

craters visible from earth located in the moon’s southern hemisphere.  
✓ The crater has been named after the Jesuit priest Christopher Clavius who is a 

16th-century German mathematician and astronomer. 
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✓ According to the data obtained from this location, water in concentrations of 100 
to 412 parts per million — roughly equivalent to a nearly 355-ml bottle of water — 
is trapped in a cubic metre of soil spread across the lunar surface.  

✓ As a comparison, Nasa stated that the Sahara desert has 100 times the amount 
of water than what Sofia detected in the lunar soil.  

✓ Despite the small amount, the discovery raises new questions about how water is 
created and how it persists on the harsh, airless lunar surface.  

✓ As per the researchers, the water molecules are stored in bubbles of lunar glass 
or between grains on the surface that protect it from the harsh environment. 

✓ Under Nasa’s Artemis programme, the agency is planning to send the first woman 
and next man to the lunar surface in 2024 and to establish a sustainable human 
presence there by the end of the decade. 

✓ The results validated by SOFIA now confirm the presence of water on the moon 
that was observed by Apollo astronauts in 1969. 

SPORTS 
➢ Six times Formula One Champion, Lewis Hamilton – surpassed German 

legend Michael Schumacher's 16-year-old record of 91 wins to become 
Formula One's record all-time race winner. 
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✓ On October 26, UK’s Lewis Hamilton recorded his 92nd Formula One win in the 
Portuguese Grand Prix to become Formula One's record all-time race winner. 

✓ At present, Hamilton is having a 77-point lead ahead of Mercedes team-mate 
Valtteri Bottas, who finished second, in the title race. 

✓ With five races remaining in the current season, Hamilton is within reach of a 
seventh championship, which would equal another Schumacher record, and a 
record-increasing 100th pole position.  

✓ The 35-year old Hamilton now has the most wins, a record 97 pole positions, a 
record 161 podium finishes and a record 45 consecutive points finishes. 

 

 


